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COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FORCE (TASK FORCE 115)

J
o
i

d

4

-

high levels of effectiveness and routine activity., Generally AR i
) L ]

During June MARKET TIME patrcl unite continmved to maintain

SR

o

excellent weather conditions throughout the month favored a

high level of indigenons Junk and sampan traffic along the coast

Y D CIVE SR U

and in the harbors. The develorment of late afternoon rain squalls

-
-

followed by gusty winds with choppy seas during the late evening and
night in the northemm: patrol sectors did reduce the density of fishe-
ing activity in that area. Improvements in the enforcewmernt of
restricted areas by Vietnamese authorities has contributed to the .
effectivensss of MARKET TIME operations in soms areas although many 3
violations continmue to occur. ‘
The results of June MARKET TIME activity include the detection

of 93,543 junks ard sampans. OF these 46,737 were inspected and 23,768 R
were bozrded. During these boardings, 1,286 suspicious persons were

detained including ¢ Viet Cong suspects. There were also 1,18) steel

hulled vessels detected transiting MARKET TIME areas during the month,
all of which were determined tc be on innocent passage,
HARKET TIHE wunits also participated in 18 ground operations by

providing ex?iltraticn/infiltration patrols and nmaval gunfire support.

In additicn, 334 naval gunfire missions were carried out for plammed

haraszaent and interdicetion, targets of opportunity, and in response

to 30 hostile fire incidents. These operations resulted in the
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destruction of 208 structures and 101l junks/scmpans. Body counts
indicated 47 enemy were killed in these actions vith an additional
78 estimated as probebly killed.

With 211 types of MARKET TIME units engaged in conducting the
yearts highest totzl of n2val gunfire missions, Coast Guard units
operating in the Pourth Coastal Zone achieved particularly impressive
resuits fiﬁng with the aid of U. S. Army airborne spotters, In f{ive

of her missions between 2 and 7 June USCGC ANTROSGOAGIN (WHEC 68)

killed =t least 10 Viet Cong, destroyved 22 junks and sampens, destroyed

28 structures, and damaged numerous other craft and structures in Viet
Cong supply points ard rest areas located slong the ¢ ot within a2 few
miles of the meuth of the Ong Doc Rivere From 12 through 17 June USGGC
WINGNA (WHEC 45) 2lso scored heavily agsinst Viet Cong concentrations in
the seme area with at least 9 Viet Cong kiiled (40 probable), 25 junks
and sampans destroyed, 14 structures destroyed, and meny other craft and
structures damaged.

In the Second Coastal Zone PCF 62 partieipated in a ground operation
by the lst Regiment of the Korean Tiger Division in a mountainous area
on the coast about 18 miles north of Gui Mhon. In this operation mortar
2ire from PCF 62 =along with Korean artillery accounted for 5 Viet Cong
killed in a three-hour long engegement., The Suift boat wis fired con by
recoilless rifles from the target area but no hits were sustained, Dur~

ing the entire sweep and search of the seaward slopes of th= Thu Cat

. UNCEASSIFIED
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Mountaing by the Tigey Division from the 18th through the 27th of the
wonth MARKET TIME PCF's naintained a tight exfiltration patrol of about
15 rdles of ¢he coast line and fired several naval gunfire and 13iluminae
tion wissions for the Korean forces, Eneny casuslties resulting frem
the weeep totaled 127 killed, 21 captured, and numerous weapons and
asunition captured,

At approximately 0120 on the 16th PCF 19 on patrol near the coast
just pouth of the 17th parallel reported it was roceiving zocket shore
five, Corzurications with the Swift boat were lost shortly thereafter
and USCRC POINT DUNE which wes cruising nearby reported observing two
rockets fired at the craft with one near miss ond a direct hit, The
Swift boat dissppeared from the FOINT DX 's radar in about twe mimutes
as she was proceeding to the scens, Two geriously wounded survivors
wexe rescued by the Coast Guard cutter and five other Nevymen from PCF
19 were lost, later the POINT DWME, PCF 12, USS BOSTON (CaG 1) and
AS HOBART were sttacked by unidentified jet eiveraft and/or helicopters.
Alr Poree and ¥avy pilots reported downing several enery helicopters and
dastraying others on the ground, howsver no hard evidence of the presence
of Horth Vietnsmese helicopters has been discovered, Reports of heli-
copter sightings at night by HARKET TIFE units and Marine observers
ashore have continued throughout the rest of the month, The incident

is stild) being investipated by the Seventh Fleet,
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RIVER PATROL FORCE SUEY R w
sure 1500 e j

