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COASTAL OCURVELILLANCE PORCE SUMMARY
December 1967

During Decemb-r there was a continued decrease in Operation
MARKZT TIME activity, especially in the northern coastal zones, as
the heavy seas and inclement weather as ociated with the northeast
monsoon held the aggregz‘e of coastal junk and sampan traffic to a
very low total, MA4K.T TIME patrol craft were also restricted to
port on several occasions during the month because of the heavy
weather and high sea states, 34,591 junks and sampans were detected
by MARKI T TIME units during December, the lowest monthly aggregate
recorded since November 1966, Meanwhile, MARKLT TIME units conducted
11), gunfire support missions and were engaged in 14 hostile fire incie
dents during the month, The majority of the gunfire missions were
conducted in the Fourth Coastal Zone where fair weather prevailed dur-
ing most of the month.

On 2: December the MARKET TIM: support base =t Qui Nhon was
attacked by an estimated platoon of enemy sappers., The coordinated
attack was initiated at 2329 when a Coastal Group 2?7 command junk,
located in the middle of a nest of junks, was blown up and sunk. The
attack continued throughout the early morming hours of the 23rd and
resulted in two Navymen killed and 15 others wounded, plus extensive
damage to the CPO quarters and light damage to the mess hall and enlisted
barracks, Three enemy were killed during the attack and the following

enemy ordnance was captureds 10 Chinese commnist fragmentation
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grensdes, five grenades that were improvised from 6l-mm mortar heads,
two Chinese communist coples of the Hussian iK-47 asseult rifle, and
one sntomatic plstol,

On 6‘ December PCF 79 came under automstie weapons fire from rive
diffomnlt positions while eonducting » loudspeaker F-YOPL alssion
aleng the coast aprroximstely 10 miles south of (ape Butangan., The
Swift hoat recaived five automatic weapon hits and BM1 lBowby U. C-RV'R,
the forward gunner, was killed during the sotion.

On the 12th, U:CCC YAKLT.T (VAEC 380) conducted & gumfire support
-j‘.uion sgainst an estisuted Viet Coag coupany which was iocated ap-
proximetely 25 miles north of Ca itau Point, along the coast of the
Gulf of Thailand, The «ission, which was requested by the Song Ung
Doe Metrict uuthoriti.‘s, and utilired an airborne svetter, resulted in
three Viet “ong kill ¢ and one ~vunded, plus two structures destroyed
and three damaged,

Un the 18t:, the Cos:t Juird's PULYT Aldid received word fron the
1st Marine's ANTIiACY¥ buttalion that North vVietnamese /rmy forces ware
lonated near the coast of (uang Tri Province, anproximately 70 miles
north of Danang, .hile closing ths besah to investigate, the /PK re~
celved five hits from automatic weapons., Fil's 55 and 27 subsequently
Joined the WPP and the three craft took the area under fire, There
were no friendly casunlties as & 1result of the action and enemy ces-

ualties wore reported as one wounded and five killed (prebeble),
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Harressment of GAME +ARDEN unite incressed as these units con-
tinued to apply pressure on the Viet Cong. The PBRs and "eawolves',
in addition to their primary role of denying the ememy use of the
rivers, provided support to the RF, PF and /R N. P#R: continued to
interdiet tax collectors in their efforts to colleet ' iberation”
taxes to support their Winter~-Spring campaign. There were two inci-
dents where enimy swimmers were detected} one was killed, Un 22
Decemh»ear near NYha Re sn attack was made on a U, :. merchant ship, how=
ever, on 29 December an unsuccessful mining attempt was made cguinst
an L5T. LSTs provided NGFS against eneamy targets witn significunt re-
sults, On 2?1 December Oparation ROLD CAROU EBL commenceld against enamy
forces on Tan Dinh lsland, the scene of continued harrassment against
PBR patruls, The Christmas Truce was violated when a PiR patrol was
anbushed on the lower Hassae River. £

