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FOREWORD 

In November two firsts were recorded in U,   S,  Navy and  Viet- 

namese coordination and  integration.    On 1 November four Vietnamese 

Navy Fleet Command  ships relieved U.  So  units  in four coastal pa- 

trol areas in the most significant integration of the VNN into Op- 

eration MARKET TIME to date.    Noverter 9th marked the initial de- 

ployment of the 5th Battalion of the Vietnamese Marine Corps as 

the third maneuver battalion of the Mobile Riverine Force.    This 

integration of the Vietnamese Marines with Task Force 117 riverine 

units in combat operations represents a milestone in Vietnamese/ 

U. S. cooperation,, 
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CHRONOLOGY 

1 Nov - Four VNN Fleet Coranand ships relieve U. S. units in four 
coastal patrol areas in the most significant integration 
of the VNN into Operation MARKET TIME to dat«.    p. 95. 

• 

- Seabees from nine different construction battalions com- 
plete the Quang Tri air facility in six weeks of inten- 
sive work,    p,  71» 

- PCF 11 receives automatic-weapons fire from a position 
six miles northeast of Ca Mau Point.     The Swift boat's 
return fire suppresses the eneny fire, destroys one sam- 
pan,  one structure and  one bunker, and initiates five 
secondary explosions,    p. 11. 

- PCF 76 capsizes in the CUB  Viet channel.    All the crew- 
member» are rescued but the Swift boat is lost.    p. 2« 

- Two F'HHs,   pursuing an evading sampan behind Tan Dinh Is- 
land,  17 miles southeast of Can Tho, are attacked by 
heavy Viet Cong  recoillesa-rifle, automatic-weapons and 
smll-arms fire.    PBR 28 is hit by a recoilless-rifle 
round and begins sinking stern first.    The cover boat, 
PBR 37, rescues all crewmen from the sinking boat which 
was later determined to be beyond repair.    Two U. S. 
Navynen are wounded and a U. S. Army observer is killed, 
p. 39. 

- The 5th Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps, becomes the 
first VNMC battalion to be assigned as a permanent unit 
of ths MHF.    p. /»9. 

11 - Admiral Ulysses S. G.  SHARP, USN,  CINCPAC,  visits the MRF 
and  is briefed on current and future MRF operations,    p. 93» 

13 - PCE 12 conducts a highly successful gunfire support mis- 
sion against enemy forces attacking the Coastal Group 16 
base. The PCE's fire kills 19 Viet Cong, wounds 20 more 
and destroys several weapons,    p. 98* 

15 - A Long Tau River PBR patrol detects six sampans with 10 
Viet Cong leaving a canal ertranee. The Viet Cong fire 
on the PBRs with automatic weapons and the PBRs' return 
fire kills two Viet Cong with five others declared 
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15 NOT - possibl« kills.    Th« patrol captures four Mapana, thrta 
carbinas, a hand flare and 100 pounds of aaaortad clothing 
and documents,     p« 23. 

- RAGe 21 and 33«  in conjunction with th« ARVN SEVENTH Di- 
vision and tha U. S. Mobile Riverine Force,  support three 
combined operations, eight miles north of Vinh Long. 
Sixty-eight Viet Cong are killed,  64 captured and 10/» 
suspects detained.    One ARVN soldier is killed and 32 
wounded,    p.  112. 

16 - Seven RAG 25 craft, together with two Regional Force com- 
panies and an ARVN 2l8t Division battalion,  sweep the Bac 
Lieu canal, 15 miles south of Soc Trang, killing 22 Viet 
Cong and capturing 21 individual weapons and eight mines, 
p. 111. 

17 - "Seawolves" attack onengr troops in an open rice paddy 
five miles east of Phu Vinh killing 20 and wounding 20. 
The Tra Vinh senior U. S. Arvj advisor is killed and the 
province chief is captured bj the Viet Cong*    P« 34* 

17-19   - RAGe 23, 26, 31 and 32 conduct Operation LONG PHI 9/139 
with units of the ARVN NINTH Division.    The Ibreas kill 
47 Viet Cong, capture five others and seize over six tons 
of aaaortad ammunition, 62 individual weapona and 40 
mines.    One ARVN eoIdler is killed and 36 wounded,    p. 113. 

18 - The MRF moves to a new location near Sa Dee, its deepest 
penetration of the Mekong Delta to date.    During this 
phase of Operation 00R0NAD0 IX, MRF forces kill 46 Viet 
Cong, capture seven and detain 32 suspects,    p. 53* 

. SS PRESIDENT BUCHANAN, a U. S. merchant ship, is attacked 
in the Long Tau River, 30 miles south of Saigon, and is 
hit 19 times.    PBRs and krmf and Navy helicopters rush to 
the scene and kill 23 Viet Cong; there are no friendly 
casualties,    p. 25. 

22 - MARKET TIME airborne patrol tracka are revised in an 
effort to improve the air surveillance and, at the same 
time, reduce total flight hours,    p. 1. 

24 - YRBM-16, a GAME WARDEN support barge anchored at the 
confluence of the Ham Loong and Ben Tre rivers, is holed 
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2U NOT - by a Viet Cong vmter mine that also starts a raging fir«. 
USS HUNTüHDON COUNTY (LST 838), PBRs a«l  "Seawolves" rush 
to aid the barge and the fire is finally brought under 
control 15 hours after it started.    Seren Navymsn are 
killed and 12 wounded,    p. 31. 

26 - A Navy helicopter light fire team attacks approximately 
two Viet Cong companies two miles east of Tra On.    The 
"Seawolves" kill 37 Viet Cong and wound 10.    Both heli- 
copters are hit by enemy fire and one aircrewimn is 
wounded,    p. U2. 

2? - Operation SUN DEVIL connsnces against a Viet Cong supply 
base along the Bong Boat Canal, which empties into the 
lower Bassac River.    In the 13-hour operation 41 struc- 
tures and 17 sampans are destroyed and one  Viet Cong Is 
killed.    One Navynan is wounded slightly,    p. 43. 

30 - FCF H capsizes in the Cua Viet channel.    At the same 
time FCP 55 takes an 85 degree roll, but rights herself, 
throwing all her crewmembers into the water with the 
exception of one man.    All crewmambers from both PCFs 
are rescued,    p.  2. 

- NAVFORV numerical strength stands at 26,393. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

— "i -"_••_ 

: 



CONFIDENTIAL 

COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FORCE (TASK FORCE 115) 

During NovBuber,  units of Operation MARKET TIMS and Oparation 

STABLE DOOR detected 76,585 craft along South Vietnam's coastlins 

and harbors; 19,444 of these were boarded or inspected.    The 

boardings resulted in the detention of 45 craft and 488 persona. 

On 22 Noveaber MARKET TIME airborne patrol tracks were re- 

Tised in an effort to improve star Teillance and sinultaneously re- 

duce the total nunber of flight hours.    Three coastline sectors 

replaced the existing two, thsreby increasing ths "re-visit" time 

along each track, and "high-boy" flight« were terminated.    During 

the month, as a result of heavy swells, two Swift boats—PCFs 14 

and 76—capsiied and sank near the entrance to the Cua Viet chan- 

nel.    On 30 Noveaber the deployment of PCFs to the Cua Viet area 

was suspended pending an improvement in weather conditions. 

OPERATION MARKET TINE 

During Noveaber, MARKET TIME unite detected 35,424 Junks and 

sampans; the lowest figure recorded since January 1967. Approxi- 

mately 39 percent of the detected craft were inspected and almoat 

23 percent were boarded. The boardings resulted in the detention 

of 31 craft and 270 persons. In addition, 1,158 steel-hulled 

craft were detected transitting MARKET TIME areas; 55 of the 

ateel-hulled craft were boarded. 

The continued decrease in MARKET TIME activity, especially in 
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the northern coastal zones, »AS attributed to the Inclenent weather 

associated with the Northeast Monsoon, which kept the aggregate of 

Junk and sampan traffic well below October's level. 

Other MARKET '"IHr. activity during the month included support 

for two ground operations, 76 naval gunfire support missions,  14 

hostile fire incidents, and five SAR and "■edevac" ndssions.    A» a 

result of the various operations, 20 structures, eight bunkers, 

and 30 craft were destroyec'      In addition, 16 Viet Cong were killed 

(three probables). 

First Coastal Zone 

During November there was a continued decline in Operation 

MARKET TIMa activity in the First Coastal Zone.    Junk and saapan 

coaatal traffic was very light because of the heavy weather as- 

sociated with the Northeast Monsoon and only 8,Ulk craft were de- 

tected in the tone, a decrease of over 5,000 from October's figure. 

Hare than 2,500 of the detected craft were inspected or boarded. 

Heavy seas and treacherous waters at the Cua  Viet channel en- 

trance were responsible for the loss of two POPs during the aonth. 

On 6 November, while conducting a weather probe at Cua Viet, POP 

76 capsised in the channel.    All of the Swift's crewmen were res- 

cued, but the craft was lost after continued pounding by the heavy 

surf.    Salvage efforts included dragging and SONAR search, but 

contact could not be regained.    On 30 November, while rescuing 

CONPIDENTIAL 

i   ■ 



COHPIDBNTIAL 

OP^BATiONS     N   THE   FJRST   COASTAL   ZONE 

Nov«Bib«r 1967 
EMILITAWIZCO ZONE 

ASC 

Operation BALLISTIC ARCH 

mtion BADCHR HUNT 

LtsOBID: 
D- Coaital SurvtllUnce Center 
Z - HMtil« Plre/Bvaalon Inciden 
I - SAR/HEDEVAC Incident 

SCAUi 
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Vietnamese personnel from overturned sampans,  POP li» also capsized 

in the surf at the Cua  Viet channel entrance.    PCP 55 took an 85 

degree roll and had all but one nan washed overboard during rescue 

operations.     The one remaining man held on and PCP 55, as well as 

all KCF lA's crew nembers and the Vietnamese personnel were re- 

turned safely to port-    Because of the continuation of deteriora- 

ting sea conditions generated by the Northeast Monsoon,   the Cua 

Viet detachiasnt operations were terminated on 30 Novenber.    The 

detachment will be reestablished when the monsoon abates. 

On 3 Novenber a Korean L-19 spotter aircraft sighted six Viet 

Cong in two sampans Just off Cape Batangan.    As the Coast Guard's 

POINT COMFORT closed the area,  the sampans attempted to evade to 

the beach and were taken under fire by the WPB.    The firing resul- 

ted in five Viet Cong killed and two sampans destroyed. 

On 19 November a Korean spotter aircraft came under fire near 

the northern tip of Cape Batangan.    PCP 15 Mas requested to fire an 

emergency naval gunfire mission, and with the aircraft spotting, the 

Swift boat suppressed the eneqy fire and destroyed three structures. 

In response to a request from a Korean 5th Battalion ANGLICO 

who spotted for ths mission,  PCP 57 provided gunfire support 

against a position on the southern tip of Cape Batangan on 25 No- 

vember.    As a result of the firing, 11 structures were damaged. 

Also during the month. First Coastal Zone units supported two 
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ground operations.    On the 13th the WPB assigned to area IG, ap- 

proxloately 15 miles southeast of Danang, provided a blocking pa- 

trol for Operation BADGER HUNT.    On the 24th,  POINT GAMMON and one 

PCP provided exfiltration patrols in conjunction with Operation BAL- 

LISTIC AHCH, which took place along the coast of Quang Tri province. 

Second Coastal Zone 

MARKET TIME activity in the Second Coastal Zone also decreased 

sharply during November.    The Zone's units detected approxiaately 

13,700 Junks and sampans during the aonth, a decrease of approxi- 

aately 10,000 from October's figure.    More than 5,800 of the detec- 

ted craft were boarded or inspected.    Heavy surf along the Zone's 

coastline held the aggregate of Junk and sampan traffic to a mini- 

mum and required many of the MARKET TIME units to return to port 

or seek lee areas on numerous occasions throughout the month. 

On the 18th, POINT PARTRIDGE took a Viet Cong staging area 

approximately 18 miles northeast of Phan Thiet under fire.    One 

concrete structure Mas danaged and numerous secondary explosion* 

were produced by the firing. 

On 29 November five Swift boats—PCPs 60, 65, 87, 88 and 89— 

provided naval gunfire support for an ARVN 22nd Division operation 

at the request of the II Corps Tactical Zone Naval Gunfire Liaison 

Officer Mho also spotted for the mission.    The firing, which took 

place approximately eight miles northeast of Qui Nhon, resulted in 
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OPERATIONS   IN   THE 
SECOND   COASTAL   ZONE 

Novaabar 1967 

29 Nov 

LiCtMDt 
D- Coastal i<urv»illanCH Centar 
X - Hoaiile Flre/tvaslon Incident 
f - SAR/MEDhVAC Incident 
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two structures destroyed, and one structure end numerous caves and 

bunkers daoaged. 

Third Coastal Zone 

Although Junk and sampan traffic «As light in the Third Coast- 

al Zone, hostile fire incidents and gunfire support requests in- 

creased with the advent of fair weather in the southern «ones. 

MARKKT TIML units patrolling the areas in the Third Coastal 

Zone detected over 5*600 Junks and sampans during November, a de- 

crease of approxlrnstely 3,000 from October's figure; 2,316 of the 

detected craft were inspected or boarded. 

On 6 November USCGC YAKUTAT provided 5-inch gunfire support 

against Viet Cong structures approximately 30 idles northeast of 

Vung Tau.    The firing, which was requested by a III Corps spotter, 

resulted in one secondary explosion and one structure destroyed. 

On the 8th, POINT SLOCUN took eneny structures and bunker 

lines in the Long Toan Secret Zone under fire at the request of 

a IV CTZ spotter.    The results of the firing included three bun- 

kers destroyed and three structures damaged. 

On 17 Noveaber, in response to a request from sector authori- 

ties, PCF 40 took an area 40 miles south of Saigon under fire.    A« 

a result of the firing, eight saapans and three structures were 

destroyed, and five saapans and three structures were damaged. 

On the 18th, PCF 67 took two sampans under fire when they 
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attempted to evade up the mouth of the Ba Lai River approx^mtely 

42 miles south of Saigon.    The Swift boat's firing destroyed one 

sampan and severely damaged the other. 

On 20 Noveober, at the request of a IV CTZ spotter, and with 

the Tra Vinh NILO spotting,  POINT WHITL provided naval gunfire sup- 

port against an enemy position in the Long Toan Secret Zone.    The 

WPB's firing destroyed one structure and 400 square meters of crops. 

On the 29th, in response to a request from sector authorities, 

POINT MARONL, utilizing an airborne spotter, took an enemy position 

in the Long Toan Secret Zone under fire and damaged one structure. 

Fourth Coastal Zone 

Continued fair weather in the Fourth Coastal Zone allowed 

MARKtT TIME units to remain particularly active during November. 

In addition to detecting over 9,000 Junks and sampans, over 3*000 

of which were boarded or inspected, the Zone's units were involved 

in numerous hostile fire incidents and gunfire support missions 

during the month. 

On 1 November PCF 72 took enemy positions on the western-most 

tip of Ca Mau Point under fire after two Array L-19 aircraft had re- 

ported receiving heavy small-arms fire from the area»    The full ex- 

tent of enemy casualties was unknown; however, one saapan and one 

structure were destroyed and one sampan was damaged. 

