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Front   CoBanander U# S, Naval Forooa« Vittnam 
Tot      Coanandar in Chief U, S, Paoifio Flaat (Code 12) 

Subjt   U, 8« Hayal Force», Vietnaa tfonthl/ Biatoxioal fiunaiy« Saptanbar 
19671 forwarding of 

• 
Inolt   (1) Coaatal Surveillanca Force Bmmaxj 

River Patrol Force Sunnary 
Riverine Aaaault Force Sonmaxy 
Haval Adviaory Group Stönmaxy 
USN Statlatical Summarx 
TMV/VNMC Statlatical Sttnuxy 

1 

1«   In order to provide a «ore tinelj account of Septembers eventa# 
endeaurea (1) through (6) are forwarded herewith in lieu of the.coinpre» 
henaire auanArjr usual); jpzapared,   A detailed aocount of the eventa will 
^pear In September1» Hlstorioal Supplosent« 

2«   A sunuuy of September*» civic action aotlvit/ !• "ot available at 
thia time beeanae the individual unit report» «re not received until 
about the l$th of the month.   Action will be initiated to obtain thi» 
inforaation »t an eazlier date in the future* 

Copy tot 
CCKOSHACV (Hiat. Branch, SJS) 
Director of Naval Hlatoxgr 

DISTRIBUTION STATCMEtTT A 
Apptovad for public release; 

Dutdbution Unlimited 
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UNCLASSifjED  T mmmm 
COASTAL SÜRVfillXANOE PORCB SUMHAHT 

Sopteab«r 1967 

In September MARKET TIME ectiirlty wee eepeolelly high in the 

Firet Coeetel Zone.    In addition to detaining an unprecedented num- 

ber of eraft and people, the Zone'e Swift boat« and WPBe eupported 

three operatione. oonduoted by the SEVENTHT^eet'e Anphibioae Ready 

Group end protided exfilt ration pat role for three ground operatione« 

The aonth wee alao marked by en inoreaeing number of heaty-weapono 

attaoke on patrolling unite end ehore faoilitiee in thia Zone«   On 8 

and 9 September, at a planning conference held in Cam Ranh Bey, a 

major overtiaul program wae established for PCPe«   The hulls of many 

of the older Swifte have been reduced to aa much ae one«half of their 

original thiokneae by oorroeion«   The OTerhaul oyole will begin in 

December and, over a aix-month period, 24 craft will be orexhauled in 

increments of four each at Subio and Saeebo*   On 30 September, in the 

Third Coaatal Zone, the boundaxy line« between MARKET TIME and GAME 

WARDEN operational areae at the major rivemouthe were ahifted inland 

an average of five mileej the adjustmente vCrehdoiignediprlmarily to 

improve delineation and to take advantage ef the greater seaworthi- 

neee of MARKET TIMS craft» 

On 2 September the faoilitiee of Coastal Division U's Cua Viet 

detachment were hit a number of times during the course of four 6-40 

and litO-om« rocket attackej the faoilitiee sustained minor damage. 

The detachment*e Swift boate eortied at the time of the first attack 

and came under fire from North Vietnamese artillery batteries located 
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Ju»t south of th« Desdlitarlzed Zon«. Tho Swift• eubsoquently 

•potted for Ü3S BOSTON (CAO 1) and USS DUPONT (DD 9U} at both thlpt 

hammered the enoogr sites. From 4 to 14 September two Swifts end ons 

Coast Guard Gutter provided exfiltration patrols for BOX Marines con- 

ducting Operation SEA DRAGON, 60 miles south of Danang« During this 

period the craft detained over 120 craft and approximately 2,000 per- 

sons. On 29 September WPDs POINT DUMB and POINT ELLIS rescued two 

U.S. Marine Corps pilots from a downed aircraft, $8 miles northwest 

of Danang. Ths pilots were then transferred to USS QOLDSBOROUQU 

(DDO 20} for treatment* On the 30th, POP 1$ rescued a Marine pilot 

whose aircraft had crashed 48 miles southeast of Danang* 

'V   .     • ' 
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RIVPH PATROL FORCE SDMMARY 

S«pt«nb«r 1967 

During O» tint thro« day« in SfptmUr th« Vi«t Cong oontlnuod 

thtlr oonc«rUd attanptt to detor Mekong Delta resident« fron roting, on 

the 3rd, in the national electiona* Bnwy attack« on Tietnmese outposts 

were partioularly intense. Following the eleotions# there va« a sharp 

decrease in other enengr activity. During th« veek of 10-16 September the 

nwiber of Viet Cong*initiated incidente in the Delta declined to th« lowest 

ISTtl recorded sine« nid-Februaxy« Oc 16 September USS HUNTERDOH COUKTI 

(IßT 838), with 10 PBRs embarked« arrived off th« mouth of Gau Hai Bqr, 

southsast of Ro«, to begin Operation 3REEN ULTK« The pr«s«no« of th« task 

unit (TU ll6%lt3}^whos« principal mission was to detendn« the feasibility 

of PBR operations in th« Z Corp« Tactical Zonin walked the first tin« QAMB 

WARDBM unit« hav« operated outeid« of th« Delta and surrounding rsgion. 

