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Th:E OPE.llATIONS OF 21 ARMY GROUP 

SECTION 1 THE INITIAL LllNDING 

A. THE OPJIDTIVES- AND THE B.."R.OAD OUTLINE PLAN 
. . . 

1. The object of the operation was to secure a lodgement on 
the Continent from which further offensive operations could pe devel-
_oped. .The intention of the Command-in-Chief was tO assauit · 
simultaneously immediately NORTH of the O.ARENTAN estliary; and between 
the OAIDNT.AN estuary and the River ORNE, with the object of securing 
as·a base for futur,eoperations. a lodgement area which would include 
airfielc1 s.i tes <.;.nd the· port of OHERBUURG. 

2. In broad outline the plan was as follows:-

(a) To carry out airborne landings during the' night D minus 1/D 
· with one Brit and two US divs in order to protect the flanks of 
, the·. area in Which the assault diVs Yfer e to land. 

(b) To assault .on a five-div front vvith thr'e·e Brit and two US 
(livs in landing ships -and craft. 

(c) To land two follow-up divs, one Brit and ono US, later on 
D day and on D plus 1~ 

(d) Thereafter. to build ·up our forces in divs . . ' 
·.; British' Gnited States 

By D plus 4 
By D plus 12 
By D plus 20 
By D plus .55· 

NAVAL ·. '· 

to 
to 
to 
to 

6i 
9 

15 
15 

~ 
9 
9 

15 

3~ • .. Prior to the operation~ anti ~boat and ffiltf u..;.boat · 

.. '/~ 

activities in the Channel and the ·Bey of Biscay ·were to be irttensificd, 
and ceJ;':ta:i,n ·protective mi..'1ele.ying -vn·,s to •be ce,rried out. 

The Assault and Follow-up Forces were to complete their 
concentre:tion .. in their • assoinbly stations, -.;rhich ·extended from the 
T:HMIIES to Fi.Ll.VIUUTH;' by D .minus 7. For thu sea passage, these fo;rces, .· 
accompanied by· naval escorts and minesvfeepers, vvcre to sail from their .. 
assembly stations towards a. genere.l area SE of the ISLE uF WIGHT. On . 
reaching the enor.ay mine bo.rricr, · rfl.ines\\eepers v-vere to sYveep ten · 
passages for the' leading groups. Subsequent groups were tc, follow 
the same channels which ·would be marked. .. .. bout seven· miles of!' shore 
craft vwre to deploy for the assault, subsequently adjusting their 
movements so that the first wave vvould beach at H hour., 

4. The naval fire support plan ·;;i~s based on t~1e noutraiis~tion 
of selected strong points by all availai.:>lc weapons rather than the 
vreight of fire being s proad evenly over the y;hole length of beaches to 
be assaulted, ·· 

(a) 

. \'' 

In general, thb ..t~ir Forces ·~vere .,ro~uired to provide:-

.idr dE:fence of tho bases in the UK and protection ,of coastal 
convoys and warships, 'and· 6f shipping· and troop concentrations 
in the assembly areas. · · ' 

••• /(b) 



(b) Strategical bombing, Yvhich bc:;g@ some:-:illbnt))s. •prior to. tlie o•_Jcration, and included the treatment of certain specified targets such as::9.0<?.-R.ta1 def.on:¢:os. 0Dd ... oa.t.t-eri.~.ki/ .. oil ... :.•.:. . ... --instnllations, etc. These were carefully co-ordinated ,,. :;,vith other'-ill:ethods Df dt;·Cf3ption: il1' order 'ttf ·niislbad the '' · ' ; eneniy as to -the :;;cal--point of-attack; ·: · > ... i -' ·'• 
"' (c) •'Protecti~n and support ·t6 'Gho actUc:tl assault and·tc)·the .: assau1 t. 'f-orces.·' ' .. ·. ' ... ; ; ;-: ....•. · 

··'' ·- .. 1"!· 
_'\,' .·, ... ·.l 

It was regarded as an· essential prerequis:tte Cif the oper~ation that the fighter forces should attain ~nd n~intain an air situation which vmuld ensure· freedom of' action· fOr our troiJps ~vithmit offecti;ve interference by the German a~.r fGrco. 

6. To ensure that the assaul"t forces arrived on the right beaches, it was decided that the landings· would be made in daylight. In order to allow a minimum period of-30 minutes d•aylight for observed bombardment before H hour, and to enable the maximum number r;;f' vehicles to be landed on the .first tide, H bour Yvas fixed· at abot1t 1~} hours af'ter nautical twilight. 

~·l.s H hour was ru:)_ated: br;th tG nautical t'iv'ilight. 'and high vrater, D day vms dependent on tho phase c~f tho r;lDDnc It was decided that D day shr>t..lld be during the full moon peri::>d in view of the airborne drop ai1d .5 J'u.ne was the duy ~ofcctod as affording the desired c:-:,ndi tions. Q·wing to bad ·weather, it Yv8.S pOstponed to 6 Juno.' '' 

·.: ·;_· ... 7 • Tho pr)rt of CHERBUURG was iD be used exclusively for the maintenance of the US forces. Maintenance of the Brit forces was: tp be done through the beaches, and minor ports such as RJRT EN BESSIN T78. An essential part of the T1k.'rintonl:mco .proJect was the·cOn.struction of· ,tvvb prefabricated ports .(code -~<ord 1villLBERRY). Five sn1all htwens· · ( GUOSEBERRY) were also to be formed pl"'ior :to, the developx:t1ont of -the lVillLBERRfES to give sheltered water fc,r the discharge of ferry craft. These. GUOSEBERIUES 'llere to be formed by· sinking ships off the coast • 
. •.·.' ·'•. un shore, maintenarlCO wc,s to be effected by 'BoaGh Groups .. being .. placed under ·assault brigades for landing,·. and being ·co-·ordinat·ea.· .by Be'adh Sub Area .HQs as early· o.s poss·ible. Each Beach Sub are~ vms to establish on D day a Beach Maintenance -~~r·c:a and ·it was from. ,t.hese BJ\Jfil;s that all the forces ashore WGre. to be m~tained for the fi:r.st dev~ days.... Later, the BlvL:is wcr'3 to be merged .into .fu.rmy R oad:head-s.· 

.~:; ··· . 
. ~ · .. B. ENEMY 

! ,·• 

FORCES l.N .t~IL .. il3LE 
,1, 

8., Enemy dispositions in the bridgehead area Yvere .five inf divs on tho coast, vvi th two inf divs in the CHERBUURG peninsula behind the coast defences. Imrnecliate reserves vrere 12 SS Pz Div at LISIEUX Q 58 and 21 Pz Div at OiU':N U 06 .. 

In BRITTAiiJY thoro were three para and five inf divs, with EJ;noi;;]::;J.er · ,j,nf. div. in. the, CH.iJ\JNEL· . .ISL .. JifDS. · 

Viith the exception of tho tw:c; di vs pn the RIGHT, all the above inf divs w:ere controlled by Seventh .. 1c .. rmy. 

\'·• • •• /JJ.il together 



')f)· 

- 3 -

. . ':·'Altogether, the tvv:o .Arrrd Groups cont'rolled by C-in-6 WES':I' 
comprised a total of fifty-nine divs, (ten Pz type and forjcy-nine ·· 
inf typt), of which tho main strength lay in the Pi~S DE c.ALAIS area~ 

CUiillT Bi.TTERIES 
. 

9. T.he greatest weight of fire. cover~d the approe,ches to ~ 
CHERBuURG and tho entrances tq the SElliE. Of. the 32 .battery . · 
positions capable of firi~g on the assault beache~, · 5o%'Vver~ in 
cas<Jmates of reinforcE;Jd c;-)ncrete six feet thick. 

The approxirnate distribution rif fire power ~vas as 
follows:- \:,_ 

~ 1 •. I 

Long Range Medi1.11n Field 
A-rtillery Jirtil;Lery Itrtill;_'$i.;y 

·-,_ ~ ; -~ over 150 mm Howitzers. • ··' 
'l __ :: ; ' . . '"!h 

(a) Capable of firing on the 
"beaches Yv'EST of the 
Ci..REN"TiJ'J estuary .30 guns 22 guns 28 guns 

(b) Capa'ule of firing on the 
beaches Et'~ST. of the·.· 
CiJillNT.b,N (]S tuary 

(c). :Gapa'Pl<:> of firing on the· 
beaches between J..RRUlVI.:t • .NOHES 

6 

T88 and UUISTREH/:.lVI U17 12 

_:_ ; : ·~. 

48 

;·.- ,. . ·:-· 
\ ;' • ~ . ; ,!. ~ ' • 

II 12 II 

It 12 guns 12 " 

.34 52 

1 o. iill beaches were r;bstructed -vvi th underwater obstacles. In 
February -19l~4, tho enemy 0G'gan his policy of :::ipstr).l.c.ting beaches with 
undervmter obstacles;· starting at high water 'f!W:rka,nd vv;o!r~dng tqv~ards 
low v-vate~ Ihark; thickening. up the obstacles in· dopth a:~. the mr.nths:. 
went by. Many obstacles wore mined vvri th Tellcrmines or had shells 
fix'ed on to them, vrhilst ·there VNre .Tcllermines attached to floating 
rafts. Many of those obstacles·: v.rere totally submerged at high tide. 

11.'\ The enemy defensive systt::ml along tho Channel CoD.st, 
popularly YJ10vm as the i:~tlantic Wall, c.c•nsisted of a strrJng crust of 
cGn\:;rete and field defence works designed tr) bring the ma.xir.1Um fire 
povr~r: ... ~o bear upon beaches sui·cable for landing operations, and at- the 
sru">1C time, t ::-) or for t ') tho defender the litaxiDlurn protection from aerial 
and soa bombarclr:H.mt.. No groat defence in depth was developed, the 
eneny appreciating thcct nuy nttacking force vrould so be wqak~ne(!;; py. 
the fire pov-rer of tho coastal defences that it vvould be· ably "deaTf.wi th 
by uobile; arm:il· 'reserves located :in-rear-of the ,()enches. · 

·'· 1,,, : .. \' 
' ' . 

12. >. J.:..ll pprts; even pin6r Gnes such .as. BJRT ·EN BESSIN, T 78 and 
uUISTREI::li.Jvi U 17 v-rere he8.vily defended. E:ls,ewhe:ro ·there was a chain 
of inf strc,ng points along the coast at approxinately 1000 yards 
intco:rvals and extending inland to a depth of sone 200 yards, These 
were roughly of platoon strength, the largest concentrated at likely 
exits from sui table beaches which -~lore blocked by anti-tank walls, 
road blocks, rllneficlds and ditches, They were well supplied w~th 

, s-Upport weapons, nediun machine guns, nortars and anti-tank guns, 
and souetimes included a French 7 5 L1!•1 gun or a Gerr,1an light hov-d tzer • 

• • • /Gaps 



Gal?s ·bc:tcwe~h stro\1g'floints_ <ircro f_,iuea, vrired arid ~pyere::{_ by· fire, . 
and wher·e th<"i' gaps were too vuclc, . hioy vrerc:;. floOdeti' if thp groUi)a 
pdrr,1ittecU '-• W~iro was Llsod pr;)f'usely to protect i:-,11' defen'siv(,{posi t-
ions. U.se was a.lsc' netde :Jf static flano throvvor-s and de:110liti'Jn 
vehicles such as Golif).ths. · ··· · · · 

:TvVo f'Ul"'!;her ··oc10njt cl0fonsive i-;leasures had to 
t:.i.:. 

be c::;,nsideredi.-' 
' ' 

(a) InunZ-atir::ms i 1 re2.r of suhablo beaches. These wert.i fuos't 
prorcrinent in roar of th.:; beaches in tho O";RENTd-J T 1.,.8 area, ahcl in 
roar of COURS}t;'lfLL.GS T 9E1 in the Brit soct,)r. 

·,; 

(b) Tho extensive obstructions by the. usc of stakes, many of 
vvhich vrero mined, of all orcas .sui te.olc for t:dr landing operations, 

' . 

. C-4 FDRMi:..TIONS · UNDBR CUi-!lVL'J'W UF 21 <iBl11IY GROUP .J.u~D THEIR 
i'JLOCJ-..TIUN 1'u TLSKS 

14.. C-in-e. 21 ~~ruy Group vv-orkod in cb-opct_a~ion with i-J.llied 
Naval Cor,unander Expediti,·;nary Force, e.nd ;~ir Comr,1a\1der-in:..(Jhief .. ~Hied. 
E:kped.itic:,nary Fnrce nt a Cbmbined HQ established 8.t RJRTSiviGUTH. 

Tho 1~1ili tary forces under- c.:.:in.::c_ 21 ··-'i:t.r.w: Gtoup wore 

Follow-up II 

. . ..,. r· . . . 

First US ·.t~rmy 
Second Br::i, t.e~rny .. 
ThirdUS i~rLly . 
First Cdr<Army · 

.. .1.5.~---·------. F.Qr_ tho. El.9EJ~-:t1J,_;vc. .. :tho ... ..:~lliod Naval Forces vrore allotted as 
follovrs:-

. lV9,si:;q:rn. T~?.sk _:B,o:rcsL ..... .. 
Ea3tcrn T8.sk Force 

TD 
To 

First US Lrmy 
Second Eri t "'-'rr.w 

'·"; 

16. Tho Tactical ~~ir PorcE-·s -were e.llottcd. as f\;llovrs:-

· Ninth Tactical "'"ir li'r!rco (us) 
··· Second-·. tt ·· · · 11 11 (Brit)·· 

T 6 Fir s•t US ..:~rmy 
T·o Sec:ond Brit kt.'r.-r;'-

·· In addition,: the assaulting fDrces he.d the assistanc·e of 
po,-v.e!"ful .:.."..llied ~Ur- :Forces bn.sod in the UK. The follo-vving table 
gives' apfirD?Jimte figures Of thu total air :forces bV~'lilable:-

... 1 

FIRST US .t...RlVIY 

Hca'vy Day B or.tbers 
Heavy Night Bor.lbors 

.· .. j.;£euiur.1 and Light Bor.1bers 
·Day Fighters 

Night Fighters 
Fighter Bonbers 

1400 
11'50 
830 

2230 . 
170 
560 

. 6340 

17 • First us: ~~rr.w· -,,as t::· a&s-ault betvrecn V..iillREVILLE T 4299 
and the 01:..RillNT..:JIJ (;mtuar;Y- 4:590 · ( UT.:JI: iarBa}; ·and· bot~v~er{ VIERV!tL:E.:.. 
SUR':"'MER 65~1 and OULLEVILLE;..SIJR"-JVIER 6888 (Ol'iLJiil. area). Its tasks 
in . or.c1:oi~ .nf .priority wer o: .-. ·,- -

. ·_:-.._;_; 
.:. :.· 

:r.··. 

• • ./(a) 



(a) 

(b) 

- 5 -

To cap·i:;u:-e CBERB01.J1W as quickly as possible~ 

~'o clcvelop the VIERVILLE-SUR-Ivi8R - COLLb'VILLE:-SUR-:&lER beach­hc.ad Southwards torlb.rds ST 10 T46 in conformity •;vith the advn.nce of Second Brit ~~rmy. 

18. VII US,cjorps vro.s tci n.ssault on tho RIGI-r'l'. format:i,ons ve~c n.s .. follows:- · . · 
Objectives of its 

( af .l:..irborne landings, night D minus 1/D. 

(i) 

·(ii) 

82 Airborne Div to lanc1 in the area NE of ST'· Iv.iERE EGLISE T 39 to secure the Northern and Western flanks of 101 .Airborne Div, to seize ST IfiERE EGLISE if possible and t:J destroy bridges over R DODVES. 

101 Airborne Div to lnnd in the area of ST :rviERE EGLISE, . to protect' the LEFT flank o:f 4 Inf Div landing from the sea,. n.nd to seize Cilllli'Nl'.i..N. Later it ;,.vas to join up ·vvi th v corps. 

(b) .. S~aborne landings. 

4 US Inf Div to land n.i1d seize a bridgehead between QUIJ.'iiE,VILLE 0 30. .and ST };UIRIE DUMONT T49 and to ·jo:i.n up vvith n.nd, if necessary, reinforce the two airborne divs. 

19. V US Corps vms td assault on tho L'J:ITEilT. The objective for D day was a line .. from the coast NORTH of ISIGNY T58 to inclusive TRI!..VIERES ~68 and V.AUOELLES T78. · The assault :,:vas to be cnrried out by l US Inf Div (less one regimentn.l combnt team) 1iith one combat team of 29 US Inf Div under command. 29 US Inf piv (less one regimental combat tean1) vri th the remaining combat ten.m of 1 U$ Inf Div under command, vms to land behind l US Div and come up on: tho RIGI-IT ·where its own combat tear.1.rvould be found. In n.ddition, two bns of R...D\TGERS under cor~aand V US Corps were to land n.nd destroy tho coastn.l defences of POI~~E DU HOE T59. 

20. Armoured forces to be landed in the n.ssault -,wrc two Tank Bns (one DDs) vii th VII US Corps~ and three :Tn.nk Bns (two DDs) with V Corps· 
SECOND BRIT .!~RMY 

21. Scconcl Brit 1~rny Tms to assault bctvrccn PORT EN BESSIN T78 and R ORNE UJ.,?. It wn.s to secure and develop a bridgehead SOUTH of the line c~mMONT T76 - O.A.EN uo6 n.nd SE of Cii.BN in order to secure airfield sites anc1 to protect the flank of First US li,rmy while· the· latter capturecl CllERBOURG n.nd tho BRITT~J\1Y ports. 

22. .30 Corps ·was to assn.ult on the RIGHT. The objective for D day vms the tm-rn of B.tlYE1T.A T77 arid the road BAYEUX - CAEN to the inter-corps boundary vrith 1 corps. Tho RIGHT fin.n};: of 30 Corps vms to be ochclonec1 back NORTH tovrn.rds tho bon.ch nt PORT EN BESSIN. 

Tho assault wn.s to bo cn.rried out by 50 IP~ Div which had n.n additiono.l inf bc1e under co1~mand. The ·task of tho. div vms to penetrate the beach defences bctvrcen LE I-Lll':IEL T88 and LA RIVIERE T98 o.nd secure a ,cov:ering.positionwhich would include B.ii.YEUX anc1 the area of ST LEGER T87. Tho assault vms to be raac1e on n. two bde front. 

:PORT EN BESSIN vvas to be captured by 47 (RM) Commando, Ylho were to land n.t LE Illil'•IEL. 

2.3. . 1 Corps wo,s to assn.ult on .the I.Jill:?T. Objectives of the formations w·crc as f'ollovrs:-J '. •" 

••• /( n.) 
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(a) · Airborne la.ndin,ss; night D minus 1/D. 

~:. '-'~:.; 

(b) 

6 Airbo:rne Div (less one bde) .to land EAST. of c~lEN with the 
task o:E' seizinz the l)ridges over the ORNE at BENOVIL.IE U07 

· and Rl'l:01VI:1IJ!l Ul}., In conjunction .with 1 SS Bde, Yvho <:re:re. 
landing 'FiEST of the ORl-J"E at H hour~ the div vvas then to. sei2,1e 
the coast dc;fcnccs in the· FRt\NCbVILLE Ul7 - CABOURG U27 area 
from the :::'ear·. Th~y were to dominate the area .OUISTREJ:-lf~M· -
Cf..BOURG - 'l'ROJJThT Ul6 - Clill:N in order to protect the LEFT · 
flank and J?~::'e~tcnt interference with the beaches \i!ES'J; qf the 
o~. . 

Seaborne landings. 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

· .3 Cdn Div to assault on a ·bvci bd(~ front at the mo:utb. 
cif tho SEULJ::LE:S T98 r~Ncr. ·Task to secure tho genero.l 
lir:.e of tho BAYEUJr . ..; Cj'IEJ.\T raiJxray bchJcon PU'J:OT-EN­
BESSIN T91?2 and the ·western outskirts of O.liEN. 

3 Brit Div· to assault on a onc.bdc f:.~o:nt bctvveen 
LIO:i.\7 SUR HER U068l and OUIS~:'RE}I.Al\1. Task to secure 
thG i1igh ground NORTH of · c~illN ·and;. if po~si ble, · CllEN 
·i"c:i::::.:t',; to J:ielievc 6 Ail'bcirne Div on: the bridges over 
tho C~\N.l~ D:8 . C.li:E}'T and the R OPJiiE at BENOLJVILLE B.:'1d 
D r· n- .,. ... LT.' 
.D..td\ J .1.:~ -~ \i \' 

4 ::;;j :UG.e.: with trw Cornr:1a...J.c1os, had the tasks of 
cleaning L.lp the area bctrrccn 3 Cdn ancl 3 Brit Divs . 
and of mmring inland and scizirg bridges over the 
R SEULLES. . . . . . 

One Comr::1a..11.do of 1 SS Bde -.-ras to ·dloar tho coast on the 
LEFT of 3 Brit DiV up to anc1 including OUISTREH.t\l:I, vYhilE; 
the :t.·est of >tho Bdb crossed the OPJI.i'"E to operate with 6 
Airl,orne Div, 

24. .t~moured forces to be 1D.c.t.J.c1oc1 in tho assault wo:re:-
., 

8 Armel Bde ( inGJ.uding tYvo DD Rogts) With 
Tvith 
-.-ri th 

50 DiY 
2 Cc1n Armc1 BC:Le ( includine; one DD Regt) 
27 ArX::c1 Bde (inq lud:i.::1g tvro DD Rogts) 

3 Cc1n Di:V: 
3 Brit Div 

±n adfu tio1i.~ · each corps hac1 11pproxir,1o.tely one regt of 
Fli.LULS, and one· :.~egt of Xvlllis, with: a prop6rtion of CROCODILES. 

··'·· 

j~SSAULT FIRE PLJ\N 

25o . :,The· jQi::J+: ':2ire ·plO::n falls into tho follov-ring phases:-

· Phiise' 2 
-i"··.-.-

... 

PJ;'8l~rxi.nary 11·softcnin[S upn .bom1JarcJ.r.13nt prior to D c1a;va 
TJ:1:_::; Yu2t['i 'enti:J:'-ely an ttlr b6r;rrnitL1GU:iJ. Some 30 bo:rnbqr 
att.s.::::~<.S ·>ir..:rc mo.dc on coasto.l bt~.tterics in the assault 
L'T''" .;· i'lc"Porc· ·D · -'~ay • · 

. ", ~-(_.(,. .• -::- : - \ .. .t.~t ') . 

. : ( ;· 

'Silc:rJc:L:r~t; of hostile batteries during the· seD.bo;rno .•. 
.r.-.~'-"''"-·0· ,,r.)) ':'."1"" J;-..L e,..;.v .. ·~ 

Th:;_,.o -~.ris r, joint nmto.l anc1 'air· responsibility~, ... The. 
plan iacJ.uc1cd; -

( . ~ 
J.) Hisht D minus 1/D attac:~: ori. 10 battery .positions 

eD:_ch by 100 Bri-G night bonbcrs. 5, 300 tons of 
~"I:Jorhl)s were c1rbppod. 

., ; ' 

.•• /( ii) 
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Prior to H hour. Bcavy day bombers of US .tlir Forces 
on oa ttery positions and defended localities. over 
5,900 tons of bombs were dropped. 

Prior to H hour. Pre.,.arranged silencing of hostile 
batteries by 6 battleships, 2 monitors and 22 
cruisers. 

Phase 3 Close support of the assault troops during the run-in to 
the beaches and the assault acrpss them. 
This ·vvas a 11 free-for-all 11 period when destroyers, close 

support naval craft, the Royal Marine Armd Support Group 
in LCTs ~ and the self propelled Cliv artillery all engaged 

pre-arranged or opportunity targets vvhile medium and 
fighter bonbers engaged areas farther inland. 
93 destroyers were available for the operation; there 
was a total of 1~-7 close support craft of various types 

equipped with guns, mortars, spigot bombs etc. 

Phase 4 Support of inf as they w·orked inland, until their ovm 
·artillery cc)uld come into action ashore$ 
.After completion of pri.raary task of silencing batt.eries, 

tho battleships, monitors and cruisers were availaole to 

bombar¢!. opportunity target::.; as necessary. The li10re 
intimate support wa2,1 to "be provided oy the Royal Marine 

il.rmd Support Group. Equipped 'IYi th 75m.m CENTAUR tanks, 
there wer,e availaole 5 batteries, each of 4 troops. 

D. OTHER RESOURG"BS AV~'JI.ul.BLE TO 21 iffilvff GROUP 

26. Tl~e followine naval craft were employed in the operation:-
. . 

(a) . Yi~st.crn and Eastern Task Forces, including Bombarclment 

Squadrons: -

6 Battleships 
2 1\Ioni tors 

22 cruisers 

93 Destroyers 
574 Other Warships 
312 Mines-weepers 

(b) . Cl9se ·Support Squadrons:-

14 7 craft of various types 

(c) Landing craft, 4,266. 

· (d) Merchant sh:Lps employed. on cross channel service included 

400 coasters, 225 liborty ships v:ith a gross registerea. 

tonnage of 2t. million tqns. 

E. SUCCESS ·Ac:HIEVED 

27. The operations up to tho capture of OIIERBOURG may be divided 

into t'IYo phasc.s: -

Phase ·.1 

Phase 2 

6 to 15 .June. The "Break-In". The initial landing 
ancl establishElent. of a firm bridgehead with a. continuous 

front. 

16 to 30 Juhe. Dovclopm:ont. The cutting of the· 
CHERBOURG Peninsula.; capture of CHEPJ30URG ancl enlarge­

ment of bric1c;oheac1 SOUTH of BAYEU'".A. 

. • ~ .jPH.ASE 1 



:- 8 .... 
;-,-· 

G\SJ~ · i , '· ' b Jtlne ' 
.· ·r·, .. 

2e. The alrborbe landil'igs \vere s'l1cc'es::Jf'U:J~. 82 us Airborne Div 
. ____ Jr!:,,;_·:~---l":_.,Tju_~._._c_,_,_~,"-"·.· .• ; ,in ,''Tprox~r~:at 1~1y~o ~hu ~ret·· a ~tpli ~rub·1eci :mo. )JeitJ~ure .. db-_a

1
. nd. h~ld ~I', :iEHD.t'S. _ -~ · Tn0 roacts· ~ . .Gau1._ng ut·o 10 eac,1 area were ockeu. anu. ·clle 'lV 

cu.l"rieC.1 6ut itS task. · 101 · m:;'· Airborne· Div YJas _spread ovor a large 8~·oa, 
r;•merally in the olanned zone, but captured. S'l' Mt\RTITT DE VA.R:."VV.VTLLE 

_ ~-'4198 and. P_9Ul'l~-J!;viJ..JLE '1.'1+3?3~ a~1'i held. J4h:i.s grou:.r:1d throughout ,t_hS1~ day. 

6 Airb6rrie Div ·mad!; c:c :.:m·qc,~ssft-~1 landing. v{Hh comparatively 
s:nall casmiJ.Ttes·, ·':L'he b1~io.go.S e~t · BEIXODVIlLE and IU:CNVIBE 1vere seized. 
'lid;act b;y a' COL.lP'. d0 rriain;. three l)riCl.get· p~o:c ·che .H DIVJiiS vrere 

: of']:'6ctively· des'tr'oyed; A limited b:ridgohuad was ·c:stablisi'tcc'1. across 
·t;hc;: ORNIG~ tincl although it vTa13 heavily count6r-.s:tta9kod by troops of 
2'1 F~mzer B:iv·, · i-t 'l'id;_· safely }Jrj ld. 

I I ,i '' ' 

29: ·: The ·weather \YD.S f~.ir frol1l ideal for· c3Gaborno landings, but 
in spit0 of tht3 cli,scornfc:n~t .s.JJ.Ci. o1slocation ccmscd tb.oroby, all the 
ac;sault divs c:ot asl10ro, 8l'1d tbe coastal dof'cncos wc:::-e_ broken thr:ough 
in tho faco of'8t:ubboi·A rcslstarico, · · · ,., ,.,.. L:.;: .. :. 

