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COASTAL SDRYFJLIJLNCE FORCE SOSUKt (TASK FORCE 115) 
 April IW}  

MARKET TIME patrol uidta In the four Coastal Zones maintained excel- 

lent patrol effectireness during April as the weather continued to be   -ood 

throughout a high percentage of the month,    Indi^tnous iishi-i, activity 

and coastal cargo traffic returned to near normal proportions during the 

month with a corresponding high level of routine MARKET TIKE activity. 

In April MARKET TIME units detected 66#5U3 Junks and saaipana) 27,216 

of these were inspected and 9,807 were boarded.   The boardings resulted 

in the detention of 523 suspioious persons.    In addition, 1,256 steel- 

hulled craft were detected transit ting MARKET TIMF areas during the month. 

The monthU nctiviV also included proriding numerous exl'iltration/infil« 

tzmtion patrolä in support of ground operations, 2k2 naval gunfire support 

missions and 27 hostile fire incidents.    As a result of these operations, 

37 ensny structures and 12 junks were destroyed.   In addition, 1^6 Viet 

Cong were killed (eirht probable). 

On 1 April MARKET TIKE air surveillance forces suffered the loss of 

a P3B Orion and its crew irh«n a Patrol Squadron TWSUTT-filX aircraft crashed 

at sea, five miles south of An Thoi on Phu Quoe Island in the    ulf of 

Thailand,   The aircraft, operating out of 0 Tapao, Thailöüd, waö on a 

routine MARKET TIME patrol vhen the Coastal Surveillance Center at An Thoi 

requested assistance in establishing visual reconnaissance of a Cambodian 

I£SL which was reported to be offloading car :o to sampans near the Cambodian 
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Island of Hon Doe in tho Qulf of Thailand. Tho aircraft raapondad to the 

requttst and r onento later reported it had reoeived hostile fire and intended 

to ditch« The aircraft was obaerred «1th its outboard staxtoard engine on 

fire« a large hole in tha outer section of the starboard wing and both «tar- 

board enginea feathered aa it pessed over the southern tip of Phu Qo«c 

Island, SAR and ealvage cperatioüa commenced imnediately after the craah« 

There eere no survivors among the 12 crewsiesibere and at month's end a tho- 

rough investigation of the salvaged ereckage «aa being conducted. 

During the afternoon of the 3rd, ÜSCOC ANDHOSCOGOIN (WHEC 68) conducted 

a naval gunfire nisslon against an estimated eneaqr battalion 36 irdlea north- 

northeast of Ca Man Point near the coeat of the Gulf of Thailand. Reeponding 

to correctlona tranandtted by an airborne spotter, the cutter killed six 

Viet Cong, «onnded four others, destroyed five etrvctures and dana 'ed an 

addiUonal l$m 

On the 6th Ptr's 21 and 99  observed approximately 100 people unloading 

swysns along the beach 19 niles north-northveet of Danang. Tha Swift 

boats utilised their loodspeskers in an attaapt to awaion tha people to 

the PCPs for interrogation «1th ne ative results. Tha S«ifta then notified 

1st MARDIV authorities of the situation and «ere requested to ccraence a 

naval gunfire niaaion irwediately. The r ission resulted in the death of 

three Viet Cong. 

USCQC MINMETOMKA (WHEC 6?) provided 5-inch naval gunfire agalnat an 
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tnaqr position 3U «nile» north of Ca Man Point on the 11th, Utilising an 

airborne spotter« the cutter deetroyed one «».pan and killed two Viet 

Cong, In another niaeion in the sane general area on the 15th, KIKMETOKKA 

deetroyed eight strueturee and tue aaspans. 

Also on the l$tht a special PCF naral gunfire elenent consisting of 

four PCFs conducted an Intenaive gunfire Mission on an area of eztenaiTe 

Viet Cong bunkere, firing positions and etniotures hj miles northweet of 

Rach Ola on the coast of the Oulf of Thailand, Tho area, which had been 

the scene of maaerotts hostile firs incidents in recent weeks, was saturated 

with öl-c» aortara and «So caliber waehine-gun fire. An airboroe spotter 

reported all rounds on target, destrojing kS etructures and killing one 

Viet Cong (probable). 