On the 2nd, PCF 22 received hostile fire from a position 
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OPFRATIONS   IN   THE   FOUBTH   COASTAL   ZONF 

NovartMr 1967 
UPOODt 
D- CoasUl SurwllUnc« CmUr 
X - HoatU« fin/Wmtim Incldmi 
I - SAR/MEDEVAC Ineldant 

CG 43/44/49 BMt 
RÄCH 6IA 

SCAUi 

0                               30 
C0 4i -.POULO use m<w 

I a Nov 
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approxiimtelor 14 alles northeast cf Ca Mau Point.    The fire «as 

returned and suppressed and resulted In one structure and four 

bunkers destroyed, and two sampans captured. 

On 5 November PCP 11 receired automatic-weapons fire from the 

beach while attempting to close and Inspect a sampan six miles 

northeast of Ca Mau Point.    PCP 11 returned the fire, utilising an 

airborne spotter, and destroyed one sampan, one structure, and one 

bunker.    Five secondary explosions also resulted from the firing. 

In another incident on the 5th,  USCGC BERING STRAIT heavily 

damaged 12 structures and destroyed one sampan during a gunfire 

support mission 28 miles north of Ca Mau Point. 

On 7 November PCP 11 provided naval gunfire against a Viet 

Cong position 14 miles northeast of Ca Mau Point.    Coastal Group 

41 had received hostile fire from the area earlier.    Results of 

the firing included one bunker, one sampan, and tw» structures 

damaged, and five sampans captured. 

On the 9th, BfcSINC STRAIT conducted a gunfire mission against 

eneny positions 33 miles north of Ca Mau Point. An airborne spot- 

ter, utilised during the mission, reported 18 structures damaged. 

On the 17th, U. S. Special Porces reported two Viet Cong com- 

panies in an area 27 miles north of Ca Mau Point and requested PCP 

94 take the area under fire.    A later assesmsnt of the damage in- 

dicated seven enemy wounded, four sampans with undetermined cargo 
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destroyed, and four structures damaged. 

On 19 November while POINT BANKS was conducting snail-boat 

operations with one Boston Whaler, a sampan attempted to evade up 

a canal 3/» miles north of Ca Mau Point.    The WPB's firing destroyed 

the sampan and the occupant was killed (probable). 

Also on the 19th,  POINT GARNET sighted a suspicious sampan 

Just off the tip of Ca Mau Point.    The two occupants of the sampan 

fled ashore when hailed by the WPB, then returned and attempted to 

evade with the craft.    At the same time, POINT GARNET received fire 

from the beach.    The sampan was taken under fire and destroyed and 

the occupants were believed to have been killed. 

On the 29th,  USCGC GRESHAM provided naval gunfire against an 

estimated enemy company approximately 29 miles north of Ca Mau 

Point.    An airborne spotter reported 100 percent coverage of the 

target area with two structures and two sampans damaged. 

A SAR mission was conducted by PCP 103 on 8 Novenfcer when an 

Arqy Mohawk aircraft crashed in full view of the Swift boat approx- 

imately 28 miles east-southeast of Ca Mftu Point.    The Swift boat 

reached the impact area within 90 seconds and commenced an immed- 

iate search for survivors.    The Coast Guard Cutter POINT HUDSON 

also arrived on scene and assisted in the search.    One helmet and 

one inflated life raft were located but no survivors could be found* 
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MARKET TIMfc UNITS 

During the aonth of Hovwbw th» Vittnaroes« Nary had an aver- 

ag« of eight PGMs and three PCEs assigned daily to MARKET TIME 

forces.    In addition, the Hoyal Thai Nary had one PGM assigned to 

MARKET TIME forces in the Fourth Coastal Zone. 

At aonth's end, aircraft from three patrol squadrons were 

providing air surveillance for Operation MARKET TINE.    A detach- 

ment of Patrol Squadron TWO (VP-2) flew SP-2H Neptunes from Tan 

Son Nhut Air Base and a deUchment of VP-17 flew Neptunes from Cam 

Ranh Bay.    Meanwhile, a detachment of VP-A7 flew P-3A Orions from 

U Tkpao, Thailand. 

Throughout the month the following U. S. SEVENTH Fleet ship« 

operated as MARKET TIME units during the indicated inclusive dates: 

Dm 251 
ULR 328 
Diii 32$ 
DER 322 
DER 386 
LST 509 
LST 1150 
NSC 199 
MSC 206 
NSO 426 
MSO 488 
MSO 435 
NSO 438 
MSO 489 
MSO 448 
MSO 455 
NSO 491 
NSO 492 

Dates 
USS CAMP mr 
USS FINCH 19-30 
USS LOWE 1-2 
USS NEWELL 2-30 
USS SAVAGE 15-30 
USS BULLOCK COUNTY 1-5 
USS SUTT£B COUNT! 5-30 
USS PHOEBE 12-30 
USS WARBUR 1-12 
USS CONFLICT 1-13 
USS CONQUEST 13-30 
USS ENDURANCE 1-03 
USS ESTEEM 13-30 
USS GALLANT 24-30 
USS n.UISTVE 13-24 
USS IMPLICT 1-13 
USS PERSISTENT 1-13 
USS PIEDRE 13-30 
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PG Sk USS A3H£VILLfi 1-30 
PG 85 USS GALLUP 1-30 
WHi^C 381 USCGC BAHATAR1A 11-30 
WHJsC 382 USCGC BKRING STRAIT 1-18 
WHiC 387 USCGC GRiSHAM 1-11, 18-30 
WHW: 378 USCGC HALPIOON 21-30 
rfHbC 380 USCGC IAKUTAT 1-21, 30 

MARKhT TIME STATISTICAL SUIMABT 
Now^Mr 1967 

1.    U. S. Shi pa/Craft: 

Dally *rmr&gm number 
of craft on patrol 

Dffi      MSO      MSC      WPB      PC£      I^T     ^^ 

J        4        1      16      33 1 3 

2.     U. S. Activity: 

TOTAL DETKCTH) WOOD   - DAI 23.845    MIGHT 11.579 

STKEL - DAI       592   MIGHT       566 

TOTAL INSPBCTH)     »*DOD   - DAI   9.183    MIGHT   4.866 

STEBL - DAI       363    MIGHT       369 

TOTAL B0AR1 J) MOOD   - DAI   6.119   MIGHT   2.092 

ST£EL - DAI ^   MIGHT 11 

TOTAL OKTAIMED       JUNKS   ^1        P10PLK   220 

3.    Mural Gunfira Support Missions: 

Total Missions   2k 

Strueturss     20 dastrojsd 

Bunkers 8 destroyed 

Craft 22 Osstrojsd 

Personnel      18 Viet Cong killed (three probables) 

^,?82 

14.781 

8.266 

15 CONFIDKMTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 

4. Hostile Fir«: 

Total Mission«    1^ 

5. SAR/NEDEVAC: 

Total Mi««ion«   £ 

OPBUTION STABLE DUOR 

During NovBobar Operation STABLE DOOR patrol« dotactad 40,003 

junk« and «ampan«; 4,663 of thaaa wera Inapaetad.   Of tha 3,366 

craft boarded, 14 ware detained along with 216 per «on«. 

m 

» 

CramHa of LCPL 43 in« poet a 
DOOR patrol. 

In Caa Ranh Bay during a STABLE 
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Inshor« Undersea Warf »re Unit ONE (IUWU 1) at Vung Tau at- 

tained a total of 12 Junks and 73 parsons during the nonth.    The 

suspects were detained for improper identification, curfew riola- 

tions, and suspicious actions. 

In Noyeater IUWU 2 at Caa Ranh Bay deUined a total of 55 

persons and one Junk. 

On 8 Novenber Bxplosire Ordnance Disposal Teas 20 successfully 

reaoved one satchel charge which had been placed against a fuel 

tank in the coapound of NAVSUPPACT, Saigon's Qui Nhon dstachasnt. 

Three other satchsl charges detonated within the compound, daaaging 

one fuel tank and one water tank.    No personnel injuries were sus- 

tained as a result of the explosions. 

On 21 November IUWU 3 personnel, while on a routine STABLE 

DOOR patrol at Qui Nhon, discovered a aale Vietnamese body floating 

in the water.    Investigation revealed that the body had multiple 

gun shot wound» and was carrying Vist Cong papsrs, two NK 26 gre- 

nades, one first aid kit and one canteen. 

IUWU 4 continued operations in the Nha Trang area during 

November.    The unit detained a total of 86 persons and two Junks 

during the month. 

On 3 November LCPL 47 was holed by an explosive charge while 

alongside Nha Trang'e pontoon pier.   With the exception of the 

engine, shaft and installed ordnance, the LCPL was a total loss. 
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Two sections of th« pontoon plsr wsre also deaolished by ths 

explosion. 
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A "SMMolf" fir«« a roektt at Viet Cong positions in the Mekong 
Delta while PBRs prepare to take the area under fire. 
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RIVl» PATROL FCRCE (TASK FORCE 116) 

During the aonth of Novmbtr units of the Hirer Patrol Force 

continued to Inflict heavy losses on the ene^jr aaid  increased ac- 

tirity In the central Haa Luong and Hassac rivers and along the 

■aIn shlpplx« channel to Saigon.    GAME WARDEN forces eaas to the 

aid of beleagured Vletnaaes« troops on three occasions, killing 

over 60 of the eneay. 

On the 15th and 18th the Long Tau River was the scene of Viet 

Cong attacks against friendly asrchant ships.    The second attack 

proved rather costly to the ensny as counter-attacking forces 

killed 23 Viet Cong and captured two recolllees-rlflss. 

DM Navy suffered a serious casualty Mhsn TRBM-16 «as alnsd 

In the early aorning hours of 24 Novesbsr.    The quick reaction and 

professional coapstenee of the Navyaen in extinguishing the raging 

fire that ensued after the exploeion of the mine prevented what 

could have been a aajor catastrophy.    Sevan sailors died in the 

incident. 

RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE RIVER PATROL GROUP 

At dawn on the aorning of 12 Noveaber a squad of SEALs de- 

barked fro« a helicopter near the Be Giol River at a point 12 alles 

east-southaast of Nha Be.    Throughout the day, the SEALs could bear 

froa their aabush sits, voices, short bursts of heavy autoaatic 

uachine-gun fire and grenades exploding.    It was suralsed that a 
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RUNG   SAT   SPECIAL   ZONE   OPERATIONS 

4p 00 CON) 

; 

A - PURs - 15 Nov 
B - YIT AY - 15 Nov     KAUI 
C - SEAL* - 12 NOT      P  
D - PBRs - 17 Nov iHAutir.i BTMI 

B - PRKSIDbNT BUCHANrJJ - 18 Nov 

■ 

■ 

1 

1 
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Viet Cong training ar«a was cloe« by.    At 2215 the squad sabushsd s 

hsaTlly-loadsd sampan, with three Viet Cong aboard, heading south. 

Another sanpan,  100 meters astern of the first, evaded and escaped 

the ambush.    The long day of waiting resulted in three dead Viet 

Cong.    The SEALs were withdrawn from the area bj an LCN fifteen 

minutes later with no casualties. 

At 0100 on 15 November, a PER patrol on the Soirap River fired 

on a sampan that had evaded into a stream, about three and a half 

idles down river from Nha Be, with unknown results.    PBRs on the 

Long Tau River, to the east, were alerted to a possible Viet Cong 

crossing attempt at a point adjacent to where the sampan had evaded. 

At 0120 the Long Tau patrol detected six sampans with ten people 

exiting from the west bank at the suspected crossing point three 

miles downstream from Nha Be.    The ene^f, having been detected, 

opened fire on the patrol with automatic-weapons from the sampans 

and from both banks of the river.   The PBRs quickly retaliated and 

suppressed the Viet Cong fire.   There were two Viet Cong killed and 

five others were declared possible kills.    The patrol captured four 

sampans, one CH1C0M carbine, two U. S. M-l carbines, 1 U. S. hand 

flare and 100 pounds of assorted clothing and documents.   There 

were no friendly casualties.   Helicopter air strikes and artillery 

fire was called in on the possible escape routes with unknown results. 

On 15 Novaaber at 1125, Viet Cong forces attacked the Nationalist 
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Chinese merchant ship TIT AT, with RUSPlan-made rockets, in the Long 

Tau shipping channel 15 miles southeast of Saigon.    The ship was 

hit in an area below the bridge by four RPG-7 rounds.   There were 

no casualties and damage was minor. 

A Navy helicopter light fire teem and a U. S.  Army spotter 

aircraft coordinated with PBRs and Popular Force troops at the 

scene of the attack to flush out the enemy forces.    At 1200 two 

young Vietnamese males were apprehended after they appeared to be 

evading the helicopters.   The Popular Forces commenced a sweep of 

the area.    About an hour later a FBR patrol on a blocking station 

captured an evading sampan and killed the two Viet Cong occupants. 

The sampan contained a CHICOH carbine, eight clips of «Munition 

and miscellaneous documents and supplies« 

A FBR patrol, while proceeding to investigate Viet Cong har- 

assment of wood cutters on the 17th, received small-arms fire from 

an enemy position located about 1U miles southeast of Mha Be on the 

Dinh Be River.    Shortly after the small-arms firs began a mine de- 

tonated ten feet from one FBR, spewing water 150 feet into the air. 

The FBR received minor damage to the hull, radar and radio but re- 

mained in action to suppress the snsmy fire.    The enemy position was 

later attacked by Navy "Seawolvee" and fixed-wing aircraft after 

the PBRs withdrew.   The airstrikes destroyed three bunkers and dam- 

aged three others.    There were no personnel casualties. 
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At about 12U5, 16 November, the U. S. merchant ship, SS 

PRESIDENT BUCHANAN, was attacked by recoillees-rifle and automatic- 

weapons fire about 30 miles south of Saigon, on the Long Tau River, 

while en route to the South Vietnanese Capital.    During the attack, 

that lasted about ten minutes, the ship was hit 19 times.   The 

enemy fire hit the hull and superstructure, ripping holes ranging 

from six inches to two and one-half feet in diameter.    There were 

SS PRESIDENT BUCHANAN after a Viet Cong ambush on the Long Tau river 
in the Rung Sat Special Zone on 18 November. 

no casualties.   When word of the attack was received by CTG 116.2 

at Nha Be, four PBRs and Amy and Navy helicopters were immediately 
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dispatched to the are«.   Air atrlkes were mad« against the eneny 

position and shortly thereafter Vletmsnese Popular Force troops 

were airlifted Into the area to engage the Viet Cong.    The PEORs 

set up blocking forces to prevent the eneagr fron escaping via the 

river.   At 1615 the enoqr attempted to break contact and began to 

flee«    An Amy spotter plane observed 20-30 Viet Cong and shortly 

thereafter an alrstrlke was made against then.    Sixteen Viet Cong 

were killed. 

Contact with the enemy was broken at 1730.    One 57-mm recoll- 

less-rlfle, one CHICOM 75-mm recoilless-rifle, two CHICCM carbines, 

one CHICGM grenade and miscellaneous amunltlon were captured during 

the afternoon engagement.    One U.S. Army helicopter was downed by 

«nein/ fire and recovered without personnel casualties. 