During th« last week of th« month «nsngr activity in th« Delta b«gan to 

increase« In a series of attack« in th« upper Ktkong and central and 

lower 3assac rivers, OAHE WARDEN unit« esn« under heavy mortar, rsccilless* 

rule and B-^O rocket fire« 

On th« «venlng of 1 Sept«mb«r, nin« miles southeast of Can The, th« 

town and outposts of Tra On wer« attacked ly Viet Cong mortar fire« Binh 

Thuybased PBRs sped to the assistance of the embattled town, engaging 

«nany enplacements en toy island whil« helicopters and an AC*!*? «truck 

«neony positions on ths north sid« of th« Bassao River« Th« quiek-rsaction 

response helped silence the Viet Cong «it««, but not boforo a numb«r of 
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VirtnoMtt wirt wounded by the nmctf lire« TwtXv« of tho «otuodod voro 

•TMuatod to Can Tho bgr tho PER«« In tho Rang Set Special Zone* a SEAL 

anbueh conducted ehortly after midnight on 22 Septewber reaulted In the 

death of at leeat three Viet Cong eaboteura and the capture of aeveral 

veapone and documenta, aa veil aa a quantity of electrical equipment need 

to detonate controlled nlnee« The doeumenta Indicated that the Viet Cong 

had been Bembera of D-2 Sapper Coaipan/« the unit reported!/ reaponalble 

for aeveral of the mining Inddenta that hare occurred In the lover Long 

Tan Aver, On the S5thf a PER patrol In the lower Baaaae waa attacked 

In mld-rlver by fiL-an» nortara and recollleae rlflea enplaoed In the Dung 

Zaland canpl«x. Four PBRo, a helicopter fire team, and flzed-vlng aircraft 

deatroyed the eneny poaltlona during the oouree of a three-hour fire fight 

in which three VJSt aallora were wounded« The follovlng day a PBR patrol 

«aa cnbuahed four nllea northeast of Sa Deo# In the Mekong River« The 

leading boat «aa hit by two rounda of S^iO rocket flref which wounded the 

alx peraonnel on board« Return fire fron the PBRa and Navy heilcoptere 

killed two Viet Coag« On the 28th, PBR 100 waa deetroyed by eneny fire 

In a aiallar Incident at the itouth of the Cal Cd River« three and one» 

half nllea north of Vlnh Long, when a clutter of B»U0 rooketa atruek the 

ooxavaln^a flat« Four crew Mnbera were voundedf two othere were repoi'ted 

«dating« During the flret 10 daya of Operation OREEN WAVE there wae little 

contact with the eneny. On 28 September HUNTERDON COOMTT ahlfted to the 

Cua Dal River, 1$ mllea aoutheaat of Danang« The next day a PBR crewman 

«aa killed during a aerlee of ahazp exehangea In which aeveral boata were 

hit by naU-ama and autonatlo-weepone fire fro« Viet Cong fortlflcatlooa 

on the banka of the river« 

2 Enoloaure (2) 
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RIVERINB ASSAULT FORCB SUMHART 

S«pt«mb«r 1967 

During th« nonth th« Mobil« Rircrln« Fore« oonduoted a number of 

oporatlon« in rarlou« regions of tho III and IV Coxps aroaa»   The 

ope rations rosultod in th« death of 0Y«r 200 Vl«t Cong and the los« 

of tons of anmy aunltlons and supplies in bats areas overrun by 

troops of ths MRP or dsstroysd by gunfire from RAF craft and artil- 

lery positions«   Six naval psrsonnsl were killsd in Ssptcnbsr and 

74 were wounded.   Most of the easualtiss wsre caussd by shrapnel from 

B-40 and RPQ-7 rooketsi th««« larg« oalibar weapons hav« bocon« th« 

■o«t «ff«otlv« Ti«t Cong d«f«n«« against ths aovsmsnts of th« Blvsrln« 

Assault Foros« 

From 1 to 4 Septombsr th« Mobil« Rivsrins Foros# operating fron 

the Mobile Rlvsrins Bass anchored at the Junction of the Vam Go and 

Soirap rivers, conducted Operation C0R0NAD0 IT in Cro Cong and Long An 

provinces«   Although contact with ths sneay was light during this per» 

