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COASTAL SURVFILLANCE FORCE SUMMARY STAS:\ FORCE 1152
April

MAKKET TIME patrol undts in the four Coastal Zones maintained excel-

lent patrol effectiveness during April as the weather contimed to be wood
throughout a high percentage of the month, Indipenous fishing activity
and coastal cargo traffic returned to near rormal proportiong during the
month with a corresponding high level of routine MARKET TIME activity,

In April MARKET TIME urits detected 6,543 junks and sampaus; 27,216
of these were inspected and 9,807 were boarded, The boardings resulted
in the detention of 523 suspicious persons, In addition, 1,256 steel-
hulled craft were dstected transitting MARKET TIMF areas during the month,
The month's activity also included providing numerous extiltration/infile
tration patrols in support of ground operations, 22 naval gunfire support
rissions and 27 hostile fire incidents, A& a result of these operations,
37 enemy structures and 12 junks were destroyed, In addition, L6 Viet
Cong were killed (eisht probable),

On 1 April MAEKET TIKF air surveillance forces cuffered the loss of
a P3B Orion and its crew whsn a Patrol Squadron TWkENTY=SIX aircraft crashed
at sea, five niles south of An Thoi on Phu Quoc Island in the Gulf of
Thailand, The aircraft, operating out of U Tapao, Thallaind, was on a
routine MARXKET TIME patrol when the Cozstal Surveillance Center at An Thol
requested assistance in establishing visual reconnaissance of a Cambodian
1SSL which was reported to be offloading car: o to sampans near the Cambodian
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Inland of Hon Doc in the Oulf of Thailand, The aircraft responded to the
request and moments later reported it had received hostile fire and intended
to ditch, The aircraft was observed with its outboard starboard engine on
fire, a large hole in the outer section of the starboard wing and both star-
board engines feathered as it passed over the southern tip of Phu Qouc
Island, SAR and salvage operations commenced immediately after the crash,
T&n were N0 survivors among the 12 crewmembsrs and at month's end a tho-
rough investigation of the salvaged wreckage was being conducted,

During the afternoon of the 3rd, USCGC ANDROSCOQOIN (WHEC 68) conducted
a naval gunfire mission against an estimated enemy battalion 36 miles nerth-
northesast of Ca Mau Point near the coast of the Culf of Thalland, Responding
to corrections transmitted by an airborne spotter, the cutter killed six
Viet Cong, wounded four others, destroyed five structures and damaged an
additional 15,

On the 6th PCFs 21 and 99 observed approximately 100 people unloading
sspans along the beach 19 miles northenorthweet of Danang, The Swift
boats utilised their loudspeakers in an attempt to summon the people to
the PCFs for interrogation with negative results, The Swifts then notified
1st MARDIV authorities of the situation and were requested to cormence a
naval gunfire mission immediately, The mission resulted in the death of
three Viet Cong,

USCAC MINNETONKA (WHEC 67) provided S-inch naval gunfire against an
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enexy position 3l miles north of Ca Mau Point on the 11th, Utilising an
airborne spotter, the cutter destroyed one sampan and killed two Viet
Cong, In another mission in the same general area on the 15th, MINNETONKA
destroyed eight stxuctures and two sssmpans,

Also on the 15th, a special PCF naval gunfire element consisting of
four PCFs conducted an intenzive gunfire mission on an area of extensive
Viet Cong bunkers, firing pesitions and structures 43 miles northwest of
Rach 0ia on the coast of the Gulf of Thailand, The ares, which had been
the scens of numerous hostile fire incidents in recent weeks, was saturated
vith &l-tm mortars and SO caliber machine-gun fire, An airborne spotter
reported all rounds on target, destroying L5 structures and killing one
Viet Cong (probshle),

From the 20th to the 27th of April, a combined operation was held in
the Qui ¥hen vicinity, While ROK Axwmy forces swept the area, U, S5, naval
forces utilising PCFs and PBRs provided blocking patrols, The successful
operation, which also utilised helicopter gunships, artillery, attack air-
eraft and landing craft, resulted in more than 200 enesyy troops being
killed and 76 others ceptured, In addition, 90 individual weapons and 1l
crew=served weapons wers captured,
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RIVER PATROL FORCE SUMMARY