The following day the Popular Forces made another sweep of 

the area and found 16 freshly-dug graves and seven Viet Cong bodies. 

Also found were miscellaneous personal equipment and one scope for 

a 57-inm recolllesa-rifle«   The total enemy casualty figure was 23 

killed and five probably killed in the action.    One Vietnamese 

Popular Force soldier was wounded—the only friendly casualty. 

The aggrsssive reaction and professional competence demonstra- 

ted by participating units earned a "well done" frost Commander U.S. 

Naval Forces« Vietnam, 

COMFIDMTIAL 26 

ES ! -— 

■ 



CONPIDSNTIAL 

DELTA RIVER PATROL GROUP 

Qpratlone In th« Mekom (My Tho) Rlvr 

On 16 Nov«nber, while operating in an area 17 ■lies southeast 

of My Tho, SEALs discovered a heavily booby-trapped bunker complex. 

While in the process of clearing the booby traps, ICC R. T. 

GALLAGHER,  I'SN, a highly-qualified explosive ordnance deaolition- 

man, received severe injuries to his left hand when a booby-trapped 

grenade he was disarming exploded.    The grenade, a new innovation 

in the Viet Cong inventory of booby traps, was designed to detonate 

when the spoon touched the grenade case, thereby electrically act- 

ivating the firing device.    Discovery of this new enesy booby-trap 

grenade resulted in the publishing of orders directing that all 

enenqr grenades were to be destroyed after discovery.    The grenades 

were not to be kept as war trophies and no attempts to disarm them 

«sre to be made. 

On 11 November, PBRs on routine patrol were advised by the 

Kien Hoa sector advisor that three Viet Cong companies had attacked 

a Vietnamese outpost located about seven miles southeast of Hj Tho. 

The advisor needed PER assistance.    PBRs 123 *nd 126, the first of 

eight boats to arrive on the scene, commenced to engage the enemy. 

Navy armed helicopters soon joined in the attack and in the midst 

of the action PER 121 medically evacuated two seriously wounded 

Popular Pores troopers from the outpost.   The PBRs received enemy 
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fir« from both banks of the Giao Hoa Canal.    PBÜ 131 had t«p B-^0 

rockets explode close astern, as it pressed Its attack against the 

mmmy positions.    The coordinated attacks of the Narjr "Seawolves" 

and the patrol boats soon forced the Viet Cong to withdraw after 

sustaining five Viet Cong killed and sleven wounded.    There were 

no U,  S. casualties. 

Navy "Seawolrae", on 17 MoTeeber, attacked saapans located in 

a canal on the south side of the river near the oouth of the ty 

Tho.    The helicopters oade multiple rocket and machine-gun passes 

into the Viet Cong staging area.    As the "Seawolves" were attack- 

ing,  PBR 142 provided cover support and fired 60-flB aortars into 

the ene«y positions.    Six Vist Cong were killed, three sampans and 

two structures were destroyed and three structures were damaged in 

the 30-minute engagement.    Therm were no friendly casualties. 

On 27 Noveaber, two S£AL squads landed at two points on the 

south bank of the river, about ten miles southwest of Hy Tho, in a 

pre-dawn operation.    Squad 7B patrolled aouth 200 meters and while 

searching a village killed two Viet Com ** they attempted to flee. 

Squad 7A that had patrolled 500 meters south of their landing posi- 

tion encountered resistance in a village that they had begun 

searching.    In the brief fire fight one Viet Cong was killed and 

on« S£AL was wounded.    The SEAL« extracted without farther inci- 

dent, with one detainee, about fiv« hoar« after landing. 
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Qpratlons In th* Haa Luom Rlvr 

On 1 NoTeraber, USS HUNTtRDON COUNTY (LST $36) while transitting 

down th« Ham Luong, conducted hareasBent and interdiction *lre In 

a specified strike zone that extended along the west bank of the 

river for a distance of ten alles fron a point located four alle« 

southwest of Ben Tre.    The 50-mlnute boobardaent with /fO-aa cannons 

destroyed ten structures and daaaged fifteen.   The LST's guns killed 

six Viet Cong and wounded nine others. 

At 0118 on the morning of 24 November, YRBM-16, a PBR support 

unit anchored at the confluence of the Ham Luong and Ben Tre rivers, 

was racked by a violent explosion from a Viet Cong-planted water- 

mine that ripped a gaping eighteen- by seventeen-foot hole below 

the waterline in the starboard side abrsast the aast.    A raging 

fire,  fomented by a ruptured fuel tank, ensued. 

A call for assistance was received by USS HUNTEBDGM COUNTY 

(LST 838), on station at the mouth of the Haa Luong River, at 0130. 

General Quarters was sounded and twenty minutes later the ship was 

underway and two helicopters loaded with firefighting equipaent 

were en route.    The LST anchored at 0356, 1,000 yards from the 

TRBM-16 that was now burning fiercely.    Rescue and aseiatance par- 

ties with fire fighting equipment were dispatched to the YREN to 

aid in the valiant efforts of the crew to control the fire* 

By 0530 the fire was gradually being contained, but everything 
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d«p«nd*d on receipt of additional fire fighting foaa.    The task of 

foan resupply was being carried out by relay system involving the 

"Seawolf* helicopters that shuttled ths much needed its« from Dong 

Tarn to the LST for further transfer to the fire scene by PBRs fron 

River Patrol Section 521.    Additional PERs mounted P250 portable 

fire pumpe to aid in battling the fire, while others conducted 

area searches and provided a security cordon around the stricken 

barge. 

Personnel were evacuated to the HUNTffiDüN COUNTY at first 

light and as the personnel were being accounted for the casualty 

toll mounted to fourteen Navymen wounded (three were serious) and 

five missing. Two of the seriously wounded, who were crewmen of 

the IREM-16, died later from burns and the five missing, all at- 

tached to River Section 522, were later found dead in a flooded 

compartment. 

The fires were finally put out and flooding was under control 

by 1600 that afternoon.    The barge had been saved, however, exten- 

sive damage was wrought throughout and PBR 116, on board for re- 

pairs, was totally destroyed by the fire.    The barge was towed to 

Dong Tarn and beached for temporary repairs.    On 26 December it was 

towed to   Sasebo, Japan for overhaul« 

The assistance rendered by all units and the skillful perfor- 

mance by all hands were instrumental in reducing the extent of 
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Th« rcMiiM of PBR 116, d«stro7«d bj fir« on IRfiN-16 on 2k Novtäöor. 

danag« »rd «Tortii« a dlsaatar.    USS HUNTisRDON COUNTY, In bar daah 

up tha rivar to randar aaaiatanoa, nada an unpracadantad night 

transit of tht Has Luong Rlrar. 

TWo Navy araad halicoptara scraablad fro« thair baa« at Vinh 

Long on tha 28th of Noraabar and attackad a eoneantration of ena^jr 

aampans and atructuras locatad In a apacifiad strlka son« 24 mllaa 

to tha aaat-northaast.    Tha "Saawolra«" axpandad thair ordnanca 

load in aggraaalra attacka and killad aight Viat Cong» dostroyad 

four aaapana and thraa atructuras, and* daaagad 10 aaapana and six 

atnaeturaa. 
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Qparationa In th« Co Chlen Rirer 

On th« morning of 15 Novemher, whil« conducting special opera- 

tions in an area approxiraatsljr fire miles southeast of Vlnh Long, 

a SEAL platoon engaged the enemy. In the ensuing fire fight one 

Viet Cong was killed. It was later learned that the SEALs had 

achieved a price kill as the victim was the Viet Cong district se- 

curity chief. The Vietnamese Army and local forces had long sought 

this individual. It was further reported that the local inhabi- 

tants were very excited and impressed by the loss of such an impor- 

tant Viet Cong. The success of the operation was somewhat les- 

sened, however, as LTJG P. H. NAHKS, USNR, Officer in Charge of 

the SEAL unit, sustained a serious bullet wound in his left upper 

chest. 

On 17 November "Seawolves«, responding to a request for support 

from the Tra Vinh sector advisor, attacked enemy troops in an open 

rice paddy about five miles east of Phu Vinh. The enemy tried to 

thwart the helicopter attack with heavy automatic-weapons fire; how- 

ever, the *Seawolves" awesome firepower killed 20 of the Viet Cong 

and wounded another 20. The U. S. Army senior advisor was killed and 

the province chief was captured by the Viet Cong* There were no 

casualties sustained by the "Seawolves". 

On the 23rd "Seawolves** scrambled from their base at Vinh Long 

to attack a reported concentration of about 200 Viet Cong located 
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in an area about 15 miles southeast of the base. The armed hell- 

copters put In their strikes and killed seven and wounded two of 

the enemy forces before the Viet Cong broke contact. 

Operations In the Baeeac River 

On 2 November, a two-boat PER patrol supported a Popular Force 

(PP) sweep up the Mal Clam River, located about eight miles south- 

east of Can Tho off the southern bank of the Bassac River. Initially, 

light contact was established with the enemy, netting one Viet Cong 

killed. As the sweep continued heavy eneny contact was gained and 

20 Viet Cong were seen retreating into a bunker located on a canal 

leading off the river. One PBR entered the canal to provide sup- 

port to the friendly troops and suppress the fire coming from the 

enemy bunker. In the meantime, the cover PBR loaded PF troops from 

within the sweep area and landed them at the bunker site. Five 

separate, heavily blooded trails were found In the area of the 

bunker. Indicative of numerous enemy casualties* Found on one trail 

was a hand severed by •50-callber fire. As the sweep progressed, 

the PBRs continued their supporting role as they destroyed a 35- 

foot sampan and a motor. The boats also fired on 10 Viet Cong that 

had fled Into a tree line. The result of the action was unknown. 

The Popular Forces were extracted by PBR upon completion of five 

hours of sweeping. 

The PBR suprort of PF troops has proven very successful. The 
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PBRs can remain in th« main river until the PP troope hare the Viet 

Cong connitted, at which time the boats enter the minor waterways 

taking advantage of the element of surprise.    It has been noted that 

PF troops are very aggressive when supported by the PBRs. 

On U November, four PBRs, operating from the PBR base at Binh- 

Thuy, made a planned incursion into the Bong Bo Canal located ap- 

proximately ten miles southeast of their base.    The patrol received 

heavy automatic-weapons and small-arms fire after they fired upon 

10 Viet Cong detected on the bank of the canal.    The patrol made 

three firing runs against the enemy positions and continued up the 

canal as Navy armed helicopters were called In and made a strike. 

The patrol again received heavy enemy fire the entire length of 

the canal as the boats withdrew.    During the action three Viet Cong 

were killed and two were wounded; however, six U.  S.  Navymen were 

wounded, two requiring medical evacuation by USAP medical helicop- 

ters.    The combined firepower of the PBR and the "Seawolves" de- 

stroyed five structures, damaged 31 othem, and sunk seven sampans 

and damaged eight.    Employed during the operation were flaming 

arrows fired from a "Robin Hood"-type long bow.    The successful 

use of the bow and arrow accounted for the destruction of one struc- 

ture.    The use of the flaming arrow was initiated by LCDR Donald 

R. SHEPPARD,  USN, Coonander River Division 51, as an effective 

means of eliminating Viet Cong ambush sites concealed under flaamuble 
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baaboo hots. Another innoratlon used was pop hand flares* «od- 

ifled to accoaodate psychological operation leaflets which were 

distributed along both banks of the canal. 

A PEB patrol, on the afternoon of 9 Noreaber, observed and 

pursued two saapans that were erading the patrol.    As the boats 

gave chase behind Tan Dinh Island, approximately 17 alles south- 

east of Can The,  light sniper fire was receiTed from the tree 

line.    The PBRs returned the fire and continued down the river a 

short distance when they were attacked by heavy autanatic-weapons, 

saall-aras and recoillees-rifle fire from both banks of the river. 

PBR 28 was hit by * recoilless-rifle round on the port side at the 

water line in the forward end of the engine coapartaent, teaporar- 

ily disabling the port engine«    The engine was restarted and the 

daaaged boat cleared downstreaa, rapidly taking on water.    The 

craft then began sinking stem first.    PBR 57, the cover boat, rushed 

to the aid of the sinking craft, experiencing two near aisses by re- 

eollless-rlfle rounds.    One crewasaber was recovered f roa the water 

and five others were taken off the sunken craft.   The rescue was aade 

while under intense enevy autoaatic-weapons and saall-aras fire. 

Two Navyaen were wounded and one U. S. Amy observer waa killed dur- 

ing the initial engageaent. 

* A hand-held pyrotechnic device used for signaling or illuainatlng. 
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"SsawolvM" scrambled from the deck of the US3 JENNINGS COUNTY 

(LST ^46) to support the patrol and a medical helicopter was called 

in to evacuate the casualties. CGMRIVDIV 51, when advised of the 

ambush, sortied from Binh Thuy with eleven PBRs, a helicopter light 

fire team and units of River Assault Group 25 to counter the attack 

and salvage the sunken PER. Artillery batteries at Tra On provided 

105-nn harassing fire in the vicinity of the sunken boat, while the 

"Seawolves" provided firing runs to ensure the security of the 

stricken PBR 

Automatic-weapons and small-arms fire intensified once again 

as the additional PBRs arrived on the scene to commence salvage op- 

erations, wounding another Navyman, The PBRs raked the banks with 

.50-caliber fire, killing at least one of the enemy. As PBR 28 was 

towed fron the engagement area and all salvage units were clear, a 

fixed-wing airstrike was placed against the enemy positions. The 

aircraft encountered heavy automatic-weapons fire during their 

strikes. 

PER 28 was later hoisted aboard USS JOININGS COUNTY for repairs; 

however, investigation revealed the boat wae beyond repair. Pour 

additional PBRs received minor hull damage from bullet hits and shrap- 

nel and two helicopters also sustained minor damage. 

At dawn on the morning of 12 Novanber a platoon of SEALs landed 

on the southern end of Tan Dinh Island to conduct a search of an 

CONPIOENTIAL 40 

i ' T- 



CONFIDENTIAL 

«r«« that had bean tha acana of PBR haraaaaant tha paat tavaral 

day«. Tha patrol moved Inland about 150 meters and than swung 

southeast a abort distance where they encountered four Viet Cong 

while conducting a house search. Three of the four were killed 

as they attempted to eacape. One of the Viet Cong killed waa 

later identified as the Viet Cong district chief. The SEALa ex- 

tracted without any casualties after finding numerous well-con- 

cealed punji pits in the area. 

On U Norember, CTU 116.1.1 initiated Operation PUQUQUNES 

I against «nemy unite in the Tan Dinh Island area who had stub- 

bornly resisted all PBR, armed helicopter and SEAL attempts to 

neutralise their positions. The mission was to conduct a well- 

coordinated assault utilising PBRa, helicopters and SEALa against 

a target area located 16 miles southeast of Can Tho along the eaat 

bank of the Tan Dinh Canal. In reserve would be additional "Sea- 

wolves", the 105-mm battery at Tra On and a fixed-wing airstrlke. 