-::: .. L: 

· '· · ·On UTJi~ beach, ; ~- trs tM,' Di v ·.made a . s'uccussful landing aided 
by )0 DD tar:i~e(S Yihi.ch Yvcru la'lmcb.bc.' abovt 5;000 .fa:rds of'f'shoru. By 
niro:h:tfall; ·it had soc1.1xcd. an initial'holctLrtc•: some j+,ooo ye~cls l.oD:;, 
afl~~·.:r{t orii:.<:: .J?oint had :t)Ol'io'tra ted to a depth ~f noc.Li"lY 10,000 ya.rds. · 
GontrJ.d't \vas' cs ta:ll'lislwd vii th ·1 01 A'irbdrnu Div. · · . 

On O:MAH.A bGach a r.tigh sc!:.'L wau running:. the anomy tva::. in 
grc:lt•::;r strength them was anticiratcc1 ancl casualties wurc severo. 
l:cvurthclcs~3 a foothold. was .';ainoci and a beachhead little moro j}lan a 

. ·, ,• l~:i- . , I : ,! •, 

•... , .- .. -•. ~ ...... . ~-·'11"· .-~ .... rnilo dec1J vras sccurcC.L, 

](),. · [;. Tn the Seeon..cl Brit Art,W sector, 50 IP.f Div quickly ust·-
r:-blishocl a bcachhoad although tl-:,c vi.llagc of' l.Ji: J'·I.?\},;I;L vvas strongly 
hold a:nCl. ,VI'!3.G not ca:ptlired. unti11700 hours ,\lH'lough tho :final. 
objectives for the day wore not taken,, by n-Lr.Jrc:f'all tho fo:rviarc3. 
troops wcru on tb.o high ground EAST of' BA.YEUX from_ VAUX Sl:JR AliRE 
'l'78Cl;. to DRf:CY 8878 and contCJ.ct y1as rnade v-rith ·• Gcln. Div on the 
I~:S]1':t, thot~gh not :;·VY:.i~dt.t .tt:b;e .-.:A.riloricctns. 

}I. On tho front of ·1 Corps the assauJ.t vrc;:1t vory much 
accoro.Lng to plan, Although there •.vo.s·much mortarin::~ and bholl_: 
i.ng o:f the boachcr;, on tho HIGHT 3 Cdn Div r·e;achod its first ob,jocti vo 
t)y 1030 hours. Tho ac1V.;l.l1CC ccntim;J:C:d a.url,n.g thu clay against; ho!.lV.Y 
opposi·i:;ion from 716 Inf Div. By nightfall> llmvovcr, t~lO Div had 
rc.: ached a l.Lno CRt~ DI ,r_,y '11 9080 - BErJ.i:iY -SUH·~ iil~H '1'9. G80. 

. . :. : To ·tho. LEB''D;. 3 Brit Div cap.i;'lJ,l'od OUISTREI-£/\J'il and advanced 
inl~md, c.:;o.rning in .. eon tact wi t!l tnf. of: 2'1 Panz or Di v. It >'ias cow1t or-
o..ttackod. in tho arua of BlE'I/ILU U0574 but hv dc,_rt; was established on 
tho liilo PEHRIER3·-STIR-LE-Dlm U0576 - BENOCTVIW whore· it was in con­
t::,.c-G ;:rith 6 Airborne Div. 

Between 3 Cdn and 3 Brit Divs tho oncmy;wi:n:·6 i::t'ili'· in· 
-~JOE,:J.css·:.on of :POU:..i-:(.lliS U0180, [;J,;nc:l on the;. ox,trcmc LE:8,T, CABOURG ro-
~[ic:d6cl in enemy b~inc1s. · · ·· · · · · · · 

YL While all tho r.JlarmcCI. objoctivos had_ not boon captur(Jd, 
::•.ncl :the los;;r:is: sus ta:Lnod b'y<tr·:.trs cd:rps 'hacl boon· heavy, the :toach,>;.: 

:J-lea:ds gc:ncrally 1'rcro •· i:Kcnitc/ anil \mloadihg 11ils procecG:i:ilg in spite of' 
a chop},)Y s'.:a. I-To Bc:rious counter-attack;?; were rccC:ivod ) and tho 
coa:::.ta1 defences were cffuctivcly neutralised by th·..; bornbing and. 
::huJ.:Ling~ . Tb:C:. AilliccL Air :t~orGce,. flew some '11·,ooo sorties durili..g:. 
ti;c. f.irst 24 hour~: of' 'i;h(; opcra:tion. _ · 

Ji.J5 J1U1C 
1.'' 

J>··\, •·. 

3~)" .:: .... ':~-R..·:}he. P>ii.rst US Army soctor, VII and V US Corps joined up 
on 10 Juno. CAREl\iTAl'-J was captured on '12 Juno and pro gross was made 
fu.rthor NOHTH towarCJ.s EOFTEBOURG 030. Cn '1 0 Juno V Corps began a 

••• /successful 
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successful,: advance: SOUTH acl:'oss the rciaC). Ciffi.ENTlJ.N ... B.taEUX;, They made coritb.Ct.\-vi th ;3:0 Corps on. the 11th, quickLy cloar:eci. the FORET DE OERISY .T:67;a.rid pressing on through Bll.LLEROY T66 5 secured C.AUHONT T75 on 14 June,. 

34. OnSeconCI. .~.'J:rr:ry front enemy taru;:s vrere in contact all along the line, but appreciable progress vras mad.e everyvvhere excopJ.:; 1\lE of CJ\EN. On the PJGHr, BAYEUX was captured. on 7 Jt~ne, and in conformity with the advance of V US corps,. 30 corps thrust SOU'J;E on tho axis TILLY-SUR-SEULLES 86 ..; VILLERS BOCAGE 85. Heavy ener;1y resistance was encount-ered in the close 11 bocage11 country and TILLY-SUR-SEULLES held out.. It was outflanked froL:l the Tffi.ST by 7 1\;rmd. DiV who pushed on to VTILI..ERS BOCAGE but were compelled to withc:i.raw to the high ground N\'1 of the town. 50 Inf J)iv held a firm base NORTH of TILLY. 

·.On 1. Corps front the; ener.1y was building v.p his armour, which delivered several counter-attacks E.AST and. WEST of the ORNE vrithout success~ Ei\S1' of th0 ORJ:..iE bUr positions were improved l;y· the capture of BREVILLE U137l;. on 13 Juno by 6 Airborne Div yrho were· now reirlforced by 51 Div,. 

35. By :the emf 'of . this. phase the eneny had comrni tted th17ee panzer, one para and t-Wo irif · c1i~rs in attempts to seal off Al1icd penetrations. 

· The F.irst US ..1\.rmy now had six inf, one armd and tvw cdrborne divs ashore. In the Brit sector five irlf, one armd and one airborne , · di vs had landed • 
. :_:·::·. 

FIRST US il.Rt'VIY 
'•: 

. 56. · The'·-priffio:ry task of First US .imTiy was to capt:ure Cl-lERBOURG, while developing tiperationi3 SOUTH arid SW through ·tho front; between ST . LO and C.AUl!IQJ\JT. ·. . 

The first step was to cut the CHF.RBOUR.G ponir~sula and to this end the drive WEST started on 16 June.. . On tbis. day, ST. s~IINEliR LE VICO:MTE T19 Was ctl.pturcd and by thc evcni.ng- o:(' 17 June, 9 US Inf- DiV had troops astride the NORTH -· SOUTH <::JOaf.lto.l road ~ll the yicinity of B.ARNEVILLE mm· f.ilR'R. T09~ -, .· 

On 19 June, VII. us 'corps a.O.vanced ;on CH8RBOURG on a ·three div front.; :Moving on a broaCJ, front through MONTEBOURG 030, VAWGNES 020 and BRIOQUEBEC 010~ the •corps closocl on tho dofo:nccs of tho port •• On-22 June the reduction of the fortress started, helpe<J lJy systematic bor,1bing. The pr:i_ncipal red.oub.t ~.FORT DE ROUIE - v-ras cc.p"Gured on 25_th, and tv<o ·clays later tho town' surrendered. By 30 .j"une:, raopping up.·vras · completcc1· and the r~:minsula YlES1' of' C:HERBOURG was c].carcd. 
· .. :.·::·: 

On 16 June, V US Corps n.tto.ckc<i to capturo :SERIG:NY T606:l5 ·and the high ground Vv'EST and SOUTH of it. 'rhe tmvn vras tekcm .• bu.t in spite of renewed. attacks the. hie;h ground ronained in oner.w ho.ncts,' '· The re­mainder- of the month lias spent in reorganisa-ti.or -and ir,1provirig the ' _ . positions .v-ion; while the '·J~1D.ii1.. effort, was conqt;;ptrq.ted up in t.hc NORTI-1.--': • ,-.· ' .i ' . 

SECOND BRIT .li.RMY 

37•. Operations w:r::ro ciiJ:.o~te·~ tq_ the. capture _of CilEN whereby a strong LEFT f~ank vv,oulc1 beY~ pr'oviciecl for. ~he_ brid8e4eo,d• · 

Initially it was boped t.hat ClJE:N'would be- captured by a pincer L1ove1:1ent, 30 Corpl;l; drivinG SE fron TILLY SUR SEULLES Vv~s to cross the ORNE N0RTH of TI~tJRY H.bl{COURT T94, vrhile the no"iily .J.rr:~.ved 8 
• ~./corps 
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Qo:~;ps crossed. the OR:NE NORTH of CilEN and clr'ove · S\7 to meet 30 .C.orps. 
o.fv-!iug to lack of room to deploy EAST of the. 'ORNE it vias finally . · · 
dec:Ldec1 that 8 'Corps should f·orn'i part of the RIGHT pincer~ Yvhllc 1; 
Corps carried out a limited operation to secure the LEFT flank of'' the 

.38';t .: In pursuance of this gcmerai .. :i.ntention, 30 .corps continued. ..• 
·its 'operations arounQ. TILLY \vhich was finally capturec1 .. vdth. HOTTOT 

on l9~·Jun:e :·after some: fierce fighting~ · · 
·; 

' ' ' Regrouping' n:J'W tool~ plE'.ce >' and 8. c.orps t1as int.erpose(L 
_betwe?n 30 and 1 Corpso · 

·~ ' 

39o The plan in outlit1e \vas:;.. 

·· ·: · 30'0orps (49 and 50 Inf Divs 
:.!·: · '· · 7 ArmdDiv) ·· 

8 Oo~ps (15.and 43 Inf Divs 
ll'Armd Divf 

.· .. :·•. 

1 Corps 

Se¢ure the· area ~TOYERS 86, protect; 
RIGHT flD.nk of' 8 Corps ana eXJ?lOi t 
tDTvafds AUNJ\Y SUR . ODON T85~ . . . 
Operations to start 25 J~ns~ 

Break out on front of 3 Cdn Div, . 
force crossings of R ODON anc1 R .· 

·ORNE a:b.d sebure high ground· NE· of 
BRETTEVILLE SUR LJI.IZE U05. 
Opdratio:ris to start 26 Jun~. 

Hold a firm bridgene~cl EAST of the 
ORNE ncar C.iiEN • .... Prepare tQ attack 
C.tl.EN from the NOR:T!J:':if'·-·opportuniiiy· 
offered. · · 
Minor operations to s·t~t 23 June.·· 

40. :~ On 2S . .Juiie, '30 Co:t:;fls p.ttack~d SQUTI-l aoross .the roid CAUMONT -
O.(IEN. · 49 Div captured F'ONTENAY-LE-PESNEL T8767 by nightfall. and pushed 
on along the high ground SE. .Attempts tE:> hold BRETTEVILLE.TTE 8864 were 
unsuccessful in the face of, repeated counter-attacks, lJut a -firm hold 
was secured on the RAURAY feO.ture about :£ 4llile NORTH of the village . 
on 21 June. · ' · · . : ",' ...... 

. . . . 
'OnS· corps front, 15 :oiv attacked between LE :VlESNIL PATR~ ' . 

T8970 .9,Ud NORREY-EN-BESSIN T9270 on 26 June. T'here vvas some very 
fierc'o opposi t:j.on :j.n the close countJ;>y, but by the follovdng clay the 
div had secured a,. bridgehead over'. the ODJN NORT~I &.' Gi~.VRUS T9262 •.... ··· .· · 
The ll.ll.!'mcl D~v. v'!'as brought il.p to secure the high grdund EVREQY. . .. . .. 
T9259 ,... ESQUll.Y T9561 and to .seize the R ORNE crossing, ·. On 28 .June, 
i,t 'baptured the hie;h grqund. ·o.r6unr1 pt 112 9562, vrhilo tho inf divs 
Yvere engaged in mopping up D.:ild widening the corridor b.c.ross the ODON. 

BY 29 ·June, ~nemy. j:-cactionS to· .the 8 Corps thrust hnd become 
o6st violent. Along the fr,ont frop JUVIC-:1\JY T8566 to C.AEN, eight 
parizer·divs Yverc concentrat6d. It ~iJaS do¢ic1cd that the Corps ·would 

.. c·o:nce!rlttat'e :on holding the grounc1 vvon 'while further :i:'c:~grouping took . 
~~. ·.· . ,. . ., 

On 1 corps front, 51 Inf Div improved the ORNE hride;ehead by 
securing ST HONORINE U0971 nftcr a stiff fight

1 vrhilo a liraitec:1 a~tD,c~· .. 
by 3 Brit Div NORTH of CAE:tif on 27 June, met very fierce :rdsistb.nc:e. · ··· 

41. By th~: ·i:n'ret of' ,Juiie, both Al1i~c1 armies wore fa~ing ·~OUTH a~p.; 
the stage vva.s being 'set ··f'or the defeat cif the German forces in NORivifl.N.DY. 
He had cornmi ttec1 a Panzer Corps brought from RUSSIA, anc1.to compensate 
for shortage of· inf vras. 'pringing' battle groups from the :Lnf divs in .. : . 
BRITT.llNY and SOUTH of the: LOIRE. ·: ' · . . . . 

.'. 

e •• /The Tactical 
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.. Tlw Taptical Ail:' Forces had provided continuoua. close. supp~rt to thc.'cground t.:roops whenwCather conditions permitted, .and .little was seen of the German Air Force by day. J\t night, :l;.il.;tftwaff.e ·atten1pts 'to boml) the; beachhead v~ere generally ineffective. . .. 
42• · Froin.D Dey to 30 June, . ?.74, 000 tons of storc;s ·and: 9,.920 1 A'. vehicles were landed for Second. Brit. ,Army. 

For 21 J!rmy Group rcquire:ctents, .570 Liberty ships, 788 CoastcFs, and ;2,899, other vessels arrived in FR.fl.l\TCE betweon D plus 1 and 30 ·June~ 

···:,.,·· 

F, LOSSES II\JFLICTED ON TiiE ElJET,'lY UP TO TBE CAPTURE OF' CHERBOURG ~ --.~---·· 

:·,· ·.·, 
43. I11 CBERBOURG itscJ,.;f., tho enerw lost 39,000 prisoners. In all; on 21 10:m:y Group front it ·was estinated that his losses in prisoners, killed and long-term wounded amounted to about 90,000 men~ 

G. CASUALTIES SUST.tilllED BY US 

Killed r{ounded :Missing ,T£tal .. ,,•.· 

Brit 2,960 u~, 299 4,450 •' 2J.,;709.~ 
can 396 1,516 1,177 3,089 

Total 3,356 15,8J.5 5,627 24,798 ' 

....•.. 

'•·-·· .·. 
· .... ·· 

' .. ~' 

.. ·~ , ... 
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SECTION 2 THE BATTLES LEADING UP TO FAL.AISE At"'ID THE BREA..T\:-OUT 

45. · ·' The: eneiny hi3.d·,~ hee~ strongly reinforced, but his. counter attacks 
up to da".:;e, though fierce, had been spasmOdic and unco..:.o:rdinated. 
The Allies had gained the initi,ative from the beginning and there had 
been n'o setbacks.· '' .. ,·, ' ' 

46. .Th-e build-up for the break-through was to take place on the 
RIGHT while :J;he 'enemy was to batter h:iins'elf. agair'lst a strongly held 
pivot :lri -~he OAEN ·area· on the LEFT, . In the plan forJul;y, therefore, 
Second. Army was to continue to contain the main enerD;y force b-cit\t<:ien ··· -· 
VILLERS BOCl..GE and GAEN and draw to itself its main strength. On 
the RIGHT, First US Anny was to advance SOUTH in the first stage of a 
move whicp, i t_was hoped, vmuld eventually clear BRITTiJ.ITY and bring it 
in a positi-on~:to .. cut .off any vrithdrayral &ST_j:vhich was to .be forc.ed. 
upon t,he enemy. 

.:· .. : ... ; ', ' ~ . 

'K strong fOrce positioned in the area' 1E IviANS - ./.I.RNCUN would, 
it was apprc::cie~ted, ser.·iously threaten tho enemy's concentration in the· 
Cl..EN aree or his retreat should events turn against him. 

i~ll the bridges over the SEllJE betYreen PLRIS and the sea had 
been destroyed by the l,.llied Air :B'orcos. . -•-

47. Tasks '<iere accordingly allotted to "'irm:i.os as follot'rs:-

(a) Second B:ri t .i',rmy .. · 

( i) 

( ii) 

(iii) 

,·,•. 

To hold tho mairi ·enemy forces in the 'area betYreen 
VILLERS BUC.t~GE and C.L~i.: .··,· 

To develop operations for ,the capture: of Ol,R'N" as soon as 
possible. 

To be certain of repulsing the expected counter attack 
vrith its ovm resources to enable the operations of 
First US Army in the \VEST to proceed undisturbed. To 
this end S ecor.d J.'~rmy ..-vas to hr;ld 7 Lrmd Di v in Arrny 
reserve .. 

(b) First US Army 

To devlop an offensive SouthYmrds starting on 3 July., The 
initial object or· this offensive was to open a gap pivoting 
on GtUJJ'viONT. Through this gap vvas to p2,ss the rer,1ainder of 
the US forces vvhich would, on the RIGHT, enter and clear the 
BRITTlJ\fY peninsula, and on tho LEFT, sweep SOUTH of the 
"bocage" country to tho area Lb.VIJ..., - Ivif: .. YENNE - .t'iLEl'JCUN - LE 
M.tlNS. 

B. THE ENENIT BUILD-UP 

48. By 30 June, the enemy had CGL1I:1itted eight Panzer, one FG, one 
Para plus elements of a second, 2.nd nine Infantry Divs, with clements of 
five more - altogether some twenty-five divs. 

The month's fighting had cost hlin the equivalent of six inf divs. 
709 Inf Div was cor.J.pletely vrritten off on the capture of OHERBOURG, while 
77~ 91, 243, 352 and 716 Inf Divs had suffered crippling losses • 

. ... ;c. 
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•··. G • 
. 49 •. .A.r.1erioan First US .l.~rr;ry - Four. Corps 

:·.·' 

Brit Cincl Cdn .t~rmie:il 

.. · D~ SUCCESS ACHIEVED 

Four Arnd Di vs 
Thirteen Inf Divs 

Five Corps 
Four '.b.rrn.d.J:Ji vs . 
Ten Inf Divs 
One l-..irborne Div 
S<:;ven Armd Bcies 
79 Armd Div 

OPETIUNS UP TO THE BRE.i..K-OUT UN 25 JlJI~~ 
50. . . On ) July, VIII US Corps O.ttaoked with three divs directed on LA .fi.W'E DU RJITS T 1-8. The follovring day VII US Corps launched a.n attifck vdth the object of g1idning nKre elbo~:v ror;m in the area SW of C.b.RE.I\fTAN. Opposition vras' vory stir~f 2,nd air,support was considerably curtCJ;iled through bad Yre.ather. Pl"Ogress VTCJ.f3 r:;ade by both Corps, and .. :XJ:X:us· Corps ·oxti:mded the frc.:nt of attack on 7 July by capturing ST ~E,ill\f DE D.i:..YE T 47. on road C.b.P . .Ei>T'rJJIJ ~ ST LU. un 8 July Lb. HLYE DU PUITS .·was. secured by VIII US Corps, and \lii US Corps advanced to Ydthin 1000 • Yards of ST E'IT. T 37. In continuous fighting further liwiteci advances continued along the front in the next f'evv- ·aays · ai1d by ·J4 July -che attack had reached a general line from the coast 3 nil0s NVi' of LES&i.Y T 17 to the high ground dr:;r,1inating ST 10, 2 r:1il.:;s. NE and _E.i~T .· pf the town. 

51. ~i~Mvrhile, on '7 July, after' O:n. attack by" ~50 heaV'.f bombers bf Bor.1ber ... Cor:11:1nnd, 1 Corps attacked NORTH of C..:~.EN with RIGHT 3 Cdn Div, . ,CENTRE 59 Div and LEFT 3 Brit Divo ·Ciilll'J and Ci..R]?IQUET T 96 were captured. on 9 July .. 

."!. . . . On 10 July, 8 Corps attacked SE fror;1 the :ODON.b;r~dgohead . with 43 Div. Pt 112 V.J'C\S taken that day ana changed hands again frequentiy in the next two d.ays, but after violent fighting tb.o ·high ground renained in our handsQ 

. On 30 Corps front limited advances Yror.e made in the _arqa sutrTH Of TILLY where again tho fighting Vv'E\.S hnrde 

52.. During ,this fortnight ·tho Gnaw was forced to. cor.-:r.1it his re'info;rceuents pioccuoal :as they arrivodo He nbved 2 SS Pz Div to the· Vi.EST. to hold the J;_n.er icans but had to s t)li t it into sr:1all battle groups.·.·:·. ·:pz· LEER· and 21 Pz Divs, Whom he h~pcd tel rest, h~d .to be thrown in ·agnin ~tcr .two days' respite to plug h:-;les in 'the CJ,]N and ST ,~0 9·ec.tors. · 

53•. . During the ten clays ending 24 July, ·the ·c.dvMce 'of First US J;;ri'hy c'ontinued gradually ::end reached the genoral 'line. o£' the read LESS/..Y ·;.;;:PERRIERS T 27 - ST .tu, the last rietJcC!. being coptui~ed on.1B July. 
'·., ::.!:·:· . ·. . 54. Iri the Brit s.~~tor, 30 Corps attacked SOUTH on· 15 July ancl · lMde some progress tovv-ards NuYERS in the face of stiff countcp attacks. On the LEFT of 30 c.orps, i 2 Corps also atte,cked on 15 July 1;d th 15 and 53 D;i.:vs; across,',tho ODON towards EVRECY.. Tho ori'er;l.y r1ad0 seve;r.al, ·. COunter attac.ks .but ~he.SO vvere J;'C_pulsed V:vi:t.lLheavy casualties •. : ... 

. ' . ' . .. . . ····, 

,,·,. 

On .the LEFl' of the Brit front Second 1~rny launched a· pb-v'ierful ar.r::rl and' inf ~tta.ck on t8 July, Ei:..ST bf 01..EN~ · irhe 8BSEc\Ul t Was. preceded by an at-tack RY over· t.vro. thous,ancl heavy and ue_:iUL1 borJ.b-er's o:fJ?o:rabor Con~nand and the us i'..ir _For.ces, vmo· dro·ppod SOUO' 8000 tonp l~m\enorJ.y' pos'itions. · Second To.cticaJ; ..i'.ir. Force flm"r nE-'i?.rly '1400 ''so:Fties on the first d~y of the attack. . · '' _; 
, o .. /8 Corps 
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8 cc,rp.s; · cr:·ns:i..sting r;f Guards_, 7 and 11 i .. rmd Divs, passed through '· "' i:iX~~ L;.iJ6 d:..u::td. t ,J n·~tuck SUUTH astride the high g;round traversed by ~~;y.; .ic,in road GLI!N - ~J:.&I3:S U '13. 2 Gdn OGrJ?S vras to clear ~hp bui~t-~ro m:ca of OvLl.lrviBELLES u 06 and. L1ako· a firm bas6, while 1 O'"Jrps protected t1::c LEFT flank :~,f 8 Corps. ··· ·' 
Some vory ·stiff fighting followed throughout tho area. The arrcmur mad.e good progress r·.t i;h<:; outset, but after throe days' fighting wns finally brought to a halt by a strc.ng anti-tank screen. The O.AEN suburbs Eh.ST of th:c OB,I\i'E were 'cleared ancl the advance reached the general line ST lvL:UT./.TIN DE FONTENAY U 0260 - BOURGUEBUS U 06 - GAGNY U 1164. 

55o On 18 July,· the advance of our arnour br:;ught 12 SS Pz Div bacl~ into the line and. drcvv 1 SS Pz Div in from WEST of the ORNE. Ll though he had held' the arm.d breakthrough) the eneny suffered considerably in the process. In order to ensure against a further breal;<:through SU.UTH of' Ol>.EN' he then brought 9 SS Pz Div, 2 Pz Div and elements of 10 · SS J?z Div Eastwards across the ORNEo 

This was to h8.Ve a .decisive effec";;. As a result o;f three . weoks 1 hi:i.rd f'ighting Second: Brit .. ~rmy had .achieved its ?-iu. 0Gndi tions were now £'2-vourable for the "break-out". 

· OPER..:.TIUNS UP TO THE 'cLOSING OF THE FiiL1'..ISE Fll01illT. 25 JULY - 19 AUGUST 
56. .. On· 25 July, ari J.:.n~:rican attack preceded by vary he8.VY br;rn.bing ·broke through bet:vveen PERRIE;RS and ST LU, 8.DC~ on the same day 2 Cdn Corps a tt·aclced si:-llul t8.:neous1y astiicle the r o.ad C.ilEN - }:i':.,...Li;.ISE. In the Elean time, in· the CENTRE, 12 0 6rps hnd captured I,L~TU~~ T. 9862 nnd rn.aJ.e lir.::.i ted .. progress SUUTH. 

These tvv-d Brit 8.ttacks, strongly- contested, undoubtedly helped to pin dovm Gerr11an forces Yvhich night have been novod tr; r.1eet the i:..r.J.erica:n thrust. This developed 'tvi th great speed. rind povv-er, apcJ. aft or QOUT.._iliOES 1'··25 had be~h. captu;red :m 27 July, .ci:'iT~~~CHES T 21 :iiT8.s taken on .the 30th and the El.dvance into 'BRITT.i..NY 'began. · · 

57o . On 23 Jttly, First Cdn ~~rnY .. took ovE;r COli.JEl8.nd of ,1 Corps, and assur.1ed responsibility for the sector EiiST of G..h.EN, ·on 31' July, it. alsu. took .over 2 Cdn 0 Drps. 

On 1 i>.ugust, Tvvelfth US Army GJ.~oup became op8rational and the fifteen divs of First US ;;,nw were divided up to. :r:mke. two aruies, First and Third. 

58o The oper8.tions nt this jw'1ct~re ha:1 throe :-;bjects; .. · tr; captp.re the BRITTANY ports, to.· block tho line. of the LOIRE an~1 the PJ..RIS - URLEiiliS gap, and to destroy the retruating Gerr.1an forces WEST of the SEINE. When it becaLle clear that. the enerJy did riot intend ir:1nedici.tely to yvithdraw Eastwards, 8. f'urther · aiu vie.s added ·,·ihich vms the envelopnv::mt of the. Seventh Arrzy and Panzer Group VilEST in the El.J.~cn SOlJTH and E/;.ST of F.AI.uiiSE. 
59~ . During the first YiGek of b.ugust, VIII US 0 ::.rps nove::l SUUTH and, d;..·ove W];S~ into BRITTl..NY vrhE;;re tho eneuy vras :reduced to withdrawing his .. fo::::-ces._irito the thrC:e ma:in port.s), BRESTJ LORIE.N.T and DIN1Jill ...; ST ~1ULO•· 

The renaining available clivs in the vicinity of .A.V.R.:J~CHES were turned El..ST in ,o~er to turn the eneD.y LEFT .flank. ,. . . 