The proliferstion of enemy autamatic weapons and rockets was evidenced
in the Viet Cong attacks fram ambush against Navy units and cosmercial ship-
ping, GAME VARDEN units were directed to institute ag ressive reasures
against the enemy to offset any attempt by the enemy to increase his terpo
of operations to enhance his position in any possible future negotiations,
Mineswveepers made repeated recoveries of electrical wire during sweeps on
the Long Tau River, indicating a possible step up in enery mining efforts,
Four free=floating mines were found on the Long Tau, about four miles
southeast of Fha Be, on 28 April, The mines were identical in design to
those found in February and brings to 10 the mumber detected, On 26 April,
while on a Long Tau minesweeping patrol, a ICMM was ambushed by the Viet
Cong, One U, S, Navyman was wounded, one VNN ICMM=trainee was killed and
three other trainees were wounded in the attack, The enemy fire was sup-
pressed by return fire Ifrom the minesweeper and a PER patrol, The commer-
cial tug MICHAEL (Alaskan Barge and Tug Company) and the S5 TULANE VICTORY
(MSTS) were attacked by enemy forces on separats occasions, On 7 April
the MICHAEL was hit by rockets and automatic-weapons on the My Tho river,
about eight miles north of Vinh Long, The Master and Mate were killed in
the attack, PBRs, responding to the attack, arrived on the scene 15 minutes
later and escorted the tug clear of the ambush area, On 25 April S TULANE
VICTORY was hit, six miles southeast of Nha Be on the Long Tau, while en
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route to Saigon, The ship received at least two RPGe=7 rocket hits, plus
heavy autamatice-weapons fire, along the starboard side, Peretration darmsge
was sustained in five positions and the starboard life boat was heavily
damaged, There were no personnel casualties, PBRs, Navy "Seawolves" and
Amy helicopters converged on the enemy firing positions and suppresced

the fire shortly after the attack began, OAME WARDEN units supported the
ROKA Operation, MAENG HO II, on the Qui Nhon peninsula in II Corps Tactical
Zone, markinz thelr first entry into this theater of operations, River
Section 532 and USS HUNTERDCN GOURTY (LST €38) provided blocking forces

for the Korean ground sweep, conducted 20-26 April, and resulted in 206
Viet Cong killed and 76 captured, There were no 1I" 116 casualties, Oeneral
KIM, Chief of Staff, ROKA, visiting Xorean forces in Victnam, advised that
camplete success of oparations occurred only as a direct result of the
presence of PER and MARKET TIME undts in blocking the waterways,

On 12 April PBrs, "Seawulves" and an LiT supported & FF/KF ground
operation 15 miles southeast of Can Tho alons the Von- Canal, The troops
were landed by PER and contact with the Viet Cong was immediately made, In
the ensuing ground {ighting, 11 Viet Cong were killed and 10 wsre captured,
The most sionificant accomplislment of the seven<hour operation was the
1liberation of 3 Vietnamese prisoners found chained in buunkers when the
ground troops overran a Viet Cong prison camp,

On 24 April a Mark Il PBR was sunk while transitting the Ben Tre/Chet
Enclosure (2)
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8Say Canal, The incident occurred as ihe four-boat task unit was attacked
by the Viet Cong with heavy B-40 and automatic-wespons fire, seven miles
southwest of My Tho, PER 7=12 was disabled by two rocket hits and beached,
An attempt was made to tow the boat from the attack area, however, it
repidly flooded and sank in 35 feet of water, Immedlate salvage wes not
considered possible due to the lack of installed {lo%ation material, com-
pounded by the fact that the sinking occurred in a Viet Congecontrolled
area, The hulk was destrgyed by alrcraft bombing to preclude subsequent
salvage by the enexy, During the action, all boats suffered battle damage
and eight PER sailors were wounded--one seriously,
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RIVERING ASSAULT FRCE SUMIARY
April 1968