Proa the 20th to the 27th of April, a eoablned operation was held in 

the Qoi Mhsa vicinity. While KOK Angr forces swept the area, U. 8, naval 

forces utilising PCFs sad PBHs provided blocking patrola« The euoceaaful 

operation, which also utilised helicopter gunships« artillery, attack air- 

craft and landing craft, resulted in sore than 200 eneujr troops being 

killed and 76 other» captured. In addition, 90 individual woapona and lU 

crsw-sorved weapons were captured« 
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RIVES PATROL fQRCE SUMKAKT 
April I960 

The proliferation of enemy automatic weapons and rocket« wee evidenced 

in the Viet Cong attacks fron ambush a ainst Navy unite and commercial  ship- 

ping«   GAHE ^'AKTSN iinite ware directed to institute aggressive measures 

•gainst the enemy to offset aqy attenpt by ti e enemy to increase his tempo 

of operations to enhance his position in aqy possible future negotiations« 

KLnesveepere made repeated recoveries of electrical wire daring sweeps on 

the Long Ten River, indiceting a possible step up in enemy mining efforts« 

Four free-floating mlnee were found on the Long Tau, about four milee 

southeast of Rha Be, on 26 April.   The nines were identical in design to 

those found in Februaxy and brings to 10 the number detected«   On 26 April, 

while on e Long Tau mineeweeping petrol, a LCKM was ambushed by the Viet 

Cong«    On« U« S. Navyman was wounded, one VNh LCKH-trainee was killed and 

three other trainees were wounded in the attack«   The enemy fire was sup- 

pressed by return fire frosi the minesweeper and a ?hh patrol«   The ccesner- 

cisl tug MICRAEL (Alaekan Barge and Tug Company) and the 8S TULANE VICTORY 

(KSTS) were et tacked by enemy forces on separate occasions«   On 7 April 

the MICHAIL was hit by rockete and aatoatatie-weapone on the Ky Tho river, 

about eight isiles north of Vinh Long«   The Master and Mate were killed in 

the attack«    Pfifis, responding to the attack, arrived on the scene 1$ minutes 

later and eeeorted the tug dear of the ambush area«    On 2$ April S;   TULANE 

VICTORI was hit, six miles southeast of Nha Be on the Long Tau, while en 
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route to Saigon«      ne chip received at least two RPO-7 rocket hits, plua 

heavy autoeiiitlo-veapons fire« along the starboard side«    Penetration damage 

was vustained in five position« and the starboard life boat was heavily 

damaged«    There were no personnel casualties.    PBRs, Navy "Seawolves1* and 

Axny helicopters converfted on the er-MMny firing positions and suppresned 

the fire shortly after the attack began,    GANS   'AÜSN units supported the 

ROKA Operation, HASOT HO II, on the Qui Nhon peninsula in II Corps Tactical 

Zone, n.-rki..    their first entry into this theater of operations.   River 

Section 532 and DSS HDNTEKDCM COUOTI (LST 636) provided blocking forces 

for the Korean ground sweep, conducted 20-26 April, and resulted in 206 

Viet Cong killed and 76 captured.   There were no IP 116 casualties,    "eneral 

KIM, Chief of Staff, KOKA, visiting Korean forces in Vietnam, advised that 

oaspXete success of operations occurred only as a direct result of the 

presence of PER and MARKET TIME unite in blocking the waterways. 

On 12 April PBRs,  "SeaK^lves" and an LüT supported a PZ/KF ground 

operation 15 D.iloa southeast of Can Tho alone the Von   Canal.   The troops 

were landed by PBrt and contact with the Viet Cong was iivnediately nade. In 

the ensuing ground ri.ntiag, 11 Viet Cong were icille.i and 10 vsra captured. 