CO., : On 30 Jt~.ly, S,ecnnd Brit A.r:r:J.y begnn. 8. d.rive frr.in,1 the CAUMONT ,: ' a:;.'ea directed f'irst SOUTH~ ~u:1d then EAST to the Ri.ver ORNE. . ·The reason. for changing t.he ax.j,.;;.' of advance fr0m the lif!c VILLERS BOC.AGE ·- C..AE:J was t!1at in the 18.tter area the ener:w had concentrated his uain power of resistance. LE. B.:ENY BUC.tiGE ·:r 64 and JURQUES 65 .. vrere. CB.pt:u-red on 1: Lugust. The advance·. contiqu~d~ steadily tow,;trds the .OBNE between .A:.1.GENT.iill an·d THUR.Y ffi.ROOURT ,' with RIGh"T B. Corps (switched .froi:1 the Gdn · L.:z:Dy sector) on the general lhe FI,ERS - .iJ:I.GEI'fT"':N, ·q.nd 3P Corps CENTRE v:.a the lviONT PINOON f'e8.ture T 84- ·to. THORY HLRGUURT.. 12 O::•rps LEFT.· served as a pivot in ·the EVRECY ar~ac. · · · 

. , ./In the face 



In the face of heavy enemy resistance, Second Army had reached 
the line of the road PUTANGES U 12 - FALAISE by 19 August .. 

~~ ~: .. :, - -··.- ·•·· :-.~ ~~ ~·. \ .•... ;, :~ ~.·.f·~· :.· ~ .: : :~':.;, .. ,~ ..... :. :<::·.::'~·:. ~ ~-- .. 

61. First Cdn Army supported these onerations with a heavy attack 
directo'd. 6ri FALATSE,B:iitr{do"''tfio;·ffiairi :ooif ~oad, It was launched on -
7 August ancl ptc~cSJ:ed b'y ·a: ·bornbirtg'·Eitta:ck b~~ 1, 000 heavies of Bomber 
Comma~<L- .•. The cadvanc.;::/reachod a: poJ:':fl_:t.:.some 4 - 5 miles NORTH. of FALAISE 
where it cas haltod'by an extensive anti-tank screen: Tha~/:trea between 
the River IAIZE and the ORJ\J-:E was cloared•by a junction on 12 August 
betvvcen the Cdns and 12 Corps who had meanwhile forced a crossing over 
the latter river," 

~- . · ... -. 

.. . On 11,. August-, --tho at..taok't.on FALAISE vvas resumed and tho tow1'l 
was ontereo. on the 16th. The gap between tho Brit and Cdn Armies was 
now only 1 2 miles wide; further E.ii.ST tho armd di vs of the Cdn Army were 
closing on CH./VI.IBOIS 32 and TRUR 

62. In the meantime, on 7 August, while the American turning move-
ment ori tne· RIGHT •vas. gctfing· unCJ.er -·-_,y.a_y.·,~ "the Germans launched a very 
heavy counter-attack \·rith five pz and t\vo i1')jf cLivs against the First US 
Army,. in the vic:Ln.:PcY ()i' i16RTAII{;·~- .. Tl~is' ~~~s. directed on AVRANCHES with 
the opject of cutting tho COTEj\J'T·IN pei1insula:. 

'• ,. •. . ·- ~-· ' ..... '' ,.. .,, •.•...•. -~· . .. •. ·-- . . ···•· • ..--~ ,,,c :·· . •. .. .. w.. . « "' ~- ' 

Th~ attack was held by First~ US Army,· vvhb vvere .~uppor.ted by 
every available ,aircraft of. tho T8_ctical Air Forces. .2 TAF ·alone used 
4 72 Ty.Phoons and claimed 79 tanks destroyed and 51 damaged on the first day.··' ..... ,. ·-- .............. " ... · ................. . 

. ·As. socm ~s--it 1vas so-en~ that' Fi;st' US Army could cope with the 
counter-attack, tho Third Army was directed to continue· its ao.vance SE on 
LAVAL and LE IviANSo On reaching LE IllfANS, it was ordered to turn NORTH 
to capture ARGENTAJ\T and help Second Brit Army to trap the German forces. 

On reaching ARGEi'fl'i·LN; the divisions engaged wore taken over by 
V US Corps of First US Army, and Third US Army were released to continue 
their drive Eastwards to the SEINE VII US Corps now come in on the 
LEFT of V Corps. and they ao.vanced to the general line CHAiviBOIS - TRUI'T -
PUT.MTGES. On 19 August they met the Cdns and tho 11pockot" was closed. 

As the Second Brit Army advanced into the ;'pocket 11 from the 
WEST, the AmGrican formations were gradually pinchGd out, and First US 
Army was ordereCl. to attack :NE to the SEH;E at ELBEljF, about 10 miles 
SOUTH of RODEN. Thus, before tho "pockotr' had been finally cleared up, 
a second enveloping move was in progress. 

In the extreme SOUTH, XII and :XX US Corps maintained their 
sweep towards ORIJEAl\fS and CWcRTRES. 

E. LOSSES INFLICTED ON THE E:f\TENiY 

·63. With the closing of the FALA.ISE gap, tho number of divs 
destroyed since D a:ty ,1.mounted to fifteen 1,vi th another four ano. a half 
cut off in BRITTAI'n. Very heavy losses were suffered by another seven 
divs. In the same period prisoners and kil:'.ed counted were approximately --
240,000, with long term ivounded making an est~matod total of 400,000. 

checked -
In tho "pocket" itself tho follovring equipment was subsequently 

Guns 
Tanks and SP guns 
Tracked vehicles, .. 

lorries and cars 

571 
358 

L~, 71 5 

... /F. CASU'ILTIES 
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F, - CASUALTlliS SUSTAINED BY US 

64. 

:\1--. 

·;_i 

• ,.:. t 

'.d.: 

From 1 July to 24 ,August 
- -1 Killed ;Wou.ndcd i J\'Iissing~· TotaJ. · i 

. l •• ·Allied Cont.fuecnts ; . 290 i 1 ,023 101 _; 1 ,414 1 
British · l 9,368 ;29,998 2,190 141,556 j 
cc.nadiq.n · l · 2,665 -~ 9,525 780 ! 12,970 · --~. 

~-~~-+~~-------4-------+---------' 
TOTliL l 12 ,32_.3 )40,546, 3, 071 ·!55, 940 ) !..-.__.--~-------- '",! 

•· 

___ .,.i 

Cumulative from D day , ..._......_ __ _,., ___ ~-------.,;.__-___:_j 

! ..• · Killcdf Wounded :NrissirJ.g Total . ~ 
Allied Contingents;,_!___.. __ ,-2-9-0-. .,.J .... -1-,0-2_3 ____ ..,..._ -_. --1 0-1--~---1-,-4-14-. _ .... ·.~-.~-11 
British ! 12,328 ll14,297 ' 6,640 1 63,265 l 
Canadian J 3,061 •11,041 1,957 -j16,059 j 

r---~---+------0-------~~----~--~1~ 
TOTAL 15,679 56,-~61 j. 8~698 l 80_,738 ' 

.. ~ r 

·:.··.-· ,./ :,•." 

_·,,' 
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SECTION 3 . THE iillVANCE ACROSS TilE SEH1E, . TI-lE JillVANCE TO BRUSSELS .t\ND Al~TiiERP Al'ID TBE CLE.Ali.JJ'>fG OF TBE CHAI.\JJ\lEI, FORTS 

A. GENERAL PLAN OF · THE BATTLE 

65. Although large German forces VK:Te t:cs.:;ped in-the FA.L..I\..ISE pocket on iS Au&,il8t, they were fighting d_?i:!perately to br.e;ak out and had to be. mopped up. At the same time, those wi.l.o managed to avoid encirclement had to he pursued and Cl1
1
G off if they were to be destroJed WEST of the SEllfB as· vvas the Comi1la.Dder-in--Chief 1 s intention. Accordingly US z:.:r and XIX Corns were directed to the SEINE at l\IIAJJTES-GASSICOURT R6060 and ELBETJ-r R1 9 l~especti vely. v~11ile First Cdn. Army blocked the EAST side of the pocJcet, ScconcL Army 1verc to clr'i ve through it to tho SEINE. . . 

The .American 01Jerations took them NE and NORTH • across the front of Second Army. it was therefore arranged tl-l2.t as Second Army closed up to the SEINE tho .Americo.ns vvould give passage and then withdraw within their original bm .. mdnry ,,vhich ran VER.l\lEUIL R03 -DREUX R33 - MAl\fTES-G/iSSICOURT and \·~o.s inclu.sive to Second Army. 

66. . Starting from the a.r:~a of DREUX R33 on 18 August, the t\vo US Corps thrust rapidly NOR'J.'H. EVR.EUX H16 was roached on 22 Au2,ust and ELBEUF on 25 August·. 
. . . 

lYican·whilo, on 21 Aus'Ust, the British .Armies from .ARGENTAI\f to the sea pushed on EAST. By 25 August, they YJcre closing to the SETI\lE on the RIGHT, -vvhilo f1..rrthcr NORTII they 'liCl~e o.cross the R RISLE Q99. The German forces '.Jere being harried to· a state of disorganisation 1-Jhile the Second Tactical Air Force c1ic1 p;rcat execution among the ·improvised ferries and congested bo·Gtle l;ecl>B o.lons ·the lOYJcr SEIJ\lE. By 25 August also, the mopping up of the enemy in the "lJoclcetn was virtually completed. 

67. From 20 August, the .!unoricnns , i::legc:m e,stablisl~:i,ng ;;-.·bridgehead over the SEINE near 1\il\l'TTES -GJ:SSICOURT; SOUTH . of P.A.PJS, . which Alli eel ·troops entered on 26 August, t.h6 SEIJ\TE vias crossed at }iiELillii S20 a.nd the YOI'T.NE at SENS X66, o.nd the Lme:dcans YJcre sweepJ.n,s on towards TROYES and the R ?l~iE, 

B. FOR.Y.LA.TIONS l.i'J\IDER CQl\..iliLU'ID 21 A.Rllu GROlTP Ai'i!D THEIR ALLOCATION ~0 TASiill 

68. T-vvelfth Army Group wo.s to revert to direct comnand of SlL:!EF on. 1 September and vias to oper<:•.te mi the RIGHT flank of 21 . .Army Group directed on the iillDENNES. For· tne tiritc being, the boundary bqhveen the hv-o :Army Groups vDuld be BK~UV.lJ:S "J!ii90 ..,. DOUlu H60 - ATE J23 - EASSELT K36. 
On 26 Au8Ust orders nerd issued fo~ 21 Al"lliy Group's advance NORTH. The intention 1·-ias to destroy all onE:'my i.\1 tho PAS DE CALAIS and FLAl\i'DERS and to captun; ANTv.IER.P. . .... 

SECOND BRIT i~ 

69. (a) To -cross the SEINE on the RIGHT, in the vicinity of VERNON R47 with 30 COI1J3:, and on the LEFT, betvveen LES ANDELYS R39 and LUtJVIERS R28 1vith 12 Corps. 

The adv8nce of 30 Corp~ to the SEINE 'was led by 11 Armel Di v, folloYicd by 50 Div, 17hi1e J+Y Div in reserve Yi o.s to force the crossing. 

The o.dvance of 12 Corps was led by 15 Div -rJho were to make the crossing, followed by 53 Div. 

• .. /(b) 
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· (b) To advance NORTH and establish itself in the area ARRAS H4D -
J:J\ITENS N15 - ST FOL H11 Yiith all speed SJ-nd auite ir:i:es-oective of :the .. progress of tho. armies on the fl~ks ~- Ai\UENS and the 
crossings over the SOliiTVIE to be captured c::.s. quickly as possible. 

For this pho.se, 30 Corps regrouped and tho o.dvc::.nce was led 
by RIGHT, Guards .cirmd Div, and I.E8'T 11 · l1.rmd Di v, direct eel on 
the SOiv0.iE crossings about ;·,J-!ITE.l"~TS N15. 50 Div followecl up 
and 43 Div held the SEilTE briclgchcc:cd, 

12 Corps, viith l1- Armel Bclc and later 7 Lr:m.cl Div in the load, 
was directed on an area NYJ of .i\kiTENS. 53 Div, echt:loned 
back, protected the LEi?T flank. 

FIRST CDN .lffiii;IY: 

70. (a) To cross the SEINE behJcen FONT DE L1 Al:l.CHE H29 anc1 the sec:;., 
advance NORTH on. the general line ST m.IER H1S - BHL[G]~S C80 
and· capture DIEPPE : :·:.c; • 

. ;' 

(b). To secure IE .HAVRE L42. 

71. 2 Cdn Corps RIGHT 1·Jith 4 Cdn i:;rmd Div, 3 Cdn Div ancl la·,t;er 
Pol-ish .Armd Di v to cross the SEINE ,in -the vicinity of RDUEN JiiJ21 , · 

. capture the town and advance NNE to the · SO:M!viE betvJecn EAST of f;.BBEVILLE 
171..; and tho sea. 2 Ccln Div to capture DIEPPE. 

·· · 1 Brit Corps LEFT, to cross tho SEINE WEST of RODEN. 51 
Div on. the RIGHT to capture ST VALERY-EN.,.QAUX L96 and then s-rveop SW 
along tho coast, 49 Div on tho LEFT to seize IE flAVRE. If this Ylas 
not. possible,. to contain the port while tho necessary bu.ilCl:~-up v:o.s mt:lde. 

}2. ··.. When it \'!as evident the enemy '\vere in full retreo. t on Second 
Army's front, and withch~mving on tho LEFT into the Chc:;.nnol 'ports to 
deny us their use, Second J,xrrry \Je;re orclerod to capture BRUSSELS ancl 
Al'f.TYlEHP and to secure o. briclgchead over the ALBEHT c::J-JAL. The task of 
clearing the- coast51l b.el t ~va[i the responsioili ty of First Cdn ..:~my • 

. i' "1. '. 

c. SUCCESS ACHIEVED ' 

SECOND BRIT lilllv1Y 

73_. .. :In Sec·oncl Army sector, bridgeheads OVOl" the SEIN.C 'acre 
quickly established at VJ<;HNON ancl ELST of LOuiTIERS, the enemy opposition 
being light o.s a rcsul t of tho .:.JJ1Crican swoop through the co1..mtry along 
tho WEST bank~ On the· other ho.nd, tho concentrn.tion of tho rest of 
Second Army for the dri vo NORTH ~~as inovitc;,bly delayccl by havin~ to pass 
·across this American thrUst! 

74. The advance from the 30 Cor-ps bric1gehoad stc:;.rted on 29 August. 
Bad •mather and some opposition dolo.ycd mo.ttors this day, but on 31. 
August, after an all ... night advance, 11iu~:m.dDiv crossed the SOli!IME at 
Ai\.UENS. By nightfall Guards 1~rmd Div further Ei;.ST had e]_emcnts astride 
the road lLBERT N36 - .AlviTrJIJS. One bcle of 50 Di v also rcax:ihed .AIIITENS. -
The COYJ.ni had aclvanced 80 miles. 

The advance of 12 Corps started from the 15 Div bridgehead 
on 3Q .August and by the· e'ilening, 4 Armel Bdo ho.cl advanced over 30 miles 
to reach GOURN.AY Ivi61, and 53 Div v-Jerc on their LEFT in tho LYONS h:t 
FORET area lVI40. On 31 August, 7 A.r:m.d Div had como up and rco.ched POIX 
~184, followed b-y 53 Div· \c1ho -rverc mopping up cne:rcy pockets by-passed by ~. 
t..he armour. · · 

.••• /75. 
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75. On 1 Septcmbc.r, GuardE; "\rrnd Di v by-pas ced lillRAS and elements 
reached DOUAI and Ll:lNS.H51'. On their LEFT, 11 Armd Div reached the 
road APJ'-w\S - ST POL. 7 L.rmd Div by-passed enemy resistance at 
L.Il:Uinms M86 and also crossed the SQI!.JJ.-..:C. 

76. In the next three days, the advance co.ntinued rapidly. 
Guards L.rmd Div, now with tho BcHghm Bde 1.mdc:: command, c·aptured 
TOURtiTAI H93 and crossed thu ESCAUT on 2 SoDtor:i.ber. The div 
entered BRUSSELS on the afternoon of 3 September and ·oy last light 
had control of all main exits. 11 Armd Div by-passed LILI.E H63 and 
after an advanc.e of 60 miles on 3 September, wel'O in -t;hc area of 
ALOST. by last light, On ~- Scptor:1bcr, _11 i:~.rmd Div I!CI'C in ANTvi'ERP -
and 50 Div· roctchod i:J.DST. Tho city of ANTYJERP was firmly in om'"' 
hands but the Northern su·ourbs adjoining the dock o.rca remained to be 
cleared.· 

30 Corps spent the next fey; days irn.proving their P?Si tions 
in tho ALITTVIERP - ~iUiliiNES J77 ~ LOUV.A.IN J85 - BRUSSELS area •. 

Ilfieam·;hile, ·12 COIJ.JS had moved .on and cleared the ST POL -
BEl'hUJ.{b lb2 - LILLE o..roa, and 7 Arrnd Di v co.pt1..1.red GHENT J18 oh 6 

_September. 

FIRST ODN ARMY 

77. 2 Cdl1 Corps concentrated SOUTH of ELBEUF on 25 August, and 
tho inf bde of L~ can Ar:rnd Di v go.ined a bridgehead over the SEINE in 
tho vicinity of the tovm on 26 August. . In the next fcvJ days, tho 
rest of the armd div and 3 C0n Inf Div expanded the bridgehead, v~1ile 
2 Odn Inf. Div cleo.red the thickly wooded areas in the loops of the 
rive;~;· SOUTH of ROUEIJ. . . . 

On 30 August, the "o.dvo.nce fr'om the bridgehead started, 
ROUEN v;as found cle~:.r o:f' eneqy and PTh'UHY I1fl30 was captured.· . Progress 
-vvas• rapid. On 3·1 .:;.ugust, 4 Cdn Armd biv roo.ched the area. FOHGES H53 -
BUO:tr.{ J'!I32 and 3 Cdn, Inf Div passed through to l\J"EUFCii./1..TEL l!Il-+4 and BURES 
1135, By 2 September, 4 Cd11 ::o.rnd Div were across the SQ1.1J:t.'IE and 
conccntratea_ EL.EiT of .tJ3BEVILLE I:I78 and, tvw days later, 3 Cd..11 Div were 
in tho BOULOGNE ·- CLL:'.IS area. 

. . 

2 Cdn Inf Div liberated DH~PPE on 1 September and tho port 
was quickly put intc operation to a ll1-;1itcd ·d.egr0e. The .div then· 
moved NORl'I-I around 3 Div. The strongly hold defences of DlJ11JKIRK 
Yvoro reached on 8 Scptcrabc;:r. Those .17ere .mDsked1;i!hilo clements of tho 
Div pvshod on up the coast. By W SepteE1ber, 'osT.$ND c.6o o.nd 
NIE'l.JFORT H59 had be;en occupied ccnd patrols were in ZEEBRUGGE C81. 

Meanwhile, the Polish Anna. Di v had eros sed -the Sm;JME, and 
pushed on to tho GH8NT - BRUGES Gn.nal, · v1hich \WlS .held :in some strength. 
L:- Od..11 _:;.rmd Div CDJ.'J.O up on their LEfil'I.', cleared BRUGES by ·j 1 Septeiiioer 
o..nd e.tf e:;tod a crm;sing of tho Canal. The tv;o Clrli1d di vs then closed 
up to the LEOPOLD Canal over which the · one:my olew o.ll the bridges and 
sho-vved he Vias determined to deny us a crossing. vrnile the Cdn Armd 
Div contained the enen~- on the LEOPOLD Canal, the Polish An-:J.d Div 
swung EAS'I.' and then NORTH. They took over GHENT from 12 Coxps, ana. 
then proceeded to cle::::.r the area Up to the SCHEIDT estuary between 
ANTViERP and the smll port of TER.NEUZEN D21. 

78. _ In 1 ·corps sector, 51 o.nd ~-9 Divs cleared the loops of the 
SEINE WEST of ROUEN, and 2:ot sane elements across tho river at DJJCL!JR 
M02, OAUDEBEO L92 o..nd QUILJ:EBEUF L72, but the oulk of the Corns 
crossed at ELBEOF. On 1 September, the o.dv-o.nc.e started. 51 Div 
thrust UJ?- to ST VALERY:-EIJ-C.il.UX vvhich vJas liberated on 3 SeDtenber, 
They ti1en turned dovm the coo.d to come in on the R~GHT of~ 49 Div 

••• /who in the 
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who in the meantime had been engaged with the _enemy outpost positions.· 
coveTing 1.£ HAVRE. : By 6 September, the Corps ho..d driven fon;ard up 
to the mainoofenccs of this port, which vvcre for1i1idablc. 

79. Thus in about ten CL.-:.ys the Brit and OCL\1. .Al.o·Jics had advanced 
from the SETI'JE to the Dutch frontier •.. · The coast line v1as cleared· , 
except for LE HAVRE, BOUIDGNE and CALAIS Yvhich vvere a!Jout to be dealt 
with, and DUN1ITRK which was to be sealed off. 

LE HAVRE 

80. The garrison of this fortress v1as a~"Jout 12,000 r,1en. The 
defences ran in a seril.i-circle from a point on the SEHlE about 6000 
yds EAST of the port, to the Channel coast· aiJout 10,000 yds NORTE-I of 
the port. There v1as a flooded valley on the EAST side douinated by 
high ground, :::end an extensive anti-tank ditch along the Northen1. 
perimeter sited in conjunction with :r::ruch wire and very eJttensive 
1-:c1incfielda. The c:ctnti-tank ditch covered a series of strong points 
-rvhich were of reinforced concrete and contained a large number of MGs 
and· 88 nm1 guns. In the t ovm there . ·were two forts, nw-:1crous pill-boxes 
anrl fortified buildings and anti...;tank guns sited to cover n.ll approaches, 

Of guns co.po.iJle of being used in o.. ground role there were 108 
of 88 nn calibre or over. 

81. ;The defences ·were softened up iJy the 15 inch guns of a Nn.vp.l 
Bon!x,rdmertt .Sqn and by Bomber Com:rD.and v1ho drop:~Jed 4000 tons during the 
four doss preceding the attack in spite of iJad weather. In thq 90 
nunutes _before E hour' another 4600 tons Here m~opped, 

Lt 1745 hours 10 Scptcmix;r, supported iJy, some 350 su~s, one 
ode of 49 Div breached tho ;:,uncfields and broke into the enemy position 
in the l\fE corner of the defences. At mi(\night ,, 51 Div on their RIGHT 
broke in also. Good :progress Yvas mc,do. Eneuy stronr:; points 1mre 
to.kcn froi'l the: :cec:tr, the_ break through was vJidenoc:t· and by dark on 11 
Soptcnber tJOth di vs with nobile co:LtlELil.S supported by tanks v1ere .e;etting 
into the town itself and-had rc:n.chcdthe high ground overlooking the 
ho.rbour. 

The drive continued during the night and at 1'145 hours on 12 
.Scptero1iJer tho gar1~ison coE1T;lander surrendered. 
in the port o.rea o.nd IJy nightfall sone 12,000 
including 500 wou.f1dod found in hospitals. 

l'!lOppin.e; up . continued 
prisoners -vJcrc taken · 

One of the stron.e;ost fortresses of the "Atln.ntic v'Tall;r was 
o.ssc:cul.tcd from tho landwc:.rd side and reduced in 48 iwurs fiEhtin.e;. 

BOUIDGNE 

82, The go.r:cision consi_sted of about 9,000 non. Tho defences 
rc.nclong o.n irregular semi-circle of hizh r;round, with a m11:1bcr of 
features org:o.nised o.s fortresses. In addition to oci.rthv-qorks, tho 
positions contained D. coosidcn~a:P1e n'JDbcr of concreto Cl~rple.cenents, 
due;-outs etc. All were ',·?ired and coverc:c1 by extcnsi ve tuneficlds. 
Coc,st defence !Jo.tteries conto.incc1 gw1.s up to 305 L1r:1, It is nm; 
estino.ted tl'lo.t theTe were approximately 90 guns o,t BOUIDGNE of 75 :crrn 
calibre or greater. 

83.. Ocvine: to lo.ck of ctir support duo to bad vieather the o.ssault 
vvas postponed for hio days. It sto.rtoc1 tit ·1 025 hours. on '17 :_;opter.:ber' 
·when tv1o t)Cles of 3 Oo.n IY~i Di v attq.cked after tho :tlAF had dro··med over 
3000 tans of bonbs. -~rtillery support 11as provided by nbout 340 guns. 
Progre.s;s 'lias slo·aed by obstacles and incidents of the rzrounc1: D.nd the 
ddcrnincd efforts of tho h.eaVIJ bccttcries, including the gu..fJ.s at OJ~ 
GHIS l'TEi, 

••• /The f arts 
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. ThG..;f()ri;s were gradually reduceSJ.. and all resistance in the 
town vvas fina.lly crushed by 22 S(3Jrt<,:miber. 

OJLUS 

84. ThiS assau:lt was. the tc-tsk of :3 Odn .Ini' Div and vW1s clclaycd 
oy the operations at BOUlliGNE. 'I:t; included 'the capture of' CloP GRIS 
NEZ and thq three~g11J:l. CT(,?ss-chnx:W.e:l .. !=Jat~Ei£y at SAl'JGATT'E. 

In' ackLition _ fo. 'the. fixd(l defences which 1vere of. the same 
pCLttern as those encountered at IE HLVR8 and BOUIDGNE, the Oclns were 
here confronted with extensive flood:i._r1g caused by the GenJ.k'U1S in the 
area EN3T, SOUTH and SW of O.AL.tJS. J.s a result, tho Div vms forced 
to attack fron the WEST of the tovm. 

The attack was launched with two odes at 0815 hours 25 
Septmn.ber supported by a heavy air boi!1bardmcnt. Good progress was 
rhade and on 26 Septenioer, the hiEh ground SW of the tovm of ESC.t:.LLES 
G77 was sem.U'ed. Mine,s e..nd inundations hampered operations but the 
Citadel fell and the town v-vas entered on 28 September. J,J."l. arr:1istice 
11as 8.1Jowed for the evacuation of civilians from CL.LlJS and the Ct.ttack 
rcsw~1ed ctt I:lidday on 30 Septm:1ber. By the same evening all organised 
resistance had ceased, and napping up 'Has completed early on the 
morning of 1 October. CL.P GRIS NEZ was captured on 29 September. 

85. The British L of C was now well over 350 mil-es long, Both 
8 Corps and 1 Corps were grounded for some days in order to rcle<:ese 
their vehicles to help naintain the momentum of the drive NOHTH. Ll"l 
air lift of a;)proximately 9900 tons had to be made to forYJ<:erd areas 
between 5 and 30 Se-ptember, exclusive of air sup;)ly on the LPJ,JI-JEM 
operation, 

Llthough the IE I-L~VPJ~ dock installations had been 
thoroughly wrecked by the enemy, the Brit and US Navies in.:.rnedio.tely 
started the t;:,sk of opening tho port, 30 Brit l)Jinesweepcrs being 
en~ployed. The sEnller ports, DIEPP.E, BOULOGNE, Clilii.JS and OST'£:i1JD, 
soon stnrted to operate on a reduced scale, and m.atcrially assisted 
in the maintcnCLnce of the Force • 

.:.~s tl1c coastal belt v-vas clc2-.red, bases for the e.t:.'C:ElY V 
YJearons in Northern FR!JIJCE and :S:CLGIUE ·were eliL'linatcd :r~ pushed back 
into HOL:r.u:J'ID ancl the Dutch isle..nds. 

86. Llthou.sh heavy cctoualties were inflicted on ctll enemy 
fornations engaged on 2·; Lrny Group front, no specific. 2oD:n-Gion can 
be said to have been destroyed. Some 67,000 prisonerc:·. ''ere taken 
durin(!; the period under revieli, nos tly f ron the ports ol D HiNRE, 
OJJ.JiiS ctncl BOUIDGJIJE. Tho fortress of DUNKIRK. with its c;a:>;>rison of 
15,600 1;1cm, mostly fro11 226 Inf Div, was isolated. 

