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Duriang Jamary there was an increase in Operetion MARKKET TIME active

Bo0%0%.%0c o
e LB LT

ity as the heavy seas and inclement weather assoeiated with the northeast
monseon seasen abated in the northern coastal sones, thus allowing all
MARKET TIME stations to be manned throughout & high perecentage of the
peried, MARKET TIME umits detested A8,856 junks and sampane during the ) "
month, an inercese of 14,265 over December's total., Meanwhile, MARKET ;
TINE units were engaged in 18 hostile fire incidents and eondueted 152

naval gunfire suppert missions during the month, The majority of the ,.
gunfire suppert missions were fired in the Third and Fourth Coastal
Senes vhere fair weather prevailed throughout the memth.

On the 2nd of the month USCOC ANDROSCOOGIN (WHEC 68) earried out a
gunfire aission against an enemy poeition approximstely 30 miles north-
northeast of Ca Man Peint in the Gulf of Thailand, Respending to cor-
restions transmitted by an airberne observer, the cutter destroyed two
strustyres and four sampens, damsged nine structures and six sampans,
and killed two enemy troops and wounded three others,

On 3 Jamuary PCF 9 received hostile automatic weapons fire while on
patrol approximately eight miles northesst of Ca Maw Point, ihile clos-
ing the beach to return and suppress the fire, one U, S, Navy crewman
sufferred a bullet wound in the right thigh, The hostile fire was sup-
pressed and the SwAft boet's guns killed one Viet Cong and wounded seve-

ral others,
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‘At 1723 on 7 Jamary, PCF 63 sighted four people on the beash near a
deserted village spproximstely 22 miles south of Qui Nhon, As the “wift
boat approached, the people turned and fled into the village. Sector
suthorities gramted pormission to take the area under fire, and the Swift
boat eommenced firing om the large house that the evading personnel were
seen to enter., This building and four other surrounding structures were
csmpletely destroyed by the PCF's firing,

On the 18th of Jammary, USCOC BiRING STRAIT (WHEC 382) took an esti-
meted enemy company under fire approximstely 28 ailes northenoxtheast of
Ca Mau Point on the Gulf of Thailand coast, Utilising her five-inch gmne
and responding to corrections transmitted by an airborne spotter, the
cutter destroyed two strustures and one sampan, damaged six structures,
killed six Viet Cong, and wounded four others,

At 0250 on the 31lst, & Cam Ranmh Bay harbor defense patrol succeeded
in surfacing the first of two enemy swimmere osptured om that day, Ap-
proximately one half hour later an explosion cesurred on the low of the
anchoved Norweigan tanker PELICAN causing moderete damage, Initial in-
terrogation of the swimmer indicated that additional swimmers were in
the Cam Ranh Bay sres opereting as three man teams,

In response to the heavy fighting which erupted throughout Vietnmm
during the last days of the month, MARKET TIME units continually aided
allied forces with gunfire suppart, and all units saintained alert

aggressive patrols,
A swmary of calendar year 1967 MARKET TIME activity ineludes:
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913,121 wooden-hull detections, 538,054 wooden-hull bos rdings/inspec-
tions, and 8,7,3 steel-hull detections.
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Jamary 19