The most si id fie ant acoonolishnent of the seven-hour operation was the 

liberation of 3ii Vietnamese prisoners found chained in bunkers when the 

ground troops overran a »i^*. Cong prison camp. 

On 21* April a Mark II PAR was sunk while transitting the ben Tre/Chet 
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Sa;' Canal,   The Incldtnt oecurrad as Iha fou3>boat task unit vaa attaekad 

by tha Viet Cong with haavy B-Uo and aatcBatie-waapons CLv, sever, adlaa 

aouthveat of Hj Tho,    PBR 7*12 waa disabled by two rocket hita and beached. 

An attempt «as made to tcv the boat tram tha attack area« however, it 

rapidly flooded and sank in 35 foat of water,    Iimediate aalva^e vas not 

conaldared posaibla doe to the lack of inatailed flo^aiioo nateriol, cgn» 

pounded by the fact that the sinkin   occurred in a Viet Conf*controlled 

area.   The hulk uac deatrpyed by aircraft bcaibing to preclude subaequent 

aalvap^ fay the enemy«    During the action, all boats suffered battle aanr e 

and eight PBh sailors ware wounded-^ne seriously. 
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HlVaaiKfc. i>Ö^ULT .■ UL* .JiLl..  .1 r I *U 
April "1965" 

Task Force 117 aper.'.tions duriii£ the .-aanth of April consisted pri- 

aarll/ of supporting ths 2nd Jrigade of the U.  i. iMriTK Infantiy Uivi- 

son's participation in   >perotion TRlhWG ONG DINK. 

Jn 4 April the   UiF launched a two-battalion recsnnaissance-in-f^rce 

operation in True uiang and Giong Troni diatrixts of Kien lioa province 

against the  /let Cong 516th   ain Force Jattalion and the 560th Local 

Force conpsny*    About 081*0 that aorning, as units of   Civer    ssault  iquad- 

ron ..i't_, with troops of the 3/47th and 3/60th Infantry ^lattalijns em- 

barked, were proceeding «rest along the ja Lai rirer, they were .imbushBd 

four miles northeast of rten Tre»      'urt, of their designated landing beaches 

the riverine column was struck with rockets« autoa.tlc weapons and small 

arms from a heavily wooded area on both sides of the river«    In spite of 

the heavy casualties«  ehe ooats lunded their troops in the face of intense 

bimmy fire« and u violent fire fight ensued.    The KFG-»7 (d-41) rockets 

daoaged three monitors« eix troop carriers and two A3P3s.    Fierce« but 

sporadic« contacts with tne ene y continued until 7 npril« when .-v.i's 91 

and 92« with their assigned infantrynMn« returned to the MRB that evening. 

Midi» the friendly forces killed 1J2 Viet Cong and captured four prison- 

ers in the action« Ute four-day operation was a costly one for the MiiF* 

Thirty-one ü. S« personnel were killed« three of «(horn Mere   «avynsn« and 

152 were wounded« including 36 sailors and two U. 3. Marines,     m 14-15 April 
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the HBF eolninattd a successful two-<Uor operation In Glong Trost district 