iod, the comaanding officer of the 46th ABYN Infantry Regiment cited 

the MRFU presence as a key factor in the largs (92*2)0 slsction-dsy 

turn-out of voters in ths Can Oiouc area«   On 6 September the MRF 

began operations aimed at a Viet Cong «ipport battalion in Bien Hoa 

province«   On the 8th, U.S. troops discovered a large enemy bass camp 

and captured 97 individual weapons, eight machine guns, over 50,000 

rounds of mall-snas anuunition, and several hundred large caliber 

shells as well as grenades and booby traps.   On U September, ths MRF 

shifted to Dong Tarn to coameno« Oparation C0R0NAD0 V against Vist Cong 
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malxwforct and local»forc« uniti in Dinh Tuong and Ki«n Ho A provlnooa. 

Oa Mm 15th three U.S# sallorf wtra kllltd and 61 «ara voundad whan 

tha anamy ambushad RAP boata «hila thay «ara taklog vp blocking atationa 

along Ba Ral Craak»   In thia angagamant, and for tha fir at tima in tha 

ZV Corpa Taotioal Zone, tha praaanca of BPB«7 anti-tank roekata in tha 

Viat Cong araenal vaa confirmed.   During thia phaaa of CORONADO V* 

j alaaanta of tha KRF killed 213 Viat Cong and probably killed 66 more. 

In addition^ nearly 600 enany bunkara« one raooilleaa rifle, one B»Uo 
•I ' ' '• rocket launcher, aeveral individual «eapona and a quantity of ammunition 
i 

«era daatroyad or captured,   Tha operation ended on 16 Septenber.   Tha 

next phaae «aa conducted againat looal*force unite in baaa areaa aouth 

and aouthwaat of Ban Tra«   On tha 27th, following extenaiva artillexy 
\ 

barragea and air atrikaa, RAF unite landed troopa along tha west bank 

of Ben Tra creek, Aa the naval unite were proceeding to blocking 
i ■ 

atationa two ATCs were attacked by Viet Cong forces anted with recoil* 

less rifles, automatic weapona and B-U) rockets. The return fire 

silenced the enemy positions, killing at least two Viet Cong, Three 

U,S, aailora were killed during tha engagement| six others were wounded. 

On tha 28th, tha HR7 moved to an anchorage near the northern end of 

Lei Quan Island to conduct operations in the Ko Cay and Huong Ky die» 
1 
■\ txicte of Kien Hoa province. In a series of light skirmishes following 

tha landing of U,S, troops on the 30th, five Viet Cong were killed and 

] a quantity of weapona, medical supplies and rice waa captured, 
i • 

I 
■l 
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NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP SUMHART 

Saptwaber 1967 

On 30 September the personnel strength of the Vletnemeee Navy was 

16,093 officers end enlisted sen« During the month the Fleet Coomand, 

with 41 ships» had a daily average of 23 ships arailable and a daily 

average of IS ships employed« Fleet Command units on coastal and river 

patrols fired a total of 46 gunfire support missions* On the 25th the 

VNN's PCB 09 relieved U.S. units of surveillance duties in patrol area 

9Lf off the west coast of Phu Quoc Island* The assignment was part of 

ths continuing effort to phase VNN units into Operation MARKET TIME* The 

Coastal Force emplqred a daily average of 151 junks of the daily average 

of 166 available In September* The River Assault Groups conducted two 

operations in the First Naval Zone» seven In the Third Riverine Area and 

11 in the Fourth Riverine Area* The RACs had a daily average of l60 

craft employed of the daily average of 16? craft available* Meanwhile, 

the Vietnamese Marine Corpe1 six Infantry Battalions and Artillery Battalion 

were cootnitted to combat operations S3 percent of the time and made only 

light contact with the enemy. Brigade Force A conducted search and destroy 

operations east of Tan Uyen, 17 miles north of Saigon throughout the month | 

Brigade Force B continued operations in the Bong Son area of the II Corps 

Tactical Zone» and the 3rd Battalion operated in the Rung Sat Special Zone 

until the 13th* 

GROUP 4 
ded at 3 

Declassified after 12 years _ Enclosure (4) 