The New Year's Truce reriod (311800H [ecember = 020600l January)
was violated when the Viet Oong initiated an attack, early on the morne
ing of 2 Janwary, sgainst the l5A etachment X¥ha Je, support base for
GAML SARDEN Piks and minesweepers. .ne Mi3 was destroyed and two U, 5,
lavymen were wounded in the recoilless-rifle rttack directed at the havy
pler facilities. As the Fiiis continued to interdiet enemy river cros-
sings, the Viet Cong retaliated by intensifying their firepower Ly om=
ploying heavier weapons in an effort to disrupt the patrols. In greater
evidence was the increased use of rocket, rifle-grenade, reccilless-rifle
and heavy automatic=weapons fire {rom ambushes in an attempt to destroy .
the boats. The intensified attacks killed one Pii ssilor, wounded 36 -
others and wounded one l'spartment of the Navy eivilian., 4s a result of
the stepped up activity of the Viet Cong, prior to the eelebration of
TET, the Vietnamess lunar iiew Year (eslebrated during the period 30 :--'
January - 2 February), Gilk <ARDEN units suffered the highest monthly
casualty total to date, LHowever, the enemy suffered high losses as
Dperation GAME WARDCEN eontimuwed to deny the Viet ‘ong the free use of
the waterways of the 1352 and the Delta, In I CTZ, .'Li operations come
menced on 9 January in the Cau Kai Bay/Tan Xy area, . iver :cusdron 521,
operuting from Fii lobils Juprort mse I located at Ten My (50 miles
north of lanang) was assigned patrol responsibilities. This is the
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seeond time the PiRs wers assigned to I CTZ, On 1 January a Viet Cong
swimmer wearing sophistisated diving equipment ws detected on the upper
Co Chien tiver, This was the first sighting in IV CTZ of a swimaer so
sguipped. CTP 116 céuductd Operation PREAKNZSS IlI on 10-11 January
along the Ba lai itiver, in Xien hoa provinee, an area of high Viet Cong
astivity. ASPBs teancd up with Psiis and transitted the river and de-
stroyed 2 sapans, 34 huts and 20 bunkers, On 11 Jenuary, SEALs were
landed shortly after a Fiil patrol was asbushed on the Sassas iiiver,
Operation (UICK KILL, a quick reaction ground attuck to counter enemy
attacks, ascounted for five Viet Cong KIA and the capture of three re-
¢oilless weapons and associated ammunition. 'ne SEAL was killed and
another wounded in the astion., n 25 January Operaiiom «INL SG I wae

" comdusted in the Thom Creek and Mo Cay Creek vieimity of Mo Cay in Kien =~

Hoa provines, The operation netted 51 Viet Cong suspevts. In addition,
50 bunkers, 40 structures and fiwe tons of rice were desiroyed and five
pounds of documents of high intelligence value was oaptured, rDuring the

S i S

RN ¢

TET holiday period BOLD ORAGON I was conducted on the nu;per sassae River,
Jun 29 January Filts commsnced patrols from Chau ¢ to the Cambodian bore
der to prevent a possidle Viet Cong movement/re-supply effort during the
TET Truece period (291800H - 310600K). The TET Truce period was terainated,
however, at 0945H 30 January, due to numwrous viet long-initiated attacks
throughout South Vistnam. In the early morning hours of 31 January the
Viet Cong launched numerous attacks against ailitary and civilian
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installations. 77 116 units reacted to numerous sutposts, ground units
and eivilian populsated areas under fire during the Viet Cong offensive
esxagting their toll of enemy casualties, l!avy armed helicopters once
again displayed their uerit as they continued to supropt 73 end - /L
operstions. 'n sne oecasion the “ieawolves’ killed 17 viet Coug and
wounded 23, when they attacked and disrupted a high level Viet (ong
meoting on 10 January near the mouth of the a lai iiver,

At 0105 on the morning of 2 January, the Viet cCong Initiated & 75-mm
recoilless~rifle attack against the XN5: Detachment Xha s, located seven
mlles south of Saigon, and comaercial POL faeilities located close to
the Xavy base. /s the general alarm sounded, units of TG 116.2 got
undermay, however, 455 22 was hit and caught fire in the initial barrage
direeted against the pler ares., Iwo Havymen were wounded slightly in
the attacks The . was heavily daumged and subsecuently stricken fron
the laval Vessel Register. The ! .L facllities received about 20 rounds
of enemy fire and sustained hits on four tanks. There was no secondary
explosions or {ire armd only minor damage.