The planned tactics were to have a PBR open fire at the north- 

ern end of the canal to alert the ensay thereby permitting thsm to 

arm and man their positions. Helicopters would them make a low- 

level pass of the designated strike area dropping a riot control 

agent (RCA). PBRa would then enter the area and continue satura- 

ting the enemy positions with N-79 RCA grenades. Upon completion 

of this phase the SEALa would be landed to sweep the area while 
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the enemy was incapacitated, capturing a« many as possible for In- 

terrogation; In addition to the capture of weapons and documents. 

The operation was launched as scheduled and all units began 

their assigned tasks; however the wind conditions Increased follow- 

ng an otherwise highly successful gas-laying attack causing ths 

gas to rapidly dlspsrse negating the desired results.    The S£ALs 

failed to gain contact with the enemy, but action along the canal 

was much the opposite*    The river units encountered a methodical 

and violently opposed egress as the Viet Cong retaliated with a 

high volume of accurate sniper and light automatic-weapons fire 

from positions extending along the banks for 2,500 yards.    GAME 

WARDEN units continued to engage the enemy with all available 

weapons, plus a requested U. S. Air Force fixed-wing airstrike dur- 

ing the four-hour running gun battle.    LT R. J.  NOVAK,  USN, was 

seriously wounded when he received a bullet wound in the head and 

shrapnel wounds on both legs.    He was evacuated by helicopter dur- 

ing the height of the battle.    One U.  S. Army asn, serving as a 

PBR gunner, received a slight wound and was the only other person- 

nel casualty.    Pour PHRs and one LCM received multiple bullet and 

shrapnel damage.    Personnel casualties to the enemy were unknown; 

however two sampans and two structures were destroyed.    (CTU 116.1.1 

conceded this round to the Viet Cong), 

On 26 November a Nuvy helicopter light fire team responding 
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to a requtst fro« the Vlnh Long sutoector advisor, rushod to th« «Id 

of Popular Fore« (PF) troops that ware pinned down In an open rice 

paddy, about two miles east of Tra On, by approximately two well- 

organised Viet Cong companies« Due to the close proximity of ths 

PF troops to the enemy positions, ths "Seawolres" pressed their at- 

tacks close-in to ths enemy positions acniering Mad— effective- 

ness and accuracy in the ordnance delivery« Heavy automatic-weapons 

fire was received during the firing passes; however, all enemy fir« 

wae suppressed after the fifth firing run, allowing the PFs to 

withdraw. The "Seawolves *" destructive fire power accounted for 

37 Viet Cong killed and 10 wounded« As a result of this action one 

alrcreMman was wounded by shrapnel when a .30-caliber bullet hit 

his chest protector. Both aircraft received hits. The only cas- 

ualty to the PFs was one wounded and that occurred when initial 

contact was made by them with the ««my. It was noted that the en- 

emy units were well disciplined in that the helicopters could not 

draw thsir fire on the initial passes« When the enemy did return 

fire it was "massed fire"« 

On 27 November Operation SUN DEVIL was conducted by units of 

River Division 51 (TU 116.1.1) against a Viet Cong supply base in 

ths area bordering the Bong Boat Canal, which enters the lower Baa- 

sac River south of Tan Dinh Island« Ths assault began with a shore 

bombardment by 40-« cannon and five-inch rockets from U8S JENNINGS 
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COUNTY (LST 8i»6) and by five-inch rockets launched from an LCM(R) 

plus 105-nin howitzers from Cau Ke battery.    Upon completion of the 

bombardment, two PBKs, an armored LCPL, and an armored LCM entered 

the canal, preceeded by a Navy light helicopter fire team to pro- 

vide covering fire.    The armada raked the Viet Cong structures on 

both sides of the waterway with all weapons at their command,  plus 

three back pack flame throwers operated from the stems of the PBRs. 

Forty-one structures and 17 sampans were destroyed and one known 

Viet Cong was killed in the 13-hour operation..  One U.  S.   Navyman 

was wounded slightly in the action. 

Following the capture of one sampan on 26 November near the 

mouth of the Bassac River, a PBK patrol with EMI L.  D.   YuCKKY,  USN, 

as patrol officer, detected a large inboard motorized sampan close 

to the north shore.    When the occupants spotted the approaching 

PBRs, they beached the sampan and fled leaving the motor running. 

EMI TOCKET's PBR closed the sampan, taking the fleeing personnel 

under fire.    As fire was received from the beach EMI YOCKEY Jumped 

into the sampan and drove it out into the river.    The captured sam- 

pan contained three Soviet RKG-3 HEAT grenades, one belt of 160 

rounds of .30-caliber Ml ammunition, one belt of 150 rounds CH1C0N 

7*62 cartridges, one gas mask, back packs, uniforms, 12 sealed let- 

ters, 150 pounds of antibiotics, injectable medicines and 25 pounds 

of dressings.   The contents were transferred to the PBRs and the 
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sampan was dsstroysd. The above action prompted C 

Fores 116 to ssnd ths following ■assagst 

idsr Task 

AGGRESSIVE INTERDICTION AND QUICK REACTION IN CONFISCATING VIST 
CONG CACHE CQMNBIDABLE.    HEROIC ACTS SUCH AS THOSE BI EMI 
TOCKET CONTINUE TO UPHOLD AND BUILD THE PBR TRADITION.    KEEP UP 
THE GOGO WCRK.    CAPTAIN GRAT SENDS. 

GAME WARDEN UNITS 

On 11 NoTsabsr, Rirsr Section 534 relocated fro« Cat Lo to 

Nha Be sad was assigned ths first Nark II PBRs. However, Engi- 

neering problaas associated with ths new exhaust sjstsa delayed 

coMencsMnt of OAK WARDEN operations with the modified boats. 

On 21 November, Commander River Division 55 was activated 

at Binh Thuy, LCDR H. R.  BRENNEMAN,  USN, coMsndiit*. 

On 25 November, Commander River Division 55 relocated to 

Nha Be. 

On 26 November, River Section 522 relocated from IRBM-16 

to Njr The. 

On 30 November, Commander River Division 55 relocated to 

Danang. 

GAME WARDBI STATISTICAL SUMNARI 

1.    PEE Statistiest 

a.    Total Patrols (two boats):     Day 736.1       Night 731.5 
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b. TotÄl Contmcts:      Daj 58.979     Night 4«131 
c. Total Inspected:    Day 13.649     Night 1.174 
d. Total BOBrded: Day 35.031      Night 2,337 
e. Paopl« Detained:    %£ 
f. Sampans/Junks Detained: dt    ^8 
g.    Total Pitrol Hours:    35.750.5 

2. Helicopter Fire Tea« Statiatic« 

a. Total Flight Hours:      1.045.3 

b. Helicopter Missions: 
(1) Pre-planned strikes:    22. 
(2) Reaction:    ^8 
(3) Targets of Opportunity:    1^ 
(4) Support: ?£ 

3. GAMS WARDEN Totals; 

a. Fire Fights: 
(1) FBR ^6 
(2) Helo 22 
(3) MSB 0 
(4) LCM I 
(5) LCPL I 
(6) STAB 5 

b. Saapans:  Destroyed 102  Danaged 2i  Captured 11 
c. Junks:  D*B»?ed 2 
d. Structures:      Destroyed 1^9      Danaged 1J£ 
•• Bunkers:     Destroyed 2^     Danaged 2 
f. ünmwij:      KIA 227      KIA(Po88.)68      WIA 21      Captured ^ 
g. Friendly:      KIA 2     WIA /^ 
h.    Friendly Battle Daaage: 

(1) PBR i|0 
(2) Helo 5 
(3) LST 0 
(4) YRBM 1 

i.    PBR MEDEVAC:    64 
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A t*jk group of Riverine Aseeult Fore« craft aovee down a canal la 
convoy during an operation (CORONADO IX) In the Mekong Delta. 
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RIVHtlME ASSAULT FORCE (TASK FORCE 117) 

Throughout the month of Noveabor the Mobil* Hirerine Fore« 

wms «ngagcd in Operatio« CORONADO IX in an area north of the Me- 

kong/Hjr Tho Hirer fron the Plain of Reeds area (ricinitj of the 

Canbodian border) east to the Soirap Hirer. 

On 9 Noreaber, the 5th Battalion, Vietnaonee Marine Corpe, 

Joined the MRF to becoae the first VNMC battalion to be assigned 

as a pernanent unit of the Rirerine Assault Force. 

On 16 Noreaber the Mobile Rirerine Base made its deepest pen- 

etration into the Mekong Delta, aoving 35 alles fron its previous 

anchorage near Dong TUB, westward up the Mekong Hirer to the 

ricinitj of Sa Dec. 

Operations in Dinh Tuoi« Prorines 

On 1 Noreaber the MRF shifted its base of operations fron 

Vung Tau to the Dong Tan area in preparation for Operation CORONADO 

IX. Due to heary seas and high winds in the South Chins Sea, the 

transiting units of the MRF aade very slow progress because of the 

requirement to tow their AMU pontoons with then. When the ships 

reached the relative caln of the Mekong/Mjr Tho Hirers, towing 

speeds of ten knots were realised. 

During the relocation of the Mobile Rirerine Bass, an amored 

troop carrier, T-lll-7, conducting ainesweeping operations ahead 

of the asin task group, surfaced a 170-pound noored, conical-shaped 
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mine in the Cua Tieu rirtr eight miles east of My Tho.    This inci- 

dent was the first positive indication that chain-drag mlnesweep- 

ing operations conducted by TF 117 assault craft were effective. 

The water mine was later disarmed by £200 personnel, and determined 

to be a command-detonated mine. 

On 2 November the units of the MRF comnenced Operation C0R0- 

NADO IX (2 Novesber) in southeastern Giao Due district (My Lmng 

Peninsula) of Dinh Tuong province.    This one-day operation was de- 

signed to destroy eneny ambush positions which had been harassing 

TF 116 FBR patrols in the area.    The ground troops destroyed 141 

bunkers and eight spider holes, and detained ten Viet Cong suspects« 

After a brief respite from combat operations, the MRF contin- 

ued Operation C0R0NAD0 IX (4-6 November) and conducted a three-day 

search and destroy operation in the southern Cai lay district of 

Dinh Tuong province (Cam Son Secret Zone) to entrap and destroy 

elements of tho Viet Cong 263rd Main Force Battalion and the 514th 

Provincial Mobile Battalion.    During this period five Viet Cong were 

killed and 84 bunkers were destroyed in a series of light skirmishes. 

On 9 November, following a two-day preventative oaintenance 

period.  Operation C0H0NAD0 IX (9-11 Noveeber) was recommenced in 

the Cam Son and Ban Long Secret Zones of Dinh Tuong province.    This 

three-battalion, riverine and airmobile search and destroy opera- 

tion marked the initial deployment of the 5th Battalion of the 
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VUtiMMM NftriM Corps M th* third aniMTtr battalion of th« MRF. 

Th« ViotMUMM battalion, staging fn>« Its bas« caap on tho 

north »Ida of tha Hjr Tho RlTar Just south of Oong Tu, mn suppor- 

ted bj RiTsr Assault Division 112 throughout tha opsrstion.    This 

intagration of tha Vistnsasss Msrinss with Tksk Fores 117 rivarins 

units in ooriMt opsrations, raprasonts a ailastona in Vistnsasss/ 

0. 3. eooparation. 

Although haavj contact with ths 263rd Msin Fores Bsttalion 

«as not ssUblishsd, ths eo^insd forcaa kUlad 11 Vlat Cong, 

captured eight others, destroyed 113 ens^f bnnkars and detained 

51 suspects.    Friendlj casualties consisted of one ü, S. soldier 

killed and 11 personnel Mounded. 

At 0915* an ATC, T-112-10, patrolling on the Rai River five 

■Lies «set of Dor« Tim, in company «1th MkLll-2 and T-112-9, 

experienced a aaall «star nine explosion beneath it.   There «ere 

no pereonnel casualties and ths riverine craft «as not daasged. 

11-111-2 took the laaediata area under fire with unknom results, 

Ths next day at 1335« a TU 117.2.1 rivarins unit, «hioh ted 

sstablishsd a «atertaorne block on Bang Creak, 11 alias northwest 

of Hy Tho, after landing troops, sighted a «btsr nine on the beach 

which «as later destroyed by BOD pereonnel. 

On 13 Movedber the ships of the MSB shifted saehorsgss as a 

precautionary defensive aeasure.    bring ths anchorsge shift saeh 
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ship fired all of its weapons into a specified strike tone on the 

south bank of Tien Giang River in Kien Hoa province.    To date, it 

had not been necessary for the major ships of the MRU to fire their 

weapons in defense or support; consequently,  periodic firing of 

this type proved itself essential to coobat efficiency and opera- 

tional readiness. 

On lit Novenber the MRF conducted a one-day,  two-battalion 

riverine and airmobile saturation patrolling and search operation 

in Dinh Tuong province to enhance the security of Highway 4 and 

the Dong Tarn base.    TF 117 provided close support to the U/k7th 

Infantry Battalion and the 5th Battalion of the  VNMC.    The VNMC 

battalion integrated very smoothly into the MRP, and rapidly 

adapted to riverine operations. 

Contact with the eneny was very light (one Viet Cong killed 

and five Vietnamese Marines wounded); however, the ground troops 

destroyed 83 bunkers and detained 35 Viet Cong suspects.    Twenty- 

eight of the detainees were innocent civilians and were released; 

six were detained on civil charges and one suspect was a Viet Cong 

squad leader from the 5Uth Provincial Mobile Battalion. 

During a three-day maintenance period the MtB made prepara- 

tions to relocate to a new Mekong River anchorage 32 miles west of 

Dong Tarn in order to conduct Operation CORONADO IX (18-20 November) 

in western Dinh Tuong and eastern Klen Phong provinces.    This 
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operation, part of KIEN GIANG 9-1» was conductad In coordination 

with tha ARVN SEVENTH and NINTH Diriaiono, in ordar to aneirela 

and entrap tha Viat Con« 261at and 267th Main Force battaliona. 

The initial phase of MRP participation comenced on the 19th and 

involved the transit of a riverine assault unit, with the VMNC 5th 

Battalion aabarked, from the HRF at Dong TMB to the area of opera- 

tions, a distance of 32 alles. This aarked the MRF's deepest pen- 

etration into the Mekong Delta. In an atteapt to provide additional 

security for the MRB, an infantry cowftnj was deployed on the land 

■ass surrounding the anchorage site. 

During the course of the operation, the riverine craft tran- 

sited waterways fraught with obstacles not heretofore encountered. 

Prior operational intelligence revealed that a bridge epanniag the 

Ruong Streaa about six ailes northeast of Sa Dec was not high 

enough to allow assault craft to pass under. Rather than destroy 

the bridge, a teaa of ARVN engineers was eaploysd to dlsaantle the 

center span. On tha aoming of 18 Noveaber, in an operation which 

required lees than two hours, the span was succeesfully revved 

and floated clear on pontoons. 

Nsanwhile, the MRF BOD teaa reaoved a nuaber of Viet Cong- 

erected wire barriers froa the Ruong Streaa, thereby opening a 

eonplex of waterways not used by riverine craft of any type since 

1963. This enabled the riverine craft, with their eabarked 
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Vietnamese Mfinnes,  to penetrate 15 miles inland  from the Mekong 

Klver.    At the sane tine that the Marines were landing,  the sol- 

diers of the 4»A7th Infantry Battalion were lifted to the north of 

the Marine's position in an attempt to entrap the fleeing Viet Cong. 