Lpp:roxinatoly 140 tanks and 50 SP guns were de,::·i;:>:'oycd 
EDking the total since D Day 950 and 320 respectively. 

E. 

87. 

IDS.SES SUSTLINED BY US 

.:.~.lliea Contingents 
British 
Cc.no.c1io.n 

--:-::""P,_:r-~,:1 25 August to 30 SeptcE1b"Ol-, --
Killed V!ounc1cd 1-'lis.sing Total 

147 LJ-,22 50 619 
4,944 12' 923 6 ,2~-5 2l.r., 1 i 2 

751 3,802 580 5' i 33 
5,842 17 '147 6,875 29;864 

•.• /Ommla t i ve 
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·--~---· _______ _,.,;_;....; ____ _ 
Cumul,a ti ve f'rom D Day 

Killed Wounded }:Iissing Total 

Allied Contingen'ts 437 1,445 151 2,033 
Bi~itish 17,272 57,220 12,885 87,377 
Cap.aclian .3 ,812 14,843 . 2,53'7 21 '192 

Total 21 ,_521' 73,508 ·15,573 110,602 
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SECTION 4 •. · TBE .ADVANCE OF SI:COND BRI'riSH AID.iY .4.CROSS. EASTERN HOLLAND "_. ____ ...... .,.,._. .. --"'~----~---~, ................ ~. -~"·--·-- --~---~ .... ., .. __ .,... -~--- ...... ------·-·· ... __,.. ...... ~~-- ........ ,._..,_"'""_...,....._.,.____.~,_,.__.,.,. ... ___ , .....,... ...... -... ._ , ......... . 
TO NIJ];illGE.N AFJD Jffil'f.ri.,E:M INCLUDTI\TG TBE AIRBORi:fE O?ERA'riONS. ""'*"---· _ .. ...,....,. •o ______ _... __ ,...,~~--,_...._ ... ,.....,.,,.,_...,_ _ _,_.._. ____ _,__,~,.-..~_.,._ , •. ,. .. _ • ..,........._·;--.. .-. ---• 

88. On 4 September, 30 Corps vrere in the area .ill\l'Yvv.ERP - LOliVJU!\r -
BRUSSELS; 12 Corps were clearing. the area LILLE - li.RR..A.S - S'] POL and 6 
Corps vrere grounded a few miles NORTH of the SEINE, 

Twelfth US ll;rm;/ Group were advancing astride the ARDENh'ES. 
First Cdn i~my vrere clearing the Channel coast. 

89. The intention of 21 Army C+roup vvas:-

(a) To advaj.J.ce East-v-rards and destroy all enem3r forces encountered. 

(b) To occupy the RUHR and get astride the conlilil.mications leading 
from it into GBPJvL~NY and to the sea ports. 

The RUIIR was to be ·oy-passed round its Northern face and cut 
off by· a Southvrard thrust through fi.ti.lviM. 

First US i:.:cmy vmuld assist in cutting off the RLJ:tiR by operations 
against its South-Ea.stcrn face if this became necessary. 

Until the maintenD.nce situation n.llovvcd the employment Qf :u'irst 
Cdn il..rmy further i'or-i!ard, the mn.in p0"-1 tioi1 of 21 L.rmy Group's tasl~ 1vould 
devolve on Second Brit .{~my. 

90. The first stn.ge of Scco:nd .i\.rmy' s opcrn.tion 17as to be an advo.nce 
from the general line of the .ALBERT and ESC.il.U'l' Canals in B:illi.G-IUlvi to the 
ZUIDER ZEE. The mairl. body of the Army -ivould then S"fJing E.iBi' while one 
div, or· if ncces::;ary n. corps, c;muld turn west"l7ards tmmrd.s ROTTERJXi.lvi and 
.iilVISTERD..i:Jvi. 

On 10 September, it ·;ms decided that Second :..rmy ~:rould be 
assisted by an l~irbornc Corps ·vvhich Ymulc1 come under com.mn.nd on landi11g. 

91. On 7 September, Gun.rds ~~rmd Div occupied DIEST I~ 16 n.nd tl1c 
following do.y secured n. bridgehead over the ·Ji.LBER'l' Canal at BEBRJ:NC.;:.:.:;I:: 
K 27 n.nd pushed on to I-lELCETEREN K 37 n.nd BOl.JRG-I.EOPOLD K 28. In con-
.junction "ld.th 11 Armd Div 1-:ho had come up on their RIGB'J:, they n.dvo.nccd 
to the aroo. PBili K 46 - OVEJ?..PElfr K 39, and a brid:::;chead over the lv.:EU&;:i; -
ESC.hUT CD.Uo.l wn.s estn.blished NORTH of OVillPELT on ll September. Patrols 
also ren.ch0d the cn.nal n.t BRE:b K 58 and L..Jil1llii.ER K 57. 

Further !TJ:!;ST, 50 Div estn.blished a smn.ll bridgehei:'.d over tho 
ii.LBERT Cann.l SOUTH of Gl-IEL;L K OS on 8 September, and g11 n.dually expanded 
it until relieved by· 15 Di v. Tpc latter secured·· n. briG.ge he aO. over the 
1viEUSE - ESCAUT canal at .\l..'iR':r K 09 on 14 September. 

Mcamihilc 
Div n.nd 3 Div) came 
50 Divs) 17D.S in the 
·;ras on the LEFT. · 

regroupi'ng vas t nldng pln.ce. 8 Corps, ( ll .i.rmd 
up on the RIGET, 30 Corps (Guards Lrmd Di v, Ll-3 and 
CEITTRE and 12 Corps (7 ~·,.rmd Div, 15 Div and 53 Divs) 

92. The enemy reaction to the: establishment of bridgeheads over the 
canals hi:J.d been shn.rp n.nd there hn.d been n. nWliber of counter at/caclcs. 
The e11emy. was Yd thdrn.wing his f orccs uCl~oss ti1e SG.f-L::iillT sstumy ·wh.{le 
holding bo-th bn.nks of· it, o.nd ·iris bringinG troops ·round NORTH of the 

••• jESC~JJT cane.l 
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ESCJ~U'.r Canal to positions further K$1'. He had about tYienty-tvo divs on 
21i~my Group Pront, ,including. three pz~. plus a largo. asoortmcdc of­
improvised bo.ttle groui_)s o.nd sto.t:i,c ·formations. 

93. . . The object of Second ~~rmy Yias to position itself astride thp 
l;,ivo:r.'s J:Li.t\.S, W:A1:..L a;.1d l'TEDER RIJN in the gene:t~o.l arco. G~l:''/3 E 65 - _ 
NIJ1if8C-'El'T E '76 - J·illl·i.l{3J':II E 7T o.nd to domiridc tl1c country to the NORTH as 
fm~ o.E: the ZUIDER ZEE, th~reby cL.r'ctil1g off communicc:tions l:ictwecn GERI\iil.LU 
and the LO!\f CO"Ul·~l'RIES. . 

(! .. 

. . 

'I' he advance Yro.s' to be on D. Very nO.rJ:'O"il front, rrith. onl:;r one 
roo.d most of the wo.y, through EINDHOVEN E 41 - S1' .O:i:IDENRODE E 43 - VE_GHEL 
3 Ld ·- UDE.N E 54 - GRAVE ~ NIJ1>illiGEI\T - .iJtNfiEI,I - ii.Y.JLDORN Z 70 - ZUIDE._R. ZBE 
at .Nlil\TSPEIIC Z 62. From tho start line to }\ffi};SP::::TI~'I' vms 99 miles. 

The o.dvancc YIO.S to be .led by 30 corps in the CENTR8, "IYhile 8 
Cor-ps on ·chc RIGil'l o.nd 12 CorJ?s on the I.;Ii:?r advanced more slO'.-rly on the 
flanks. 

Brit ~·~irbornc Corps "iTerc to capture and hold crossings over 
the co.no.ls and rivers on Second .. ~rmy 1 s mo.in o..xis of o.dvancc from about 

_ EHT.qHOVEN to inclusi vc ,~\RNJ-IEI,i. 

94. T "' ~ l""'- o-<> '.L" o' rl·ln't J.' a·~,., c• ,,-,ro J."""' <...---.l.:l-.~!..':1 ..l . , l '-'". .J.,J.W ....... o.s f ollovrs: -

(a) 1 Brit Airborne Div 
·,7i th Polish Paro. Bdo 

To co.pturc intact bridges over the 
l\f.GDER RIJN. at .. ."illl\11-illlll Trith sufficient 
bridgeheo.ds to pass the formations o:f' 
Second ~-.rmy through. 

(b) 82 us .:J.rborn~ :Div To seize·· [md.'-hold. tllC bridges at 
NIJlVTI_iiC~EN o..nd G~WE Yrith the. ScJne ob_; . 

( 0) 

jcct in vic·.-1. The co.pture ·and re-
tention of the. high ground bct·.;een 
NIJ1vlliCrEH o.nct·· GROESBEEK E 75 ·,-ms· con_; 
sidercd imperative in order to accom­
l:Jlish the Div' s to.sl:. 

101 US Ai,rbol"nc J)iv T~',seize bridges over the .A .. ~ River.'· . 
and WILUb:S y_.,.:.RT Co..no.l nco..r '{EG:F-J:PL, -· 
over the DOI<E.LCL River o.t ST OEDENRODE, 
over the. _WIUIELMINX co.ricu ncar SON" 

52 (L) Div 

· E L1.2, and to c.Cwture the tp·~m of 
:GHIDHOVEN. . . . . . . 

Thcsci · tO:sks \-:-ere to meet the 
rcquiromqnts of 30 corps. 

·' · ... 

(~~i;porto.bJ.c) ;Jas to be :flown in_ NOR'l'H of .i\RNEEM b.s 
. _ soo1i o.s o.irstrips -~:rere o.vailo..blc and 
. Tlere to conccntro.te in reserve nc'b.rby 

in n,ccordanco -.:1ith orders to be issued 
on ~----- -----

Tl1C compicte fly-in progrD.JJJ.BC Cfllled 'for fi vc lifts from D Day 
to D plus 3. 

It '\Io.s decidc(l th2.t ti·1e o.ir'Gorno operc.tion ,-,-ould be carl"icd ou~ 
.for the first tine, ii1 dayligitt. It Ylas expcct.cd tho.t the German nigb,t 
figi1ter force,. -which wus l"c1L~tively into.ct, Yrouicl. bo r:.1orc eff·.ectivc than 
their day -figh--Ger:;o, tb.ougb fla1: yrould be much more accurate by day. It 

-vrb.--s--..hc.li~:vc:cl. how-over, ·cli.o..t t:\ .. p1~opcr 0!:1ploymcnt of. the supporting air forces 

••• jcould knock 
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couJ,.d knoc+<:. out flak i'oGitions i11 o.dvo.ncc o.nd beo.t thcra c~o·,-m during the airborn~ t;:~pcrat:Lons tllCm:;:;clycs. 

• 

95. 30 Corps yras to o.clvo.ncc ,/when ordered, o.t maximum spe0d and to secure the o.rco. .. J?.Iif1-IEJ.VI - NUiiJSJ!EJT both inclusive. The o.dvcnce nas to be mo.de in the folloTiin.s: general order:-

Guo.r ds .·:.rmd Di v 
LIQ Ho.in 30 Corps 
43 Div 
50 Div 

. . 
One mo.in o.xis ( o.s given in paro.graph 93 above). r1as to be used, ·vvi th a subsidJ.o.r;y mds fol" p2.rt of the r.·o:y -~·.·hich "iit~s confined to fighting troops only. 

(D.) 

The to.sl:s given to 30 Corps forno.-~ions were.:-

Guards Jl.rmd Div / 1'o o.clvo.ncc ·when orci.crcc by Corps :r:LQ$ at maJc-
'"' i.l1~uj-_1 s_pcq_c1 to o..rca. :-<iRYi1JEI\-I; nnd_ b:r-pa.ssi11g 

.. .PfJJLDOOR'GT ,. to dominate . t)w i:cre .''. from incluGi vc 
lllil\!SJ?:S:..;T.· to exclusive .".J?E:LDOORE. 

Ii' l.:cidgcs o.t GR:m, lTIJl.rr::c:zN or ~·J.RF;1I1'f:[ 
_Tl~r_c_ c7.q_i3_trp~ye¢L,. tl1c Div -.7as to· ·-~tc.=.':c all 
·~,,,.Y~"O'::ll"l. ntn ~c·t-~ r-.·o 'i ·,J ·"O"JJ··u.·J·r·-1·-i· •'~J ·:rl· "i:)l ~-he t..~t·.t:- 1 c~ '- CJ.. .......... ,r"ti _ .. v .l L--' v_v_ 1 .. v .. 
o.il'bo::cne trool?s, to effect o. cros:cing an¢1. 
fncilH;o.te construction of 'briD;?;cc; by L~3 Di.~v. 

(b) 43 Div ( i) .':.Co so cure ecrc.o. f ro;:1 inc l us i y;:; ~: ... 1-:ZLDOOP..N . due 
SOUTI"l o.lont:; l1isl1 s.r0uncl to l ·~~il;borno Di v 1 s 
l~riCLzc llCL~ci ~-~t .. .'Jtlti£CjJ. 

(c) 

(a.) 

50 Div 

:i.l) 'i'·O send. CJ.ct.o.cl1L1CiitS to SC:C1..\l:,'2 .nrossings _OVCl' 

(iii) 

(.ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

· H · Ij"SillL o.t DJJV'.2;F'i'::.::R Z 90 and zu:T:;?ESN ·E 99. 

Should· brici.gc8 over the lVL!~l.S, W'.:'...,;,L o:r J>f.8])3R 
RI~fli h.::cve: l;ecn clcstroyed, ·be i"lrcpo.rc:c:;. t.'o .cD;.:rry 
out o.n Qsso.ul t eros sine; ancl oric~..sing opcrc,­
tion. 

Continue to hold tb:; c:~isti;.1;::; briC.;:-;chcad .over 
tl1c lL:;"US:: - ESC.i.UT OanD.l. 

Thc:rcc-:;:'tcr, send c~cto.cb.ncntP tu sccul'c D. ... 
crossing over R IJGS:CL at DOllSBU.rt.G E 98. · 

:(;._; 

,:.,c1v2.ncc -.rhcn ordcl"crJ. c·.ncl c,ccurc llizh ground 
l'!QTI'!'.'T o·," .Ri'ii·;.t;H 1;-l::cpi Yl'' cont:J.ct wi ti.1 l J ~-.l.- - ... ··- ' ' - - u 
,;;~:cbornc Div 1:11-;.d. rclicvi:nz L~3 Div of part of 
their rcGponoibility. 

De D.Vo.ilablc .as corps reserve. 

Three zroups, c:::.ch one D..rLlC-:.. ,rc.:;t, one sqn ROY .. .'.LS and one f& bty, r:itll tasks o.s folloTr::;, to assist the ·:o.irbornc forc.cs ih ·· 
kccpinz clcn.r t~:.c corps o.:x:is. 

(i) l5/l9li Groui_) :ro kcc;_J clco.r the EII:J)HO/:GN arco. lmo.c.r 
1 ~ "•Oo'' RO'n r)·.? ·.·1·. ·01 .. -_,u-.S o pc l'"' o.:G i o 11a o onlj:1c.no. .-/ .J... ... -

,.\il'bOl~nc Div. 

• . . j ( ii) hlr. R'£.R • .. 
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4J+ R'rR Gx·oup To keep clear the VEGEEL area under 
operational command, 501 RQT of 101 US 
Airborne Div. 

(iii) SRY Grocy To keep clear tho GR.t'\.VE area in support 
of 82 US Airborne Div. 

8 CORPS 

97. Its tasl( 1vas . to· protect the RIGI-Il' and roar of 30 Corps ana. as 
30 Ocr ps advanced, progressively to relieve that Corps of RIGHT flank 
protection. 

This was to be accomplished by captu.ring WEERT K 59 and 
SOERE:f\IDO:NK E 40, and. subsequently cxtenchng as far NORTH as HEIJ.10ND E 52. 

12 COPJ?S 

98. Its role was to continue to operate on the LEJTT flank of .30 
Corps with the following tasks. 

AIR SUPPORT 

(i) Progror::sh·el:;- to relievo 30 Corps of ID'T flank pro­
tection by capturing initially RETEY K 19, lUlENDONCK 
E 'I 0 md TlJRNHOUT J:~ 00, 

( ii) Subsequently to advance to R IviL'>-:cS anc1 possibly beyond .• 

99. · For th<:J air borne opera tio:1s fighters provided escorts and 
withdrawal cover, urilbrella cover over the Drop and La.'1.ding Zones, and 
'undertook anti-flak l)atrol" Bombers attac~~ed. flak positions. 

As soon as th~ ctrop .was Oi.mr 83 Grou,p (Soconcl Tactical Air 
Force) were free to· support the breakout of the ground troops. This 
sUpport was based on a pre-arrangec3. requiremont of one sqn HP Typhoons 
every 5 minutes for 35 minutes, briefed to strafe the road NORT"rl of the 
forward troops, to be followecL by a cab-rank of ffi::l Typhoons flying over 
the letJ.ding armo. elements, · In ado.ition~ the normal fighter effort was 
available to keep the sky clcmr. 

100. Two aspects of. the operation in particular provided compli·-
. catod problems. 

Firstly, tho tactical move of approximately 2Q, 000 vehicles 
across HOLLAJ.\ID on one route, supplemented b::l a subsi<Uary :::-oute. 'l'his 
involved a comprehensive organisation of Regulating HQs and Traffic 
Control Posts, all equipped with wireless sots,·· and control in the 
greatest detail by HQ .30 Corps. 

Secondly the bridging problem. Apart from the major vvater 
obstacles; there were several sizeable ones to be negotiated before the 
MA.AS was reached. In all there vver"e about 9 000 P,E and Pioneer personnel 
engaged on 30 Corps front. Nearly tho whole resources of 21 Army Grou.J? 
Bridge column were assembled at BOURG LEOJ?OLD In addition to Jchis 
equipment on wheels, some 2, 000 .lorry loads wore also dumpoc3. at BOURG 
LEOPOLD. 

L. PROGRESS OF THE OPEPJ\TION SUCCESS LCHlEYED .iJ'1Il LOSSES SUST1\.INED 

17 SEPTEMBER 

101. D day for the operation had been fixGd for '17 September~ 
subject to tho weather being suitable for airborne oporati:Jcs. On tho 

••. /evening 1 6 
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evening 16 · Septernbcr, the Yre ather forecast was favourable and at 1900 

hours the -v-rord Yras given to lay :::1n the operation. 
: . . . ' 

102 •. __ , .L The fird bloYr o.t enemyc1efenccs ·was qttuck b~r Bomber Command 

?~ n~i_::,rH lG/1? Septer,lber, y,-hen they d.:i::'oppcc~ o.lJout 1,200 tons on cnem;y-

o.J..r~J..clds ~ ana on fln.k position.s along the fly-in route. On the 

mornin;; cif 17 ScptcnJpcr a further 535 tons were dropped by the RiiF and 

~ust p~ior ·i:;::J the ar:r'ivd of the troop carriers, Eighth US Air Force 

dropped 3139 bns on 117 fln.k positions o.long the routes an<l ncar th8 

Drop and LandinG Zones. 

·. ;Bct7:ecn 1025 arid '1155 11:::-n .. :trs on 17 September,-· the force took off, 

with 0 strength of 1544 planes o.ncl 478 ·gliders. Of these, 1481 planes 

and 4?5 gliclers ren.chcc1 their clcstLJ.ation. 20~ 000 troops vvcrc landed, 

together with 330 [crtillery 17cn.pons'' 511 vehicles and over 500 tons of 

equipment and supplies. 

103. 101 US Li~clJo1'1ie Div -vrorc conveycC:. accurL~tely and with light losses 

to their I{:oppins Zones and Lo.ncling Zones. Surprise ;;m.s cornplete, 

grouncl. opposition was light and the Di v occupied SON, ST OEDENRODE and 

VEGFiEL. .All br~C! .. ges -~mre held and were intact except that over the 

WIL:fiELMINA Canal 1'i-.hich wo.s blovm. . 

82 US .Airborne Div lanclcd successfully OJ.1.el seized intact the 

M .. .'l.t'.S bridge o.t C-R:...VE and the bridt::;e n.t I-JEU.M:CN over the :tvi.i-~.~~S - w~vi.L Canal. 

One para regt TJUshed on into I'IIJ:M'EGEN but -vvas halted about 1.~0 yards 

short of the \\(';.iJ..., bridge by very sJcrong opposition. 

Dro)?ping Zones anc1 LancJ .. irig Zones for 1 ,;l.irborno Div were 5 to 

3 miles YiEST of l..RN1-I.l:'JVI. The landing Has generally successful n.nd tho 

area of the Dropping Zones and Landing Zones -v-rn.s secured. 1 Para Bde 

1i10Vec1 on to the !JricLgcs. The ro..ilvic,y bridge 1ms found blovvn, but the 

main ro£cd l-rid.c;e Yl'as intn.ot and· 2 Parrr Bn~ '\eli th some elements of 3 Bn 

established themselves at the No:;.~thern end. Enemy opposition vvas 

stiff. 

104. At 1310 hours coumanc1er 30 Corps saw that the airborne drop 

was proccccling n.ccording to plan and Guards Armel Div .-ras orc~cl''cc1 to 

n.ttaol: o.t l~-35 i10urs. · 

By 1500 hours the Dutch fro:htier ;?as crossed by the lcac1ing 

elements and contact was B.::.d8 "i-ri·ti~: enemy dug in on bot;1 sides of the 

roo.cl ancl supported by [1. llUI:lbCr of SP guns. Tfi th close sup!:)ort from 

RP Typhoons anc1 the n.rtillery, the opposition was overcome and the 

Div ac1vancccl some:; 7 - 8 niles by nightftJ.l to VilLICENSYU,..iJID, abou .. t 6 
miles short of EiliDIIOVEN. 

Opposition had. been 8 .. gooci deal stronger than was e:x:pecteCJ... 

Identificn.tions sho-,7eo .. that hm bns of 6 pb.ra Regt and. tlvci bns of 

9 SS Div Yicrc _fighting on the Corps f'rorrc. 

105. On .the RICTIIT 8 Corps vrcre prcp~inc; to bri<lge the co..n9:-l vrith 

3 Div :8;~ST of the inter-corpS b6L.u1.d.ary. On t:1c I.J!F'l' 12 -.corps ord.~red 

a night atto..cl~, Trhich -.-ras succes~f'uJ .. , · anc1 another brid.gehoad Y-ras est­

ablished n.cross the cann.l · with tbe object of building .n. class 9 brid.ge 

by morning iS. ScpteL1ber~ 

Both Col"pS reported thnt enerily rcn.ction on their fronJGS had 

been .consiC:.erable. 

l§_§_Z?r~r,§]JR 

106. 30 Corps,, led by c..:uard.s •. i.r!-:ld Div, resux:1cd their advance from 

V,;J:..KElifSVIli.:\PJ) at 0600 hours agD .. inst ·consici .. ernble op;_)osition. Fighting 

for nost of t~1.c day ccnterec-:. about iuUsST E l.J-1 anc1. BINDJIOITEN. ".Attempts 

••• hvcre lTiade 
I 
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~;;·ere L1o.de to ope~c~o:'ce off t)~e roaC:_ and to broo.dcn the fror1t, but the; ground 
Yms unsU:ito.lJle for tanks and ·t;he ener:w resistcmcc. Yio.s strong. The 
capture of EIND:HOVEl'-T fror.1 the NORTh by 101 US ldrborne Div eventually 
eased the si;buation. ·· Conto.ct wo.s c::stablished bc;twecn the two divs about 
1700 hours, . and the Guo.rds ,;:l,rmd pushed through :i:jiJY!DHOVJ:i.:N to the Southern 
bimk of the VITLHELI'IIIN.<~ Co.rio.l neo.r SON, vrbcrc they proceeded to construct 
o. class 40 bridge. 

50 Div oon:binucd their mopping up opero.tions further SOUTH 
. and maintained their hoicl on the l!IEUSE - ESt:~~UT. canal bridgehead in 
spi·te of repeated enemy counter atto.cks from the NE. In order to re-
lieve 30 Corps of the rcsponsibili ty for this l,,:-ici;::;cheo.d, 50 Div co.n1e 
unclcr opcro.tiono.l commo.nd. of 8 Corps. 

107. 101 US Airborne Dh~ o.onsolic1o.tcc1 its hold on all the noda: .. . · 
points o.long. the axis up to :incl. excluding· the c.:r-:..:·~v.s brielge • 

. · · 82. }IS .Airborne Div continued to. clrivc for _the NIJ:i,fGG:cJI\j . . 
bric1gcs but 2.n inorco.se in the enemy 1mild-up i?revcntccl thc:lr cQ,pturc. 
The first of o. series of counter attiwks frOEl the lliJIC::m:SW.ALD Forest 
vms mo.clo. in tho morning. . It o.chicvcc1 sor.;ce tcnporo.ry success o.nc1 rco.chcd 
the Landing Zone l-.ico.rcst to the Forest, but was eventually repulsed o.nd 

. the o.reo. Ym.s cleELrOd, .. 

l Brit ..ij.rborne Div held the area of the Dropping Zones and 
Landing Zones, though they ,-;ere not c~blc vrholly to prevent enemy fire 
on them. . Little further progrcs s was r;1aC:.o tovc,.rc!.s the bridges vrhere 
troops of l Po.r,a Bde were being atto.cked by SS troops supported by 
Tiger to.nl:s o.nd SP cuns. ·· Tho second (glider) lift of the Div ·;ms 
unfortui1D.tcly delo.yed four hours owing to fog ovr_;r tho bases in the me. 
This fo.vourccl the eneni.y bi.J.ild;_up ~mc1 ·when these reinforcements did. 
attempt to bro.?.k through to the bridges, they Yfore hold up o.t the 
\iiestern outskirts of tho town o.nc1 their own axis 'VlO.s cut. Thus the 
Div vro.s in three parts. 

I 

During t:1is day, 1360 co.rrior o.ircr2.fjc o.nd 1203 gliders took 
off anc1 their losses were very lisht ( 22 o.ircrm't 2.nci 21 gliders). 

108, On the fl2J,1ks· of 30 co;p·s, 8 Corps estc,blishec1 o. snall 
briclgehon.c1 over the ESCAUT co.nal in the LILLE ST rTIJBERT n.rea K ~-9. 
On tho LEJ:1T 12 Corps had two Bcles across in their ncwly-csto.blishocl 
crossing of. tho .. cana_l. · · 

. . . ' : . . 

109. On this do.y the wc;:.thor ,-ms hoid for flyi:i.z o.nd I-I hour vras 
postponed to 1500 hours. r;t:he aircrro:"t vrhicli took off had gr.::n.t 
difficulty in reachir'..g their objectives o.nc1 r.'.c.ny turnccl oo.ck. Noa.rly 

· all the resupply for· l .Airborne Div fell into . cncey hands, n.nc1 DOSt of 
·the Polish Para Bdo could not to.ko off fron the UIL Tlle bo.lance of' 
82 Airborne Div'.s. glider.-lift ( 258 ;::;licl~rs) c1lc.1 i1o·~ :~o il'l at ·all, o.nd 
only about 25 per cent o:f' their resupply coulc~ rcaob tbcD. Of 38Lr 
glic1ers for 101 J~irlJorne Div only 212 ar:dveC:.. Severe flo.l':: "ilaS also 
bei11[;; encountered betvvcen the point vrhcrc tho air colunns dispersed 
SOUTH of riERTOGEl'ffiOSGE J4, and tho Lo.nclin::-, and Dropping Zones. 