1 

1   Downgraded at 3 y«ar intervals 



UNCLASSIFIED 

SPECIAL HANDUKO REQUIRED 
NOT RELEASABLE TO 
FOREIGN NATIONALS 

On tht night of 6 S«pt«mb«r* six milot north of Qui Nhon, a nl no-man 

ambush toam fro» Coastal Group 22« rasponding to an intelligsncs roport 

that a Viet Cong unit MIS about to attack tha village of Vinh Quang, 

inUrcsptad 10 tneaar sampans aa tha craft crossad a stream an routa to 

tha villaga. With a nearby ARVN artiHery unit providing illumination 

// 

7 
fire« tha ambush team disrupted the attack group completely, killing two 

Viet Cong and probably killing three morot   On tha 11th, two' sailors of 

Coastal Oroup 23 were killed «hen their junk «aa caught in a Viet Cong   ,  } 

ambush in Song Cau Bay, 18 miles south of Qui Nhon.   On 15 September, in ,\ U 

tha Vam Co Tay River, a U.S« Amy LOUS and a rock-laden barge en route/ ft ,, 

to Tan An, were mined 19 miles south of Saigon.   The detonation demolished V V 

the bow of tha barge and blew off tha ICH*a bow ramp*   A quick-reaction1     jy 

force of VNN sailors, on board escorting RAO 27 craft, waa landed inane-     [I 
A       \ 

diately and detained six suspeets* On 24 September RAO 31 craft supported 

an ambush tay a Provincial Reconnaissance Unit in a Viet Cong hamlet on  I 

tha south bank of tha Co Chien River, 14 miles south of Vinh Long« The ) 

PKÜ troops captured 12 Viet Cong and killed three more« The successful 

operation waa planned and conducted on the baeie of information provided 

by a Hoi Chanh« 
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iLNCb\SSJ£l£a 
BOHriDEMTUt- 
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M STATISTIC 3\mm 

' ;: September 1967 

MASKET TIMS 0AM8 m 

77 

iRDEN 

Detection« 96,880 ',294 
Inspection» 36,556 16 ,603 
Boardinge 22,949 47,518 
Craft detained 260 * 
Pereona detained 4,484 622 
Viet Cong euspeot» 154 49 
Hoetile fire incident» 20 83 
Bheajr caeualtiesi ' 

a.   Killed 12 35 
b«   Wounded 22 4 
c.   Captured o •■ ., 12 

IBM caaualtiesi 
a.   Killed 0 ■•■■ 0 
b.   Wounded 11 . 18 
e«   Captured 0 ?  -■• 0 
d.   Miealng 0 ■ 2 

ftMngr material losses I , ' *' 

»•   Destroyed! 
1 1 

;■ 

(1) Junks or sampans 
(2) Structures 

16 187 
213. • 

b*   Captured* . 
(1) «funks or sampans 0 3 
(2) Wcarcna 1 8 
(3) Anmunition (rounds)     20 170 
(4) Rice (tons) 2 ■ r'A , . # 

o«   Damaged t 
(1) Junks or ssmpans 15 43 
(2) Structures 61 * 

U3H material lossss* i 

a«   Destroyedi /' 
«.  (1) Surface craft 

(2) Helioopters 
'        0 1 

0 1 
b,   Damagedt 

(1) Surface craft 
1 
5 '$®h « 

(2) Helioopters 0 « 

SAB missions 4 • 

(PBS) 

« 
« 

251 
« 

237 
« 

27 

6 
74 
0 
0 

« 

« 
114 

50,000 
« 

« 

0 
0 

16 
0 
« 

Rasarkst 
«Information not applicable or not available this data* 
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YIETHAKESR NAVTl 

COASTAL FOHCE i!—    im 
n MZ 

xix xz 
XV HZ 

8«b-total« 

yi£ET COMMAND 
TOBCTgS 

RIVERINE AREA 
CRAi*T 

TOTALS 

VMHAMMC STATISTICAL SPMMAKT 

S«pt«»b«r 1967 

Searched 
Junka 

6,hS2 
9,03U 

1*28 

6,081* 

36«U62 

VIBTNAKE3B HARINE CORPS i 

VCAVAi     18 m 

VNWl 9 KIA« 39 VXA 

BaMilcai  VOM» 

Teopla 
iat2oo 
a,633 
32,211 
11,395 

106,1*39 

1,910* 

19,567 

128,050 

Datalnad 
Juhko   """^nTaopla 

16Ö 
37 21*5 
o 5 
o o 

37 

0 

37 

100 

u 
105 

■'   i«    •■•J'nV 

■' 
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