An Assault Support Patrol Boat (ASPB), searching for Viet Cong 
aofcush positions on the bank, escorts a landing fore« of Amored 
Troop Carriers (ATCs) down a Mekong Delta canal. 

During the first day of search and destroy operations, there 

were 34 Viet Cong killed and 56 bunkers destroyed.    Cumulative re- 

sults for this phase of Operation CORONADO IX (16-20 November) 

were 46 of the enemy killed, 32 detainees apprehended and seven 

Viet Cong guerrillas captured.    There were also 18 enemy weapons 
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and OT«r 1,000 rounds of naU-anM aanmitlon captured.    Th« co»- 

binod U. S. Navy/ArBy and VNMC assault forcas daatroyad 162 bunkars, 

16 saapans, six water barriers and four ■llltarj strictures. 

On 20 Noreaber the CTP 117 Special Operations Teaa conducted 

an intelligence collection aission on the Con Qui Island conplex 

four ailes east of Sa Dec, resulting in two anengr killed and tun 

confirasd Viet Cong oapturei.   One of the captives. Captain Nguyen 

Van THOI, «as a Viet Cong Intelligence Chief in the IV Corps area, 

who prorided valuable infornation concerning the Viet Cong intel- 

ligence internal organisation throughout the Mekong Delta. 

The next day the IBB relocated to Dong Tmm in preparation for 

another phase of Operation CCRONADO IX (21-24 Novertoer) to be con- 

ducted in the Cam Son Secret Zone of Dinh Tuong province.   Prior 

to the MRP «ntaring the new area of operations on 23 Novenber, a 

B-52 strike saturated the area.    The presence of Air Force heavy 

boabers in this operation indicated the strategic Importance 

assigned to Dinh Tuong province by senior Military coaaanders. 

Inaadiately after the airstrike, ground assault troops from 

the 3A7th and 4/47th Infantry Battalions, rfiich had been pro- 

positioned by TF 117 riverine craft, aade an airmobile assault 

into the area.    At approxisately the same time, other RAP units 

carried the VNMC 5th Battalion to landing aones up the Tra Tan 

River. 

I 
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The cumulative destruction inflicted on the enemy during thi* 

four-day period consisted of eight Viet Cong killed, and two pria- 

onera captured.    The MKF also captured 40,000 rounds of saall-aras 

ammunition, 16 Chinese communist carbines,  50 grenades and de- 

stroyed 111 bunkers and four sampans. 

After a three-day maintenance period, the Mobile Riverine 

Force conducted Operation CORONAOO IX (27-30 November) in the Cai 

lay and Long Dinh districts of Oinh Tuong province.    The primary 

mission of this operation was to clear the Xang Canal  (Canal Com- 

mercial) of obstructions from Dong Tarn to a point 19 miles up the 

canal.    This waterway had been closed since 1964 by a series of 

waterblocks constructed by the Viet Cong, and its subsequent open- 

ing allowed the MRF to have water access to northern Dinh Tuong 

Province as far west as My Photic Tay, 17 miles northwest of Dong 

Tarn. 

Early on 27 November, two infantry companies of the 4/47th 

Infantry Battalion were lifted to Dong Tarn for airlift and surface 

moves to fire support bases in the objective area.    At 0800 one 

infantry battalion was landed at various locations along the Xang 

Canal to provide security for ARVN engineers who, assisted by GOD 

Team 26 and Harbor Clearance Team THREE, began clearing water ob- 

stacles while river assault craft provided security in the watemay. 

Later that evening at 2102, T-92-4 was hit by one RPG-2 (B-40) 
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rocket round from tha w«at bank of th« Xtng Canal, algbt ailaa 

northwest of Dong Ta«.    Tha rockat lopaetad agalnat tha atarn of 

tha boat and ruptured a fuel tank.    Retaliatory fire waa not re- 

turned because the rocket waa launched fro« a nearby friendly Til- 

lage.    There waa one sailor slightly wounded and ■iniasl daaaga 

caused to the boat. 

Aa a result of Operation COROMADO IX (27-30 NorertMr), the 

MRF killed five Viet Cong« captured one ineaqr prisoner and da- 

etroyed two earthen water barriers and two aaasire stake-type 

water obstacles«    Friendly casualties consisted of one U. S, sol- 

dier killed by ensny action and two «ore killed by friendly artil- 

lery.    There were also eight soldiers and one aailor wounded during 

this phase of Oparation CORONADO IX. 

RIVBilNK ASSAULT FORCE UNITS 

Effective 1 November River Assault Oivlaion responsibilities 

ware reassigned aa follows: 

RAO 91 - NRB Defense, 

RAD 92 - Support for the /»/47th Infantry Battalion, 

RAO 111 - Support for the 3A7th Infantry Battalion, 

RAD 112 - Support for tha VNMC 5th Battalion. 

In order to provide support and coordination of operations, 

personnel «ore relocated aa followa: 
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RAD 91 shifted to th« USS BfcNEWAH (APB 35), 

RAD 92 shifted to APL 26, 

RAD ill shifted to the USS COLLKTON (APB 36), 

RAD 112 moved ashore to Dong Taa. 

RAS 9 and RAS U staffs reaained aboard APL 26 and COLLETON 

respectirsly. 

During the month of Noreaber, six assault support patrol 

boats (ASPBs) arrived in country and were assigned to the Mobile 

Riverine Force. 
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U.  3.   MAVAL SUPPOBT ACTIVITr. DANAIIQ 

Despite the occasional adrerae weather associated with the 

northeast nonsoon season, Naral Support Actirity (MAVSUPPACT), 

Danang, continued to offload and clear cargo expedltlouslj dur- 

ing the «onth of Noveaber.    A total of 15 new aonthly tonnage 

records were set during Noveaber by MAVSUPPACT, Danang and its 

various detachwnta.    MAVSUPPACT,  Danang's 235,409 short-tons 

throughput for the aonth and its dally throughput average of 7,849 

short-tons were aaong the new records set is were the 342,719 

short-ton aonthly throughput for the coablnsd I CTZ effort and 

the 38*630 short-ton aonthly throughput for Dong Ha.    A high level 

of LST activity, the utilisation of fleet cargo ships, and an in- 

creaset  availability of saall craft contributed to the aonth*s 

Impressive perforaance. 

The Hue-Tan My port was opened for 542-class LSTs and on 1 

Noveaber USS CLARKE COUMTT (LST 601) was ths first LST to offload 

at ths Col Co reap causeway at Tan My«    An offload rats of 266 

short-tons per day was aaintained at the Hue-Tan My port during 

the aonth of Noveaber. 

Another first occurred on 18 Noveaber when USS PATAPSCO (A00 1) 

beesas the first A00 to enter Tan My harbor to discharge POL 

(Petroleua, Gil, Lubricants) to bladder boats. 

On 11 Noveaber, Okinawa to Danang RO/llO (Roll on-Roll off) 
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••nrlet MS commtnctd with the arrival of SS TRANSGLOBE at Danang's 

daap-Mttar plars.    During thia first port call, TRANSGLOBE dis- 

charged 4/» trailers and 15 aiscsllanaous vshiclss in fir« hours. 

TRANSGLOBfe rsturnsd to Danang on 24 Norsabsr and discharged 50 

trailers in a seven-hour period.    This coordinated NAVSUPPACT-USHC 

Force Logistic Center port clearance effort proved very successful 

and it Mas felt that this service oould be increased when an 

expanded hardstand aarshalling area near the discharge pier is 

available. 

The overall net effectiveness for the Danang-Chu Lai support 

complex decreased from October's 94*5 percent to 89.7 percent in 

Noveofcer.    Overall gross effectiveness decreased from 91*2 percent 

to 85.5 percent during the saas period, primarily as a result of 

increased demands.    However, it NSS felt that material in the pipe- 

line should improve availability during the month of Deeeriber. 

On 15 NoveriMr NAVSUPPACT, Danang's Boat Support section as- 

sumed the responsibility for supply support for all MARKET TINE- 

GAME WARDEN operations in I CTZ.    The net effectiveness for boat 

support during the first month of operations was 94*0 percent. 

Repairs to the Khe Sahn runway were consisted during the month 

and the C-130 capability was restored on the 26th.    The scope of 

repairs to this stratsgic runway exceeded initial expectations in 

that a total of 2,300 lineal feet of new rock subgrade Mas required 
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In addition to 500 feet of weather proofing. The repair project 

as originally envisioned called for a new rock subgrade of only 

1,500 lineal feet, but additional repairs becaae necessary as the 

runway continued to deteriorate during the period of construction. 

There were 19 sniper incidents reported fron the various NAV- 

SUPPACT installations during the month. These Incidents varied 

from single sniper rounds to several attacks involving »ore than 

a hundred incoming rounds. No casualties or damages were sus- 

tained as a result of any of theee incidents. 

The number of patients admitted to the NAVSUPPACT hospital 

in Danang during Noveaber totalled 1,061. Of this total number 

received at the 467-bed hospital, 269 were admitted for combat 

injuries. 574 for various diseases, and 198 for non-combat injur- 

ies. A total of 441 persons were treated and returned to duty 

during the month and 281 were evacuated out of Vietnam. 

On 1 November Vice President Hubert H. HUMPHREY toured the 

NAVSUPaCT hospital while on a tour of various military facili- 

ties in the Danang area. The Vice President, accompanied by: 

General William C. WESTMORELAND, Commanding General U. S. Mili- 

tary Assistance Coamand, Vietnam; Lieutenant General Robert E. 

CUSHMAN, Commanding General Third Marine Amphibious Force; and 

Captain Harry P. MAH1N, USN, the hospital's senior medical officer, 

toured the wards, shaking hands and chatting with some of the 
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marly UOO pctianta and 550 staff Mban« Tha tltlt was hifh- 

llghtad by tha presentation of six purple hearts by Hr« HUMPHRET. 

i>^Q 
While visiting tha NAVSUPPACT Danang hoapital, Vloa PraaLdant 
HUMPBBBT pins tha purple heart on a wounded aarrLo« 

At »onth's and« the NAVSUPPACT Danang personnel level was 

8,1*35 and tha nosbar of United States and other free-world 

forcae supported by NAVSUPPACT was 131,100, 
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Ü. 3. NAVAL SUPPOBT ACTIYITr. SAICX» 

During NoTember the Vi«t Cong intensified their activitie» 

directed against Naval Support ActiTitj (NAVSUPPACT), Saigon, 

and its detaehaents in an attMtpt to disrupt the essential NAKKEF 

TIME/GAME WARDEN support that is provided by these detachaents. 

At approximately 0200 on 5 November, NAVSUPFACT's My Tho de- 

tachment came under an enemy mortar attack. The attack, which 

lasted approximately 10 minutes, slightly damaged one personnel 

billet and two vehicles which were located in the downtown com- 

plex. The detachmsnt's waterfront area was not damaged and no 

personnel casualties resulted from the attack. 

On 7 November, IRBM-16, anchored on the Ham Luong River near 

the city of Ben Tre, engaged the eneey in a fire fight and expen- 

ded forty-six rounds of 81-m« «■nnitioiu As a result of the 

action, three Viet Cong were killed and four were «founded. There 

were no U. S. personnel casualties. 

Three large satchel charges were exploded inside the perimeter 

of NAVSUPPACT's Qui Rhön detachment between 0U0 and 0340 on 8 No- 

vember. Material damages resulting from the explosions included: 

total loss of one l»6,000 gallon water tank and one 20,000 gallon 

fuel tank, and numerous windows and lamps broken. Two minor injur- 

ies to U. 3. personnel resulted from the explosions and no personal 

contact with the enemy forces occurred. 
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At approxiMtely 0110 on 24 Noveaber, a l*rg« «xploslon ripped 

an 18-by 9-foot hole in th« aide of IRBM-16, which waa located in 

its usual aooring near the city of Ben Tre. The explosion, which 

occurred on the starboard side of the craft, outboard of the engin- 

eering spaces, ripped through the diesel wing tank and into adja- 

cent liring spaces and the engine rooa. A fire ensued following 

the explosion and within minutes the entire after section of the 

craft was enveloped by the flaaes. The craft innediately loet all 

power which resulted in the los« of fire main pressure and all il- 

lumination, except that provided bgr emergency battle lanterns. 

With the fire raging aft, smoke filling passageways and compart- 

ments, and unable to actuate portable fire fighting pumps, the 

Officer in Charge ordered abandon ship. All crew members and em- 

barked personnel were loaded into two LCNs which were moored port 

and starboard in the ricinity of the bow. After all personnel who 

could be located were on board, the two LCMs stood off from TRBM-16, 

Injured personnel and personnel not needed for sasrgeney duties or 

lacking clothes and shoes were segregated into one LCN which then 

proceeded to the MACV compound at Ben Tre. At Ban Tre the personnel 

were either treated for injuries or ^ederaced". The PBs, which 

had been alongside at the time of the explosion, got underway as 

soon as their crews embarked and later contributed to the fire fighting 

effort. Additional fire fighting assistance was provided by boats from 
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the USS HUNTERDON COUNTY (LST 838) and other craft which congre- 

gated in the vicinity of the burning IRBH-16. 

At approximately 0230 a fire party, coapoeed of volunteer 

■embers of TRBM-lb's crew and other individuals, led by Chief 

Boatswain's Nate Michael P. QUIOLEI, USN, boardad over the stern 

of the craft and corasenced fighting the firs. The firs fighting 

teas battled the blase throughout the day and finally extinguished 

the flases at approximately 1700. 

■vf    «?« 

IREM-16 

Five personnel were killed as a result of the exploeion and 

thirteen were injured.    Two of the injured personnel later died 
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while undergoing treatment.    Fire daaege was extenelve to the entire 

after section of the craft and the engineering and shop spaces were 

completely gutted.    TRBM-16 was subsequently towed to Dong Taa and 

beached stem first on the rirer bank where temporary hull repairs 

were to be made prior to towing the craft to SRF Sasebo for perma- 

nent repairs. 

Reports from the Naval Intelligence Liaison Officer at Ben Tre 

indicated that the attack was made by a Viet Cong sapper tea« em- 

ploying swimmers and command-detonated mines. 

The Naval Support Activity detachment at Ben Tre was temporar- 

ily disestablished following the TRBM-16 casualty. 

During November, the number of line items carried by NAVSUPPACT, 

Saigon, totalled 45*319» an increase of nearly 10,000 over October's 

total.   The overall gross and net material support effectiveness 

for the month were 67 percent and 82 percent, respectively. 

Newly acquired warehouse space was undergoing renovation at 

month's end, and occupancy during January was anticipated. Acqui- 

sition of additional leased warehousing was discontinued In view 

of indications of planned construction of permanent warehouse space 

at Newport* 

At month's end, NAVSUPPACT, Saigsn, was viewing with concern 

the low Coonon Item Listing effectiveness of the U. S. Army's 

506th Field Depot.    Of 86 requisitions submitted under the "fill or 
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kill" procedure for items on tht Conrnon Itm listing in Novsabsr, 

none wer« filled.    Positive cancellation status was recclTed on 17 

of the requisitions.    Of these 17, additional status cards hare 

been received indicating that nine of these cancelled requisitions 

have been referred to Okinawa.    In addition to the above requisi- 

tions, 255 routine requisitions have been forwarded to the 506th 

Field Depot for items appearing on the in-country Amry Stock List. 