110. .At 0615 hours Guo.rds .i~Dd DiV sto.rtecl to cross the bril~gc at 
SO:N and bv 0830 hours their leading clements had po.ssod over GR..JTE 
bri~tge o.na." by 1400 hours the armd bde Ylo.s concontro.tcd just -SOUT:;:·: of 
NIJliC8GEN. Here 82 US Airborne Div -vras .. havin;:; 2. stiff fight with 
troops of 9 SS piv. _ At 1500 hours a conbincd atto.cl:- by 82 US Air;_ 
borne and the Guards was put i:n. to secure the bricle:;cs '\Ihich yforc re­
ported to be still intact. The- enemy hac3. o. 11.U.Liber of SP e,uns and 
concrete pill-boxe.s. around the Southern end oi' the brid:so, and our 

••• /troops 
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troopD coulcl nat:: little hcc::,cli,,a;y-. 
possession of the: ·b:ci0_sc. 

At last light the cner:zy were still in 

111. At ~'illliflElii the situation was obs·curc and deteriorating. The Div was trying to cc:)nccntratc all available forces SODC 3 niles WEST of the road bridge; while at t:w sane tiE1C guardinr.:; the LancJ..ing and Dropping Zones. for Polish Po.ra Bde. HQ and. Ol'J.c bn of 1 para :sdc still held an arco .. o.t ~the Northe-rn end of the bridt;e !Jut casualties hac1 been heavy, opposition consic.crn.·ole o.nd · a:r:Jrnuni tion and. supplies vrcre running short. The JG"vvo other bns of the Bc.e, toc;ctller with one bn from en.ch of 4 Para Bde and 1 Airlo.ndir.g Tid.e' l"JCuio another attcr:1pt to establish D. corridor through to the;; br:i_d;~e) but they f o.iloc1 to brco.k throur.:;h nnc1 very few survivors returned, 

112. Tho rest of 30 Corps anC~ 101 US Airborne Div were still :r:1opping up poc}:c;t.s of cno;ay re:r:Jist8.noe in the EI1IDHOV.8N lirco." Tho cncr.zy "llCrc in fo.ir .s-Grcnsth at f.JEUIO:i\TJ:J to the E~'i.i:3T of the axis, D.nd at SCHIJJ\IDEL E 43 to the TlEST. 

On 8 and 12 Corps front::; proc;rc ss was slow in difficult country -rrhich was bci:c1s Dtubbornly dofcnt~ecl, ll l;.rwd Div rcacbccl LEI'G'J:IIDE E 40 · and had patrols 3 niles r"v.rthcr on O.t I-iliEZE. In 12 Corps sector 53 Div attacking NORTH and ViliST r.1adc sloYr progress. 

20 SEPTE1VIBER 

113.. The weather rr2..s o..sain bad and m~ly resupply miEJLions.could be co:cricd out. Thc~>e v!Cre o..bout 60 per cent successful. 

The ri~J.'n C011~.: Q,,,,.....,J..G..: 0"'"'' r,·f'··'.-,c+-ir~r,• or~Pr""·i 0'18 cJ··tl ·'- 11.; "' '1 "V "'nrc ~o-J.; ,..V.,. \ ....... J.. V..t..U ...L .:,.1,1.) u..t...L~ V.J.. J.c_, .·)._.. ';'-l.J- .1. .t.- LJJ. ..L.~ l..t.(.. .. •~ Oi .... to secure tr.c NI~I,::;r;nH bric3-ec, to y;n.rc1 off £d;jcacl:s fror;, the REICJ-ISH:.i.ID Forest T!hcre the cncnzy was buildin[;;-up, cmd tbc ovcrridinz necessity of relicviD£; 1 ..r~irbornc Div, · · · · 

114. .At fi:i~st light Guo..:cds J:~l'ElourcC. Div started to clcr:.r NIJJ:1LEC-Ei.\f o.s n step tmmr&::. sec1;l1'ins the .l:Jric:.sc, vrhile SOL~ US Para Rc::;t prcparec1 to mak:e an assault crossing of the I?. W.:i..i.i.L WEST of the to-rrr1 . 

. .tl.t 1500 hov.rs the o.ssault crossing bcc;n.n, In the fncQ ·Oi' hcnvy and close fire, and su:f'fcrinc; severe casual tics, the US ReL~t naclo a small bridgehead c-md zro.c:tu.nUy oxpo.ndcd it, They then turned E..:\.ST. ithen the .. i.Dericnn flag oou.lc1. be seen on the fo..r bn.nk e:.i~ 1'730 ho~s r~ . smn11 force, incluclinz tanLs nnd inf of the GP.E:GT..:illiERS Yrho by thc11 . ..-rcrc .: ighting on the approaches to the ronCl bridge, sup;_)cirtcd l:Jy SP anti .... tank guns and REs, rushed tllc 'o:cidc;•.:: and croscH.:d tho 600 y<:>.rO . .s span to join up Tlit)J. the US· para troops. By 2015 hours the t'>cisitioE -rms strell[;thenocl 8~nd 2. firu hridc;obc£"Lcl estcc.bl:;i..shcC:l. ··· ' 

115. . .t.t iillN1IEl'·il the position of the tr66t-)S o.t the hril:lgc; Tro.s no·w critical. .i:\Dnuni tion hac. ru·n out n.nd 300 -vrounc.ccJ. hD.O. to be surrcnclercdi The houses frou ";rhioh they were figlr!:;il:it: -vrcrc [:;l'rcdually burnt out by · · incendin.rics, l~'inu2~y, at 0500 boul~s on 21 Septcr.1bcr~ th::y -;;ere formed up into small croups o..nc1 ordered to uakc ·tj\1cir Ymy bach: if possible to the L1!lin lqody. The rc:rJ.aind.cr of 1 Airborne Di'v' YlD.S defel-idin.s its perinetcr but this hn.d to be c;raC.ually contr2.ctcd ns cne!:1j' 'infiltration incrensed:. ·The hopec1-for c.1rop of the Polish ?o.rD. Bck \'ro.s b.,so.ln post- '/ . poi1ed m<ing to the ricn.thcr. 

116~ 82 US .Airborne Div successfully vri thstoocl sc:;vcrol cneLzy attncks fio·htino· in the BE:CK nrcc, about 3 uilcs SE of FIJJ\JICGEN b:bic1~o . ·. ' 0 u. 
. be inc;· particularly violent. 

·To :!:;he SOUTh 101. US Lirborno DiV nnintnincc.1 their po~itions and rcpulseci. o.n enc;~iY p.ttack at SOJ't Fror:i the. I:lELioiOND are:a tne enc:·_ry .ElD.c1C another ·attacl: at. 0800 }:ours \7itb. tanks SP guns and ir:£o.ntry, 
. ;'+o cut the ~ Q ;I v 
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to cut the L of 0. ilXl organised. attack by 501 ROT, assisted by l5/l9H, 
44 R Tks; SRY ·and Main HQ 30 Corps, restored the situation 'at 1100 hours, 
and the flmv of traffic Yro.s o.ble to continue. 

On the RIG:t-fi1 flankS Corps secured AOBEL K. 49 o.nd H.AMONT 49 
both.' of which vvere short· of the Dutch frontier. On the LEFT 12 Corps 
;made ·sone progress and reached the roo.d EINDHOVEN -. TURl'lliOUT, but re­
ported stii'f opposition fron1 the ViEST • 

. . . 21 to 26 SEPTE:MBER 

117. During this period the mo.in itcr.1s wore the expansion of "che 
NIJlvlliGEN bridgehead; cncnw activities against the L of 0 but neverthe­
less a gradual vddening of the corridor; and the unsuccessful at.tempts 
to relieve l Airborne Div and its eventual wi thclra;vvl. 

. Except. on 23 S.l::ptcr!lbt.:r bad ·,veo.thcr severely rc.strictcd. aj):l_, 
.opern.ticins, and on. 22 Septernbcr no. troop carrier operations Yvcre 
possible at all. · 

118.. . On 21 Sopter,1bcr the GuarC::ls. il.r.:,lc1 Div attempted to reach 1JtN1illM 
· and' cb.rry out their. o:d,sinal tasl:, Yihile 43 .Div came up . into the NIJ1v1EGEN 
bridgohoD.d. Progress however 7in.s slovr, and. tho advance, nas finally 
hal ted by a strong anti--tank screen sone 600 yards SOUTH of ·the ro.ilyrn;y 
station at BESSEM E 76. The arnour ·was forced to keep to the road 
·which vms about 6 feet above the surround.in:; country ~:tnd hO.c1 deep 
ditches on both sides. .Artillery support was strictly limited and air 
supp6rt ·ivas reduced owing to the bad flying yrco.ther • 

.ARN1l:8lvi itself was novr conpletc ly controlled by the enemy, and 
. at 1700 hours he captured the fE:;rry at HEVEi.DORP E 67, thus cutting the 

··last possilJle link to the SOUTH side of the :N'"EDER RIJN. 

At 1700 hour>:J about tYro-thirds of tho polish Para Bde .wc;r:e 
dropped in the area 1\!Vf and NORTH of ELST E 77. OWing to flak, this 
drop·_was made a good d.cb:l nearer ELST than had boc:n intended and. the 
Bdc suffered henv:y casual ties. There -~ras some delay ·in concer1tro.ting 
the Bdc in the area froin which .they '\Yore to cross t8 reinforce + · 
Airborne Div. 

11~. On 22 SeptCE1bcr the attack Yrc.s rcneYred by .43 Div, Yrb.ilc Guards 
ll,rmd Div rested and made reconnaissances further to tho 'VIE$T ond to the 
IillRTOG'El'-1BOSOH area. 

The 43 Div o.ttaGi'~ wo.s eventually held up outside ELST after 
some stiff fizhting;, .;.\ :~1obilc colunn of one bn inf anu one sqi1 tcillks 
made a· detour WEST and succeeded in joinins. up '1-vith the Pol~s a"c DRIEL 
67 and in reaching the NEIJER RIJN. As, however,. the river ban};: was 
under close range fire, and the D'tiKWS (carrying amuunition, medical 
supplies· etc) could not nogotia to the .steep banks, only o. very swall 
amount of stores cou1C. be got over by improvised Deans. 

. At i300 hours the 30 Corps c.xis. YTD.S cut betvroon UDEN and. 
• VEGI-IEL ·with inf and tl:inks, and at the same; tiE1e tho cnenzy- started 
, shelling ST OEDEJ\ffi.ODE. The· -inf bdc of GuarC.s .A:emd DiV. 1-ro.s despatched 
to deD.l vdth this threat,· r:mc1. at 1530 hours on 23 SepteE1bcr the axis vras 
cleared, though it still rcnainoG under shell and snall an11s fire •. 

120. On the 23rd, 43 Div slichtly strenc;thenoc1 the corriuor to tho 
NEDER RIJN lJut ·by nightfc..ll hac..1 not completely cleared ELST. In the 
b.ftornoon 353 Glider Inf :Rest ( 82 US il.iJ;'bornc Div) and tho balance of 
Polish Para Bc1c vrere lanc1cd nef'.l' GR.~VE. . During tho ni£>;ht 23/24 . 
September about 250 Poles were ferried across the lSDER RI.Jl'T and o. nwubcr 
sucoccc".cd in l;i.nlQ.ng up with l J~,irbornc DiV. On the folloYfine; night 4 
DORSETS (43 Div) •were D.ble to ferry so.r.1o 350 men across, but the intense 

· ••• /fire put 
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fire put a stop to the proceed.iYJ[;S at first light. Contact was made 
with the, :cnonzy-· but cl:cmcnts of· 1 Airborne Div c"ould not l:le located. 

· , ·orders 'wer.e issi,wd an 23 Se:ptember· that: the t.·ly-in of 52 (L) <// 
Di v 1-ias po$tpori.ec1 : indefi11itoly, · 

Fighting continued to be violent in the area of ELST and 
BEIV:OVJEL Z 76, the enemy SOUTH of ARNHGM having been reirrf'orced wi tli:: :i..r,Ji' · 
and tanks, and it Yvas not until the late afternoon of 25 September that 
these ;localities ','{e're cmnpletely ,cle:ar. 

Meanwhile the main axis vras again out SOUTH of VEGHEL at 1630 
hours . .on '2l~ ·:September. In .spi·.tc of. strenuous efforts by 101 US Airborne 
Div, the enemy built up a consicLero.ble f.orce during the night -1inf,, 
tanlcs and SP c;uns. On 25 Scptenbcr 101 US Airborne Div fro111 the NORTH 
supported by 44 RTR, in concert -rrith 50 Div from the SOUTH, enden:-V"oured 
to restore tho situation. By dark tho enemy hc,d been cleared fror.1 all 
but a small area SOUTH of the road, vrhioh wc..s, however, still closed. 
It was not until 26 Septenh;r tl:.c..t the area was suf:C'icicntly clear for 
traffic to use tho axis. 

121. During this period, 8 and 12 Corps had been mak:.ng progress on 
the flanks, but they too were up against a stubborn enony in diffioul t 
country. VThile ac1vanoes Y/cre rac..de on both sides of ElliDHOVEN, WEERT 
vvas captured -on 22 Septenber, ancl. DEUPJiE E 62 on 24th. By the evening 
of 25 S cp tcm bcr, tlELJ'iiOND D.nd GEi-..iERT vvcre in our hD.nc1s , and 8 Corps r.1c..do 
contact with 30 Corps in thc arec.. of ST ANTONIS 73. 

On the LEFT flank, 12 Corps slowly olearccl the area betvvcon 
the road. EINDHOVEN - TURNEOUT c..nd the rom.l. EUIDEOVEN - HCRTOGEN'BOSOH, and 
r.mc1c proc;ress tovrard.s SCHIJNDEL, but the enemy ·was still h0lding out in 
BEST 32 c..ncl BO.XTEL 33. 

122. On tho morning of 25 Scptoxi.1bor it was c:.coidcd to withdraw l 
Airborne Div from their positions NORrH of the liEDER RIJIIT that ni.c;ht. 
Their 1)ric1rehcc..d VJD.s no lon[;er tenable ovdng to o.ccsualtics and shortace 
of an1r,1unition c..nd supplies. The necessary r.::inforcenents o.nd supplies 
co1,1lc1 only be provided on a liElitec:. scale by ni~~ht -~~·i th assault boats 
etc, and. each effort would me.ccn D. major operc..tion since the enemy 
dominated the orossins places fron the hich sround NE and lifW, Horcover, 
the area in which the Airborne Div wc..s located was not suitable for 
expansion into a Corps bridgehead. 

123. During the night 25/26 September 43 Div carried out tho Yvith-
c1rmval operation vrith assault l:loats. This ·wl;ls done Yrith the c;reD.test 
gallantry c..n:1 skill by all concerned, and by 0600 hours on 26 Scptcmlx:r, 
vrhen intense fire r,mdc further crossings i1:1possiblc, 2163 men of the 
Airborne Div, 160 of Polish Para B<lo and 75 of 4 DORSET were safely 
evacuated. 180 men of the htter Rcgt wore left on the NORTH banl;: of 
the river, still fighting to cover tho withdrawal. .A few of them 
managcc1 to return the following night. 

RESUI.IC --·-
124. Thoro is every reason to suppose that the operation would 
have been completely successful if the vreathor been r.1ore fc..vourc..ble. 
The arrival of the :'olish pare.. Bdc and 325 Glic~er Inf ROT ( 82 US Air­
borne Div) on D plus 2 as planned might have provided in tL~c the 
essential extra inf for the tasks at .ARl'iJ}JEli and NIJiv.I2;GEN. Moreover, 
better vvcather would have permitted c..dcquate fl.ir 'supply, and the 
norm.ccl scale of air support to the ground troops. 

Nevertheless, a deep thrust of sonc 60 miles ;;ms r.1c..c.o into 
country occupicC:. c..nc1 hold l)y a stubborn enemy, five mfl.jor wc..ter . . 
obstacles were successfully negotic..ted. in the fc..cc of strong oppOSltlon 

•• ,janc1 the plan 



- .32 -

ru1d the plan as originally conceived was 90 per cent sucQcssful. 

·.The posssessidn of the bridge o.t GRAV1:: and of the NIJJ'.'IEGEN area 
>Yas to be of considero.ble importance in the later opprations, which 
were to result in driving the enemy from the "~iVEST bank of the REUNE.. 

.bQ_SSE~ 

125. 
troyed; 

The Chetw lost 16,000 prisoners and .30 tanks and SP giJ.ns des-
159 of his aircraft vrere also destroyed. 

Total casualties of the Airborne Corps were 9,600, of which 
tho Britclement was 6986 including .322.killed. 

·.:. 
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§.:EICTION 5. FHE OPER..l:.TIONS TO OPEN .il.N'l'WERP AND OLEAR THE LOWER RHJNE 

A. G-ENERAL PLAN- Ofl 1'HE __ £KI~.rL~: 

1:26:. · Ta-na.t·ds .the end of September in general terms: the boundary between Seco:1d Brit Anny arlli :B'ir·st Ccln Ar.m.y was MALJNJ:<"S J 77 -
TURNHOUT E 00 - TILBDRGE 13. ~ EER~OGENBCflOH E 34 - UTI?.ECHT .E 29. In F i.rs t ·Gdn Army a regrouping was taking place. f Corps f i·om LE HAVRE .crossed over 'to· the R'IG·HT of the Army 2ector to SE of ll.l'TTWERP, relieving flllr'.s of 12 Co.r::_Js" The Polish Annd Divj: .which he.cl been relieved of ib respot'.sibUitios in the area Ws!S·:r of ANTWER.Pon 24 September, ·. jo~ned 4 . Corps. . I11 2 Odn ,Oopp3 86cto.r, 2 can Iirf' Div 
handed over the :,·westment of DUNKIRK to 4 SS Bde, 

' . . . ~. : . . . . . 
127. : It ca11 be sa.irl that the operatioris to open Al\i'TVrERP started on 1 October.,· On this dato 2, ca.n Inf. Div v-io:~e in 'process of crossing the ANTWERP - TURNHO\.i'T danal 'through the 1 corps bridgohoad about 5 miles W:EST of TUI?.NHOUT. The. i)X'e [;;. betwe.e..n the SCHELDT .Estuary a...iid TERNEUZEN had boon comp}.ete1:y ole 8J.;;ecC · · J~li enemy forces SOUTH of . the W:EST SOHELD'l' had been coni'ined. in the 11 i8lanff'\ fo.rined b}r the · SAVOJ.AJ\RDS PLAAT D 2008, tr.o LEOPOLD Canal aria th~ sea. H~re they were being cor,ttained by l.1- GCJ.n.A.t-nlli,Div. C.A:LJ-~.IS 'was being finally mopped. up by ~ dO.tt 'Inf Db, ' · . ·' . '• 

. . . . . : 

. First: Tb seal bfi the i.~thmus leading to SOUTH BE\TEL.AND D 42 
a.,11.d to ©leal.'. the 11 island" SOUTH of the SOHELDT. 

Second: ';To 'clea:r somH BEVELAND -~y>an a:dvance alohg the isthmus 
. fJi COnjtinct1.on With an assault. 8.cross tho estuary. f.rOlU the SOUTF. , · .. 

Third: ~-o clear W.ALQHEREN D 13 'by concentric attacks from the 
EAST, SOUJ:H D...'1d YOOT.. · This involved. a secona. crossing of the estuazy anC. o, seabor.ne o:l(ped.ition from one of 
the Chm""lel .Ports"· . The· fixed· and. heavy defences of 
W:t'\LOH:ER.EN we,L~e. to be ne~tre.lised by· b~m~lng the sea 
dykes ,and :floo~ing the J.sland. : · 

·.While t(lese operations _wer::e l.n p!.:ogress the RIGHr wing of' 
First OCln Aney WOL~la. be ad.vancing from :the ANTWER.P - TURNHOUT Canal across the genera:< line of the . .roai .T,ILBDRG '" R.'C(EDA D 93'- ROOSENDAAL D 73 - ·:sm~:EN-op:".zoo:~~~r D 62 to the IVIA!,-:.S, · . , 

B. 'THE ENEMY STREi~GTUlll~D GEJ.\fER.AL Ll•YOUT .nr TH:F~ ARBL\.' 
·:'_._ 

129. '.At the beg;inning of Oci~ober about ri:i.ne. enemy it'£ clivs vtere SOUTH of the 1l1,J.S·, WliST of JillNlf.EM.. Of· those;; thsl'e rv-ere four !nain divisional groups \Vho would. ha<ie to be :le::>H w1'~i1 in Glearing the SOHELDT Estuary. Ti::ro ·wo.t·e in tho area BREDA ·- ANTWERP - BERG-EN..;.OP-Z0011L HOLLAND, SOPTH of :the Esh1B.ry, ;>-.ras held by, 64 :::::ric' Div~ 'w-hich contained·· a large: proportion of exprn:;iepor;:;d ·.t:rpops .from the :-Russian front .• '·· SOUTH BEVELAND and. tlJl.LCKEREN -.-rere sarrisoned by 70 l11f Div.. . 

Defences around. the SCHELDT Estuary. 

1130. The enemy coastal d.efence system a.':lalogous in nearly all .respects to that fom:CL alo:'1g the. Cho.nnel Coast was d-osignod to prevent access~ to' the mouth of the ·sorr:EL:JT. La.rP.:o ·coastal bat.teries located on WALCHEREN ·:tsL.LND oove .. t-~:3.. · th~ ·entrarices.~'to the SCI:lELDT, their fire : · being CrOSSEJcl by bBavj< anej. J218J.~<itn batterieS SitUateCJ. in the II island"' ,, '· 
formed by the LEOPOLD Ci=u1~.t. . 

. .. 'i. 

. • oi:rHe "rsLLND" - , ... _ 
. , ,, ' 
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The area was completely flat vvith a net\vork of minor canals 
.. and ditches and numerous areas .<vere flooded·. · :It' .,;,~s criss;.:,< ' 

crossed by d;yk;e13 f\lOst:ly c.arcying roads and tra.cks. · . The 
f.ields or :Polds;rs WO,t'Q opei'1. and afforded. little cover and. . ' . 

. .. ·.· ,._,toe b9arinz capacity of tho soil ww poor. 

' .·· .: ;···.The .~nemy .positions: ~-~ the far side of· the canal i'te·re krtovv-n. 
to bE3. dug in on tho reverse side ·of tho c:iannl dy'ko, · d'ifficuit'· 

.· .. :to. neutralise wi.th HE and Sl:.. fire. 

In his defensive battle the enemy was materially assisted by 
the fi:x;ed coast def~3ncos ·of BRESKENS D 01, CADZfl.ND C 91 and . 

. KNOCKE ·a 81,. ru1d tto btys on WALCHEREN Island. 

SOUTH BE'VJ:!:LAND and WALGHEREN Is lana .. 

(1) SOUTH BEVELAND 

The· greater part of. SOlJ"TH•BEVEL.l.ND is reolaime'd land · · · ·.• 
held in position by dykes. }/Iovoment is. restricted. ·to. 
one main road and the minor approach roads along the 
dyke~ SOUTH of the main roadc Large areas haO.' .. already · 
been flooded ivhile the remainder was_ saturated gr~u~d • 

. :' 

There were few fixed defences ott SOUTH:BEVELAND and the 
enemy relied largely on inundations, extensive use of 
mines and cratering to h~1per attacking forces;'. -

(li)::, \\l.ALCHmEN Island 

• The :d.efences we.ro sited· primarily to pr-e·vent a seaborne 
·· · .... -~~ding f ~om :the VlEST and~. :to c·ovef the G-nt.rance to the 

· JOOT .. ·sc:a:ELDT. The Yl:EST· and SOUTH sides of the is land. 
:~E:Jre ~protected. py unilerw·ater obstacles, wire an::l inf 
p.qsitions on t}J.e dykes and iiunes with gun btys in support 
behind. FLUSHI:NG had. a perimeter d.efence system 
includ.ing hm anti-tank d.i tches. The s'lirongpoints on 
tl'le SW coast, similar in :lesign and. function--to those . . . 
of the NOill!ANDY beaches wero fairly heavily fo.i:'tifiea. ·,as'··· 
far .NORTH .. as WESTK.f~ELLE, though less hoevily fortified 
than those at FLUSHIN'G. Beaches ani d.unos' ana. their 
exits Yvere tho,_ oughly mino:l. On the islan:i there wore 
25 active c()ast btys mounting four or· six guns. 'cali-bres: 
ranged from 94 mEl to 220 mm, tho majority being 150 mm 
ana. 105 mm •.. In.adCl.ition there wore ni.nnerous· 88 mms and .•. · 

. smaller. guns site:,l; in ?trongpoints. The i'J-. :iefences vvero:' 
_heavy. 

. ' . 

131. . The SCHELDT and. its approaches had. boon ·extensively 'mined.; ·. ·····'' 
the Ge.qnans. ope:ratea.' a numbe~·. of explosive motor b'oats etc, and: midget 
submarines in the are fl..· 

FORCES DliPLOYED TO CARRY OUT THE Tl~SK .:'-.· 

1. COR:ffi -.·.:;- \ 

'··~. 

132. The • task of clearing the area: bBt'l.-leen tho· :,.'J\JT\TERP - Tui:rnHOUT ' 
Canal ana. the· }lih,;;S was given to 1 Corps.; Ini tialiy 1 Corps. h~.:i 49 . 
and. 51 Divs ana.: the :P'oliSh Armd DiV'. · 5·1 :Div was transferred. t'o 12· -- · 
Corps·. on .17· October when ·Second. .L..i:my ,:_,er.,; developing their· opero.ti.ons · '·· ·· 
against HERTOGENBCSCH and TILBURG. 4 C:in Armd. Div e.na. 104· US Div.! .. 
then came .int() .1 C()rps. 

• •• /2 CDN CORPS 
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2 CDN CuRFS 
'· .... :.· 

133. Clearing .the SCH.ELDT Yre.s the::;;cesponsibility of 2 Gcln Corps. 
2 Cdn Inf Div. ha.d the ta.sk 'if. sealing off the isthf,ms and clearing 
SUUTH BEVEL:JJD. W:i,.th the assistance of 4 Ccln .,:i.rm.d Div vvho were to 
contain the enemy, 3 Cdn Inf Div vvere to de3t:L~oy tho ener.w on the 

''island;'SUt)"TH of tlw SCHELDT. J:. SS Bd.e was to Liake the seaborne 
attack on \il..LCHEREt,']IJ •. 

Ip the c:::.t].rse of tho opor&\tiGLJs, certain EliJdific.atiohs· 
-v-rcr.e EJ,ado to the::)e .~.Jlans.,: 52 Div f'roEL the UK joined in the 
opon1tions ·SU1JTH of the SCBELDT about the r;,ilclle CJf October, and. 4 · 
Cd.n .;,.rnd. Div .then E1r;ved rouncl Eb.ST of i'JIT,TViERP to ooor.at.e on tho 

• ·'·· "' ,.... • . .1; 

RIGHT of 4 Cdn Inf Div, 

.b.MPHIB I ANS 

134. In order .. to cope vvith the iimnclatir~·ns and. the· sliturated ground., 
and to rnake. c:orssings. of the YiEST SCBELDJ:, a nw~l.ber Gf mnphihians were 
L1ade available, :including sor::o 200 LVTs ( "Buff'alocsn) cmd. lvi 29Cs 
( "Wec.,_sels 11 ), DUK\i's and Terrapins •. · 

. ', ,; 

135.' The seaborne. as.s.ault v-:ras. t·. be J::1o"d0 by F1orco 11 T'\ v.-hich con­
sisted of approxir:mtely 200 landing and 6ioso support craft, supported 
by a Bor.1bo.rdnent S.quadr;on of HM:S T>larspite and rxmitcrs • 

.. ,· 
•,.!.: 

D. SUCCESS·ACHIEVEB 

SE.tiliiNG-OFF SOUTH,BEVEIJl·:,."ifD 

136." Un l October the LEFT bcle of 2 Gdn Inf Di'! oGcupiod 1'IERXEM 
J 79 vrithout opposition, and tho, RIGHT bc1o was in BRECHT D 81. The 
Northern outsldrts .. of :{,NTi\IERP up to the Dutch fJ"Tontier were cleared 
quickl3", but further Eb.ST the ener.w made use of the wooded country to 
delay the advance. By 7 October, hovmvGr, the areo. of 'tVOEI.\fSDRECHT 
D 62 vras reached; oppositi~ .. n stiffen Gel cc.nsiderftbly as the isthmus i'v\ras 
e.pproached. 