On 2 Decamber PR Hohile Rase I arrived Danang followed Ly ten Plis
on 5 Decerber, This i9 the second time that Piis were located in the
Firat Corps Tsetical Zone. OUn 11 December, in the lelta, combat
patrols with new Mark 11 PGRs comaenczd out of Hy Thoe ' 15 December
U3 HARNETT COUNTY (LST 221) conduetsd a naval gnnfire mission aguinst
a reported VC concentration six ailes southeast of Gen Tre, Twenly /C

were killed and one recoilless rifle damaged, “iAls and four iDRK
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conducted a patrol on 2C December, six miles south of Ben Tre, off the
l'an Luong, and killed six VC and captured one suspect, One FAL was
wounded slightly in the action, "Seawolves" accounted for twenty vViet
Cong killed after a strike on an ememy position near the mouth of the
Bassec on 21 December, During the period 21-73 Decemb:r PilRs provided
a rotating exfiltration blockade around Tan Dinh Island on the lower
Bassae, in Operatiom BOLD CAROUSEL. "Seawolves" provided overhesad
cover, rhile the beats patrolled in a clock-wise rotation at 2,000
yards imterval, the 9th ARVN Division conducted 2 sweep of the Island.
The boats and helicopters came under constant fire from the enemy. In
addition to the suppressing fire of the POi's and "Seawolves", HiG 25
boats provided heavy wespons fire at the enemy poeitions, The 9th ARVN
landed on the 22nd and withdrew on the 23rd achieving megligible results,
The 9th ARVN killed ome VC and captured one VC and four grenedes, Five
ARVE were wounded by booby traps. TF 116 accounted for two Viet Cong
killed, ome captured and 21 detainees, Four sampans and five structures
were destroyed, During the two-day operation 12 i, . Navymen werse
wounded in aetion, lineteen PERs sustained multiple bullet and shrapnel
damage and two helicopters received bullet damage., The PRRsand "Seawolves"
were engaged on 58 separate ocoassions during the 67-hour operation. In
addition one helicopter supporting the operation crashed st Binh Thuy as
s result of a mechaniecal failure, The four erewmen were injured.

In the early morning hours of 22 December the U. . merchant ship
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SEATRAIN TEYAS, anchored in the viecinity of Nha Be, received wateriine
damage from a flosting explosive charge. Tne ship got underway in an-
ticipation of bheaching on the bank of the Long Tau to prevemt sinking;
however, the ship was able to eontrol the floaoiing with her pumps,
There were no casualties, During tho Christmas Truce period—-241800i
to 251800H-—a PER patrc)l operating on the Bassaeg, just south of Ten
Dinh Island, was attasked by snemy forces. At 251450H the lead boat
of the patrol was hit by a B=40 roeket. The patrol also received
grenade, small arms and automiitic weapoas fire, Two FBR sailors were
wounded when the rocket hit causing major demage to the boat's hull,
"Seawolves” conducted a strike sgainst the ensay nositions and accounted
for 20 VC killed, four wounded K nineteem civilians woumded, one erew
served weapon and three small arms dest.ooyed. At about midaight <9 La-
cember sn unsuccessful enemy mining stitempt wes made apainst the U5
HARKNET CCUNTY (IST 621) while anchored in the cemtral Ham Luong iiver,
The two mines, placed telow the waterlime, failed to aschieve a high
order detonation thereby avoiding & serious support ssset loss, There

were no personnel casualties or material dumage,
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During the month of December, the Hobile Riverine Force concentrated
its efforts on locating and destroying the major Viet Cong units in a
series of operations in Dinh Tuong snd ezstern Kien Phong provinces., .n
4 Docember the 5th Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps and the U,
Army/Navy elements of the MRF teamed up in a search amd destroy operation,
killing 234 Viet Cong in an area north of the “y Tho Hiver in Dinh Tuong
and Kien Phong provinces, Later in the wonth, there were two separate
mining incidents on the Xang Canal in Dinh Tuong Provinee invslving riv-
erine craft,