In sarly June, intelligence indicated that the Viet Cong planned

to move segments of their existing forces in IV Corps to support their
continuing pressure on the Capitel Military District (CMD) of Saigon/ wm;_i* d}
Cholon and its environs, As the month conbinued indications of increcased e %
Viet Cong 'activity vere prevzlent, CAME WARDEN urits continued their j
daily round-the-clock patrols and were poised to meet any new enemy ° 4
threats, Enevy hafrassment decreased on the Bassacj however, ambushes o
contimed on the central My Tho and upper Ham Luong rivers, ‘
In the RSSZ there was a definite rise in the number of in%idents e

involving PBRs, sircraft and evading sampans, Wwhere there had been an »
average of five incidents per month for the past three months the num-

ber increased three<fold, To counter the Viet Cong movement toward,

and the enery threat againsi, the CKD, JAME WARDEH opers*icns were

extended to provide one river section cf PEPs to patrol the Dong Nai

River between Nha Be and the Long Binh Bridge northeast of Saieon,

SEALs also cormenced ope rations for the firct tire along the water-

ways to the east of Saizon,

Four PBR creumen were killed in t.o separate firefightswhen their , ,.' ' _'
patrol craft were attacked by enemy gunaers, A PEL was destroyed during ERSRp
one of the engagements - the eighthPBR lost in combat,

GAME WARDEN support to RF/PF/PRT iroops continued as the Vietnarese

units exhibited more aggressiveness ané conducted nore frequent oper-tions

against the Viet Cong, In one instance, on 21 June, with PER's and

)
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Navy armad helicopters providing cover suppcrt, 90 PiU's stoxmed a
Viet Cong prison camp 8 mi}es west of long Toan, near t he mouth of

the Bassac River, The whirlwind attack ctlminated in the release of
29 Vietramese priscners, Unfortunately, as the tide of the battle
turned ageinst the Viet Cong prison guards they fired on the prisoners
killing four and wounding eight,

On 6 Juns 2 PBR patrol received heavy automatic weapons fire
from four enemy positions on Tau Dinh Island oh the lower Bassac,

The patrol was unable to suppress the fire that killed GMG2 Hitchell
A, WENTZ, USR and sexiously wounded one other,

On 8 June PBR 750, while on patrol on the ¥y Tho River about 2%
miles southeast of Cal Be, came under heavy rocket snd automatic weapons
fire, The boat was hit by a BehO rocket, wounding three crewmen and
causing minor damages On 21 June, PBR 750 was once asain the target
of enex;” fire in the same area, This time the Viet Cong achieved
devastating results, PBR 750 had pursued and captured an enemy ssmpan
that had evaded up a smpall canal off the My Tho River, A4s the patrol
boat cleared the canal, with the sampan in tow, the Viet Cong unleashed
a voluminous hail of rocket fire from ambush, Two rockets scored direct
hits on the bost setting it ablaze, The burning boat went out of eontral
and headed fo:- the beach and four more accurately fired B-4O rockets hit
the disabled craf’, As PBR 723, the cover boat, returned the enemy anto-

matic weapons fire, GMG2 FORD was observed, with his clotling ablaze,
Enclosure {2)
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pushing the wounded crewmen from the burning boat. The cover beoat
moved in and picked up two wounded PBR sailors, one Vi:tpamese national
policeman ard one Viet Cong suspect fram the water. %wo additional
PER!'s and four Kavy helicopters were on the scene in -bout 10 mimutes
and the enemy fire was suppressed., Three crewmen were still missing
and an intense search was initiated by nine additionzl PBRs and one
hundred Vietnzmese PF troops. The charred body of BML Scott G, DELPH,
USN was fourd in the cockpit of PBR 750 that had burned to the water-
line. The body of the patrol officer LT WILLIAM E, DENNIS, USN was
recovered from the water later thot evening; however, the body of GMG2
Patrick O, FOikD, USH was not found until 25 June., Casualties inflicted
upon the enemy were umdeteramined.