of Klon Boa proTlnca, killing 16 Viot Cour, dostrot/inc 223 bunkers, and 

discovering a large anmnition cache«   The caohe contained 1$2 grenades, 

102 rocJcets/recoillesa-rifle rounds. Tour Klnes, and over 12*000 rounds 

of wall-srvs anronition.    On 1$ April USS BENFWAH (AP6 35) and Uüü TOM 

OBEfiN COCNTT (I£T 1155), anchored vith the HRB in the Mekong river seven 

riles southeast of My Tho, were struck vith several i>7/75-raa recoilless- 

rifle rounds and sustained adnor dara e.   There wert no fatalities, however, 

lit Wavyren and four soldiers were wounded In the attack.    On 17*18 April 

the MRF continued Operation IBUOWi CONO DINH In the Leng Dinh and Cal Laj 

district« of Dinh Tuong province to locate and destroy the Viet Cong 5li4th 

Main Foroe Battalion«   The .let Cong suffered heavy casualties, losing 96 

coBbatantB, nine weapons, eight tons of rice and 239 hunkers to the assault 

foroe« of the MRF«    Friendly forcee lost four soldiers killed and 30 ArvQmen 

wounded«   On 23-21* April the HBF, in coordination and cooperation with the 

2nd Battalion of the VietiiaMse Marine Coxps, conducted a three-battalion 

rec or naiacance-ii<-force operation in llao Duo die trie t of Dinh Tuong 

province in search of the Viet Conr $02 Battalion«    The cumulative rssults 

of the two-day operation were 6l Viet Cong killed, two wounded and two more 

captured, while friendly forces lost one U« S, soldier and four Vietnamese 

Marines«   There were three Navynen, six Amy soldiers and 27 Vietnsnese 

Marines wounded« 
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HAUL ADVIJJSX ajUP oJMrtASY 
April 1968 

During th» aonth the Fl««t Comand hod & daily arerag« of 25 ship« 

availabl« and eoplo/ed an average of 22 daily.    These ships provided 49 

gunfire support missions»    At the same ties the Coastal Force iad an 

average of 178«7 Junks available and eiaployed an average of Itc.l of thea 

daily.    The ^Gs utilised 133*8 of their 1U.7 available craft during 

April«    iieanwhile the six infantry battalions and one artillery battalion 

of the WMC wsre eoanitted to operations 100 percent of the tins.    Task 

Force A, oooposed of the 4th, 5th and 6th infantry iattalions, remained 

under the operational control of the Capital nilitary i'istriet, experi- 

encing slight «neuy contact,    -in 2 /pril the 5th Infantry dattalion went 

to the base oaap at fhu   uc as a ready reaction force tnd the 1st Jat- 

tallon Joined the lask lores.      a 8 april, ths 4th uattalion returned to 

their base at tang rau and the 5th iiattalion rejoined Task Force A.    Task 

Force Of in ths first half of April, was coaposed of the 2nd and 3rd bat- 

talions and operated under the operational control of the -U/«i 21 st Infan- 

try Division in IV Corps Tactical Zone.   On 16 April the 4th battalion was 

deployed to 1/ Corpe Tactical Zone to relieve the 2nd Infantry iiattalion 

which augmented the /lüF as a two-company ready reaction posture for air 

mobility on 17 April. 

Increased employment of 71ih craft and AH/N forces in offensive 
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opwratlons during April achieved outstanding success with unprecedented 

results.    Jpcratlons of the IHUJMG C.-UG D1NH series in p^rticiLUr coa- 

oined the infantry po^er of the /ut/N 7th ti/isim and U. ä«    r i,,- troops 

vd.th the üobility of HAGs 21/33 and 23/31 river craft *ad V?W ."'leet uaa- 

mand ships«    fhree auch operations were TBUOliC G^NG i INh 7/10/7, 4-7 Ap- 

ril, on Jc Isl&nd in the   xjn Uiong river; T.iU )NG C HUG DINH 7/si/T$ 7-10 

April,  in i-inh Puon^j province,  between ja   -ec and   v'inh long; end   IRU ;NG 