On the evening of 3 December the asssult elements of the }KF began
re-locating its forces in preparation for Operation CORONZDO IX (L-6
Decembar) to be conducted in weetern Dinh Tuong and esstern ¥ien Phung
provinces, Meanwhile, as a decentive mezrure, the Mobilc !!iverine Lause
delayed relocation to its new anechoregze six miles east of ¢ [ve until
the assault boats were in the objective ares, Heavy contact with the
enemny was rapidly established when boats of RaD 112, trcusporting ele-
ments of the VMMC 5th Rattalion, were smtushed with automstic weapons
as they eatered the Rach Roung, The bosts fought their way through the
amigsh site, and proceeded About two miles up the narrov stream, where
they were again tuaken under !ntense fire with r«coilless-rifle, auto-
matic-weapons and 8-40 rocket fire from the western bunk, The Loats

turned into the Viet Cong fire and disewbarked the Vietnamese Marines,
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who irmedlatcly launched an intensive zttack aga.nst the 50. lLoeal
Porce Gattalio-n and local Viet Cong guerillas, canwhile, HiD 111,
with the U. S. 3/47'h Infentry Hattalion embarked, was slso taken
under fire {roe the initial ambush position, Instead of procceding

up the Rech Foung, the hoates turned intc the west.rn benk just north
of the ambush site where the U. “. troops conducted 2 successful
ecounter-attack on the ambushers, The cuwlative destruction inflie-
ted on the c<nemy during the day-long battle amounted to 734 Vi<t Cong
killed with eight enemy suspects 2nd 42 weapons centured, 1wo U, .
sallors were ¥illed and 68 were wounded in the battle while . ..

Ammy casuslties consisted of nine soldiers killed and %9 wounded in
action, The Vietnomese Murines accounted for the malority of the
ememy casuslties, and also suffered the heaviest losses with LO “arines
killed and 70 wounded, Total cumulative destruction inflictad on the
enemy for this phase of CORUNADD IX (L=6 Decenber) ear:sisted of 266
killed, 161 bunkers and 126 sampans destroyed, Theis were also over
5,070 rounds of smallearms amsunition and 274 assorted weanuns (inclu-
ding grenades, mines and cirbines) cantured, Operatiom '(UONADO 1X
(10-11 Decemb:r) wss conducted in western Dinh Tuosng and ~astern “ien
Phong provinces, In & scries of light sxiimishes with the saexy, there
were nine Viet Cong kiiled, two wounded, four captured and 35 bunker:s
destroyed. [Larly on the woradng of 71 Jecemcer, ar /io'z cenducting
ainesweeping operstisns on the ~estl bank of the Yang Cenal in Mnh Tucng
Province, two miles northwest of Jong Tam, was mined, Therc wes one
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sailor killed and three wounded in the exrlesion which also caused ex-
tensive hull dunsge to the boat. The sscond mining incident occurred

on 26 December, however, there .ere no personuel or materisl casuslties
to th: unit involved, Units of the AhF continued conducting riverine
strike operations (C{RUNMADO Ix 2022 uccember) in Dimh Tuong Province
killing 11 of the enemy, capturing four others and destroying 42 btunkers,
After a one~dsy maintenance period, the HiF struck at the Viet (ong
again in another phase of Uperation CURONADO IX (24~26 December) in

Dinh Tuong Province, killing 15 and destroying over 120 bLunkers,
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HAVAL ADVISORY GROUP SUMMARY
December 1987

During the month, the Vietuamess Havy's Fleet Corward had a dally

sverage of 25,6 shipe available and a daily averace of 22,1 employed,
At the same time the Coastsl Forece esployved a daily averare of 162 jurks
of a dally averare of 196 available, Meanwhile, the iiiver Assault Groups
had a daily averaze of 136 craft erployed of a daily average of 171 craft
availsble, The Vietnamese Marine Corps'! six infantry and oua ertillexy
battalions vere cammitted to operations 93 percent of the tirmes, and, with
the exsception of the Sth Battalion on 4 Decewber, experienced light conw
tact with ithe enemy, Task Force A coutinued operations in the beng Sen
area of the II Corps Tactical Zene through the month and Task Force i was —
assigned as the iloady lisaction Force for the I1I Corps Taectlcal Zore
while the Sth battalion operated with the Mobile Hiverine Forcs in Opere~
tion COROMADO IX umtil the 27th when it was detached for duty in the ILI N
Corps Tactical Zorwe,
On lj December, the VNMC Sth Sattalion en:aged the LOO-man Viet Couiiyg
502 local Foree Battalion, five riles northeast of Sa dec, in the heaviest
fighting in the CORCHAUO series of operations, 7The Marinee, landed in the
fase of an enesy wbush, surrourded the Viet Cong battalion in its pre-
pared positiens and destroyed it as s fighting force, Landing on the west