Task Force 117 operutions during the month of April consisted pri-
marily of su;porting the 2nd Srigade of the Us 5o GINTH Infantry Divi-
son's participation in Jperation TRUONG CING UINH,.

on 4 April the MtF launched a two-battalion reconnaissance-in-f>rce
operation in Truc Giang and Glong Trom districts of Yien Hoa province
against the viet Cong 516th “ain Force zattalion and the 560th Local
Force company. About 0840 that morning, as units of liver ‘issault S5quad=-
ron lINk, with troops of the 3/47th and 3/60th Infantry dattalions em-
barked, were proceeding west along the 3a Lai river, they were ambushzd
four miles northeast of Sen Tre. 3hort of their design:ted landing beaches
the riverine column was struck with rockets, autom:tic weapons and small
arms from a heavily wooded area on both sides of the river. In spite of
the heavy casualties, Lhe boats landed their troops in the face of intense
eonemy fire, and a violent fire fight ensued. The HPG=7 (B=41l) rockets
damaged three monitors, six troop carriers and two A5P3s. Flierce, but
sporadic, contacts with the enemy continued until 7 April, when RiDs 91
and 92, with their assigned infantrymen, returned to the B that evening.
aAhile the friendly forces killed 102 Viet Cong and captured four prison-
ers in the action, the four-day operstion was a ecostly one for the iir'e
Thirty-one U. 5. personnel were killed, three of whom were “avymen, and
152 were wounded, including 36 sailors and two U, 5. Marines. n l4=15 April
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the MRF culminated a successful two-day operation in Giong Trom district
of Kien Hoa province, killing 16 Viet Cony, destroying 223 bunkers, and
discovering a large ammunition cache, The cache contained 152 grenades,
102 rocksts/recoilless-rifle rounds, four xines, and over 12,000 rounds

of smallearme armunition, On 15 April USS BENFWAH (APB 35) and USS TOM
QREEN COUNTY (LST 1159), anchored with the MRB in the Mekong river seven
xiles southeast of My Tho, were struck with several 57/75-mm recoilless-
rifle rounds and sustained minor damace, There were no fatalities, however,
1k Mavyrmen and four soldiers were wounded in the attack, On 1718 April
the MRF continued Operation TRUONO CONG DINH in the Long Dinh and Cai Lay
distriets of Dinh Tuong provincs to locate and destroy the Viet Cong Sllith
Main Foroe Battalion, The Viet Cong suffered heavy casualties, losing 98
combatants, nine wespons, eight tons of rice and 239 bunkers to the assault
forces of the MRF, Friendly forces lost four soldiers killed and 30 Armymen
wounded, On 23=-2; April the MRF, in coordination and cooperation with the
2nd Battalion of the Vietnamese Marine Corps, conducted a three-battalion
reconnalscance=in-force operation in Giao Duc district of Dinh Tuong
province in search of the Viet Cong 502 Battalion, 7The cumulative results
of the two-day operation were 61 Viet Cong killed, two wounded and two more
captured, while friendly forces lost one U, S, soldier and four Vietnamese
Marines, There were three lavymen, six Ammy soldiers and 27 Vietnamese

Marines wounded,
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SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED
NOT RALLEASABLL TO
PORLIGN RATIONALS