On 24 June; two "Seawolf" strikes conducted abowt 6 miles morth
of Sa Dec killed 18 Viet Cong, wounded 12 and destroyed 6 sampans,

On 25 Jun: PHERs and "Seawolves" teamed up and wourded 13 Viei
Cong in an action initiated when the Viet Cong attacked a PR patrol
conducting & psyop loud-speaker mission 6 miles east of Vinh Iong.

Tvo junks and three sampans were also destroyed with no friendly
casvalties,

On 26 June, on the Co Chien River, a SELL platoun ambushed two
sampans, about 5 miles north of Phu Vinh, killing eight Viet Cong.
Meanwhile, on the Bassac River, a SEAL platoon killed rour Viet Cong
and detained eight others in a raid on a smell village on Dung Island,
6 miles east of Long Phu. On 29 June SEALs patrolling on an island on

Enclosure (2)
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At the close of the month there were 193 PBRs in country,

the Co Chien River, 7 miles northwest of Phu Vinh, encountered and

CONFIDBETTAL
killed § Viet Cong,
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RIVERINE ASSAUIT FORCE SUMMARY
June 1968

The early days of June were charactexrized by very light and spora-
dic contact with the eneny, which was in sharp contrast tc the bitterly
contegted batiles fought during the previous month, Another MRF mile-
store was attaired when a third river asssult squadron ceommenced combat
operations, RAS 13, operating from the lNha A‘ii‘e Naval Base in Gia Dinh
Province, received its baptism under fire when it engaged the enemy on
16 June 6 miles svuthwest of Nha Be in the Rung Sat Special Zone, Casue
alties in the MRF were at the lowest level since November 1967 as U, S,
Navy forces had 2 wounded but no fatalities while U, S. Army forces
suffered 15 killed and 81 wounded, Cummlative enemy casvalties for the
nonth were 147 killed,

On 10 June riverine urdits of TF 117 were engeged in three separate
glashes with the Viet Cong rear Ben Tre in Kisn Hoa Province, The most
violent fighting took place just prior to sunset after riverine uaits
landed three companies of the l/h7th Infantry Battalion at beaches on
the Tal Phu Stream, I milcs soutbeast of Ben Tre, Three troop-laden
epery sampans were detected trying to cross the narrow streenm and weze
destroyed, Sixteen Viet Cong were killed in this action, while Navy
casualiies consisted of one sajlor wourded, Earlier, in a pre-dawn fire
fight along the Giazo Hoa Canal 5 miles northeast of Ben Tre, the assaulb
eraft killed four other Viet Corg when one of ithe U, I, Xavy boats was
ambushed with ereny rockets ard automatic weaporis from the heavily wooded

GROVP L Erclosure (3)
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canal barnk, There wers mine Navymen wounded {two serious) in the

engagement, Meanwhile, the MRF &ssault troops killed an additional ) ' -
25 gueyrillas, destroyed 139 bunkers and captured 11,000 rounds of .
snallearms ammunition, while having 9 Armymen: wounded,

In the most significant confrontation of the month, the MRF

engaged the Viet Cong in & serles of skimmishes about 10 miles west
of Can Tho in Phong Dinh Province, During the five-day speration e
(17=21 Juns) Zhe enexy left 82 combatants dead while friendly forces -
bad 4 soldiers killed and 38 Arvymen and 3 sailors wounded, The MRF -
units also captured 2 prisoners, 19 weapons and destroyed 39 bunkers, \ .. B
U NS
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SPECIAL HANDLING RBQUIRED
NO? RELEASABLE TO
FOREIGN NATIONALS

NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP SUMMARY
June 1968

During the m:;nth the Fleet Command had an average of 24.5 ships
availsble ard employed an average of 23.4. Those sldps provided 54
gunfire surport missions, At the same time the coastal force had an
awverage of 190 junks available amd employed an average of 188 of them,
The RAGs utilized an average of 170.1 of an average 175.2 available
craft during Jure. leanwhile, the six infi:ntry battalions and one ar-
tillery battalion of the VIMC, with USMC advissrs, were comitted to
operations 100 percent of the time.