bank of kuong Stream at 0015, the let Company enzaged the enery's northerm
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flank, whils the 2nd and 3rd Compardies were sidfted from their initial
landing, further north, to the enemy's southern flank, Ty late mormdng
the Viet Cong were surrounded wdth Iiver Assasult ‘dvision 112 on the
Fast, and 1lst, 2nd, and 3rd Campanies to the Xorth, “est and South, The
reserve, Lth Company, was then landed to attack the rajor emplacemernts
along the stream, Unsile to use supporting arms because of the constant,
close contact with the snesy, the Marines relied or squad and fire teaw
tactics, By 1600, the 5th Ssttalion had eliminated all resistance except
for one burker complex on the enemy's westesn flank, At 1600, zfter a
halicopter fire team wade & rocket attack on the camplex, the Merings
rushed the bunkers and, using hand grenades and shovels, destroyed the
strong poimt, At 1630 the tattle ended, with 175 Viet (ong killed, 12
esptured and 12 Viet Con: suspects detalned, rorty Marines wero killed
and 103 were woundedj 34 of whom were treated in the field, while the
remainder were evacuated, On 1 lecember, Coastal “roup 1l and the AJIVK
Slat Regiment condusted Operation PHI FHUNS 57, Just south of the Cua Dai
River, three miles east of Hol 4n, 7wo junks and a 30-man landing party
secwred the riverfront and captured one /iet Cong, detained 21 suspocts
and demaged or destroyed L0 buikers ard one bridge, he ALVi forces,
closing fram the South, «illed four Viet Cong, captured three others,
detained 10 suspects and damajzed or destroyed L7 jurke, 7rom 13 to 19
December a ssries of five operations was conducted by RAD 23 with PRU,
National Police and Popular Force troops, and TAME WARDEN PDEs against
Epelosure (L)
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the Viet Cong on Gial Island in the Co Chien Hiver, 20 niles downstream
frem Virh Long, The cambination of sweeps, ambushes and river blockades,
planned to destray an enesy sanctuary ani commo=liaison route, resulted
in the death of two Viet Cong, the capture of three others, the detention
of 51 suspects and the seigure of one ton of rice and 12 pounds of medi-
¢ines, Two Popular Force soldiers were wounded, T 16 and 1§ December
Viet Cong unite on the Vam Co Dony and Vam Co liivers successfully attacked
VNE Moritors, In the first instance, a RAG 27 Momitor was wined and sunk
16 riles southwest of Salgonj nine crewwen were injured, three seriouely,
On the 195th a Monitor of the Kiver Transport Fseort (roup and an oil barge
were hit by recoilless-rifle fire, killin: one sallor and wounding one
sailor and one civilian on the targe, On 20 December, Coastal iroup 1k
conduoted Operstion PHI PHURO 62 on the north baik of the Cau lai Miver
two riles east of Hoi An, The Coastal Oroup junke and landing party
detained 15 Viet Cong suspec’s and destroyed 20 srall jurks, 20 zhelters,

10 burkers and 20 tunnels in the one-dxy operation,
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ARY PoYCBO QCICAL AND CIVIC ACTION GPERATIWILY UMMARY
December 1967

Psychologieal and ecivic action operstions continued to receive com-
mand attention, All unity were actively engsged in the distribution
of loaflets and conducting loudspesker broadcasts, Preparati ns were
also made for the Chiwu Hol/Dal [oen Ket prog sms during the forth-
coming T:iT season, The TUT cempaign will hegin on 1 January and term—
inste on 24 March, !0oi Chanhs made tapes appealliig to their former
courades—~in-arms saying that the ‘let C.ng had given fulse pr>psganda
about the Americans and the Government of Vietnam, Jns (ol Charh
stated "1 am dodng all 1 can to help convince other /iet Cong that
they should stop the useless fighting and Join with our government to
help all the people." The undermining effcet on the Viet Cong by our
P YUP offoirts can best he typified by the repeated attack: made on the
PERs as they conduct loudspeaker oper~tijas,

In testimony of the outstanding performence of the lLeabees in
civic action, JC° hus directed CNC to deploy seven additional Village
Assietonce Teems to support the U-alD/Vietnam civic action program.