The net effectiveness of the Depot on these requisitions was two 

percent. 

MAVSUPPACT, Saigon, Noveaber inventory of Operational logistic 

aircraft consistsd of three 0-117», on« US-2B, one 0-45 *nd one 

UH-34.   TWo additional üH-34e and one additional US-2B were «xp«e- 

ted in-country in Deceaber. 

A total of 2,901 passengere and 203,211 pounds of cargo were 

air transported by NAVSUPPACT, Saigon, during Novsaber.    During 

the ssas period, NAVSUPPACT surface craft transported a total of 

1,591 short-tons of cargo. 

NAVSUPPACT, Saigon, had a total on board count of 2,103 p«r- 

sonnsl as of th« «nd of Hoveaber. 
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A Marine CH-53 helicopter books up to a Seabee "dozer" for a rapid 
transport to a remote construction site in northern Quang Trl 
province. 
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TOIRD MAYAL CCWSTRUCTIOII BBIQAOI 

Six weeks of Intenaire effort by Seabees fron nine different 

construction bAttaliona wee culalnated on 1 NoTeabwr when the new 

Quang ?rl air facilities were fomally presented to the Cn—ind- 

ing General, FIRST Marine Aircraft Wing, hj Coeaander, THIRD Naval 

Construction Brigade.    To couplets this project in the short tine 

allowed, after receiTing only a few days prior notice, it was nec- 

essary to form a composite crew fro« the aost readily available sen 

and equipaent fron eeveial different battalions.    With the fn—mil 

ing Officer of Haral Mobile Construction Battalion THREE (MCB 3) 

in orsrall coasand of the project, the Executive Officer of NNCB 

121 led 50 Seabees onto the site to begin construction on 15 Sep- 

tesiber. 

While the Marines set up a psriaeter defense and a horde of 

VietnsMs* civilians restored the 11,000 graves that occupied the 

sandy site, the Seabees pulled heavy construction equipaent onto 

the «ite and began rough grading for the 3*500-foot airstrip with 

its two 300-foot overruns, 20,000 square yards of parking apron, 

and 90,000 square yards of helicopter pad. As the working specs 

developed, the Seabee force increased to 200 men and included 30th 

Naval Construction Regioent elements fro« NfCBs 1, 4* 7, 74» and 

133; *Nd 32nd Naval Construction Reginent eleaents froa NMCVs 3* 

11, and 121.    Convoys bearing supplies and construction aaterlals. 
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Including 175*000 bags of cament and 30 acres of AN2 and M8A1 

matting, arrived to kaap pace with the work. Meanwhile, NMCB 

10, the alert battalion on Okinawa, was ordered to Vietnaa to 

assist on this and other high priority work. 

Only 3P days after the start of the Job the first C-130 

aircraft landed on the airstrip, and by 1 November all of the 

work specified, which actually is the first increment of a tauch 

larger complex to follow, was complete.    The initial construc- 

tion, in addition to the airstrip facilities, included a 500-man 

galley, 30 hootches, and a temporary aamunition supply point. 

Despite a prolonged diet of C-rations and two enemy mortar 

attacks during the busy six weeks, spirits were high as reflected 

by the huge black skull-and-crossboms flag that flew over the 

camp,  proclaiming it to be the headquarters of the Ghost Battalion, 

a subtle tribute to those who formerly occupied the site, and a 

reminder that even a composite group need not be nameless* 

During Novenber, NMCB 10 moved its base camp from Phu Bai to 

the new combat base at Quang Tri and was accomplishing all mili- 

tary construction work there.    In order to provide a stable working 

surface in wet weather, the Seabees were soil-cementing the air 

freight terminal, staging areas, and roads throughout the base. 

They completed 35 ammunition supply points and four earth berms at 

the bulk fuel storage area.    For aircraft protection, NMCB 10 
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erected 750 feet of pre-engineered metal revetments on the 90«000 

square yard helicopter pad.   Anchor pins for the helicopter pad 

matting continued to be driven and areas needed for expansion of 

the pads were being leveled and compacted,   A mortar tower, a 

water tower, and two water tanks were also erected, and work was 

continuing on administrative buildings and supply facilities for 

the PIRST Marine Air Wing and the Force Logistics Command (FLC), 

During the month, roadwork on National Route #1 was taking 

place from north of Dong Ha to Quang Ngai.    In the Quang Tri area, 

Seabees fron NHCB 10 replaced three culverts which had been des- 

troyed by the Viet Cong.   Asphalt patching and seal coating was 

being conducted by NMCB 121 and NMCB 3 in the Phu Bai area and a 

detail from NMCB 7U replaced three culverts blown by the Viet Cong 

and enlarged four others«   In addition, they repaired 12 deep 

trenches which the enaay had dug into the road,   NMCB 6 Seabees 

completed repairs on 11 miles of Route #1 between Binh Son and 

Quang Ngai and MO 1 Seabees completed the installation of 

security lighting for the newly reconstructed Naw-0 Bridge which 

is located Just north of Nam-0 village, 

A detail from NMCB 11 completed the knj Special Forces Camp 

at Lang Vei within six months after their arrival, despite heavy 

rains, severe logistics problems, and enemy harassment.    Other 

Seabees of NMCB 11 completed 10 butler buildings for the THIRD 
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Marine Division and a 2^0-inan gallay at Camp Carroll, Work vaa 

also continuing on the two 500-man gallays which war« turned over 

to NMCB 10 for completion. 

Seabeea remove mud and silt fron the abutment forms for a bridge 
under construction in I Corps Tactical Zone, 

NMCB 3 completed two 10,000-barrel, three 3,000-barrel, and 

one 1,000-barrel POL (Petroleum, Oil, Lubricants) tanks at the Tan 
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My port facility and were continuing work on th« piping syota» to 

conplat« th« first increment of tha project,   Seabeee from NMCB 3 

were also working on the Hue tele vision studio and on various struc- 

tures in the Ola La coeibat base,   Thagr also completed a special 

services building and finished 80 percent of an officer's club for 

the THIRD Marina Division camp at Phu Bai. 

NMCB 7, located at Danang East, conpleted three generator 

sheds at the Marble Mountain Air Facility and an extensive drain- 

age system for the Light Anti-Alrcraft Missile site on Monkey 

Mountain,    Seabees froa NMCB 7 were also rehabilitating barracks 

at Canp Tien She, constructing the Naval Support Activity, Danang 

Public Works Department shops, and working on an NSA 200-bed hos- 

pital expansion project, 

NMCB 126, also located at Danang Bast, completed a 13,000 

square foot helicopter pad at Amunltlon Supply Point ONE and was 

continuing to work on the »munition storage pads, roads, and 

security fencing there,    Seabees from NMCB 126 ware also working 

on the construction of three 10,OOO'barrel tanks for the Marble 

Mountain fuel farm. 

During the month NMCB 7U completed the fifth increment of Am- 

munition Supply Point TWO and finished the shells of nine U0- by 

100-foot rigid frame storage buildings for Force Logistics Conunand, 

Also at FLC, NMCB 1 conpleted eight butler buildings and constructed 
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the shells for eight others. By month's end NMCB 1 had also nearly 

completed the 3'00-man galley for the FIRST Shore Party Battalion, 

During the month NMCB 9 mads good progress on a cantoment 

complex at the Danang airfield which included 13 enlisted barracks, 

two BOQs, an EM club, and an administrative building. When com- 

pleted, this project will be occupied by NAVSU^PACT Danang &nd 

Early Warning Squadron ONE (VW 1) personnel. 

Pour concrete flightline pads for Marine Air Group TWELVE 

were completed during November at Chu Lai by Seabees of NMCB 6, 

They were also working on a permanent power distribution system.for 

the Chu Lai combat base and had coqpleted two covered storage ware- 

houses, 15,000 square yards of open storage, and six ammunition 

bunkers for the Amy, NMCB UO, also at Chu Lai, completed 17 ammu- 

nition bunkers and three five-cell modules in the first increment 

of a Class V Amunition Supply Point, They were also continuing 

work on a Republic of Korea medical facility. 
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MILITARY PSYCHOLOGICAL AUD CIVIC ACTION OPgRATIOIB 

Although psychological optrations and civic action projaets art 

distinct in concept and execution, the ralue of on« often weaves 

itself through the fabric of the other»    The river patrol sections 

of Operation GAME WARDEN, for exaaple, conducted MEDCAPs regularly 

An elderly Vietnaaese aan describes his ailaents to an interpreter 
while Hospital Corpsman Third Class Bill HERRING looks on. 

for residents of the Delta.   The visits involve not only the treat- 

sent of villagers for diverse ailaents, but also the distribution of 

vital comnodities, including soap, and assistance to the Vietnaaese 

in aatters of individual and coanunal hygiene.    In Nov«aber the 
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Catholic Relief Services nude available to U.  3. Navy units four 

and one-half tons of »»Ucal supplies.    These supplies were deliv- 

ered to Uelta-based units for use during MEDCAPs and similar mis- 

sions.    In addition,  five tons of soap,  procured through US/PWNAF 

Military Civic Action and Psychological Warfare funds   Mas also 

made available to the GANE WUiDiJJ units for dissemination. 

In addition to MEDCAPs and other related projects, river patrol 

craft regularly conducted "psyops" missions, as did other naval units 

throughout Vietnam, which included loudspeaker broadcasts and the 

distrioutlon of leaflets and other literature.    Naval forces conduc- 

ted UIO hours of surface and aerial broadcasts and distributed over 

122,000 Free South Newspapers and magasines to villagers whose only 

source of current events was that provided by the Viet Cong.    There 

were 30 250-watt loudspeaker Systeme supplied to River Squadron 

FIVE and Coastal Squadron ONE for installation on GAME WARDEN and 

MARKET TIM£ craft.    To increase the broadcast capability of the Navy 

units, an additional 108 systems were ordered. 

In an effort to improve the poor conditions found in the iso- 

lated schools in the Delta region, 150 teacher kits, supplied by 

USAID, and 100 blackboards were distributed by the various River 

Patrol Sections along the Ham Luong, Co Chien and Bassac Rivers. 

The Vietnamese hospital ship«, HAT GIANG (HQ 400) and HAN 

GIANG (HQ 401), treated we than 11,000 residents in need of 
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medical or dental assistance as they conducted psychological and 

civic action operations in the Fourth Riverine Area, 16 through 30 

Noreaber. 

There was a marked decrease in the Hoi Chanh rallying rate in 

the Delta during the month.    Intelligence sources indicated that 

one of the primary reasons for this was that the local force guer- 

rillas were remaining at horns to complete the rice harrest.    There 

were also indications of increased Viet Cong pressure to prevent 

desertions coinciding with the coonencenent of the Winter-Spring 

offensive. 

A number of Viet Cong propaganda leaflets were recovered by 

units of the Mobile Riverine Force (TF 117) during operations eon- 

ducted in the Mekong Delta.   These leaflets included appeals to 

Korean soldiers in their native language, appeals to U. S. Negro 

servicemen and appeals to U. S.  servicemen with anti-war sentiments. 

The U.  S.  Naval Mobile Construction Battalions continued to 

demonstrate an active civic action program in their respective areas 

of operation as they applied their many building talents to the 

improvsment of the living and sanitation conditions of the local 

populace.    Efforts were also expended in Improving various school 

and religious facilities.   Mambers of Mobile Construction Battal- 

ion SEVEN contributed 10,670$ VN ($90.i»2) to a scholarship fund that 

permitted needy children from Sou Cha village to attend school for 
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another month. Th« importanc« that this battalion places on «d- 

ucation can bast b« «xmpliflod by th« following axcerpt fro« a 

battalion report: "Our basic trust in civic action has been in th« 

area of «due at ion. It is th« feeling of th« NNCB SEVEN Civic Ac- 

tion Team that there is no greater contribution that can b« aad« to 

the future of a strong Vietnam than in providing for th« impres- 

sionable young people the opportunity to learn and thus be prepared 

to be the leaders of toraaorrow. It is felt the greatest gift w« 

can leave behind is the gift of education and facilities for educa- 

tion. In our work with the people we have found in thesi a great 

desire to learn and gain an education, especially among the child- 

ren, and older people will often go to great lengths to ensure an 

education for their children. We have thus focused our attention in 

this direction. We have set up a scholarship fund for fifty children 

to go to school and hope that this can be expanded as time goes on. 

We have built or assisted in building additions to three and now 

possibly four schools. Up until two month« ago we paid the partial 

salary of two teachers in My Thi hamlet. How we ar« hoping to pro- 

vide living facilities for two new teacher« to com« to this area to 

teach. In addition to this we are teaching English to the Vietnam««« 

on an average of i»6 hours a month. Our greatest sens« of perconal 

•at 1« fact ion ha« b««n in knowing that we have provided an opportun- 

ity to learn and grow for acme young people in East Oanang." 
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PBR sailors gently lift a seriously 111 VlstnttMS« from their boat 
after evacuating him from an outpost to the medical facilities at 
Hy Tho. 

The following is a tabulation of certain civic action projects 

conducted during Novaraber by U. S. and Vietnamese naval forces. 

Construction projects involving renovation or repair are so indica- 

ted with an R. 

1.    Construction: 
a. Bridges 
b. Culverts 
c« Dispensaries 
d. Dwellings/Number of families 
e. Hospitals 
f. Leveling/grading projects 
g. Orphanages 
h. Playgrounds 

IB 
3 
1 

3/6, 1R 
2R 
2 
1 
3 
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1. Roads (tenth of Km) 1R 
J. Toilets/public 2 
k. Wells 8, 7R 

2. Medical treatments: 
a. General medical 36,511» 
b. Dental 3»428 
c. Surgery 129 
d. Biergency evacuations 140 

3. Health and Sanitation: 
a. Classes on personal hygiene/attendance 5/226 
b. Medical aides or nurses trained 17 
c. Spray insecticide operations 18 
d. Swamp areas drained 2 
e. MKDCAPs 172 
f. Immunizations 1,254 
g. Patients hospitalized 17 
h. Health books 220 

4. Distribution of commodities (pounds unless otherwise specified): 
a. Blacksmith kits (number) 6 
b. Cement 57,300 
c. Clothing 6,100 
d. Fertiliser 600 
e. Pood 217,000 
f. Lumber (board feet) 373,000 
g. Medical, non-prescription 213 
h. Medical kits (number) 75 
i. Physical education kits (number) 26 
J. School kits (number) 1,500 
k. Soap 810 
1. Tin sheets (number) 1,187 
m. Woodworker kits (number) 35 
n. Maternity kits (number) 24 
o. Mason kits (number) 3 
p. School binders (cases) 8 
q. Paper blankets 330 
r. Text books 940 
s. Anvils (number) 2 
t. Baroer kits (number) 6 
u. Brick makers (number) 6 
v. Textile kits (number) 37 
w. Sandbags (pallets) 3 
x. Hand pumps (number) 6 
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y.    Sewing machlnM (numb«r) 

5.    Educational efforts: 

6. 

a.    English classes/attendance 91A85 
b.    Teacher kits 12 

Voluntary piaster contributions in support of: 
a.    Hospitals 120,950 
b.    Orphanages u,a50 
c.    Schools 17,590 
d.    VNN housii« 76,280 
e.    Refugees 7,100 
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SALVAOE OPEBATIOIIS 

On 5 November Tea» 3 of Harbor Clearance Unit ONE, embarked In 

TLLC-2, recovered a USAID forkUft which had sunk In 30 f**t of 

water alongside a pier at Newport near the Blen Hoa bridge the pre- 

vious day. 