dhü L.INH Jj/l/l\)t 17-19 üpril, in i.inh Tuong pravince,  seven 3il«s north- 

west of ong Xaa«    These coobined forces operations netted a total of 234 

/let Coug killed, 31 of the eneqy captured and 31 suspects detained.    U. S« 

and AkVi forces suffered 63 killed and 304 wounded; there were no VlW 0 t- 

ualties.    During each operation, the OkO craft and . leet Coiaisand ships 

carried the troops to the area of operations,  inserted tnea,  then conduc- 

ted blocking und patrolling operations,  providing; gunfire and   x'devac 

support.    In addition to the results sUted    bove, a lengthy list of 

enemy weapons and aacaunition, coistnunieations and diving equipment, bun- 

kers and aUiiiercms oi iter enemy supplies ./sre captured or destroyed,    .ive 

AJAVN soldiers wur« liuerated duriag Operation RiU'NO C >KG \..M\ 7/iV/7, 

Continued daily operations,  satiller in a.ture, were carried out by ttm 

EACs and  JUa craft chat pruned the tneu^/ fr>a their positions on the 

highways of the islta; i.e., tne rivers,  8tx*«aas and canals.    Just such 

action took place on 16 A^ril when rLAG 21 units inserted . RVi'< forces on 
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Thoi Son island, in the   jy Tho river.    As twa Infantry battalions closed 

froa t^ie north and south of the island, the   LAG craft provided tho bliCKlng 

force to the north«    Two   Jiet Uong v*ere killöd,  six of the eneuj were cap- 

tured,  including two female cadre, and another tnree suspects ..er^ de- 

tained; one /Ni< sailor was wounded«    illustrative also of the   lldi Ccmstnl 

Group efforts in confined action was   JperHion LiJi 5M 214, 19-22    pril« 

Conducted in Ihua rhien province,  I corps Tactical ^>ne,   Coastal Group 12 

Junks, local forces, a U.  3« Arny special forces company arid a J«   >« Ma- 

rine Corps corapany killed 40 Viet Cong; 10  /iet ^ onp were captured and 

eight suspects were detained«     wine    SVN soldiers were  killt^l and 21 

wounded; there were no other friendly casualties« 
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P«ycholo#:ical agd civic /ction  )peratioii3 
April i960 

.<ith the emphasis on offensiv« operations b/ tactical unite, ps/opa 

personnel followed suit bj a step; ed up increase in loudspeaker broad- 

casts«    ..ith tiie aajorlty of prognuBned psyops eiuipjaeut now in country 

and installed, the naval units were »ole to reach a grvater nuiber of 

listeners.    Ultiantely each PCF in TP 115 will be equipped with a 250- 

watt speaker and cartridge tape recorder; each P&i river section in IP 

116 will have one 250-watt and five 25-wBtt units plus a cartridge tape 

recorder for each} aud in TF 117 ohere will be three 250-watt units with 

cartridge tape recordejrs«    In TP 117« tactical psyops, i.e., directed 

against eneny troops, showed a  asrked increase as u result of the assign- 

asnt of *avy poyops personnel to CTP 117 staff.    Previously all support 

was provided by the U. S«  -rayr.    in consonanee with President JJHJC^N's 

speech on 31   arch and In keeping with policy established uy <tashin£ton 

concerning the President's initiative and possihlo peace talks, a program 

wes dsvcloped to keep the people of oouth  .'iwtnaiH eurx-ently inforned on 

the factual developasnts of the peace talk negotiations.    Surface and 

aerial speaker broadcasts and leaflet distribution was t)ie selected raedia 

for the disseaination of inforoation. 

In the area of civic sctiin naval units continued to assist the 

people of Jouth /letiiaa In the recovery from Urn Tet ">ffensive.    Ma/al 

units contributed ^4,359 to the Tst ..£i;re8Sion  telief   roject (T-OiF). 
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As part of the JAÄP «ffort the IIAVSUPP' CT Da.Ang formulated plans to 

assist in the construction of ap^roxüaatelgr 30,000 hoiaes in    uc for 

rsfugses.    In the Delta the   aver Patrol Force constructed a school and 

purchased classroom equipment and school supplies for refugee children 

in the Can Tho area.    The conduct of MtDCAFs continuad to be evidenced 

throughout the uepublic as navy units in a spirit of friendship traveled 

to the  villages and haalets to bring aedical assistance to thjse in need« 
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April 19t)8 

MABIL.T TXAt    GAllb WAiUü^i .bbile iäverine Force 
Detections 67,799 98,445 « 
Lispectiona 28,144 24,677 * 
äoardlnga 9,875 51,365 * 
Craft detained • 16 « 
Gereone detained 523 938 a9 
Viet   oiit suspects 2 45 .f 