Christmas parties were conducted throughout Vietnam, wherever
navzl units were located, Children were treated to dinnsr znd pre=-
sentsd with presents., The U & TiEM (MSOU 439, and U 5 FINCH (R 328),
assignod to MARKLET TIMJ, presented the orphans at (ui dhor with a pre-

Christnas present when they came ashore and pxinted the orphansage,
fnclosure (5)
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This is only one example of the many acts performed hy naval units
during the month as they actively pursued e¢ivic action projects
while meintaining & high posture of operational readiness.
lleanwhile, the VNN also continued in thuir civie wetion pro-~
gram by conducting HLEIC/P3 und distributing much needed commodities
to villagers in outlying distrists and refugee setilements. The
VNH hoapital ships attended to the ncdical needs of the people as

the two ships traveled the vaterways of the Delta and the wilZ,
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USH STATISTICAL SUMMARY

Ler
MARKET TIME OGAME WALDIN Mobile kiverine Force
Detections ﬁpgn ﬁ.% *
Inspections 1k, 702 15,235 1,112
Boardings 7,255 37,276 *
Craft detained » b § 0
Persons detained 158 8o2 359
Viet Cong suspects 2 % #
Hostile fire incidents 1 1ok *
Enexy casualties:
a, Killed 15 (6 prob,) 129 5
b, Voundod 2 h i L
¢, Captured 0 10 29
USH casualties:
s, Killed o** 1 N
b, Wounded g* 37 78
0. Captured 0 0 0
d, Mssing v] 0 0
Enexty material losses:
a, Destroyedt
(1) Junks or sampans 6 127 139
(2) Structures 20 170 557
b, Captureds
(1) Junks or sampans # 10 0
(2) vespors » 2 335
(3) ssunition (rounds) * 50 5,017
(1) Rice (tors) * b 2.5
¢, Damaged:
) Junks or sampans 1 165 ®
2) Structures n W7 *
USN material lossest
a, Destroyed:
(1) Surface craft 0 4] 0
(2) Honcoptor- » 0 0
?g "urfloe craft 2 23 26
2) Helicopters * 10 0
SAR miseions 5 1 »
Remarks ¢

# Information not applicable or not available this date,
#% Includes one killed and five wounded during the atteck on Qui Khon,
#% Includes hand grenades,

QROUP L

Downgraded at 3 ysar intervals
Declassified after 12 years

UNTLASSIFIED



cowssunne—  UNCLASSIFIED ~CONFIRENTHE

PR R T T [T L Ry
BT TELERSESIE =TT

FORSTEr X TTONNIS

VKB&RE STATISTICAL SUMMARY
Decenber

VISTHAKESE NAVYs

Searshed Detained

COASTAL ¥ORCE Junks People Junks People

= 1In 11,880 5 -5 = 'foo"

II K2 6,700 20,984 2 17

III N2 8,091 31,ikh2 3 4

IV NZ 2,529 8,705 0 _8

Sub-totals 29,180 975344 10 189
FLEET COMMAND

“PATROL SHiPS# 1,578 2,184 0 o
RIVERINE AREA

CIAT k,560 13,827 1n 32

TOTALS 3L, 06 113,355 a 22

VIETNAMESE MARINE COWPS ¢

VC/AWVAr 267 XIA*™ 36 CAPTURSD 249 SUSPICTS DETAINMD :
VNKC s kS kI 116 wTA™* 32

Hemarks s

# Conducted L9 gunfire support missions during December,
## Ingludes 70 KIA by a B=52 styike in II C12,
#4% Plus two killed and 15 wounded; non=hortile action,
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