On U November Team 3 of HCU 1, embarked In YLLC-2, proceeded 

to Don Rach Cat (French Fort), 11 miles south of lha Be on the 

Solrap River, to conduct a salvage survey and remove a sunken 

barge which was a menace to navigation. The survey revealed that 

the obstruction was part of an old pier complex weighing 70 tons 

and heavily reinforced with concrete* On 19 November the salvage 

job was completed with the removal of the marine hasard. 

At 1825 on 16 November, USS CLARK COUNTI (LST 601) broached 

In the vicinity of Due Pho, 68 miles south-southwest of Daaang, 

when her starboard screw became fouled by the stern anchor cable. 

USS IREDELL COUNTY (LST 839), in attMpting to assist ths broached 

SEVENTH Fleet LST, beached herself In order to avoid broaching and 

was unable to retract from the beach. 

An iemediate call for assistance set a massive salvage effort 

into operation. The next day at 1205, IREDP.L COUNTY was refloated 

and proceeded to Danang for a thorough underbody Inspection and 

damage assessment. 

While the major portion of the salvage operation was accomplithsd 
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by salvage craft from U. S. SKVENTH Fleet assets, there were sev- 

eral NAVFORV units Involved. During the two-week recovery opera- 

tion, NAVSUPPACT Danang provided valuable assistance in ferrying 

salvage equipnent to the scene and Team 5 of Harbor Clearance Unit 

ONE and Underwater Demolition Teem 11 contributed intensely toward 

the successful salvage operation. Month's end found the CLARK 

COUNTY still broached at Due Pho with a major pull scheduled for 

the next day. 

In the early morning hours of 2U November, THEN 16, anchored 

at the confluence of the Ham Luong and Ben Tre rivers, suffered an 

underwater explosion which ripped an 18- by 17-foot hole in the 

craft's hull below the water line. A raging fire, fomented by * 

ruptured fuel tank, ensued. The fire raged out of control for sev- 

eral hours, and completely gutted the engineering and shop spaces 

before being extinguished. USS HUHTBtDQM COUNTT (LST 838), on sta- 

tion at the mouth of the Ham Luong river, came to the aid of the 

stricken GAMS WARDEN support barge, and provided major assistance 

in extinguishing the fire. TLLC 4» with Team 3 of HCU ONE embarked, 

rushed to the scene from Dong Tarn and provided emergency power and 

fireiMiin pressure. 

Following the explosion, TRBM-16 settled nine feet by the stem 

because of flooded engineroom stowage spaces and adjacent living 

compartments. The meet serioue flooding was confined to these 
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spaces and was quickly contained. Later that morning CGMNAVSUPP- 

ACT Saigon arrived and assumed the duties of on-seen« connander. 

XRSN-16 

At 0900 on 25 November, YTB-7Ö4, escorted by two ASPBs, 

PBRs and HUNTERDON COUNTY, commenced towing the disabled support 

barge to Dong Tarn for emergency hull repairs. At HO5 YRBK-16, 

with ILLC-4 alongside, wae moored to a buoy off of Dong Tarn In 

the My Tho river. 

On 27 November divers from HCU ONE recovered the remains of 

two of the five missing Navymen from the flooded after berthing 

compartment. The following day, the Officer In Charge of Harbor 
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Clearance Teaa ONE arrived and assuned control of the salvage ope- 

ration. On 29 NoTflaber the reaainlng three bodies were recovered. 

The 17-foot draft of TREN-16 precluded Its entering shallow 

Dong Tan basin. It was therefore necessary to off-load all aonu- 

nition, froten and fresh provisions, fuel end lube oil and all 

PER spare parts in order to lighten the barge to the ■*THII« ex- 

tent possible. The lightened support ship was beached on JO Novem- 

ber, stem first on the My Tho river bank south of Dong Tea to 

take advantage of the ten-foot tidal range and thereby facilitate 

temporary underwater hull repairs for an ocean tow to the ship- 

yard repair facility at Subic Bay. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

A total of 86,202 messago w«r« handled by the CCMNAVPORV Net- 

sage Center during Novanber.    This was an Increase of 5*577 messages 

over the October total. 

The Project STARBOARD TACK (the use of C/onunleatlon vans trans- 

portable by helicopters) VHF/UHF Tans shipping date was further de- 

layed until 8 December.    The UHF units of the Tans wers shipped to 

the contractor on 1 September for installation, while the VHF units 

were undergoing testing by contractor personnel.   The six AN/TRC-97A 

microware rans were stored at NAVSÜPPACT Danang awaiting arriral of 

/»OO-cycle converters which were scheduled for shipment on 1 December. 

Two RCA Technical Representatives, presently in country, were des- 

ignated to report to COMMAVSUPPACT, Danang to support, and provide 

on-the-job training for the AN/TRC-97A microwaTe equipment. 

Meanwhile, the Project SEARCHLIGHT installation at the CCMNAV- 

PORV Headquarters Communications Center became operational, even 

though the air conditioning equipment and acoustic tile were not 

yet installed.    The status of the remaining uncompleted sites was 

unchanged, and it was estimated that work will commsnce at these 

sites upon the return of the Electronics Installation Team from Ha- 

waii in early January. 

Project BOWLINE (NAVCOMMSTA Cam Ranh Bay) continued to be 

plagued with electrical power problems.    An investigation of the 
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circumstances surrounding the recent power failures at the trans- 

mitter site revealed that unqualified Aragr enlisted operators and 

unqualified Army contractor (Pacific Architects and Engineers) 

maintenance personnel were manning the generators which provided 

the sole power and backup to the site. Puither investigation re- 

vealed that the PA&E maintenance personnel did not have on hand 

the capability to repair or supervise the repair of the three 700- 

KW MUSE generators in use. 

Pending installation of the permanent power plant In early CT 

66,  arrangements were made with the U. S. Army to extend the Vlnnell 

Corporation power distribution line to both the NCS Cam Ranh Bay 

transmitter and receiver sites. This temporary power arrangsnent, 

in conjunction with the use of two 700-KW MUSE generators and four 

200-KW generators, was deemed sufficient to provide both the pri- 

mary and backup power required. 

Action was also initiated to amend the NAVSUPPACT Danang Phil- 

co-Ford contract to include the operation and maintenance of the 

NAVCCMMSTA Cam Ranh Bay power plant. 
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Admiral SHARP, Coaaand«r-in-Ghi«f, Pacific, arrives on board USS 
BENEWAH (APB 35). 
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ORGANIZATION AMD CdMAMD 

On 5 Noveaber Vic« Admiral Francis J. BLOUIN, USN, Comander 

Amphibious Forces, Pacific Fleet, began a five-day tour of South 

Vietnam for a series of orientation and up-date briefings* Inclu- 

ded in Vice Admiral BLOUIN»s itinerary were visits to the Saigon 

headquarters of COMNAVFORV, the Naval Support Activity at Danang, 

the Coastal Surveillance Force (CTF 115) headquarters at Cam Ranh 

Bay, and the River Patrol Force (CTF 116} headquarters at Binh 

Thuy. On 6 November Vice Admiral BLOUIN visited the Mobile Riverine 

Base at Dong Tarn where he addressed the assault boat crews at a 

Flotilla Parade and Inspection and also presented 18 Purple Heart 

Medals to members of th* boat crews recently wounded in action. 

On 11 Novambor Admiral Ulysses S. G. SHARP, USN, Commander- 

in-Chief, Pacific, accompanied by R«*r Admiral Kenneth L. VETH, USN, 

Commander U. S. Naval Forces, Vietnam, visited the Mobile Riverine 

Force where he received an up-date briefing on current operations 

and future plans for the MRF, 

On 21 November Senator John G. TOWER (Republican-Texas), of 

the Senate Committee on Armed Services, visited the MRF for an in- 

spection and briefing on the concept and operational employment of 

the MRF. Senator TOMB expressed considerable interest in the cap- 

abilities, armor and armament of the riverine craft« 

On 28 November Captain Meryl A. IIANS, USN, relieved Cooaander 
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Jospeh K. STANLEY, USN, as the commanding officer, U. S. Naval 

Air Facility, Cam Ranh Bay. 

MMMHMI 
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NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP 

VIETNAMESE NAVT 

The personnel strength of the Vietnamese Navy on 30 November 

was 16,238 officers and enlisted men; of this number 1>245 were 

officers, 3,151 were non-commissioned officers, and 11,842 were 

enlisted men.    The number of personnel discharged as deserters de- 

creased from 38 in October to 36 in November, however the number 

of unauthorised absentees increased from 283 in October to 327 in 

Noveni>er* 

On 1 November, in the most significant integration to date of 

the Vietnamese Navy into Operation MARKET TIME, four Fleet Command 

ships relieved U. S. units of the surveillance responsibilities in 

coastal patrol areas IG (25 miles southeast of Danang), kE (just 

east of Nha Trang), 6C (50 miles northeast of Vung Tau), and 9L 

(west of Phu Quoe Island).    At the start of the month six ships 

were qualified for MARKET TINE duties, by the end of the month 

this number had risen to eight. 

The Mekong River convoys of commercial shipping to Cambodia 

resumed on 3 November after having been suspended since 14 October. 

The Vietnamese Joint General Staff had directed that the convoys be 

stopped until the VNN could implement special operations to reduce 

the increased mine threat.    Additional minesweeping patrols by 
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River Assault Groups 26 and 32 discovered three mines In late Oc- 

tober and a U. S.  Navy Mobile Riverine Force craft swept a fourth 

mine on 1 November.    With the increased patrols on the rivers the 

Joint General Staff felt that the Viet Cong would not be able to 

re-mine the main channel and directed that the  convoye be resumed. 

On the 16th, at the Naval Training Center, Nha Trang,  the 

midshipmen of the Naval Academy Class 18 completed their 10-week 

preparatory program and began their 21-month major program.    On 

the 25th, 27 men completed the Naval Training Center's Class "A" 

school for Electronics Technicians.    At the Naval Advanced Training 

Center, Saigon, on 3 November 99 men completed class "B" schools 

in several technical ratings.    On the 16th, PC£ 11 completed the 

underway training program.    The program, set up for training the 

commissioning crews of the four newest PGMs and re-training the 

crews of th>   older PGMs, was expanded to include all Fleet Command 

units. 

Fleet Coaaand 

In November the Fleet Comaand had 25*5 ships available daily 

and maintained 13 ships on station off the coast of South Vietnam, 

five ships on river patrols and one ship on convoy escort duty be- 

tween Vung Tau and Tan Chau.    The month's operations included 

MARKET TIME and other anti-infiltration activities, psychological 

warfare and civic action visits, escort patrols and gunfire support 
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■Lsaiont.    Th« »hip« flr«d 55 gunflr« «upport aiseloni during t\m 

month, Mftrehad 1,121 Jtonka and 4*734 parsons, and datalnad two 

paraona. 

The Plaat CoMand'a patrol craft, consisting of PCs, PCIa, 

gunboats (PCMs) and aiMawaapai* (MSCa), patrollad tha eoaata of 

tha four naval sonaa; tha PGMa also patrollad tha Soirap and Long 

Ta« RiTara in tha Rv« Sat Spacial Zona.    Tha PCSa f irad f iva gun- 

firs aLaaiona during tha aonth and tha gunboata 11; aoat of tha 

■iaaiona involvad nighttiaa aupport to Coastal Group baaaa and 

othar Viatnaaaaa outpoata.    On tha 13th, 70 ailaa soutbaast of 

Danang, PCA 12 cooductad a gunfira aupport uLasion that hslpad 

rapal and diaparaa an anoapr forea advancing on tha Coastal Group 

16 baaa.    In ona of tha VHM*« aoat aueeaaaful gunfira aiaaiona 

thia juar, ths PCS'a accuraU fira kiUad 19 Vlat Cong, wouadad at 

laaat 20 aora, and daatrojad ona 82-aui aortar and savaral individ- 

ual waapona. 

Maanwhila, tha landing aupport ahipa (LSILa and LSSLs) pro- 

vidad eoaatal patrols, rivar patrols, convoy asoort and gunfira 

aupport aarvieaa In tha Third Naval Zona, ths Fourth Rivarina Araa 

and tha HSSZ.   Tha LSILa conductsd 13 gunfira aiaaiona and tha 

LSSLs eonduBtad 26. 

Throughout tha aonth, two of tha Plaat Coasand's aora apa- 

cialisad unita eontinoad thair tasks; tha aotor-launch ainaauaapara 
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patrolled the ship channel from the see to the Port of Saigon and 

the Dong Ngai River from Saigon to Bien Hoa, and the underwater 

deaolition teas (LDNN) detachasnts conducted nightlj hull inspec- 

tions of ships berthed in the Port of Saigon and operated with the 

U. S. Navy SEALs in the RSSZ and the Fourth Riverine Area« 

Coastal Force 

In November the Coastal Force searched 30,809 Junks and sam- 

pans and 104*988 persons, detaining four Junks and 267 suspects. 

On a daily average 86 percent of the Force's 192 available Junks 

were on patrol.    On 15 November, Comeander Phung Nhat TAN, VNN, 

relieved Coanander Nguyen Huu CHI, VNN, as the Coanander, Fourth 

Naval Zone at An Thoi.    Coamander CHI is now the Political Warfare 

Officer on the staff of the Coanander in Chief, VNN. 

In the First Naval Zone during November, the emphasis remained 

on river, bay and lagoon patrols since the monsoon weather con- 

tinued to eake open-sea patrols dangerous for the Coastal Group 

Junks, and the civilian craft were using the inland waterways. 

Coastal Groups 11, 12, 13 and U felt the increased desire of the 

eneaQr to remove the government forces restraining his use of the 

coastal waters.    The Coastal Group II base, near the mouth of the 

Cua Viet, received a barrage of 30 rounds of 105-aa artillery fire 

at 0120 on the 2nd.    The rounds, which landed short of the base 

itself, were fired from gun positions in, or north of, the 
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DeadllUriMd Zone.    On the 11th, in response to an intelligence 

report of a Viet Cong concentration nine miles south of their base, 

and 34 miles northwest of Danang, a Coastal Group 12 ambush party 

located an amnunition cache containing assorted rounds of ammuni- 

tion varying from small arms to a B-40 rocket.    On the 15th, 

Coastal Group 11, with a Popular Force platoon, killed two Viet 

Cong and detained two suspects in a sweep three miles south of the 

Cua Viet.    The same day, three Coastal Group 13 Junks and 130 Pop- 

ular Force troops aade a second sweep in the area identified in 

the Coastal Group 12 intelligence report of the 11th, killing one 

Viet Cong and capturing 19 others.    From the 15th to the 17th, 

other Coastal Group 13 Junks with the I Corps RAG detachment and 

ground forces from Thua Thien sector conducted Operation THUA 

THIKN 22 in the island area between the Coastal Groups 12 and 13 

bases.    Two Viet Cong were killed, seven others were captured and 

123 enemy suspects were detained. 