NAVAL ADVISJURY GROUP SUMMARY
April 1968

During the month the Fleet Command had a daily average of 25 ships

available and employed an average of 22 daily., These ships provided 49
gunfire support missions., At the same time the Coastal Force lhad an
average of 178,7 junks available and employed an average of 166.1 of them
daily, The iAGe utilized 133.8 of their 141,7 available craft during
April, EHeanwhile the six infantry battalions and one artillery battalion
of the VNMC were committed to operations 100 percent of the time, Task
Force A, composed of the 4th, 5th and é6th Infantry battalions, remained
under the operational control of the Capital Military District, experi-
encing slight enemy contact. On 2 April the 5th Infantry Battalion went
to the base camp at Thu uec as a ready reaction force end the lst Bat-
talion Joined the Task Force. un 8 April, the 4th battalion returned to
their base at vung Tau and the 5th Battalion rejoined Task Force A, Task
Force 8, in the first half of April, was composed of the 2rnd and 3rd 3at-
talions and operated under the operational control of the ARVN 2lst Infane
try Civieion in IV Corps Tactical Zome., On 16 April the 4th sattalion was
deployed to IV Corps Tactical Zone tc relieve the 2nd Infantry Battalion
which augmented the /RF as a two=company ready reaction posture for air
mobility on 17 April.
Increased employment of VNN craft and ARVN forces in ofrfensive
enclosure (4)
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operations during /ipril achieved outstanding success with unprecedented
results., Operations of the T.UING C.NC DINH series in particular com=
oined the infantry power of the AiVN 7th Livision and U, 5. ray troops
with the mobility of RAGs 21/33 and 23/31 river craft and Vil Fleet Com=-
mand ships., Three such operations were TiUJHC C NG UINH 7/10/7, 4=7 Ap=
ril, on Jc Island in the Ham Luong river; TiU)W C.uG UINH 7/50/7, 7=10
April, in binh Twong province, between sa 1ec and vinh long; and TRU NG
CONG ULNH 5D/7/10, 17=19 4pril, in Uinh Tuwong province, seven ailes north-
west of Long Tam., These combined forces operations netted a total of 234
Viet Cong killed, 31 of the enemy captured anu 31 suspects detained, U, 5o
and ARVN forces suffered 63 killed and 304 wounded; there were no Vill cas-
ualties. During each operation, the ..U craft and leet LCommnd ships
carried the troops to the area of operations, inserted them, then condue-
ted blocking and patrolling operations, providing gunfire and medevac
support. In addition to the rusults stited .bove, a lengthy list of
eneny weapons and ammunition, communications and diving eculpment, bun-
kers and numerous o\ ner enemy supplles were captured or destroyed. ive
AAVN soldiers were liberated during Jperation TRU NG COiG . HH T/5D/7.
Continued daily opsrations, smaller in niture, were carried osut by thre
RAGs and VRN eraft that pruned the cnemy from their positions on the
highways of the lelta; i.e., the rivers, stresms and cunals. Just such

action took place on 1€ ~ .ril when HAG 21 units inserted RVi. forces on
cneclosure (4)
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Thoi Son Island, in the iy Tho river. As two Infantry usuttalions closed
from the north and south of the island, the .uC craft provided the bloc«ing
force to the northe Two Vviet Uong were killsd, six of the encuy were cap-
tured, including two female cadre, and another tnree suspects werc de=-
tained; one Vil sailor was wounded., Illustrative also of the /. Coastal
Group efforts in combined action was Jperation Lnl 5N 214, 19-22 . pril,
Conducted in Thua Thien province, I Corps Tactical Zone, Coastel Group 12
Junks, local forces, a U. 5. /Iy opecial Forces company ard a Us o, Ha=
rine Corps conmpany killed 40 Viet Cong; 10 Viet .ong were captured and
eight suspects were detained. .ine LV soldiers were killed znd 21

wounded; there were no other friendly casualties.
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Psyehological and Civie /ction Jperations
April 1968

With the emphasis on offensive operations by tactical units, psyops
personnel followed suit by a stepped up increase in loudspeaker broad-
casts, #ith the majority of programmed psyops ecuipment now in country
and installed, the naval units were aocle to reach a grester nuuber of
listeners. Ultimtely each PCF in TF 115 will be equipped with a 250-
watt speaker and cartridge tape recorder; each P3Z river section in TP
116 will have one 250-watt and five 25-watt units plus a cartridge tape
recorder for each; and in TF 117 chere will be three 250-watt units with
cartridge tape recorders. In TF 117, tactical psyops, i.e., directed
against enemy troops, showed a marked increasse as u result of the assign-
ment of lavy poyops personnel to CTF 117 staff., Previously all support
was provided by the Us Se. irmy. In consonance with President JOHKSON's
speech on 31 Jdarch and in keeping with policy established by <ashington
concerning the President's initiative and possible peace talks, a program
was developed to keep the people of South Vietnam currently informed on
the factual developments of the peace talk negotiations. Jurface and
aerial speaker broadcasts and leaflet distribution wus the selected media
for the dissemination of informstion,