Throughout the month, Task Force A, compogsed of the 1lst, 5th and

6th Infant}y Battalions, continued to operate in mortheast Saigon in

ST . e
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Operation TUAN THANG under the operational control of the Capital Mile
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itary Distriet. Tne battalions were bitterly oppossd on the lst and 2nd
of June near the Bien lAi Bridge on Ruoute £l crosaing the Saigon River,
butl, anerged viclorious with a total of 121 enemy dead and 7 captured in
those two days of fighting. Four Mzrines were killed, one drowned and

" 15 othsrs were wounded. On 1l June the 2nd Battalion was detached from
the Sixth Precilnct of Saigon and joined Task Force A, assuming an area

f:j:: of operations near the Newport Bridge on Route #1A in northeast Saigon.
The 18th of Jure found the lst and 6th Battalions again pitted against
" an aggressive enemy southwest of the Bien Loi Bridge. Having trapped
Enclosure (4)
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the Viet Cong, the marines repeatedly repulsed their attempts to break
- the encirclement. The results of the day's operations were:

K1Y YC/NVA
] KIA WIA KIA veg CHIEU HOI
? 19 €5 113 2

Gask Force By composed of the 3rd amd 4th Infantry Battalions,
cevtinued the TRUONG CONG DINH Carzaign in IV CTZ under the operatioml
coatrel of the Army of ths Republic of Vietnam 21st Division. Small
unit patrola characteri.ed the month's activities.

On 10 June the Vietramesme Navy (VNN) took command of 14 specialized
Us Se Navy river craft and assumed exclusive military responsibilities
that previously were held by U. S. Haval forces. Six of the “ats are
LCHMs, specially configured landing craft for cmin-drag minesweeping.
The boats are now couzarkiedy; operated ard supported by cfficers and men
of the Vietnumese Navy and perforn: the vital job of clearing mines from
the strategie long Tau River channel to Saigon. The LCKM: have augmented
the ten operating Vietnamese Mavy MLMSs that have been conducting mine
counter-measure operations on the Long Tau and Dong Hgai rivers.

The other eight river craft are PBRs identical to those utilized by
Operation GAME JakORN forces. The newly formed VNN River Patrol Group
51 currently patrols the Long Teu River along with the Task Force 116

units of CGAME WAADEN, The Viebtramese Navy PBRs ultimately vill join
Bnclosure (4)
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other U. S. units on the mjor rivers of the Delta as important adsitions
to the GAME WARDEN efforts to deny the use of strategic waterways to the
enemy and to ensurs their safe usage to the citizens of the Republic of
Vietnam,.

The first full company of Vietnamese Navy recruits (100) left Sai-
gon on 14 dJune for sight weeks of bawic training at the U. S. Maval
Recruit Training Center, San Diego, California., Two Vietnamese Navy
officers and three chief petty officers accompanied the hand-picked,
highly cotivated wolunteer redruits. Since the Tet Offensive the Viet-
namese Navy has been swamped with wlunteers and the recruit training
centers at Saigon and ilha Be have been overloaded, the recruits spending
weeks awaiting training, The recruits selected to attend HRTC San Diego
are all high school graduates, sgezk some English and at least half of
them hold 2-year college degrees, Preliminary training in Saigon included
drill, seamsnship and swimning, and a familiarization course in tinglish.
At HRTC San [iego, the recruits receive the same training as American
sailors, excapt for classes which deal with strictly U. S. interests
such as history, the Ue. S. Code of Conduct and military justice. DBesides
providing a pool of quelified men for possible future training at U. S.
Navy schools, their knowledge and understanding of American sailors will

enable them to work more closely with their U, 5. advisors,
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PSYCHOLOGICAL AND CIVIC AGTION OPERATIONS SR
June 1968 - ,__f
Psychological and eivic action operationg contimued to be "
actively pursued during the monthe The Viet Cong recognizing
the inroads being made by the Naval forces contimued to imtensify bt q
their counter-attacks, Forty-two per cent of the hroadcasting ;
missions conducted drew hostile fire, The majority of the incidents
occurred in the Delta, In one incident, PBRS and Navy "Seawolves” ¢
wounded 18 Viet Cong following an attack on a PBR patrol conducting } ’
a "peyop" speaker mission six miles east of Vinh Long, Captured -:' " L
Viet Cong priscaers and Hoi Chanhs frequently stated that in meny . *'
units troop morels wes low due to lack of food and the B=52 bombing
ralds, The intensification of the Chieu Hoi progrem was initiated . ' 1
to eapitalize on the reported Viet Cong morale problems. -2
In the field of civic action US/GVN image building continued
with over 12,000 VN patients recsiving treatment during MEDCAPS

conducted by USN and VNN personnels In one MEDCAP operation, TR e
; intelligence was received from villagers on the locaticn of two ‘:
f‘;‘*‘ arms caches and one Viet Cong defense platoon in the Binh Dai

h Secret Zone, During another, villagers provided information of two B @ -

Viet Cong suppliers. Intelligence sources reported that an increase ~_‘-3_j.::j RN