A Pod patrol interdicted and captured & Viet (ong saxpun H>n 3 Jan=
uary, eight miles rom the mouth of the iiam luong iver as it attempted
to cross the river, The two occupants of the sampan jumped overocoard
when sighted by tLhe retrol, leaving the mitor running. The two occupants
were taken under fire with unknown results. Pisi 103 captured the boat

with a grepnel as the patrol received enemy auiomatic fire froam the river
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bank, PBE 103 cleared the ares with the sampan in tow as the cover boat
suppressed the enemy fire. The saumpan contained €0 bengelor nines, 4O
claymore mines, 230 electric primsr's, 150 rounds of CHICOM ammunition
and six freagmsatation grenades,

On 8 January & P32 conducting a test firing mission on the upper
Dong Tranh iiver, five miles ecast-southesast of “ha ce, was hit by an
RPC-7 round on the after .50 ealiber gun shield, seven i, 5, lavymen
and one eivilian from HillU-V Saigon, who wae observing the test, were
wounded, The following day 5% 722, operating on the Lassac :iver 11
miles southeast of Can Tho, was struck by a B4l rocket. The boat with=
drev from the arsa when the stricken boat and its eover boat were unsble
to suppress the enemy fire, PBi 722 had to bsach to prevent from sinking.
"Seawolves” aid additiomsl PhRs from Sinh Thuy arrived on the scene to
aseist in the fire fight and escort the damaged boat back to its base at
3inh Thuy., Seven i sailors were wounded in the action. "ne Viet Cong
‘was killed and one CHICOK rifle was found in the anbush area that con=
tained numerous blood trails. 'n the 10th, four more Fili sallors were

wounded vhen two more boats on the lLassec were hit by snemy rocket fire,
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Jamaary 17

Throughout the month of Jamuary the Mobile Riverine Force opera-
ting from Dong Tem oconducted a series of rapid reastion and seareh
end destroy operstions in Dinh Twong, Vinh long, Long An and Kien Hoa
provinges, The MRP contimmed ite vigorous pursuit of the elusive
enexy main foree battalions by penstrating into the heavily infested
Yiet Cong domains of sentral aad western Dinh Tuong provimce, The
eneny response to this saturstion tastis has beem to retire inte the
northern areas of Dinmh Tuong provinse whieh were eonsidered imacces-
sible due to low bridge elearanses and massive camal obstrustions,

During the 36-hour New Year's Truee period (311800H Deo=020600H
Jan), the troops in the field were not emgaged in any significant
contact, although they received some automatie-weapons fire on 1 Jam-
wary vhile in imterdictory positions along the Ba Ral Stream, On 7-8
Jamuary the MRF eondusted a twe=battalion seareh and destroy operetion —
4n the Don Mhoa district of Vinh Long prevince where they established '
heavy contact with the enemy, HRavy riverine units also came under

Pl

heavy sutomatiewveapons fire from mumerows positions along the Co luong
wvaterveys, The assault forces maintained esontimmal ocentast with the
Viet Cong for six hours and during the ensuing battle killed 28 of the
fiereely resisting insurgents, Cumlative enemy casualties consisted of
%0 Viet Cong killed, There were eight U, 5. moldiers and two sailors
wounded in the twvo=day operation, On 10 Jamary, after a brief
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maintenanse period, the M:iP commnced a riverine search and destroy

eperation in the Cai Be district of Uinh Twong province, iU 91 and i

RAD 111, with elements of the 3/60th snd A/A7th Infantry Gattalions %

embariked, -nounnd single filc up the narrow Tra (ot Stream, which

is navigadble only at high tide, and landed their troops. The riverine

sraft were thon withdrawn 1n§o the deeper Thong lul Stream and Mekong

River. Meanwhile Alfa n:o-p.u} of the 3/60th Infantry battalion, which

had been airlifted into the sbjective ares, becaws isolated by intense

oneay fire and suffered heavy losses, with one mn killed and 32 wounded, -

Pinned dowm and short of ammmition and supplies during the night, the

Aray waits lost 21 killed and had 59 mssn wunded., 7The enemy lost 73 men
*1' th‘o bitterly mum battle, ‘m 12 .hmnq. after a sizshour