·.;' ... ' · . • 1 

Sor,1e d.ays;.<·vver,c:J;. $J;?ent in d.oal.irig .vvi th paratroops -rrho w·ere dug 
in RL10ngthe dylces £.\ll,d· r<J;;ilvvay, cr.1b.Mlments in tlw WUENSDRECHT area, while 
atteupts were L;.ad:e: to push, up .EJ.long .the 1.1ain a:oad to KGRTEVEN. D 62. 
EneDy countcr-.attaaks wi:th:.ini',.and:·tnnks, vrore frequent, but th,c positions 
generally were held. and the· enen;y was gradually worn down; · the isth;;ms 
Yras virtually sealed.. 

By 20 U.ctober, 4 Gc1n .LrL:c1 D'iv had· arrived NE 0f _.':.NT~iE.RP and. 
bego.n to exert prosE:mro c,>:r·ound. OALlviFTIIuUT D 71 and ,;~CIITI'RBROEK D 71~ 
They pushed on vi.ith vigour' e.ncl on tho evening of ,23 October crossed the 
Dutch frontier at ESSCHEIIT D 72:. 2 Cdn Inf Div had Lleanvvhile inproved 
their positions and vrore remly to o.c1vnnce ·WEST along the istllnus. 

CLEARING THE SOUTH. BJ,NK UF THE . SCHELDT 

137. Tho plan of j Cdn Inf Div was ;brie:rly as :t'"'ollows. 7 Bde to 
establish 8. bridgeheo.d. acros-s the LEOEDLD Canal· NORTH of NililiDEGEM J 09 
through which 8 Bd.e· :Jas to pass. 8 Bde 1,-ias· then to seize crossings over 
tho canals at SLUIS C 90· and. RETRJL.l\fCHEiviENT C 91·· arid. clear the Kl.\fOCKE 
areo.. 9 Bd.o was to assault across the S.AVOJ.b../J.IDS P.L.l..AT D 2313 Dri D 
plus 2 and establish a bric1goheacl on the E.~ST of the island. fr ou Yvhich 
they were to clear the coG.st up to BRESEENS D OL 

: ~ ... ; -. ' : 

13.8. Tho as.sa.ul t across the LEORJLD 0 anal was launched at 0530 hrs 
on 6 OctobGr .. ·,vith t-~vo. bns after the oneuy positions on the far bank had 

•• o /be on f'laued 



' -~ . •' . _, boon f1nncd by Wi~SPs. Suall shallovll" bridgeheo.ds were r.-1ade· in the .. ·:race 
of fanatical opposition and enfilade fire dovm the canal .froB the .WEST. 
J;_t rrCt.s four days before the bridgehead cociici. be sufficien~1y e~pCt.nded 
to eqablo·tho bridgd to·be built. The enerzy reinforc~ed.Md'ccunter-
att?-ckocl re;?ec.tedly, but it turned uut +ater that in thef?e efforts he had s _Jont a cc,nsiddrablo :_portion . Qf his best troc·ps. 

139. 9 Cdn Inf Bde on release fr!JE1 the O.t:..LAIS operations, v1as 
Dovod t~; C--JiEI\fT to "r.1arry-up" with the LVTs of 5 .. ;.ssault Regt RE (79 
~~ru.cl Div). The .Lssaul t Group (two bns and Tao Bde HQ) sailed up the 
GHEI\TT - TERNEUZI:.l\I Canal on tho evening of 7 oCtober. Thel~e was 24 
hour.s' delay. at TERNEUZN\T DYving .to trouble at the locks, and the colur.Jh 
harbDured in the area 11ithout being s·een by tho .encwy guns and OPs 
across the SCHELDT. .i;.t 0020 hrs on 9 October,' the expeditic.n ewerged 
into the SCRELDT and sailed sow.e 4 or 5 riJ.iles to land tvvo hours later on beB.ches at the Eastern tip of the iJ.sle.nd!' Surprise vms oOJ~1:?lete · 
and a bridgehead vras established vv:i. thrmt nuch opposition. 

During the d·ay, however, the guns from.FLUSHING Md BRESKENS 
orened on t11e. bridgehead and the craft plying across the.S.i;.YOJii.U{DS 
IL.i .. LT. Eneny roinforcenents arrived and c:;unter-attacked, but the 
hold on the island was slowly extended. 

. .. ::::::.: . ~ ::::., .. : .. 

In viov7 of the tough opposition on the LEOPOLD Gf':nal, 8 Cdn 
Bcle were "prought round and passed aCr'C•SS the S..:WuJJ:i.£RI)S a ... Ai'J.T, .9 
Cdn. 1:3do cp.pturod the sr;i.all harbour r.f HUOFDP.L..~.T. 'D 11,. an:i BIERVLIET 
D 11 while 8 Cdn Bcle· pushed SOUTH and SW ·to open up a land rGute at 
tho SGuthern enc1 ::·f S.LVUJiu.JmS P.L.,:~ .. T in crmjunction with 4 Cd.D .ii.rErl 
Div. This vras ef:t:"ected, after s::,ue fierce fighting, on 14· udober. 
Tho two odes now f;:..ught :,n f'ror;1 one dyke to o.nothor, and on 19th:, 
j'LL.'1ction v7e-s r.1e.d.e -.-dth troops fr::.n the LEORJLD-Canal bridgehead near 
ST 1CRUIS D 00. The enern.y was slowly pushed back t:::, the line 
BRESID!NS - SGHUUNDIJKE D 01 -OOSTBURG - SLUIS, BRESICENS be~ng 
finally cleared on 22 october. 

.• · i .It is now necessary to revert to ,iihe op·~'ra'ti_oris across 
SUUTH• BEVElu.J'JD •. 

SOUTH BEVEk:.lm 
' . 