In the area of civic action naval units continued to assist the
people of South Vietnam in the recovery from the Tet ffensive, Iusal
units contributed §4,359 to the Tet iggcression .ielief ‘roject (TARF),
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As part of the TARP effort the NAVSUPP/CT Danang formmlated plans to
assist in the construction of approximately 30,000 homes in Hue for
refugees. In the Delta the idiver Patrol Force constructed a school and
purchased ¢lasgsroom equipment and school supplies for refugee children
in the Can Tho area. The conduct of !MLDCiPs continued to be svidenced
throughout the itepublic as navy units in a spirit of friendship traveled

to the villages and hamlets to bring medical assistance to thwse in need,
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USN STATISTICAL SUMIARY

April 1968

UNCLASSIFIED

MARK.T TIME GAME WARDEN Mobile riverine Force

Detections 67,199

Inspections 28,144
Boardings 9,875
Craft detained *
Persons detained 523
Viet Cong suspects 2
Hostile fire incidents 27
Lnemy casualties:
- 99 Killed
b, Wounded
ce. Captured
USN casuxlties:

46 (8 prob.g

l

e Killed 0
0

0

0

22 (12 prob,

Dbe Wounded
c. Captured
de M-sing
Eneny material losses:
a. Destroyed:
(1; Junks or saupans
(2) Structures
be Captured:
(1) Junks or sampans
(2) weapons
(3) Amaunition (rounds)
(4) kice (tons)
ce Damaged:
(1) Junks or sampans
(2) Structures
USN material losses:
a. Destroyed:
(1) Surface craft
(2) Helicopters
be Damaged:
(1) Surface craft
(2) Helicopters
SAR missions

EB +usx 48

x O

* %W

Remarks:

98,445
24,677
51,365
16

938

b5

97

106
L
3

cobn

38

3
#*
*

21

% % O %

285
1
1

3 USN/34 USA/L VieiC
66 USN/170 USA/28 VG

0

1 UsA

2 .
1,665 L

)
1L3*%
12,365%™*
10

0
0

# Information not applicable or not available this date.,

## Includes 1lll grenades and six aines.

### [ncludes 115 mortar, rocket and recoilless-rifle rounds.
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VNN/VNMC STATISTICAL SUMMARY

A
VIETNAMESE KAVY:
Searched Detained
Junks People Junks People
Coastal Porce
INZ 15,650 50,75k 14 195
IINZ 14,25 k5,09 17 175
III K2 8,585 31,327 0 2
IV NZ Ly555 1,71 0 0
Subetotals 43,105 141,883 g1 372
Fleet Cosmand
Patrol Shipe 2,368 95355 1 16
Riverine Area
T Craft 3,962 15,202 0 2
Totals 49,435 166,L40 32 Lo9

VIETNAMESE MARINE COKRPSt

VC/AVAT T2 KIA ] Captured 38 Suspeects detained

VINCs 10 KA 68 vIA
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USN CIVIC ACTiol STATISTICAL SUANRY

April 1968%

PROGIRAMS s
Man Days ngnmagv;@)
keonomic Development 4 42,000
tdueation 69 77,403
Social velfare 315 1,071,022
Transportation 10 0
Refugee issistance Support L5 19,470
TOTALS 445 1,209,895
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIUNS: 98,294

INSTITUTES ASSiSTD:

Humber
Schools >2
Hospitals/dispensaries 16
Qrphanages 13
Others 5

JF U, oy CIVIC ACTIUN PROJLOTS CONDUCTLD JOINTLY JITH:

Percent
Other FWMAF 15
RVNAF 33
Ue Se civilian voluntary agencies 6
Average psrcent of self-help by VN eivilians 59

Remarks:

* Reporting period is 26 !arch = 25 April. This is the new format
for the USN Civie Action Stutistical summary.,
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