respite, the KRF, in response to an intelligense report of a large Viet

Cong buildep in the Sinh Phmoe distriet of Lang An provinee, proceeded i

to the new objestive area, Initial eontact was made as riverine units _

of RAD 111 were preparing to land troops and vere ambushed from the
banks of the Vam Co Tay Aiver, about 1l miles northwest of GCo Cong. The
eneny fire, consisting of U=A0 rockets, reeoilless-rifle and automatic-
weapons fire, was suppressed with flame throwers, 4LO-sm, 20-mm, rifle
greasdes and .50 ealiber machine guns and the landing was conducted with-
oud further inecident. Therw were seven Viet Cong killed and L4 bunkers
destroyed in the two-day operetion. There were mo U, 3, personnel or
mterial casuslties during this rapid-resstion operetion. m 18 Janwry
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while partieipating in Operation CORONADO X (18-19 Jamuary), the com~
mshding officer of UDT 12 wes killed, when the ATC, T=1l12-1, in which
Ne vas esbarked, was struehk ly two RPO-2 (B-i0) roket rounds at the
eonfluence of the Ben Tre and Ong Buong Streams about six miles south-
east of Ben Tre im the Giong Trem district of Kien Hoa province, Om

24 Jamary YTB 785 was hit by an RPG-7 rocket on the My Tho River about
5 niles west of Dong Tam, The attack caused minor damage to the tug
and slightly wounded one Navyman and one Vietnamese interpreter,

%
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- WOT RBLEASABLE TO o
FORRBION NATIONALS ' ‘

ATk ADYIOONL G 50

Dering the nsath the Flest Commnd hed & dally aversge of 25.4 ships 5
availadle and a daily aversge of 21.8 ships employed. At the same time "
the Osastal Foree esmployed a duily average of 167.5 junks of » daily

. averegs of 191.4 sveilable, and the River Assault Groups esployed s daily

average of 129.1 of the 1A9.8 craft available, Meanvhile, the Vietnamese
Marine Corps' six infantry and one artillery battalions were comauitted to

- muum” peweent of the time, while Task Forse A, in II CTZ, md ¥

the 5th and 6th Battalions, in the Capital iidlitary istriet, msde light

sontact vith the enemy, Tusk Foree 5, opsreting west of My Tho, made -

heavy contast with the enwy ea the 1st and 2nd and on the 19th and 20th, 4
The 1st and 2nd Zattalions partially surrounded the Viet Cong 26lst

Main Foree Hattalion during an operation 26 miles west of Dong Tam on the

. ‘1ste The #lose sontass, smallunit battle ended on the 2nd when the R

eneny dispersed and evaded to the north leaving 85 of their number on the
field; eight other:s were captured, li suspects were detained, and 71
weapons were seinsed, The Marines had 28 killed and 8) wounded, ‘mn the
night of the 19th at least three companies of the enemy's 261st or 2613
Battalion attacked the positions of the lst Sattalion and lattery 3, 15
#liys west of Dong Tem. The euabined mortar, rocket and infsntry attack
was basten back by the Marines ard U, 5. Army helicopter runships and
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USA? flareshipe. Thirty-seven Viet Cong were killed in the bvattle while
the Marines had 20 men kille., 6 wounded and one man missing. Villagers
slong the enemy's eseape route reported that 4O sampans bearing dead or
wounded Viet Cong passed during thy morning of the 20th,