. .
SRR §

in Viet Cong pressure on the peninsula east of Qui WHhon was attributed

40 an active program conducted by VAN CG 22 and USK CUSDIV 15, The

. .
L Y A I )

Viel Cong conmtimued theitr attempts to counter medical and refugee

¥Enelasure (5)
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relief and cther civie action projects wiich have resulted in improved TR
relations between USN and VI personnel and villagers, -

On 10 June speeding PBRs medically evacuating a pregnant Vietnamese

woman to the hospital lost the race to the stork, The birth of the fourth
Vietnauese baby on a PER was wituessed, On a px:cvious incident, in honor
of the PBER sailors there is now one Vietnamese child in the Delta with the
middle nare of "PER,"

2 Enclewure (5) .
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USN_STATISTICAL SUMMARY

June 1
MARKET TIME GAME WARDEN
Detections 'y 2 »
Inspections L7,5uk 31,233
Boardings 23,851 51,779
Craft detained * iy
Persons detained 1,286 1,062
Viet Cong suspects 9 350
Hostile rire incidents 30 75
Enemy casueltiest
a, Killed 47 (78 prob) 89
b, Vounded 8 (10 prob) ?
¢, Captured 2 e
USN casualtiesst
2, Killed 1 L
b, Wounded 3 L3
¢. Csptured 0 0
d, NMissing 0 0
Enemy material lossess
" 84 Destroyed:
gl) Junks or sampans 101 95
2) Structures 208 22
b, Captured
(1) Junks or sawpans * 0
(2) weapons * 1 65/1Ind
(3) Ammunition (rounds) * 0
(4) Rice (tons) * 0
Co Damageds
(1) Jurks or sampans 79 136
(2) Structures Lo3 22}
USK material lossess
8. Destroyed:
(1) Surface craft 1 1
(2) Halicopters 0 0
b, Damaged:
(1) Surface craft 1 9
{2) Helicopters 0 9
SAR misslons 3# *
Remarkss '

% # Information nots&pplicable or not available this date,

#+ @ncludes 1) grenades and 1 mine,

GROUP L
DOWIGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVAIS
DECIASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS

Mobile Piverine Force

1

e et

»*
*
%*
0
2hs
¥*
*
147
*
6

0 USN/1S UBA
2l USN/8L USA
0 e 2

0 .

80
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19,170
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j:,- COASTAL FORCE Junks Paople Junks
I 25,Th0 89,811 9
e II ¥ 25,380 80,793 25
II N 15,09 43,392 0

Iv 32 55369 19,713 0
Sub=totals 70,579 233,709 34

FLERT COMMAND
PATROL SHIPS 2,217 10,381 16

RIVERINE AREA
CRAFT 95435 32,264 0

; JOTALS 82,231 276,354 50
VIETHAMPSE MARIKE CORPS:
VC/NVA:  KIA 294 WG CAPTURED 182 VG SUSPECTS 8
: VIR KIA 26 WIA 196
YsiGs WIA 1

Remrks:

month,

GROUP 4
Downgraded at 3 year intervals
Declassified after 12 years
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VHN/VIBC STATISTICAL SUMMARY
June 19
" VIETUAHISE NAVY: "
Searched Detained

People
263

517
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33 Hol Chanhs rallied to the GVN during Operation TIAN THANG this
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USN_CIVIC ACTION STATISTICAL SUMMARY L.

June 1960

PROGRAM s

Economic Development 33
Education L7
Social ¥alfare 601
Transporsation }
Refugee Agsistance Support 73

TOTAL 758

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTICNS

INSTITUTES ASSISTEDs

Nurrber

ST

.........

35,000 °
829,857 s
1p50,047

55,500

Schools

Hospital.s/dispensaries

Orphanages
Others

— a

23
n
3

PERCENT OF U, S, CIVIC ACTION PROJEGTS CONDUCTED JOILTTLY WITH:

125,970 A
e

Othexr FIMAF
RVNAT
U, S, civilian voluntary agencies

Average pevcent of selfehelp by VN civilians

Percent

37.5
1600
€9.5
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