Hostile fire incidents 27 97 > 
i^neoy casualties i 

a.    Killed                  46 (8 prob.) 106 285 
b,    Mounded              22 (12 prob«) 40 1 
e.    Captured 1 13 11 

USU easuiLltiest 
a.    Killed 0 2 3 USV34 USA/4 ^NHC 
b.    Woundsd 0 49 66 IfcH/lTO Ü6A/28 Vci-'C 
c.    Captured 0 0 0 
d«    i-li'-.tting 0 0 1 USA 

iuMoqr asterial losseet 
a«    Destroyed: 

(2) structures 
12 158 2 
37 290 1,665 

ba    Captured: 
(1; Junks or saapans * 16 0 
(2) weapons « » 143** 
(3) Ataaunition (rounds)        • » 12,365*** 
(4) Kiee (tons) » » 10 

o.    Baoa^edi 
10 288 0 

(2) citructures 141 199 0 
VSN oaterial lossest 

a.    Destroyedt 
(1) Surface eraft 0 1 0 
(2) Helicopters ■ 0 ■* 

o.    Dsjiagedt 
(1) ourfaee craft 3 27 1? 
(2) Helicopters * a » 

6A& adssions » 0 0 

Rensrksi 
• Informtion not applicable or not available this date. 
•• Includes 111 grenades and six aims. 
»»» includes 115 aortar, rocket aud recoilless-rlfle rounds. 

mm k 
Downgraded at 3 /sar intervals 
Declassified after 12 /ears 
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VNN/VN« STATT: TICAl 

April 1968 
SIWAKI 

VIETNAMESE NA?It 
Soarchod DeUlMd 

Coutal Poro« 
I M 
n HI 

UI HZ 
IT NZ 

Junk« 

15,650 
1U,315 
ö,535 
1»,555 

Feopl« 

50,75it 
U5,05a 
31,327 
lit, 711 

Junka 

Hi 
17 

0 
0 

Peopl« 

195 
175 

2 
0 

Sub-totals 1*3^05 lla,883 31 372 

PlMt CBWIM 
P.trol L-nipe' 2,366 9,355 1 16 

Rlwrln« Ar«« 
3,962 15,202 0 Cr«fl 21 

Totals i*9,li35 l66,UtO 32 1*09 

VIJSTMAMESE MA&INF CUPni 

VC/HYAi       J2 KIA        2 C«ptured       ^6 Suapacta datainad 

VNMCl 10 HA       68 ttTA 

O&OUF k 
Domigradad at 3 7«ar Intarvala 
Declaaalfled after 12 yaara 
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April 196d« 

PSXiuiüo: 

i^cjmaic D«v«lopiBent 
ixlueatlon 
doolal   .eii.ir© 
I^raosportatlon 
Kcfuge« 'vsslst&ne* Support 

TJIALS 

/jLüiVTAüT C jmiüUfI US: 

IMSTITUTi^) AJSxJTLDt 

69 
315 
10 
45 

445 

AXpenditurgaC 7. 4J 
42,000 
77,403 

1,071,022 
0 

19,470 

1,239,095 

98,294 

Schools 
tiaspitala/dispen-s-ries 
Jrphanagvs 
>ther« 

16 
13 

5 

HaOBB   g U» fc  ttflB ACTIJN .KjJiXfo C ;MüCT.D J Jli^TLX   .JTH: 

Jther FWAF 
■flAT 
U« S« civilian voluntary u^snel«« 
AT«rag« p«re«nt uf solf-h«lp by VN elvlliaiu 

•■Mtoi 

Percant 
15 
33 

6 
59 

* Ksporting period is 26   arcn - 23 April*    Ttd» is tli« n«w foraat 
for ttm USN Civie Action Jtbtistic&l ouaoary* 

Juiclosur«  (8) 

UNCLAS^L'IÜ) 