n the 7th, Coastal Group 22 detained 71 Vist Cong suspeets and
seised one earbine while participsting with an ARVN company from Binh
Dinh, in & seareh just north of (ui ¥hon. The soldiers eaptured six
Viet Cong, detained 572 suspeets and seised two automatic weapors and
138 pistols, 300,0008 VN ($2,542.00), $265.00 US and a lerge cuantity of
foodstuffs., At 0010 on the m, a Coastal Crowp 43 reconnaissance toan,
aboard a Junk, killed 18 Viet Cong, and wounded or killed several others
who were earried away, when the Jjunk was aabushed from the bank of the
Cei Lon tiver three miles downetresm from the base at Kien in, The fol-
leving day, the 10th, two enemy base ecamps in the L35Z were destroyed by
& eombined {om under the control of the A55% lomsander. U. S. Army
lpottgor aireraft loecated the cemps and directed Heglonal ‘orce troopse
embarked in RAG 22 eraft to them. U, 3. Army and Navy helicopter fire
teans provided ares cover and close support to the troops and an 4AVN
105« battery fired into the enemy ares as the troops departed. 5ix
Viet Cong were killed, five individual weapons were scized and two camps
containing 12 bulldings, two sampans and four tons of rice were destroyed
in the 10-hour operstion. un 19 January Operztion AK [AX 16/68, to re-

duce the eneay presence in Jen lue distriet, was eonducted by thc ARVH
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50th miﬁnt and RAG 27, along the Vam Co Dong iiver 15 miles southwest
of Saigon, The sweeps killed one lorth Vietnamese soldler and 52 {nsur-
gents, eaptured two others and detained two suspects; twelve individual
mpém wore seised, Three ARVN soldiers were killed, 25 were wounded
and five others are anissing; there were no VLl ecasualtlies., ibout 0400
on the 20th, Coastal Croup 1l Junks, petrolling on the Cun Viet :iiver,
supported Dai [oc¢ hamlet with xachine gun and mortar fire and directed
Us S. ldarine artillery fire inte the positions of the /iet Cong force:
attacking the hamlet, Coastal Croup 1l and USHC reaction forces were
st by an estimated four companies of the enemy. Ly 1400 the outnumbered
sailors were forced to withdraw south to the river while the :arines, to

the east, were able to hold their positions until the enemy retreated,
Thirty viet Cong tﬁn killed by the sailors in the engagement and one
man rellied under the Chieu Hoi progrem., Four VK sallors were killed
,end 16 others and the two Us S, anlisted advisors vers wounded. 'uring i

H

the following two days, one junk was damaged by 57-mu recoilless-rifle
fire and eight mines were detonated in the Cus Viet in the vicinity of
Dai loc banmlet, ainking one U, 5, Mavy LiM=8 and dasaging three LCUs,
ome L¥=b, one ILH=-8 and one eivilian craft., seven Vietnzness were
killed, four sailors were wounded and two men from the sunk LC:=8 are

misaing in the incidonts,
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The 1968 TET Campaign began on 1 Jammary with the distribution of
printed material designed eQ instill & desire for unity under the
National Government., U, S. Mavy unite made loudspeaker broadcasts pro-
viding entertairment, news and Chieu Hoi appeals throughout the Coastal
and Riverine areas, The TET holiday sesason (30 Jamuwary through 1 Ped-
™ery) previded a significant opportunity for psychological exploitation
as this is a time of family reunions, During the moath the U5S LUZERNE
COUNTY (LST 902), a logistieal support ship operating in IV CTZ, per-
formed breadcasts as it tronsitted the Mekong and Bassas Rivers, This
18 the first time that a brosdeast from a large U. S. ship had been made
in the Delta, On 22 Jamuary, two junks frem Coastal Group 37 reseived
heavy antomatio-weapons fire as a Vietnamese Navyman made a live broad-
cast in Kien Hoa provimse,