140. ·\{hile L~ Odn ..:~rmd. Div 2ttackod. tovvards BERGEN OP ZPOl\1 .to 
sqcuro,thc RIGHT flank, t~:rG bdes cif2 Cdn Inf :pJ.y were io B:ttack 
alDng' .. tho istm.lus; secure 'a crossiri~ over the BEVELiJm Oan~l D 42; 
and. clr-ive ·vv'EST to seize the causev;ay between SQDTH BEVELk'N'D apd. 
~~~:.LCHZREN. . The third bcle -vn'l.'s to cross the SCHELDT fromT~·TEU;21EN 
tr::. tho vicinity of B .. :U:..RL..:J\fD D 31, and join up vn th the r'est of the 
Div in tho area of GR.:iVENPJLDER D 32. 

·."' 

52 Div hacl now arrived fruH the UK and in. view of the· <•. 
stiff fighting .v;hich hacl already taken place at the istbrnus, 156 .. 
Brlo 0f this Div Yms· given the task of nk'1king the SOfl:ELDT. crossing. 

lL~l. ~·.t 0430 hrs on 2L~ Oct~;bor 2 Cdn Inf. Div started. ~he 
aclvance into suUTE BEVFJ:.,JJm. SOUTH of the Uain read prr-.gress vms 
fairly good, but along tho road and NURTH of it. opposition was very 
stiff' and thendvance.vms further delayed by the v{holasale.cl~ater-
ing of', tl:lo r.oacl. It is difficult to iLJagine 2. r.1ore unsuitable 
.piece ::.f\ country in' which t;) fight a be.ttie. Neverthcles.s, the 
Canadians v~·ore able :to clear the isthBus and on 27.· October they 
reached theBEVEL..iJ'JD:Canal, ';-i:hich is o.bout. 300 fo,et ·wide,. ancl 
procoecJ.ed. to bridge it.·· 

142. liieanwhile, 156 Bde of 52 Div had sailed in LVTs from 
TER.NEUZEN o.t. 0245 hrs on 26 · Uctc.ber ~and about 2 fu:.s later, landed , 

••• /on the 

,I,. 
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CV:iYiffiETIUN UF THE . (J.PER.l..TIUNS SUUTH UF THE SO HELDT 

.·143. . To return .to 3 Cdn Inf Div. After the fall of BRESK:El'.JS, 

the en er.ry OpPosi ·bon began to crack. vVi th two bdes up, the Div swung 

SW towards the .canal a:t RETBJllifCHElVJEN~ Cl..Dz.AND and its heavy. guns were 

captur.ed iirl.thout opposit.ion;. but parties of enemy fought stubbornly 

along: the coast. _. A. crossing of the canal was· quickly effect.ed during 

the night J0/31 October, and by the following evening the reserve'bde 

had pushed on to KNOCKE. During the next. three· days, mopping: up 

operations continued in the canal areas between ZEEBRUGGE; SLUIS aria 
BRUG-ES and the. operation closed at 0930 hours 3 Nover:ilier having yeilded 

12,500 prisoners. ··_Ground condit·ions ·had been e:x;trem.ely difficult; 

for fouiJ we.e.ks: it had been a hard infantry .fight against opposition 

which· the Canadians described as beirig as stubborn as anything they had 

met sine e D Day. · · · . · 
·, 

I' ,·•.• ,\ • • 

.144. .Three assaults were to be Dad-e rm the island~-. 

. ·.'"<~': .·. 

•·'·" 

(a) Frmn,•SOUTH BEVEuJw.. The task of 2 Cdn Jnf piv was_ ,t6~~mke 
a bridgehead WEST . of· t,he causevfay. They were then to be 

relieved by the tvvo bcies of 52 :biv vv.hos.e responsibill.ty . 

would be to clear the SE corner of the island and advance . 

·firstly on FLUSHING D 12 and sec'ondly; or· e:~ternatively, on 

MIDDELBURG. D .13. .· 

{b) -An. a.tta.ck on ~USHING by No. 4 COL1Elarido. (4. ss Bde) vroceeding 

•direct fror:1 BRESKENS in LC.A. · H hour 0545 hours 1 NoverJ.ber. 

1.55 Bde (52 Div) vras to be held in reservE) at BRESMNS~ If 

the initial assault on FLUSHING v;as successful, the Bde-- would 

ir:ll~t~diately follow tl'l.rough~ If .it failed, the Bde was to 

moV'e overland to OSTEND and be landed at Yv'ESTKi~E .D. 03 to 

pass through 4- SS Bde. · ' ·-· 

.· (c)· .b.n ~ttack rieat W'ESTKAPELLE by Nos· 41, 47 and 48 Com.r.1a.ndos_ 

.ot'.4 SS Bde, a.ndNo 10 (IA) 0GL1tlarido. ·The pr:i.r;lary task of 

',. 

the SS Bde was tG secure the dune are~ fror.1 VV'ESTKEP.EtLE to 

FLUSHING and dQ_::;t~oy all batteries. therein.~ . The secondary 

task was a similar one in the area.. Vv'ESTK.t~P.ELLE - DUlviBURG. 

D 03. ~, 

As it was essent-ial frorJ. a Naval po,int of view to touch 

c;lown as soon after Tow wliter as possible· H hour wi3-s.0945 

. hours 1 NoveElber. · , _ .. 

145. The nain ··preliuinary operation· vms th~. pp~bing. by '!;he RJI:.F 

of the vVESTKAPELLE and other sea dykes, Vlhc:ceby the island 1r{ould 'be .... ···_;, 

••• /flooded. 
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flooded. 'Tho\~ESTI~~PELLE dyke ViaS .3.30 feet wide at :its base and .30 
f!e~t high·-abo~e low water level. If a breach of jOO yai'ds coulcl be 
r.1.e1.de :\.n· it·;_ the ene~-W positions cc,uld be taken in rear by ~vaterborne 
forces.·· 

_. ... During October the R:..F. breached the dykes at four points, 
NE. of VEERE 1.3, both Ei..ST E~nd \lEST of FLUSHING and at the Southem 
end of the -~-JJ3;S~'IQ...P.ELLE dyke. This letst breach .was .380 yards wide. 

_ .n.s a result, by l Nrwenber, the greater part of the island 
11ras belo-w· water except for FLUSHING and MIDDKLBUI?.G, a narrow belt Gf 
dunes along tho NrJrthorn, Western and Southern sides, and a larger 
area in the SE corner. J.~.bout h[tlf the batceries were ;·.1ade UJltenable. 

VhiLCHEREN. l NUVE!I!IBER 

146. ..~t tho causeway; a Cdn bn nado 400 - 500 yards progress but 
was forced ·Dack to the :WEST end after SOJ:J.e fierce fighting. 

~~t FLUSHING, 4 COD.L'k':.nclo made a successful landing and reached 
the vrat er front without heavy casUt\l ties. They Yvere quickly followed 
by the le?-ding troops of 155 BclE>, andtogother they pushed on into the 
tovm. The chief oppositir;,n ca;J.e fro1~1 strong points :::md. pill boxes on 
the flanks. of their boachheaCJ.. Tho build..:.up proceeded se.tisfactorily 
during the day;•though 11 LC1~s andLVT.s wore sunkor daDaged by gun fire 
and uines •. · · · · · · .. ·: 

147. The force to att[lck \V'ESTKAPELLE' left OSTEND on .31 October. 
Tho pass~ge Yras uneventful. The close support squndron of 25 vessels 
was in the lead, and was tined to arrive one L1ile off shore at H ninus 
20 ninutos, Ydth the leading groups of landing craft close astern. 

Firing fron the shore vras first observed at 0715. hours when 
tho D0iviBURG batteries opened on the FLUSHING assault. At 0820 hours, 
the bonbarduent squadron - HlVIS \i'..i:.RSPITE and the monitors ROBERTS and 

.. EREBUS ~ opened fire. Shortly before 0900 hours, the close support 
squadpon deployed, and at 0900 h0urs battle was joined. By this tine, 
the ,squadron vvas lJeing ongagoc1 1Jy "prnctically all the hostile be,tteries 
(about 9) fron NURTH of rv-:ESTKi.PELLE to FLUSHING. 

148. Tho weather in UK severely restric-t'eCl. flying operations and. 
the pre-H hour fighter/l)OLlber and. heavy lJonber attacks could not take 
place~ The "cabrank" R? Typhoons of Second Tactical .:~ir Force frob. ~ 

the Continent ap1Jeared on tir.1e D.Yld pressed home 8. deteruined attack 
just as the assa~lt troops vrerc ·about to land. This undoubtedly had. a 
prc:·found effect ;::.n the operatil;n at a tiue when the support squadron was 
suffering severo casualties fror,1. the still activo batteries. 

The shooting ~f the Bou.Bardi.wnt Squadron was D.lso handicapped 
as their· spotting ?lanes cou:la. not take off fron the UK. .hir observation 

posts f'ron the Continent eventually took their place. 

149. · The le[lding troops touched dovm at 0957 hours at the gap in 
t}::J.e dyke and tho reuaining landing craft were successfully beached and 
unloaded by 12.30 hours. 48 Cor:J.lnando on the RIGHT captured a strong 
pOiJ:'lt SOUTH of the gap, and. by evening he,d uade about 2 niles progress 
towards ZOUTEL..i:J.'i.JDE D 0.3 olininating battery. \i 1.3 on the way after. a 
stiff' fight. 

On the LEFr, 41 Cor;iuando negotiated the gap in their LVTs, 
d.iSl:lOunted and captured \i"ES1'KAPELLE village and, ef'ter being ordered to 
halt for a ·while to await results further SUUTH, were giv·en porErission 
at 1500 hours to push on to DUl!iJ3URG. Having established. a firL1 base 
at \'iESTKt .. PELLE they advanced to DOivD3URG 1)y dark, capturing two b.atteries 
en route. · · 

••• /4 7 C OL'll:lM do 
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, ; · · . 47 Col:1l:JEi.ndo landed about uidday, and after some delay in 
negotiating the gap in the. face of very heavy fire, they were 
assem1)led for the night about half a mile tr:' the SUUTH. 

150. The landing had been successful. It vvas due in no sr:mll 
r..1casure tv the J.etermination of the Close Support Squadron to ensure 
that the C orJrilan¢tos should arrive safely on· the beach and receive the 
naxiuur.1 support •.. • The Squadron engaged. and drevr to thet1Selves the 
fire of · the enemy batteries; in some cases at l:)i:Jint blank range. 
In the first four hours; the Squadron lost 11 of its 25 craft by 
gunfire, and another 3 on trines. 

W.tlLCHEREN. 2 - 8 NUVE!.v.r13ER 

151. .At the causeway, 52 Div took over from 2 Cdn Inf Div who were 
withdrawn into reserve. Further progress h_ere was severely limited by 
well-sited :$trongpoints and to ease the situation another assault was 
:t:k'1.de o.cross .the SLOUE Channel about 2 r.ri.les to the SOUTH. ·This took 
place on .the night 2/3- November arid :vms successful. The first 400 
yards Yvas E1ade in assault boats, after which· the troops struggled· 
across the salt marsh fur about three-quarter~ of a mile,; well over 
their vfcl.ists. i11 liquid mud. More trooi6s crossed in the S8.l-::J.e way 
the next night, and by the evening of 4 November, in spite of fairly 
heavy opposition, a link-u:p·.vfas na.de,vfith the t:t'OOi?S at the causeway. 
Progress .was then rnade NURTH to·wards-VEERE and SUUTH towards FT · 
RJJvffiiiEIIT D 12, 

152. .t~t FLUSHING:t 4 Cornnw.ndo and 155 Bdc steadily mopped up the 
to'lm against concrete strong poirits and suicide squads who established 
theli1Selves in the cranes arid ga.ntrd.es of the dock· area. With the · 
assistance of sonie mountain guns which were asseubled in· the upper 
floors of' houses - ana mortar barrages from the roofs of buildings the 
town was cleared by the evening of 3 Noveril.ber. · · · 

153. .·On 2 November, 4 SS Bde: pushed· on past ZOUTELliNDE and after 
•. some fierce. fighting for the enemy battery 'll{ ll, a junction v1-as nade 

.the next Cl.ay vfith the force at FLUSHING. 

In the·NuH.TH, the enemy fought -bac·k ·strongly in the. dunes· 
and ·woods NE ·oi' DJJVIBURG where miries and wire were widespread.· With 
the assistance of two gun tanks and two AVREs; the sole survivors of 
about tvrenty which had attempted to land at WESTKI·l.PELLE on D Day, the 
CGDuandcs gradually mopped up towat:4:1? VRQu\vENBJLDER D 1438 •. 

154. Resistance ~1as now all:mst at an ·end. un the afternoon Of 
6.Nover.1bor, a "lcft-flanking11 attack in LVTs .fron FLUSHING across 
the inundations, was !Jade on MIDDELBURG, "and the Gerr.1an C01nnander was 

·captured. Wit.1 the aid of the amphibians, the rest· of the island 
was cleared and on the 8 Novenber the·opeJ:'ation ceased., some.. 8,000 ; 
-priso~.ershaving_ been collected_ Q!l Wi>LCEEREN • 

.. 

i:.NTWERP 

155. . On 4 Novet11ber the :f'i:'at ~esweepers reached .h.NTlv"ER?. une 
of the r~st int:Cicate sw.eepl.ng OL:Jer:ations of the war now had to be 
carried Out. . '100 Iilin~swcepers 'v,rere' ern.ployed clearing the 70 mile 
long chan'nel, which hacf' to be swept 16 times. 406 mines vmre accounted 
for. On 28 November:··a oonvoy pf 18 ·ships reached .<:.NTiVER? safely. 

uP.E:Ri~TiuNs Tu CLELR THE 'LutiER ·ruttmif ': · · 

156. . IVhen the'vlithdr·'a\·re.l of l ..;:~irborne Div from l.RNHEM had been 
effected Gn 26 Septe1-;1ber 30 Corps rVM conce~ned with exapnding the 
NIJlviEG.EN bridgehead and keeping- open -the corridor, while 8 Corps on 
the RIGHT· and 12 Corps on the LE!rT came up on the flanks • 

• • • /30 Corps 
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30 Corps gradually €xpa.nded: WEST between the NEDEfLRIJN and 
the Wl...tlL, a.nd SW across the Nlti.l..S towards HERTUGENDUSCH to link up with 
12 Corps which~ was dire6ted·on :seHIJNDEL. __ _ 

·· .. .:. .. :· ... : ·- -

. : · Fi:irth-er TIEST, -i Corps of First Cdn .Army wa.s mDv.ing t~~-rds-
the line'TILBURG.:.. :3ERGEl'f UP ZUUM~ ·.·;,:;•... .·· --

·.· 

157. WEST of· iiRNJIE.vi-~ the posit ion was· gradual ]y ·improved .. a.nd : thB 
enemy, despite repeated counter atta.cks,,:v-;ras pushEJd. across ;th? NEDER 
RIJN to just short of W.t~GENING.EN E 57 whence the line rEm generally 
SSW to a. point about 4 miles EAST of HERTUG:~~.SCHL · .. : ___ ;.~~--'·\:.:::: .. 

Meanwh'ii(), ·the- bouridary betv.-een Second. British and First Cdn 
Armies vv-a.s tempora.JZily ·:Gloved further \TEST and 12 Corps was directed·: 
on the :NI.AAS th,rough the -g·ener8.l area P.tEl?.TUGEI'TBUSCH - TILBuliG -~­
llUSTERHuUT E· q~~~ 

., \." 

158.- : ·on 22. Uctobcr, 12 O;or·ps laUJ."'lched-;aJ:i ... attack Ei:..ST of BERTUGEN-
BUSdH with'RIGHT':: 53 Div::·-ana-·r~EFT 7 khrl 'Div, while 8.t midnight 51 Div 
attacked· Ei~ST. of ·SClffJl\l".QEL~ :..U'though conditions: were difficult 
oviing' to· extensive· fl-bodirig in sbrne :ar'eas, progres's vvas: gobd. : . '·· 

· BERTuG-J,ifN:BiJscm w~s clehr-ea· by 53 Div on· .. -27 .. October, a.n.d .. the following 
day 15 Div :on the :exti;,~mi:F LEW[)~ ·of''·;the c·orp§, secured .TILB.URG. -51 . 
Div and 7 Armd Div then continued the sweep to·wards the Mtwill and 
c1(3ared the cou.'1try as far iVEST as UOSTERHuUT and GEERTRUIDENBURG 
04;-: the latter remaini:lng 'in enemy: hands for the tir.1e',being. 

' ... :_~:.:.;._ ·"·:. ~ : ...... ;,_. L- i- ; . .·· .. ~,·:··_{~;~ .: 

159. "In the''Cdri".Army sector;;'e.arty- in uctober 4-9 Div and Polish 
.Li.rn1d Div ·of 1 cc\rps; raacle progress:,NuRTH of TUBNHUUT to within 4 1e1iles 
Of TILBURG on the 'RIGHT and to .ALBHEN 02 on· the LEFT. ·A p8.use then 
occurred vrhile 4 Cdn l;,r-r~rl Div arrived frora WEST of .ANTWERP • On 20 
Octoi)er, l Corps launched an attack to clear the RIGHT fla.nk of 2 Cdn 

'Inf'Div (attacld11g-tovfa-:tds SuUTHBEVELLND isthr:1us). Progress vms 
steady thrbugn :the 'th:ifdkly v10oded country• ~- :GREDL was .c:aptured by the 
Poles on 29 uctober, a.nd 4- can ~~rmd Div secured BERGEN. UP ,ZO~I the same 
C:.ay. RuUSEND.<Jili and UUDGASTEL D 73 were cleared by 49 Div on 30 
CJctober. · Me:nnvihilej 104 US Inf Div caL1e under ·1 Corps, an_d positioned 
between ·Polish :.t~rrxl Div· e-iiU-·49 Div, joined in the sweep up i;o the J\IIAAS. 
On 8 Novcr.J:Jer MuERDIJK &rwhero the ene1·.w had blovm the bridge; ·was: 
finally clear_0d. by the·:~oiish ;,:rr;rl Div, and the SuUTH of the M.t'..il:S; 
including ·the'- 1islal1d' of ··THOLEN arid the ST ffiiLIB3IuJ\I'D Peninsula D54 
was c:onpletely in our hands. 

; " '• I~· ' 

E. ':. ~.; .. 
,·,.· .... ··. i ~.!.~·i;: (.';)',.,:~::!::~: •. ·: ·.:.,·~ ·'. ·:;.- ., ."1. 

160. · The >Gei~r.ili:ff 6J::~,Jrnf· Div '-vias. do-strayed suUTH of the SCHELPT. a.nd 
70' Inf Di'iJ!'··on •vV'i:LC'flli:lt(BN}' ., 'iThe scitt-or'oa··.rennants of nine divs were 
rlriven across the MA.t~S a.nd the VUJ;L')' yielding 54,000 pris-oners. 

F, 

:61. 

CASUJ'J.TIES SUST:.tJNED BY us 

Fror.11·i:C~c to b er to- 10 Novenber 
,,,. •·. ~ : : .. ·, Killed ·r.r6unded :Missing .Total_ ,, 

.l;.lliea' Cohtin[~ents 566 1,911 199 ' 2,676 ... 
. ' . 11 ••. 

9,894 3,229 '16, 100 Dri tish · :.· 2,977 
Canadian 

..... •' 

32089 6,096. -298 8;887 
TuT..t";L 6,632 ~7,901 3,130 2·z, 663 

"' .... ../., I. .·.;., .... ·--·· ~~ ... ... ........ 

. C1,ll~1Ulativo. frora P Day 
'f.r. '··- ·... · ,..,. · · .. _ _,K~i.,.l.,.l-e.;:,d-, .. ·~w;:;;o.:..un..:..;,.d...,.ed-a-.' .. ·.;.,;1~h;:..~ s-s-i;-n-g.,.'·""'.-, .... , ,-=_T:-o-:-t-a..,.l- • .:.j;! ... 

.: .. lli.ea o6nt"i88:~:o~~--- . T·oo3 •.: ·:"' 3 356 ·-· ,. 350 · . '14 7o9:" . .'.L:· 

Dritish · ·· · · · 2C>':24.9 _,,_,:-~7:114 ·· J6~ll4' (.103:477 ::·.:!:' 
canadian •. '6,9'01·' 20,939 2,239 30,079 .. ... 

. ~ .. ... . 28,153 91,409 18,703 138,265 
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SECTION 6··· OPERATIONS FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF THE ENEMY WEST OF THE 

A~ . GENERAL' PLll.N OF THE BATTLE 

162. The destruction of the enemy WEST of the &."'fiNE on the front 
of 21 Army Group had two phases :-

First Preliminary operations to clear up to the R WIAAS and the 
R ROER and activity along the river line in HOLLA.ND. 

Second· Operations to clear the area between the 1111\A.S and the RHlliTE, 

_F_IR._S_T_P_H_~~S_E_. __ O_C_T_O_BE_R_1~9..:...44 - JANUARY 1945. 

163. This followed on from the ARNHEM operation.at the end of 
September, vfuen, in the NORTH, a brio.gehco.d had been established in the 
area GRAVE - :NIJMEGEN and; in the SOUTH, First US Army vvere across. the 
-1AEUSE. in tho area I!IAASTRICHT ;., JV~CHEN. 

Subsequent operations may be summarized as follovvs :-. . . . . . 

(a). During October, 8 Corps~· · with 7" ·us Armd Di v under command, 
captured VENR.I\.I,J E72 e,nd reached the MM.S Northwards from 

.. (b) 

(c) 

(d) 

·• · · BOJCMEER 74. Tb.ey repulsed a counter attack by thre.e enemy 
divs in the J\IEIJEL area 70. · 

In November,· 12 . Corps handod ovor their sector on the Lower 
1viAAS to 1 Corps o.nd carne across to como in on tho RIGHT of 
8 Corps, followed sh..:>rtly aftorvrards by 30 Corps 1vho had 
been relieved at NI,BiEGEN by 2 Cdn Corps. 30 Cqr:ps moved. 
further SOUTH to tho area of STTTARD. K66, near .the 21 Army 
Group/Twelfth US Army Group boundary. 

':'•, 

HQ Airborne Corps had returned to the UK bfi 9 October, but 
82 and 101 .1JS Airborne Divs remained under Second Army in 
tho NI.J~vJEGEN area, taking part in some very stiff fighting. 
They were eventually relieved when 2 Cdn Corps took over. 
82 .Div were released to Tvmlfth US Army Group on 12 November; 
1 01· Di v on 27 Novoml)or. 

While 8 Corps stee:.d,ily pushed the enemy across the DEURN.E 
· Can?'l-1 tow4,rds VENLO> 1·.~.~. Corps attacked on 14 Novcmbor from 
. EA.ST o:f_WEERT toyvards· ROEE'.10J:IID K79. On 19 November, 30 
·Corps \vith' 84 US Inf Div under command, attacked towards 
GEI:r..ENIITRCHEN K86. 
By early December, tho enemy had. boon clearedfrom the whole 
vYEST bank of the Y.tAI~.S as far SOUTH as ~vL."!ESEYGK K67. From 
this point our line crosGed the river ano. ran just NORTH of 
SITTJ~ to inclusive GEILENKIRCHEN. · 

(e) .. On 13 December. regrouping started for the. second phase. 
Thie. oper·ation wo.s to be carried out initially by 30 Corps 
who were to attack SE from the NIJl/IEGEN area. 

12 Corps took over in the SOUTH t.tnd HQ 30 Corps moved to 
BOXTEL E33. 

164.. (a) The · German off €ms i ve · in th,o · lili.DEN11ES 

.··. ; On 16 Dcco~ber, Von RtD:IDST1'DT.lau11.chcd his ARDENNES offen­
sive against First: WJ Icrmy~ .. On 20December,· ·the US First 

-·and Ninth !1-rmios · crune under operational control of 21 Army 
Group. 

30 ·corps, consisting of 1+3, 51 and 53 Ill..f Divs ·and Guards 
Armd Div, was concontro.ted in tho general area LOliVAIN -
Hi\SSELT.· · Later, 43 Div was replaced by_6 Airborne Div 
and transferred to 12 Corps. 

. •. /On the RIGHT 
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On the RIGHT of First US Army, 30 Corps opera ted on the 
Northern and Western flanks of the ARDENNES salient. When 
the Allie~·-counter offensive started on 3 January, the torps 
advanced from the line of the road }11\.RcHE· -" 1-fbTTOT on LAROCHE capturing some 700 prisoners., As tho salient was gradually 
eliminate<l, 30 Corps was pinched out, and on 14 January, Corps HQ proceeded to BOXTEL to resume its preparation for 
its original operations. 

On 18 January, First US Army reverted to. command Twelfth US 
Army Group, having taken 20,000 prisoners in tho operation up 
to date. 

(b) During. the first \VOOk of December, the enemy blew a flood 
bank SW of ARNJ:JEM. LargG areas were flooded ar:td this finally 
decided the issue that the main effort of 2'1 Army Group would 
be made Eastwards across the Rf:JTNE rather ·chan Northwards 
across the R LEK. 

165. l\/Ieanwhile, on 16 January, 12 Corps with 7 Armd Div, 43· and 52 Divs, attacked NORTH from the road GEILENIITRCHEN - SITTARD. The' object 
W"'.S to clear the area behveen the R ROER and the Ml\AS so that it would 
serve as a base from which to develop further operations in conjunction 
with the attack from NIJMEGEN. 

The operation was carried out under conditions of hard frosts, 
sudden thaws and thick· fog. In ten days _the area SOUTH of the ROER was 
cleared except for p_ .small bridgehead SW of ROER.VIOND; Altogether this 
offensive cost the enemy' some 3000 .Prisoners of War and -about· the same 
number killed and long- term wounded. . · 

43 Div then moved to Gdn Arrny sector. ~~on' 6 February, 
XVT US Corps of Ninth US Army became operational and took over the whole 
of 12 Corps area. · · 

SECOI\TD PHASE. FEBRUARY - ]l,ffiRCH 194~ 

166. Tho plan was as follows :-

(a) Operation VERITABLE 

.First Qah ,Army, reinforced. by 30 Corps, wa's to attack from 
the· gertera1 l_ine MOOK E75.:.. NIJMEGEN-· to destroy the enemy 
betVtoen the I-,00-i.S. ,ano~ the RHINE, and to brea~ through in a 
Sou'tb.erly directiOn between those tviro rivers. , - r. . ·. . : 

(b) Operation GHEN.r'\D~ 

(c) 

At the outset, Ninth US Army was. to hol.d its front on the H ROER from JULICH F05 NVV to ROER..\1:0ND. At.- a date to be 
fixed by Commander-in-Chief 21 li:rmy Group, H. ,~vou1d deve­
lop an offensive across the ROER in corijunc:tion with the 
Cdn Army operation. 

Second Brit Army in tho CENTRE. was to hold the WEST bank of the 1-/IA.A,S .from ROERMOND Northwards to CUIJK 74, and be prepared to operate on the RIGHT of First Cdn Army at a later date. · · · 

When those. operations wer.e completed, 21 Ar:tny'Group would be poised readyfor the next phase, with a front formed along a 1e;ngth of the RHINE. · · c. · . 

B. FORCES E~1IPLOYED AND TASKS ALLOTTED. 

167. (a) Initially, First Cdn Army was to attack on a one Corps 
front with 30 pory.s. ... Subsequently~. ~ Q&:l:. C.o:rp:s, while 
st_ill holdin~f N!JSlECi-EN and the WM...L bri9.gehoad, would take over th0 LEFT sector o.nd the attackwoUldprocecd o:r: a. two-:-corps. front.. . 1 Corps, to the 'WEST~ ; would con­
tulue. to ho.+.d ?- t~. 125 mllc front along ~the NAAS. 

(b) 30 Corps was to attack.with five inf divs_w, a,s under:-

••. ~/From. HIGHT 
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From RIGHT to LEFT - 51 Div 
53 Div 
15 Div 

'' 2 CdnDiv 
' 3 CcLn· biv 

RESERVE and FOLLOW UP - 43 Di v 
Guards· Armd· Div.; · 

·In <"l.ddition, the Corps included three independent armd bdes, 
oleve:n:regts of 79 Armd Div grouped under ono Bde HQ and' 
five iGsRJ,_, 1'he total guns to be employed for the attack 
was over '1000 . 

. . All. the res6i.u'c;::es of Second ·Tactical Air Forqe were made 
availab],e to support the operation, in addition to heavies 
of IX US BombardiTDnt Division and Bomber Co~and. 

168. The respective attacks by the Divs on D Day were as 
follows :- · .. , 

51 Div 

53 Div 

15 :tJiv, 

2 Cdn Div 

3 Cdn Div 

To capture the high grounct near the SW corner 
. of tho REICHSWAW FOREST. 

To seizo the high' grounCJ_ on the Northern edge of 
the REICHSW.L.LD. 

To .attack straight tb..rough to I\P,),_j'iJE.NBui(G E85 and 
. then to the high ground overlooking CLEVE E85. 

To caphu·e WYLER E75. 

Late afternoon D Day to drive Ei~ST across· tho 
marshy ground to the CLEv"E - ALTER RHUlE Canal. 

'·.· 

D Day was 8 February; H hom~ 10.30 hours except for 
3 Cdn Div. 

169.; Exploitation. VThon 15 Div had captured CLEVE,· its task 
was to sencL mobile columns to capture TJDE::-JI 94 . and CALCAR A05 and to 
clear the road CLEVE - m~·.'IERICH E96 as far as the RHINE. 

4.3 Di v vv-as to pass through 15 Div on D plus 1 to attack 
SOUTII to GOGH E~4. 5.3. Di v vvas ,to clear tho REICHSVTIILD,. , 51 Div, 
using the good road SOUTH of the forest, was t o ·converge on· GOGH with 
4.3 Div. Guards .Armd Div was to follow 43 Div to seize and hold the 
high ground NORTH of SONSBECK A03 and push forward a strong mobile 
colutllYl. to capture VVESEL bridge if it was still intact. ' 

. .. . ' 

C. E}:ITENi.Y DIVISIONS AND S'l'RENGTH IN THE .AREA 

170. ... .The onerny forward posit,ions at the: REICP.tSWl:LD 'wero held by 
84 Inf Div ro~nforced by a tl:roe-:-battalion 'battle -group, a para regt · 
and some pc:J.ioe ba~talions. Furthe:r back in. th\3, area were ·J80 o.nd 
190 Inf Divs. Reinforcenents finally engaged were 1, 6, 7 and 8 
Para Divs, Pz LEHR and 116 Pz Divs and 15 PG Div, 

.. . . Vvhen n: ~th US Arrny att,~cke9. from. the: SOUTH, they were 
oppo9eCl, by five. other inf di vs ·.wh:i_ch vrere ,reinforced by one inf div 
and 11 Pz Div, . , , 

.. 
1 71 . In the NORT:H, che d_efences were roughly in three main zones; 
the foryvard po3i tions cove:ri,ng the REICHSWALD; · the SIEGFRIED Line 
about 3 kilometres further E/• ST at its nearest point o.nd the "la.y-
backii' position rur.tiing in. fro::1.t of the HOCH1i!AW Fore,st which continued 
down to the R ROER. 

• •• /There were 
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There were i:nnuinerablo trench sy~teins, switch lines and loops with anti-tank ditches linking the large vvoodecl areas ancl the natural drainage systems.· All tovms arid villages vv-ere transformed into strong points. ·· 

Along the line of ~he R MAAS itself, an extensive trench system was developed,. the chief concentrations being at suitable cro,ss ing places and,·· ferry si te,s. The .. tovvps of VEJ\]JjO and ROEID10ND · were heavily defended. ' 

1 7'2~ An e~tima tc cotrrpii0d fron1<order o:( battle . sources showed that against the First Cdn Army the enemy eventually had available. 
71'7 8 tq 50 cn1 mortars, .and 1054 guns of various calibres. 

D. SUCCESS. ACIUEVED 

173. The attaqk wont in at 1030 hours on 8 February. il.rtill-ory support vvas excetlont, but tho 1veather interfered considerably with the bombing programme and close air support. Surprise was gained and by mid_'1ighi:; all objectives ordered for the day had boon att~j.ned; op:posi tion wn.s stiffest on the RIGHT, in front of 51 Div where local reserves were readily availabloo 
. . . 

On 9 ;F~bruo.ry, ·progress was steo.dy~ though somewhat loss on the RIGHT. '15 Div on ihe LEFT pierced tho SIEGFRIED defences at l\ffiT'I'ERDEN E85 and by nightfall were in. the· outskirts of CLEVEo. Late in the· ovoning 43 Div -started to pass through. NORTH of the main road CLEVE - 1\TIJjiiEGEN, · 3 Cdn Div were carrying out successful amphibious operations. · · 

·174, Flooding, hovvo-\ror, was ra.pidiy becoming a seriou:s· handi-cap to .the operation, The RHINE, lV[A.hS ancl Y!1\AL had risen above the 
recognised danger ma.rk a.nd. the water wa.s approaching the main ro2..d nenr KRANENBURG. As a rosul Jc of the pa.st experiences of tho. Dutch,; it \Vas decided to blow certain dykes NE of NIJ~.!J:EGEI·L This was dono and about two million gallons an .hour poured 2..way throug!'J. the breaches. The G:;rrna.ns,. however, ,countcircio" by blowing. tho dykes on the AL'l'ER RHINE some 8 1niles to tho EAST 5 a.nd lot. in a.bout tho same quantity of water',:\ 

In the SOUTH, tho va.llcy of tho ROER wa.s also flooded, and it was ~pparent tho .Amcr.Lca.n attack would ho.v:o to be postponed, 

On 12 Febrv.ary, tl1cr~, were two feet of wa.ter .:J.cross tho J'ruiin road for··.a length of. o.b'out 5 miles ·ncar KRAJ\IENBURG. Al torna.t ivo routes had to 'be found; ,tho,se were mostly across saturated ground, and considerable traffic c011gcstion occurred. 

175. Enemy op1:;osi tiori ·increased· as reinforcements arrived. and a. total of nine divs wore identified on the front. in tho first five davs. Due, however, to the interdiction programme, these were commi ttod ~ ' piecemeal.' · 

By 13 February, the SIEGFRIED Line· ha;d been breachocf•and tho REICHSWALD completely cleared. Tho RIGHT fla.nk of 30 Corps vms on tho MPJ'-~.S about . 3 miles SOUTH of GENNEP E74 where the construction of a bridge w.: s started, · On the LEFT, the waterborne· activities of tho Cdns had brought them opposite E~~iERICH. 

During the next nine days, the frol).t yras extended SOUTH and Eii.S'r of the REICHSWALD. GOCH was captured and operations dove-
loped agah:~st CALCi'>.R ... · . , .. 

"'!76. On 23 February, Ninth.US Army launched their operation across tho ROER, ·with XIX US Corps on tho RIGHT a.nd XIII US Corps 
on tho LE?T. The D.ttack wa.s directed NE and NORTH towards 

... /DUSSELDORF 
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DUSSELDORF and MU.l\TCHEN GLADBACH F08 and aimed to link up ·with First 
Cdn Army; 

Twelve hours after the assault crossing, there V'iere 
sixteen bn~ across the ROER and in spite of difficultios ·with the 
swollen river, by darly morning 24 Februo.ry; six class 40 treadway 
bridges and several inr ·bridges had been erected. In three days 
a ·hridgehen.d ·about 16 miles wide and 6 ... 8 miles deep had been 
ostablishe'd, and XVI US Corps cm;ne in on tho LEFT, 

177, Meanwhile in the NORTH, regrouping had boon going on for . 
an operation to be carried out by ;2 Cdn Corps who ho.d becorpe 
responsible for tho LEFT sector from 15 February. The intention . 
of this operation (BLOCKBUSTER) vras to break through the enemy 
defences between UDEM and CALCAR, smash tho HOCIDYAID Line and 
e:JqJloit to· XANTEN: 

30 Corps was to swing rmmd on the RIGHT of 2 Cdn Coi~ps. 

178. Some fresh formations had now come into the battle area, 
namely 4 Cdn Jl.imd Div and 2 Cc1n Arrnd Bde from WEST of ARNBEM, and 11 
Ari:nd Div; .3 Brit and: 52 Divs from Second Brit Army• s front. 

Th~_:r_e;grp-uping resulted in .30 Corps-having ona armd Div, 
five int' divs and three independent armcl bdes,while 2 Cdn Corps had 
two armd divs, three -inf divs and one independent armd. bdo. A · 
corresponding redistribution of the rogts of 79 Armd Div n.lso took. 
place, 

179. Further SOUTH, Ni..11.th US Army extended its front along the 
\NEST bank of the "Nh\AS up· to \lENLO ancl tho followin.g US formations came 
under cor:nffianc1 Second Brit· Army, 

95 US Inf Div from 14 to 22 February. 
75 US Inf Div frotn 21 February to 2 Mai;;ch. 

180. 'I'he operations started at 04.30 hours on 26 February against 
a number of para di vs who fought desperately. A large number of 
tanks ·were bogged dovm in the heavy ground; but the two armd di vs-'­
pushed on th~ough the night 26/27 February o.nd the HOCEJU~ wn.s 
penetrated on 27 Felyrup.ry. That night again the advance continued 
and a 'gap· was mo.de between tho HOCffiVALD Forest and the BALBERGER 
Forest near tho railwo.y line, A 0441. 

As soon as this attack got tmder vvay~ opposition on 30 
Corps front showed signs of loosening. On the RIGH~, 5,2 Div who 