Navy units eontimued te perform MEDCAPes and Civie Aetion projects
throughout the eountry in addition to thelr primary mission of proe-
eouting the war, BRash Coastal Group in the Third Coastal Zone has
aseuned & civie astion project as the program contimses to improve, Fif-
tesn tons of soap received from CARE was supplied to the Coastal Zone
Advisors and PER River Sections for distribution to the poor and needy
villagers along the ccast and in the Delta, On 4 Jammary, the Viet Cong
ambushed four PBRs that had just completed a MEDCAP in Ton Duong village,
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S miles nerthwest of Sa Dec, wounding twe members of a Pr security
force, The enesy fire was ruppressed and PiR personnel extinguished
fires ltnttd in the vmqo by Viet Cong grenades, In the RE{Z,
River Cection SL2 continued to suppurt a village that they adopted
last September, The Kiver Section provides Tan “harh village with a
mouthly MEICAP and‘ shoes, clotldng and toye, The majority of the
material presented to the village is ruceived frum a “acrarento Kiwernde
Club, The "can do" Sesbees continue their splendid efforts to aid and
teach the vulqe;m and ;cm;;au so that they might be able to proudly
eay that they too can say "can do",




1] ST:;-’ET % SUMMARY

MARKEY TIME OAME WARDEN Mobile Riverine Ferce

Detactions » 5 »
Inspestions 2,226 16,390 .
Boardings , 11,32 i, .
Craft detained , b § » 0
Peroons detained 18 » INT
Viet Cong ouwspects i » »
Hestile fire incidents 1l * ™
Ensmy easuvalties:
a, IKilled 36(26 pred) 117 TN
be Wounded 32 3
e, Captured 0 33 2k
USNH ecasualties:
s, Killed L+] 2 1
b, Wounded 3 a 8
s, Captured ) 0 0
4 Miesing 0 0 0
Eneny msterial losses:
8, Destroyeds
Junks or sampans 2 155 2
2) Strustures 28 320 22
b, ureds
: ? Junks er ssmpans 1 8 0
0 22 12ne
& A—nui.ca (rounds ) 0 - 3n
nn (toms) (o] 6.5 2.7
? Jw or sampane 19 U2 »
58 (4] 2
o ] utu'ul hunt
Destrayeds
?.) Surface craft 0 1(MSB) 0
2) m.mpm- 0 0 0
?.; lu'hoo craft 1 20 3
Relicopters 0 é 0
s o} o
Remarks

® Information not applicable or not availaeble this date,
#% Ingludes hand grenades,
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VHN/VIMG STATISTICAL SUMMARY

January
VIETRAMESE NAVY s
Som% l'etained

COASTAL FOMCE Jurks le Jurhks __ People
et B R e
II NZ 6,239 22,513 L 126
IIT X2 75953 3,5 0 0
IV Mg 3,549 10,546 0 0
Cub-totals 32,555 97,326 L 186

#LEET COMMAND
- 130’3 ko152 2 0

RIVERINE ARFA
I0FALS 38,465 117,059 8 195

VISTHAMESE MARINE CORPS ten

Vo/XVAs 1Sh KIA 35 CAFTURED 68 SUSPRCTS CPTAINED

VICs  SYKIA 208 WIA 1 MIA

Renarkes
» 1 to 30 Jamumxy
#e 1 to 28 Jammary
s#%  Conducted 42 puniire support mission- durin: loverber,
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UBN CIVIC ACTION STATISTICAL SUMMARY

amry
PROGRANS ¢
Man nditures (V
Educati LLo 82,774
Social wWelfare 1,155 1,375,921
Trensportation 102 111,020
Refugee Assistance Suppert 138 1,500
T0TALS 1,860 1,573,715
VOLUNTARY CONTRIEUTIONS VK$ 102,542

usg_m_A_r ASSISTANCE TO GVN PROGEAMS s
Humbep Type of Assistance
Nazket Place 1

Latrine 1l Teshnical Advice
INSTITUTES AGSISTEDt

i Numbey
Hospitals/dispensaries 2
Seheols lﬁ
Orxphanages
Others k

PENCENT OF U, S, CIVIC ACTION PROJECTS CONDUCTZD JOINTLY WITH:

Percent
Othey FAF
RVNAF 3.0
Us $. civilian voluntary szencies T3
Average percent of selfehelp by Vii civilians 43,0
Remarks:

# Reporting period is 26 December 1567 = 25 January 1968, This is
the new format for the USN Civic Action Statistical Swmmary,
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