now had 1 commando Bela from .Second Brft-'Army- under corrumnd, pushed 
on along.. the. -Nll'-J\.S fo-r o.bout 8 miles and ·reached WELL E82. In the 
CE:NTRE, 53 Div capt\irod vVEEZE E93 o.hd virith 3 Brit Div on their 
LEFT, pushed ·along· ·th-e -:road -~nrough 1\EVELfilli( E9.) :.c_o GELDERN A 02, 
·where they linked up vn th Ninth US A:_r:r,iy ·on 3 March. . 

181. ·Tho o.dvaricd of tho A .• D.erica!is ho.d been rapid~ · On 27 
February,· the· three Corps· advance ha~i:. broken through· the enemy 
main line of defences;\ XIX Oorps ori the RIGHT, -vvere i11 'MUNCHEN 
GIADBA8H on ·1··March 'and··cn.:pturect"NEUSS "F28 tho next. day. At' .. 
the same time, ROEill:fOND and VENLO were secured • 

.. • /182. 
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182. The operation now entered its last phase• Although his 
Paratroops fought on stubbornly~. th<;; enemy bridgeb:eac1 was 
gradually eliminated. The ).merica.ns advanced along the Yv'EST i)ank 
of thE; RHINE throughKREF'EID A10 and .ORSOY. A22.. Y~'hen the J;:Jll\TTEN 
area had been cleared by 2 Cd..i1 Corps on 9 l1hr'ch, the eneiny' s las~ 
main centre of resistance had fo.llen. On 10 March, the Allied · 
troops finally completed _the :c:1opping up in. the bend SW of WE'.3EL A24. 
At 1 040 . hours, an air cbs erva tion. past report eeL i)oth VlESEL bridges 
blovm. 

183. ThQso two operations by the Cdn andNinth us·Arraies had 
direct beCLrings on one another. The delay in raounting the American 
CLsscmlt, due to the excessive flooding, caused First Cd.D Ariny to 
bear the brunt longer than. YJas intended; by so doing, they . 
attrac'ted to themselves severo.i enemy formtions from further SOUTH. 
On the other ho.nd, the ra:pid success of the Ninth US Army attack in · 
turn reduced the rosisto.nco in the NORTH, as the enemy found himself. 
threatened with encirclement. . · · · .< •, 

The operations achieved their object. 21 Army Group was 
now r?-ngec1. along the WEST bank,: of the RHINE from DUSSELDORF to ARNEEiv.I. 

E. ENENJY DIVISIONS DESTROYED JJID CASUAL'riES. INFLIO.TED ·-\ :·. 

184. ·Although y.li the cneuydivs e;ng~ged continued. to exi::;t in 
mnne at least, seven i:nf divs were virtually written off, v;hile 
three .P9-rCt, divs nnd 15 FG :Qivsuffered very beavy co.sualties. 

·' TheGdn ~\rmy took 22000 J?risqners of Wn.r ~vi th an . _· · . 
cstiqo.ted 22,00Q· ·killed .o.:rid seriously woundeq. The _l\.meri6cin . .Ai;iny 
took 29,000·Prisoners of·Wo.r vvith another 16,000 estir.'k:cted killed 
and long-term wounded, 

~ . : .' . 

. Since 26 September, o.fter the JJithdro.wo.l from ,lL'Rl'll:IEIVI, the · · 
British'o.nd Americo.n .Armies in 21 Army Group had taken 196,600 
prisoners o.nd destroyed 530 to.nlm.o.nd SP ·euns. 

F. CASUALTIES BUSTAINED BY US 

185. (a) Brit· and Cdn co.suo.lties from .8 February to 10 Mo.rch were 
killed 2532, ·wounded 11,104, :mss:i,ng::1464. Tota1.15,.100< 

Ninth US A.rLi.y ·casualties from 23 Fej:Jru.ary to 10 March we~e 
killed 1340, \rvounded 5839', mis<?ing 299. Toto.l 7,478~ - '. ' . . ' 

(bJ-·------..o:....o.:..~-,.-..,-,_....;.;.....;,.,-~~-------Cumulative .from D Day. 

Killed 17olll'l:dcd . l.tls.sinG 

Allied Cf:i.it.td.ngents' · · 1·:;'2~2 · 
British · 26,040 
Canaaiiin 8,804 

Total 

:~:,]:§4 

85,07.3 
26,377 

,.-.. -

423 
. 14,941 

2,2,87 

Total 

5,809 
126,054 

37,468 
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SECTION 7 THE GRO~SING UF ~HE RHINE AND THE ADV.AllfCE TO THE BALTIC 

186. The intention of 21 Army Group was to est1,3.blish a bridgehead 
over the RHINE, isolate the RUHR from the rest of GElli~ in conjunction 
with Fir;=:;t US Arn!J> and break int,o the NORTH German Plain;.. 

The Army Group operation ,wa,s, given two code names:-

P.LUJ:mER 

v'mSITY 

to denote the RHINE assault by the ground 
troops. 
to denote the airborne drop across the RHINE. 

187. In general, the plans of Armies in P.LUNDER were as follows:-

(a) Ninth US Army. 

... •··.:· ... I· 

Assault across the RHI:l\fE near RHEINBURG- A 22. 
Protect the RIGHT flank of Second Brit Arrey 
and the bridging sites at 'wESEL A. 24~ · ··· · 
Secure a bridgehead from the. junction of .. 
the ED1IR c..·F': P..E!N"E rivers in .b. 21 .:.. BOTTROP 
42 - DORSTEN 44. Be prepared to advance 
to ,general line. inc lus:i,. ve H.A];I!VI B 04 -
inclusive lvillNSTER )l 9]. · 

. , (b) .Second Brit i~rnw.Assc.ul t across the RHJNE in the area of 

(C) First Cdn ... rmy. 

(d) First .,;,_llied 

· .. L. 
, .t .. i:rborne ..:~rmy 

,·. 

., Xill.\fTEI'J ,A. 14 and REES A 05. Establish a 
bridgehead from ex~lusive DORSTEN - all 
inclusive BuRKEN .jJ. 36 - ; •. LLTEI'J I .. 27 -
DuF~ClliC:H:Eivi 07 - HuCH ELTEI'J feature E 96. ' 
Subsequently advance on a three corps front. 

Ca:t'i-7 out feints a;Long the RHINE on LEF.r 
flank of Second Brit J.~rmy. Be prepared 
·subsequently to advance into Eastern 
HuLfu;ND and protect .LEF.r flank of 'second 
Brit ..:~rrrw. 

Operat±m1 V .. 2SITY was to be carried out by 
XVIii US -'drborne Corps, of two di vs. The 

. intention 'Vvas' to seize the high ground and 
certain bridges about 5 miles NoRTH of 
'WESEL to speed up the capture of vY.ESEL and 
assist the RHJJ:f.E crossings. 

D Day 24 lviarch. L postponement of up to five. days would be 
accepted if weather delayed the airborne operation. 

.. \\ .· .. '.' 

188, The ~ir Plan covered long term interdiction to isolate the 
battle field and pre D Day bo:T.bing by heavies of jet airfields aJ;ld 
enenzy- comm'Unications etc,_· . Un D J)ay. the air forces were to provide 
escort and protection for the e.irborne operation and close support for 
the ,ground tl;'pops, 111ith br;,r.p.bing of specific targets and. neutralisation 
of troop movements. . . 

B. THE FORCES EEP.LOYED BY 21 .ai'u'\1.1 GROUP ..iJ."''D THEIR i..LLUC.b.TION TO TiiSKS 

NINTH . US. J:ill1IY 

189. (a) 

........ 

XVI U$. Cprps (One ftl;'md and four inf divs) 

To assault across .the .RHINE in vicinity of·RHEINBURG,. ••ith 
RIGHT 79•US Inf Div and LEFT 30 :US Inf Div. .T:o secure the 

· ~rmy bri(igehead and prevent enemy ground action from inter­
fering vvith U&e of .WESEL bridge. •.; : To establish and mainte.in 

••• /contact with · 
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The artillery sUfl•Jort for the assault uf XYI Corps was provided 
by 624 guns from 25 pr upwards. 

,.,,= .. i::_iit:U:r 0260 hours nnay. 

(b) XIII US Corps. (On e armd and two in.£' di vs)~ 

To ho.ld :f'i:cm base on WEST bank of the RHDfK f:rom the bridgehead 
a:;; fa;c SUUTH as WuPJU!\TGEN F 57. 

. (c) XIX US Corps. (One armd and three inf divs) • 

T.o be prepared -Go pass through the RIGHT of Second Brit . .t~rmy · to secure the line fu~\fjj\;.[ - lvLUNSTER. To assume co;;unand of 17 US .. :..irborne Div Yrhen released by Second .~: .. rmy. 

SECOND BRIT .b.illiiY 

..... 

·(One armd and three inf divs~ one armd bde, one 
bde 79 ~,.,rmdDiv, .onecdo bd~)~ 

(i) Capture river plain: inclusive vVESEL to inclusive ru..FFEN 
A 14 as foll.ov-vs: - . 

RIG!~ . ~·· 1 Cdo Bde crDss RHUTE NVv. of 'liiESEL •.. · To capture 
WESEL 'and bridges over R LIPP.E and SEITEN Canal A 23. 

LEFT 15. Div cross RHIN'E on two bde front about Xil.l'\TTEN 
and establish bridgehead. 

H Hour fc:: Cdo Bde assault 2200 hours D - 1; for 15 Div assault · 0200 h::;~._~s D Day. 

(h) 52 'biv to deny line of VV'EST bank of the RHINE to the enemy 
throughout the Corps front. Hold one inf bde group 
re2..cly to cross river .and operate under command 15 Div. 

(iii)'.· Extend bridgehead tc, line of R ISSEL. 
15 Div. to relieva 6 Brit .L:irborno Div in· area fu:J..,IT·!llNKELN 

· .~1· 24 and the bridges there o~er the·R ISSEL~ 
53 D.:i..v and '7 ..l.;,.rmd Div to build up a.cross the RHINE. 

(iv) 53 Biv :.;rith under command 4 .... rmd Bde to cross the R ISSEL 
and capture BUCHULT 1'.. 26. 
7 ... ~i:md Div to cross R ISSEL once_ ~J Div vvas clear, and 
capture-B~"RlCEl'if. Thereafter be prepared to op.erato .·· 
tov.ards RHEDE ll. 26 and ST.!illTLOHN if.?. 

: . : . ' : . ~ : .. 

(One armd div and four inf divs; one .armd. bdc, 
an·a one bde 7Q .t_ .. rmd Div)!' 

' { i) 51 Div to ·assault near REES A 05,. capture. REES and HALDEllN 
A 15 and estabJish bridgehead. 

( ii) 

(iii) 

\ 

,H::Hour .2100 hGurs D .- 1. 

.3 Brit Div to hold line of WEST bank of the RHlliE along 
the GGrps front. La tor be prepared t G operate· under;;,' 
8 Corps to \:lovolop Second_ ..i .. rmy briCI.gol;leac1. 

-Develop .br:idgehoad.. on a two div .and latqr a three div 
•. frc·nt · by:!a:build up :v-rj,th 43 Div:and j Gdn Div respectively. '5-' tldn biv to be prepared,: under con'lffiand· 2· Cdn Corps, to , capture 'ElviTVIERICH at. a later. ~tag e. · · .·· · 

'· ....... f .•• /( iv) 



( iv) 

- 49 -

Guards Armd Di v to be :prepared to pass through the 
bridgehead on the axis AALTEN - GROENLO 28 ~ 
F.AAKSBERGEN 39, or on the axis BOCHOLT - ITREDEN · . .38, 

. j"'' . . 

(c) XVIII . US Airborne Corps (Two airborne di vs). 

( i) 6 Brit Airborne Div to clear and secure in g~n~:r_a.,];, the 
l\T\i\T portion of the DIERSFORDT Viood A 1746 and HA~/IM:CNKELN, and to seize the bridges over the R J:.§i3EL .EAST and NE · of the village. 

17 US Airborne Div to clear anc1 secure, in general, the SE portion of the DIERSFORDT Wood and to seize the bridges over the R ISSEL about . 2 miles NNE of \VESEL. 
Both Divs to start dropping at P hour, which was 1000 hours D Day. 

, (ii) The airborne divs were to estaplish contact with 12 Corps and 1 Cd,o Bde, and. 6 Brit Airborne Div was to be relieved by 1 5 Di v. XVIII ·US Corps would then push on EAST, extend-ing SOUTH. of thE:J .R LIPPE, and assume command of 1 Cdo Bde. It: a:lso had a cail on 6 Guards Armd Bde. · 
(iii) 17 US Airborne Div to pass to~Ninth US Army when c?nvenient. 

(d) 2 Cdn CSE.f:l~ (One armd and tv~o • inf' divs · one armd bde) . 

. ·. ( i) To cross RHINE at RE:BlS,- take 3 Odn Div under coimnanCJ., and capture El.tl}i:ERICH and the HOCH ELTEN feature. 
( ii) To establish a bridgehead t1,nd bridge the RHINE at 

EJ\IIT'ffiRICH. 

(iii) To revert to Firs-t CdriAn~y when El\Tii;IJSRICH bridges were built, 

( e) _8 Corps_ 

This Corps held 11 Armd Div (Army reserve) and 6. Guards Armd Bde which was required. 'for XVIII US Airborne Gdps as early as possible. HQ 8 Corps was to relieve HQ :A'ITJ:.II US Airborne Ccrps ( earmarked for a _possible . oper.a tior;i ·elsewhere) on D + 7, taking comrnand of both' airborne d:Lvs. · · 

The Corps task would be to pass through the RIGHT of Second Axrtiy bridgehea'd, ·extend· .to the line DORSTEN .to the NORTE, and be ~prepared to ·advance NE. ·. · · · 
(f) · In Se9ond Army reserve vrere. ·: ~ 

i 1 Armd Div, administered by 8 Corps • 
. . 31+ Armd Bde " 11 •i 2 C?rP.'?· 

Army Tr0bps 115 Inf' Bde ~· 33 B~lgian Fus Bn; 
and 6 butch Inde;p Coys .. 

(g) .RA. 

,. 

The $.!'tillery support for the assault by Second Army was provided by 1338 guns from 25 pr upwards~ 

(h.) Engineers . 

·.: 
;· 

The following engineers were ~mployed in, the army group operatiqn:-

NAVAL FORCES 

BE and Pioneers 
US Engineers 

37,000 
22,000 

191. Force 'U' of the Royal Navy .. consisting of 45 LCM(3) and 45 LCVP, supported Second Army's crossing. Those craft wore brought overland on t:J;>ilnsJ?orters. · ·Parties were lJrovided for the erection of booms and nets on the RHINE, and for dealing with saboteurs, midget submarines, explosive motor boats etc. • •. /On Ninth 
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On Nil;lth US .·Army's front, similar forces. from the US Navy 
vrcre provided.. 

F~ST CDN ARMY 

192. (a)· 2 Cdn Corp..§_ 

( i) On passing from corrunand Second Brit Army to be prepared 
to advanqe ~ith:-

4 Cdn An11d Div on RUURLO A 1B an:i DELDON V 2907 
. 2 Gdn Div on ZUTPHEN E 99 
3 Cdn Div on DEVENT:ER Z 90 
2 Gdn A.rmd B:ie 

and protect. LEFT flank of Second. Army. 

( ii) If en.emy should. ~esist strongly at ARNHEM against 1 C:in 
corps, 2 C:in Corps 'vvould attack across the R ISSEL against 
APELDOORN Z 70, probably ~{th 1 C:inDiv. 

, .. 

(b) 1 can corps. (5 O:in Armd Div, 1 Odn Div and_49 Div) 

(i) To assault from the ~I0GEN bri:igehea:i and. capture ARNBEM. 

(ii) To a:ivance to the ZUID:ER ZEE and cut German co:mrnunications 
vvith Wester.n HOLLAND. 

,c. ENEvlY DIVISIONS STRENGTHS AND LAYOUT IN THE AREA 

193. The enemy divs opposing 21 Army Group from Ei.ViMEUOH down to the 
RUHR ~ere:-

Four para divs 
Three inf di vs ~ in thelin~ 

. One panzer ~iv l 
.One panzer grena,:ii.or div · .. · _in_ inme:iiate reserve 
One inf :ii v . 

~ith ar].other estimated 58,000<men from local :iqpots and training 
units etcr, Furth~r SOUTH opposite Ninth US A.rrny·~ere four more i.nf divs. 
These forces nearly all crone fron1 First Para Army of Army Group 'H'. 
From fl.IITviNUCH ',7E3T to the sea, Twenty-Fifth Army, consisting nominally 
of 30 and 88 corps, was located.. · · · 

On Ninth US Arm_y'' s front H ~as ~stimated the enemy ha:i about 
220 guns, and. that bctweeh Yl:ESEL an:i ENil':iLERICH the crossings ~oul:i be 
opposed. 'f?Y ~bout 4-QO. In ad:iition,. something like 1,500 BAA guns ~ere 
known to be deployed in an:i. a:r:ound the RUHR. 

194. On 21 Amy Group f rant the RHINE was kept within its !iorual 
channel by a complicate a. systen of :lykes • lf these wer~ breache:i, a 
rise in the Yvater table vvould .res.ult in wi:iesprea:i· .flcio:iing of the low-
lying areas on either si:ie of the river. The norinal vri:ith of 400 -
500 yar:ls might increase to o.s much as 3 niles; on an average· the · · 
yeloci ty Yv.as about 3.5 knots. 

195. There were no nomal :iefence lines -along the EAST bank of the 
RHINE similar to those foun:i on the 'ii'EST bank, except at such places as 
\I'E3EL, REE3 o.na. :E!!\'il\1ERICH, i7hich had. peritleter defences. 

• ·: .... /D.· s.ucc:ms. 

::; I" 
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D• · ... S'C.fCQESS J;;cHIEVED · 
···.•·.· ,. r ,, 

196.; T_he "Nee.th·& had get/e~~lJ,.y f~:\toured the prie-D pay ~air 
progra.m...'1le.; In addition to th'e fighter eff'Drt, by D Day Bor.1ber CGEJrjahd 
had flovvn 5243 sGrties and dropped 24,983 tons w.hile VIII and .IX US.b.li.F:S: 
flew 11, 067 sorties.· and deliv~.red 24, 500 tons of borJ.bs. This hca\i'Y 
progra.t,1rne ci..tljhinatcd in an atfa2k by 200 :La.ncasters on vmSEL at 2230 
pours just before 1 Oclo Bde attEicked the i;own~ 

197. .. After an 1ntense lirtillery prepSJ.ri:tt_ion, the assault waves of 
four bns of 51 Div entered thG rivGr iri their. LVT's ("Buffaloes") a"c " 
2100 hoU;rs 23 lVIarch, and sevenj:.linutes later a report was received that 
the first wave vras acrQss. Al,.l crossings vvere .s~ccessful; :the ene9y 
was thin on the ground in the .area of the crossing sites !=tnd ·OUr c)ounter-
bat.tery progrmilme had ·;effe.ctiv~~Y l:(leutralised. his .. artillery. During .-
the night genera-l prowess =v-rasrJI:iC'•e and the: outsk.:lrts. of REES were· 
reached~i ' ~! 

.At 2200 hours the Cor.1E1andos started to cross (about_2 m;Ues 
WEST of WESEL) and half an hour later were forr~ed up outside Vv'ESEfi~ · 
wai tiJJg for the last bomb o.f·:the .L~:r;:- ~-:::ters tp fall before, attac~~:i,ng the· 
tovvn.. By 0300 hour:s all unit.s vrere in the town, .Bd.e HQ hein:g e-.s'caolished 
in a cellar about ·50 ya:d$. :i:l:'Qrif j;he HQ qf t{l,e_ w-:ESEL garriso~~ 1'l:.is 
led to some fierce fighting in that aree and to the death of tho GerrJan 
0 .orm~l.aY)der. ···' · -; , , ' · ,- . , 

;:::. : ... ;. :·. l i";. ~ \ .. / 

; .· :_lf p200";hours'-'thei'our''J,_~-8.ding bn:s ol' 15 Div vrere'~j~terborne 
and in t.he face, Of: l:i,ght _Qppo::;i:t;iob SUCCessful crossings Were El.adG and 
initial objectives seit:oci curing the night~~ 1'is eh'~PW opposition 
developed it was strongest on .the- front ot:1the LEFT ·Bde. ·: · . : 

198. - ·· '' Iti Ninth US Arrn;y s;ector 30 tTSD:i:v on the LEFT~·$.$,:ialilteC.. 
NORTH of USSE'ifBURG at .0200 houp$, with three regt~ abreast~·· ·.At- 0.300 
hoy.rs, 7~ US Diy·on.tpo RIGHT crossed with two regts~ up..- . Resist2 . .nce 
on :rn:e I.BFT: \vas~-,~t-iorr'g; but bridging· qperations were' soon 'LU'lder vv":>.y. 

199. :At 0952 huurs the first pa~~chute serial .aririY:9d ov.er the ,., 
target and Ul1til 1)0l(hours the dr:-o-8 p:r'Oceeded ao.eut;atetlY• Over_i700 
aircraft and 1300. gliders Yvere erniJlpyed, and SOnle 14,000 >troops WCr'O 
delivered. i;.bout ·56 aircraft and ,Under 4% of the gliders viero destroyed • 

. lll'lr!lediately follovving t~e glider land.ings a resupply mi,sqion.. 
of 540 tons was deliver.ed in 240 a.ircraft viliich. flew as low as 200 feet; 
16 of these aircraft were losto Li'ver 90% of' tho suppll.c8 were , 
recovered. 

200o The ;:>:i,rporne assault Yl'aS successful. . .i~ll objectives .. Y~e:r~ ' .. · 
taken by nightfall except that 513 ·Park Inf of 17 US JJ.rborne pj;:;;,, tad'·­
tG Cj.q}-i '· e:r .. a night assault, which succeeded :i..n capturing .'t.he hJ:gfi' :~rOUpd 
in the.heavily wooded area NURTH of DIERSFURDT. ''Five,,bi'idges ov·-:if . 
the R ISSEL were seized intact, and H/JvilHNKELN was ih the hanc!s iJf · 
6 Brit ·.Airborne Div. ' : \ .' 

The i~irborne Dorps tuok 3, 500 prisoners during· the day., 

201" The ground troops cont:inued~ to capture, their 'bb,:]~ct'ives 
drtr,ing the day, progress being quicker after ;l!Jie, airbc;~ri~' dro':r•' 'l'r: :· ... 
the · .. ;r~1erican sector DINSIJJCEN A 33 was captt:fr,~d and in' general th0 line 
of :tho road. Dil\TSLlJillN - WESEL vras reached. '"jhen1ents crossed'the '· 
LIPPE:--~-- S_EITEN Carial near LIPPENDORF :A 2338~ Oi,a,.ss 40 bridges vwr'c .. · 

:open, Y1'ESEL was cleared by the Cdo Bde and junction made vvith:~:; US:-' 
Airborne Div. 15 Div captured HlJi'FEN and lVJEHR 1._ 1248 and rJ.ade cr)rrtact:i 
vrith 6 Brit Airborn.e 'D:Ly. · One C:j.ass 9 bridge was Yvorking, ·in ad-:'L:ttion; 
tr1 nur;.1erous ferries. · ·· ·-' .· 

.: :~ ~ .. .. 

_ ••• /Un the L~Fs:' 
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On the LEFT 51 Div maie progress, but opp()sition at REE3 from 
Paratroops was very stubborn. The briiging ani raf't :sites~ near-REES: 
were unier heavy ani accurate mortru; and artillery fire. 

202. . The expaiis·i"~n';!~F the b~i:iseilea:i ani the buill-up ':rroceeded 
well, thGugh ,progress w.as slower in 30 Corps sector where REES held· out 
until ea.t;>ly on 26 March •. 

... ~he uS Xyr Co;rps cleare . .i the .area EAST and SE of DINSLJJillN 
ancl by 28 ~.1a,rch were .in;.GI;b.DBACK on .the RIGHT, and in GAHLEfif A 34 ani 

DORSTEfif A 44"on the LEFT. . 17 US Airborne Div with 6 Guards Anna Bde 
and 1 Cdo Bde pushed on r~piily NORTH of the LIPPE river and on 28 
l~arc;:h el,ements. had 9ap_turE;i HALTERN A 64, 

· . 12 Oorps. aivahced NE ani ~cached BORKENA 36. and RHIDE A 26; 
with 7 Anna Div ani 53 Div respectively on 28 March~ 30 corps were 
s~ubbornly res is tei by German Paratroops but by 28 March they hai 
securei the line HALD:ERN A 15- ISSELBURGA .16;.. ANHOLT~ On the LEFT, 
where 2 'can· Corps ha,~1 taken command of the sector, EMMERICH hai almost 
been clearea by· 28· March. · 

THE ADVANCE TO THE ELBE 

203. (Ed} 

(b) 

While Ninth US Army cohtinuei to i.rive EAST alo~g ·the autobahn 
·towaris HANOVER ?Jld the ELBE, Seconi Brit f.\rmy was direct.~-cl to 
the ~BE betv;reer{ WITTENBERGE ani HA1\JffipR.G. :· .. 

XVlli US AirborneQorps was directea. on llruNSTER~ 'w:Lth 6 Guabds 
Armi Bie unier commana.. When 1\TIJNSTER was secured, ··the· Guards 
would revert to 8 corps, ani the Airborne Corps to Ninth US Ar:rrry. 

8 Qprps, (11 Armct.Div;. 6 Brit. 'Airborne Div ana 1 ~do Bie) 1'ias 
> dir.ectcct 011 OSNA.BRlJCK,:. · CELLF,; t:iP<R· UELZENi. .. . . . . . :. · . 

12 corp~ ·({Ami~iv~ 4 Ar~d :B:le and 1:5,,52 a~i,53. D~;s) was 
directcd:on_I{HEJNE~ NIENB~G an¢1 LUNEJ.?URq ... ~; .:' 
30 0<2rp~ (G-\lkcis' Arrod Di~, 8 A~~·JilDr~ and. 3, 43.an?- 51 D;i.vs)·:_ 
was .. ·airec±ed; on' ENSOfrEbE, . BREMEN. :and HAMBURG. . . .' , :. . . . • : .· • ...• : ,,! . ' • .• .•.·.· '.: .( r ·' .• 

204. On 3 April, when they reverted to Twelfth US Army Group, , : 
elements. of Ninth US Iu;oy h~i r;e~che.i. the R WE3ER SE of l.H;NDEN,. whii'e' ·· 
other formations hai beg1.ni·to expand :SOUTH ~eyond.EA,MM •. '·, ... 

·on Secorii·Brit Army's fron't the bre8.k:Jout can b~ sai"i ·t'o have 
started. on 28 Uarch, on the RIGHT of the sector ·whe.re th~. bridgehead 
had. developed. more quickly. XVIII US A irb6rne c'orps, 8 ·corps . ani ,-
c12 Carps forged aheai r'api:J:ly, 1vith 'armoUred :spe_arhe'ad~ fi:illo~vecL by'· ·t·· 

inf who dealt with. by-passe:i resistance an:a.·· thickly woo':ied are <i.s ~ . .· . 
The first organise:i tesistance was met on the line of the DORTMUND -. 
EMS Canal. . 8 Corps obtained a brid.geheaa. but 12 Corps fauna themselves 
up again8t stuie'nts o:t' various Officers•· Cadet Schools. yrho fought .. 
iesperately around RHElliE and. its ·aii:f'iel.d.s. ·Fighting '\ient on from 31 March to 6 ,A.pril•:. : .· · · · 

. XVIII US Ai.rbqr~e Corps hai meanwhile ceased to be ope:rational 
on 30 ~/larch, ani 17 US Airborne Div and 6 Guards Armd Bde passed. to ·command 
XIX US Corps (Ninth US Army). 

'Further to the LEFT, 30 corps, who hai broken out on 30 March, 
encountered stiff opposition from SS units and. .Para Regts. y;ho held. t_pem 
up at LINGEN. unti.l 6 April. 8 Corps were across the WE3ER on 7 April, 
a.:n,d.:.by 11.April were attacking OELLE on the R .ALLER. · It was cleared . 
the following .day ani the aivap.ce continu,ed to :UELZEN where. opposition 
again hardened and four Clays~ fighting 11as necessary to reduce .the place; 
tanks, inf'; · demoli tiom;; ani booby traps we.re again the main ;s:ource o;f 
trouble. LUNEBURG was clearei on 18 April, and by 24Jl.pri~ the Corps-
had>clearea. tl).e YfEST bank of the ELBE in i t.s sec'Jior. 

. •• ~/After 
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. •· After clearing the R:r.rn;IliE ar~a, 12 corps movei on to the . · 
W]SER. and ma:ie an opposei dtos~ing l.n tll.e. HOYA area. PusQ.ing on. 
EAST, the corps ma:1.e fOr' SOLTAU~·· At 'RET:HEM, 53.'Div haa, a' fierce .. 
fight agaiust SS troops supportC=J:i by 88 mm guus on .. railwa;V mountings, 
,but 'they captUrei the .Place on 12 April, inflicting heavy losses on the 
enemy. SOLTAU was clearei on 24 April, ani t.u.pning NORTH towar:is 
001BURG the .corps ~ached its sector of the ELBE on 26 April.. 

continuing its aclvance from LINGEN, .3o corps· pushei on tOi~tS:ra.s 
BR~~ not without encounterin~ patches of.iesperate resistance fr?m 
SS troops. On.18 April regrcuping~·vas ef'fectecl for the assault on· 
BRD/IEN'. The town was attackecl from the SOU,TH by 3 Brit Div an:i from 
NORTH of. the Vi.BS:m:t bylt-3 ani 52 Divs.. Progress was oonsiclerably 
hamperecl by inu:rdations a.nd ba:l going, the port be1ng finally ca:Qtured 
on .28 A:pril• 30 corps· ope~ations then oont~riuocl NORTH. and .NW: to . 
clear the·peninsula to CUXHAVEN. · 

. .Q.?EJlA;'r.J;Q~ .CFJJR.ST CDN !.ill.M! 
:· ... : 

205, After the capture of EMMERICH and. the HOOH ELT,EN' featur~., 
2 Cdn Corps passed to commard. First can .Army. The Corps macle. a rapii 
!3-dvancc NORTH through ALMELO ana. to the outskirts of' DOESBURG and 
ZUTPHEI'J., On 2 April '1 ·can corps a'ttack6a. from the. NIJ.MEGEN 'bri:;lgeheai 
ana. by 5 April hai clearecl the area up to the NEDEE(RIJN. · Moanvvhile, 
1 Brit Corps sector was taken ()Ver by HQ NErHERLANDS Distri,ct una.er 

'Ariny· 'G-roup command.. · . ' . . 

. . . .2 oa.n Corps, advancocl towards OLDENBURG. securing briigeheais. 
, · acrbss 'the,~B; · z.DTP~ and J?EVENTER..·were ;apturei ru:I~ll~· OCJ,n Div;.tl.!rned 
.! '1'VES'r bn :11; Apri;:L ':to ass aut t adross the R IJSSEL toward.$. APELDOQR.N, L"~ .. ,.·,~·.\'\\. J",~=.P' ' . .11: ,,1' 

.v' · ... ,s: '· !r{ donju:nctibn rifitll -~~· ~ttack, 49 Div · (.1 can dorps} • 
attacke:J:'ani cleirea .ARNHEM O:h 15 Ap.ril, ana 5 o::ln Arrrid biv drove 
across the roai. APELDOORN - &IERSF.OORT an:1 reached the ZUIDER ZEE on 18 Aprtl. · · · ;) · ; · · · ·· · · :' · ,, 

2 can Corps 1 advance continuei on a wiie front from OL])ENB~G 
to G..T-tONINGEN' and LEEUWARDEN. Progress on the RIGHT Tl'as slowed rlawn;: · 
but in the CEN';rRE the SOUTH bank of the UlS estuary oppo?Ji~e Et1IDEN ,;w~s 

.: reached ah3. by 26; April .the \vho,le of 1\~· HOLJ,JAND ha;l pe(3n, c:l,ear~d exoevt 
for asmall strip 9f coast on the EMS'estua.ry... . . 

: ,• THE LAST STAGE 

206 •. · .. iSecona. Arm,y plan for the edvance· to the BALTIC was as follows:-
.. .; •. , •. !. ·,-' 

(a) 8 Corps (11 Armd D:i.v~ 6 Guards Armd Bdo, 1 Odo Bde) 
5 and 15 Inf Diys,. and 6 Airborne :piv ear:ma.rkcd 
for .XVIII US Corps later). To establish bridgehead 
over R ELBE ncar .LA.m:n'iffiURG and advance NORTH to 
cp.;pturu I.iUBECK and ·clear SCHJ.DSWIG-IIOLS'i':CIN. 

(b),XVIII US Co s (7 US ArmdDiv, 8 US Inf Div 82 US Airborne 
.. Fro~n .TwPiJ..fth Div and lator 6 Brit Airborne Div) .. /Co cross ·. rn :J:~rrrtY· .Group) .th.o ELBE about 8 · mi;J.e.s EAST of 8 Corps 1 _aq.vancp 
.. · ., .. , . . N'B. anq, J?rotuct HIGH'£, flank of Seo.onri Ar1UY·i .. · ' ,, ... ,·. . .. ·.,''•• . . ' ' . . 

.: •. · l. ·_:'; • . :·: : . ' .•.• : ' .. ' '.t!' 

To cross ELBI]: in ~ QorJ?D bridgehead, sw1.ng 1'1W~ . ', . 
protuct I£FT fJ.unk of 8 Corps by masking JIA]'hJ3URG 

, ·, :·and . ·la.~pr .to. c.nJ?~tWo Jii\.:;·· .. ;LBURG. 1 

\ .] .. l • • .:.. . • - ••. .. : •• ~- ••. : : .......... - •. : • .. . --· . : • .. 

207. . On Second. Army front there iYere elenents of. about 1·5 German 
divs Jl'LU~;r•a ... mtsce.l;la,neous col1e.otion of U:U:its draWn from local Cl.epot'S• 
and. DEN].~. . . 1 · : •• · • · 

~ : ! .The R~RB.E was ~"b()ut· 3oo yaris -vride on .al} average, 
••• /208 •. ;. 
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F. CASUALTIES SUSTAINED BY US FROM 23 1lfA.RCH TO 5 :MA.:f 

212, Killed Wounded Ylissing Total 
-

Allied Contingents 200 508 7 715 
British 4339 13052 539 17930 
Canadian 1503 4743 244 6490 

Total 6042 18303 790 25135 
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SECT10N 8. FIR'iL Sill'DVU\.RY Al\ID. SOJ\1E POINT.S .9F . .INTEREST. .. - -- -· . 

STRENGTH OF THE- FORCE ON 5 IVIAY 1945 (e:x;cludirzi US Forces}--

213. (a) Forraations 

Ar~d Divs 7 
Inf Divs 11 
Airborne Divs 1 
Independent Armd Bdes 9 

(b) Personnel 

Allicd.Contingonts 
Co.nadian 

1,803 Officers 32,715 other ranks 
12,166 " 172,498 II 

British 42,216_ II 759,183 I! 

·Total 56,185 !I I! 

. ······ -········..,_,.. _____ __,;.. ________ _ 
(c) Tanks 9248 

Guns 6584 

214. • .Second Tactical Air Force 

ll.ircraft Fighters 2U1d fighter 
bombers 

·Medium bombers 
_Reece aircraft otc 

Total : 

1 '044 
216 
340 

1 '600 

Total sorties flown during the campaign 260,000. 

B. ENE~tiY LOSSES 

215. (a)- PriEn)ners--EO::ke-n befo~e cr:Witulation 4'17,000 

216 •. 

Capitulated troops 1,590,000 

(b)..-: :: .. j:,_.:: '118-'f'-'jf- roi:J:gh~~csl£P.1iit;o-:~:bf:·;bnemy loss OS in guns is 
·15, 000 - 16,000, but accuretto figures of those 
captured and destroyed aro not yet available. 

Sort1o 1 , 400 tanks and SP guns were do s troyod. 

(c) Total nwiber of cne~if divisions destroyed or 
written off iVD.s ·-

Panzer 1 
Para 3 
Infantry 18 

22 
In ao.di tion, about 32 ·divisions in all cq:pi tulated on 

. 5 May 1945. 

Total miinber of d~fferent- enemy divisions engaged :-

Panzer and pam or type 13 
P~a 9 
Infantry and infantry 
typo· · · 60 

82 

••• )..;;,C~. _...;;T._O-"'Tl_'>-L_O~F 
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c. TOTAL 21 IcWilY __ GROlt£ CASUliLTIES SINCE D,DAY 

217. l\TationaljA;_;Yc _ _KiJ-Ig¢~: ____ . _ WcJJn\led_ }.1issing Total --
Belgian 73 253 35 361 -

Czech 165 4.36 11 612 

Dutch ,31 133 1 165 

Poles 1163 384.0 371 5374. 

British 30379 98125 154.80 14.3984. 

Canadian 10307 31-120 2531 4.3958 

---
TOTAL Ll--2118 133907 18429 194-Li--54. 

D. ROYJJ.L NAVY liND 1\IJERCR~~.l\JT Nl'-VY IN StiPPORT OF 21 AmrY GROUP OPERATIONS-

Casual ties sustained by Rl'if ... },564 
219. Casual ties to craft from D Day to D + .30 

Damaged Total Loss Total 

Y!arships _ ,. --·~ 84. 26 110 

Iderchan t- vessels 52 24. 76 

Other craft 514. 217 -731 

TOTAL 650 267 917 

220. Enemy vessels destroyed 

Destroyers 2 

R Boats 

E Boats 27 

~~;'Iidget submarines - 38 

221. S1veeping oper:ations ~ 

Ports swept 30 (including CHERBOURG, BORDEI~UX, HA_,_WURG, 
ROTTERD1'J.1 and the whole length of the 
KIEL Canal) • -

Ships mined 182 

:Minesweeper casual ties 16 sur.k, 33 damaged. 

222. Personnel, ·stores and equipment lancled on the Continent 
(excluding US). 

. ·. ~ 

••• /Personnel 
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Perso11..nel 

Stores 

Vehicles of all types 
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1,715,967 

6.:915,175 tons 

338,282 

E. THE }'!ULBERRIES 

223, These were designed.. to have an eventw:-cl capD.city of 12,000 tons 
of stores and. 2, 500 vehicles per day, 

r;;ho floating piers and pierheads were of concreto and steel, 
some 50,000 tons of steel being usod in their construction. Concrete 
caissons, each some 200 ft long and varying in weight from 2,000 to 
6, 000 tons 1vero sunk: vri th a number of coasters to provide the o.eep 
water anchorages, 

The equipment weighed over one and a half million tons and 
vvas tmved across the Channel by 132 British and J.,_merican tugs. 

f_. __ 1~1T7v'ERP 

224. Botvveen 12 October 1944 and 30 March 1945, 5, 960 V bombs fell 
in the ANY\{ERP area, killing 731 soldiers and 3, 515 civilians, 

A birrage of Heavy Ale guns ( 192 US and 130 British) with 72 
scarchlights ( British) 1vas deployed for tho defence of the port. The 
effic2..cy of those measures so increased th2..t during the last seven 
days of the attacks, they vvere shooting dovm 97% of the bombs. 

::VIeclmvhile 25,000 tons of stores per day were being discharged 
at the port" 

225, Total tons o:x:pended - 722,546. 

L.rtillery a:m;'11unition expended -

25 pr 13,082,005 rounds 

Other ammunition 
up to 2J.i.O r:JJil 4,498,159 rounds 

H. ENGINEER ST.i: .. TISTICS 

226. (a) 

(b) 

Over 1000 bridges vvoro built of British 11 Baileyi1 

equipment. Tot2..l length over 30 miles. 
The longest were three multi-span fixed bridges 
over the RHINE each some 1,8000yarcl.s in longth 
and a floc:. tine; ttBailey" over tho :i'!Iii.LS of 1 , 440 
yards, 

Stone quo.rriod 2,000,000 tons 

Oil pipo line laid 1, 200 miles 

(c) Airfiolcls constructed or repaired- 125, representing 
an equivalent of 2,020 miles of roaclway 20 feet wide. 