At 0116 on 28 Noveaber, the Coastal Group 14 base at Hoi An, 

15 miles south of Oanang, was attacked by a Viet Cong force armsd 

with aortars, recoilless-rif les and automtie weapons.    The 20- 

minute attack started when two mortar rounds landed in the com- 

pound and recoilless-rifle rounds or mines detonated against two 

Junks at anchor 50 yards from the base pier.   One Viet Cong, armed 

with two grenades, was captured in the water as he approached the 
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base. During the attack« POP 21 provided Illumination support and 

a U. S. Marine helicopter fire team conducted area fire Into the 

enemy's weapons positions. One sailor was killed, one was wounded 

and five others are missing In action; the Viet Cong casualties 

are unknown. 

In the Second Naval Zone In November, Coastal Group 23 sailors 

made three sweeps of the southern portion of a peninsula 25 miles 

south of Qul Nhon and evacuated a total of 55 families from the 

peninsula to secure areas near the Coastal Group base. On the 

10th, one sailor Mas killed by «neagr fire from the evacuation site 

when a patrolling Junk passed the area. On the evening of 19 No- 

veafcer, one Coastal Group 22 junk killed three Viet Cong and de- 

tained five suspected Viet Cong In a fire fight along the shore of 

upper Qul Nhon harbor, five miles north of Qul Nhon. Two nights 

later, another patrol In the sans area attempted to stop a sampan 

containing three men. On being ordered to stop one man palled the 

pin of a hand grenade and was Immediately shot over the side leaving 

the live grenade In the boat. When the grenade exploded It caused 

the second occupant to drop a live grenade and the damage caused 

by the two grenades sank the sampan. Vlst Cong propaganda was re- 

covered from the scene and additional documents were taken from the 

bodies of two of the men when they were recovered. On the 27th« as 

a result of the two Incidents, four companies from Binh Dlnh sector 
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and Coastal Group 22, supported by two Swift boats, began sweeping 

the entire peninsula. At month's end the operation was still con- 

tinuing. 

uneny activity began in the Third Naval Zone on the Ist, when 

the  7iet Cong sank two Coastal Group 37 Junks and attacked the 

Coastal Groups 34/37 bases with mortar fire.    The destruction of 

the Junks, eoored to a single buoy, at 2155 started the attack and 

was ionsdiately followed by several mortar rounds which hit near 

the Coastal Group 34 base.    The USS HUNTORDON COUNTY (LST 838), a 

GAME WARDEN support ship,  fired its 40-mm guns into the site of 

the nuzzle flashes and at 2230 PCP 37« the MARKET TIME patrol unit 

offshore, commenced illumination fire.    The two U. S. units, 

coupled with the fire from a nearby ARVN artillery battery, broke 

the attack at 2305.    Local intelligence sources reported the 

counter-battery fire killed nine Viet Cong and wounded 13 others; 

one sailor, on board one of the destroyed Junks, is missing and 

presumed killed. 

Just before dawn on the 19th, in response to an intelligence 

report, units of Coastal Group 35 struck a Vist Cong staging area 

near the Co Chien River, four miles southeast of Tra Vinh.    The 

Coastal Group units attacked the enemy site with machine-gun and 

60-mm mortar fire, killing 11 of the Viet Cong and wounding several 

■ore.    Three days later, at 1500 on the 22nd, the Coastal Group 35 
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■ortarnen again shelled the area killing three of the eneay and 

wounding one high-ranking ■anber of the district cadre. 

Meanwhile, Coastal Group 36, based on the south bank of the 

Bassac River 37 ndles downstream from Can Tho, undertook a series 

of four operations along the river between the 21st and 29th* 

During the afternoon of the 21st, two enemjr sappans saccessfullj 

ran the Junk blockade between Dung Island and ths southern shore. 

Requesting a third Junk with a reaction party eäbarked, the two 

patrolling Junks closed the beach, suppressed the enemr fire and 

retrieved one ootorised sampan from the beach. The third Junk 

landed the reaction party and Joined in the "hold-down" operation 

while the sailors ashore closed ths Viet Cong and engaged them. 

The 10-minute fir« fight ended with three Viet Covg  killed, one 

captured and two rifles and the sampan seised. On the 26th, three 

Junks blockaded the shore from one to four miles south of the 

Coastal Qroup base while four companies of ARVN troops swept from 

an inland road to the river. One fleeing Viet Cong «as killed by 

the sailors; three others were killed and one was captured by the 

ARVN troops. On ths 28th and 29th, the reaction force conducted 

two one-day ambush and destroy operations; the first, on»j-half 

mile south of the base, and the second, one mile north of the base. 

No contact was aade with the eneay but many bunkers and punji stake 

traps were destroyed. 
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In tM Fourth Naval Zone on 7 Noveaber, the raid« platoon of 

Coastal Group 41» using civilian junks, nade a pre-dawn sweep on a 

group of Viet Cong sanpans fishing 15 alles east of Ca Nau Point. 

During the fire fight two Viet Cong were killed and two were woun- 

ded but escaped to shore.    One saapan containing nuasrous docuaents 

MS seised.    At 0600, one of the Coastal Group junks and PCF 11, 

patrolling in the bay 17 alles northeast of Ca Kau Point, were 

taken under fire fron prepared fighting positions at the aouth of 

the Bai Hap elver.    The two units destroyed or damaged all of the 

bunkers causing unknown casualties. 

On the afternoon of the 17th, several Junks froa Coastal 

Groups 43, 44 and 45 supported the Cai Nuoc defense post, three 

alles up the Cai Lon river froa the Coastal Group base at Kien An. 

Together, the Regional Force company and the Junks were able to 

break the machine-gun attack.    Three soldiers were killed and two 

others and two sailors were wounded in the action. 

Riverine Area Naval Coamnds 

In Noveaber the River Assault Groups conducted four operations 

in the First Naval Zone, 11 in the Third Riverine Area and the Rung 

Sat Special Zone, and 28 in the Fourth Riverine Area.    The RAG 

units also psrforasd escort duty and conducted river patrol, base 

defense and psychological warfare missions.    With a daily average 

employment of 85 percent of the 158 Available craft the RAG units 
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searched 5,878 Junks and 15*898 persons and detained two Junks and 

295 persons. 

The First Naval Zone's RAG detachment,  co-located with Coastal 

Group 12,  supported the ARVN 3rd Infantry Reglnmt In Operation LAN 

SON U2/XDNT,   five miles southeast of HUB,  from 2 through 5 Novem- 

ber.,    The combined force killed five Viet Cong, captured two others, 

and detained 17 suspects*    Four ARVN soldiers were wounded.    In the 

three remaining operations the detachment supported sector and sub- 

sector troops on two-day search and destroy operations which nade 

only light  contact with the eneo^. 

The November activity of the RAGs In the Third Riverine Area 

was concentrated In Long An province where nine of the area's 11 op- 

erations were conducted.    However, the first activity of the month 

was in dlnh Duong province, 23 miles northwest of Saigon on the 7th 

and 8th, when RAGe 27 and 28 and a Regional Force boat company 

supported the U. S   Army 25th Infantry Division In search and de- 

stroy operations.    With the RAG craft providing river blockade and 

gunfire support, the Regional Force LCVPs* transported the troops 

into all the streams and canals along a five mile portion of the 

Saigon river.    Twenty-five Viet Cong suspects were detained and 15 

* LCVP - A 36-foot wooden-hulled, ramp-bowed, landing craft 
capable of carrying 36 troops.    The LCVPs are armed with 
one .50 caliber and three .30 caliber machine guns. 
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Junks and many enemy records were seized. 

In Long An province, between 9 and 19 November, RAGs 24 and 

27 supported four ARVN operations along the Vam Co Tay and Vaa Co 

Dong lilvers.    On the 21st, while returning from an operation to 

their advance base at Tan An, RAG 24 was attacked three times in a 

five-mile portion of the Vam Co Tay river, 22 miles south of Sai- 

gon.    At 1225 the enemy detonated a water mine between units In 

the column but caused no damage.    Two hours later, two B-40 rocket 

rounds hit an LCM damaging the starboard side of 'he ramp.    Upon 

clearing the area of the rocket attack, the formation received 

heavy automatic-weapons fire from the west bank, returned fire and 

continued through the anbush area without any major casualties. 

The Viet Cong continued their attacks when, on the morning of the 

24th, they ambushed a RAG 27 patrol on the Vam Co Dong river three 

miles south of their advance bass in Ben Luc and 18 miles southwest 

of Saigon.    A river patrol craft (RFC), minesweeping ahead of the 

column, was hit with automatic-weapons fire, killing one sailor 

and wounding two others. 

On the 26th and 27th, RAG 30 craft supported units of the 

U. S. Amy 199th Light Infantry Brigade conducting Operation 

FAIRFAX along the Dong Ngai river 10 miles east of Saigon.    From 

information found in a sampan seised by a RAG unit, the ground 

forces swept Inland and found three Viet Cong equipment caches 
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containing 30 individual wvapons, 140 rounds of 60-fm aortar 

annunition,  oTer 10,000 rounds of saall-arms anmunition, firs 

clajvors mines,  four offics oachines,  four radio ssts and assorted 

radio and  telephons component». 

TMD days later. Long An sector forces and RAG 24 conducted 

Operation LS LOI 2 along the Vaa Co Dong river 19 alles southwest 

of Saigon.    The coabined force killed four Viet Cong, captured 

four others and seised two tons of rice and 900 pounds of salt. 

Two sailors were wounded by the enemy's fire.    At 1600, while en 

route back toward Tan An, and five miles west of the operation 

area, the RAG craft were ambushed by the enemy using B-40 rockets; 

one craft was damaged and two crewmen were injured by the detona- 

tion of the round. 

In the Rung Sat Special Zone, in November RAG 22 and the two 

Regional Force boat companies maintained a daily average of 11.4 

craft patrolling the rivers of the area; at the same tias, ths 

Regional Force companies stationed in the RSSZ conducted a daily 

average of 13 squad-, platoon- and company-sited ambushes. 

On 15 November, the Nationalist Chinese merchant ship TIT AT, 

on the Long Tau River en route to Saigon, was struck by rocket fire 

from a Viet Cong position on the river bank 22 miles southeast of 

Saigon.    Within minutes a U. S. Navy helicopter fire team and a 

PAR patrol was on the scene, covering the ship and searching the 
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possible enemy escape routes.    Within 20 minutes after the attack, 

Regional Force troops, enbarked In RAG 22 craft and under the con- 

trol of the HS3Z coiumnder, were landed In the vicinity of the 

ambush positions.    The troops swept the  area and other areas to 

which they were directed by various aircraft overhead.    At 1500 

on the 16th the troops made contact with the ensqy force, killing 

two of their number and locating the body of one Viet Cong killed 

Rear Admiral Kenneth L. VETH, Commander U. S. Naval Forces, Vietnam, 
discusses the operation of a Russian-made rocket launcher with Com- 
nander Donald WARTHEN,  senior advisor. Rung Sat Special Zone.    The 
RPG-7 rocket launcher was captured by Vietnamese Regional Force 
troops after the Viet Cong attacked a Chines« merchant ship on the 
Long Tau river in the Rung Sat Special Zone on 15 Noveaber. 
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th« day before.    Also, the troops seised two RPG-7 rockst launch- 

ers, a si^ht and one rocket.    U. S. Navy units killed the one nan 

located by the Regional Force troops and two others in the two-day 

incident. 

During Novtmber, craft from the eight RAGe in the Fourth Riv- 

erine Area provided 1,1A7 boat-days of river patrols on ths major 

rivers, in addition to conducting or supporting 28 amphibious op- 

erations.    The effectiveness of the VNN in controlling the rivers 

in conjunction with the U. S. Navy's Operation GAME WARDEN, is 

seen in the Viet Cong's attempts to kill, capture or otherwise re- 

duce the number of VNN sailors in the delta.    On the 9th, a new 

tactic was tried by the enemy; waving a signal lantern, a group of 

Viet Cong lured two patrol craft near shore where they could hear 

loudspeaker appeals for the seaaen to desert the Navy.    As the 

craft continued to close ths beach to lure the Viet Cong from their 

bunkers to ths shoreline, the sailors opened fire, wounding or 

killing several of the eneny. 

Meanwhile, from 7 to 11 Noveaber, the ARVN SEVENTH Division 

and RAGs 21 and 33 had been sweeping the area five miles east of 

Sa Dec, between the Mekong River and National Route 4, five miles 

to the north.    When the enasy disbanded his units to flee, the RAG- 

borne soldiers killed 20 of the insurgents.and captured one, seised 

several comounlcatlons equlpnsnt components, medical supplies and 
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equipment,  2h mines, 900 pound« of plastic explosive and over 100 

hand grenades.    Also, the troops destroyed two weapons factories, 

five medical stations, 20 additional mines and 86 small buildings. 

All the friendly casualties were In the ground units; 11 soldiers 

killed, dU wounded and one soldier missing. 

On the lUth, 10 miles east of ffy Tho on the }fy Tho branch of 

the Mekong River, 55 Provincial Reconnaissance Unit troops, embarked 

In a vater-tazl while enroute to an operation, were ambushed by an 

estimated battalion of Viet Cong amed with recollless-rlfles and 

automptlc weapons.    Responding quickly, three RAG 21 craft, two PBRs 

and a Navy helicopter fire team sped to the scene and suppressed the 

enemy fire while rescuing k9 of the PRUs, 12 of whom were wounded; 

one PRU was killed during the encounter and five others were reported 

missing.   Two PBR crewmen were slightly wounded during the rescue 

efforts. 

On the 16th, In a quick reaction mission against a Viet Cong 

unit which had been harassing RAO 25 patrols and the Salgon-to-Bac 

Lieu commercial convoys, seven RAO 25 craft, two Regional Force 

companies and a battalion of the ARVN 21st Division swept the banks 

of the Bac Lieu canal, 15 miles south of Soc Trang.   The eneaqr 

unit, caught against the canal, was badly mauled, suffering 22 men 

killed, 21 Individual weapons and eight nines and command wiring 

captured and four other Individual weapons destroyed»   The ground 
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forces reported that the accurate mortar fire fron the RAO craft 

and the ARVN artillery accounted for most of the enemy killed. 

A Vietnamese RAO 31 sailor checks a suspicious hut near the Hang 
Thit-Nicolai canal in the Mekong Delta, 

On 15 Norember, RADs 21 and 33 and the ARVN SEVENTH Division 

began operating in western Dinh Tnong province, eight idles north 

of Vinh Long in coordination with the U. S, Mobile Riverine Force 

in the combined Operations CUU LONG 69/SD, KIEN QIANO 9-1« and 
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CORONAOO IX.    On the 18th, RAG 33 units carried and supported a 

Vietnamese iuiglneer unit while they removed a 40-foot portion of a 

low bridge enabling the U. S. riverine craft to enter the Ban Long 

Secret Zone;  the remainder of the Vletuaaese units provided block- 

ades and holding forces In the western portion of the area.    When 

the successful operation ended on the 24th,  the RAG sailors and the 

ARVN troops had one soldier killed and 32 soldiers wounded while 68 

Viet Oong were killed, 64 others were captured and 104 eneaqr sus- 

pects were detained.    Equipment captured Included 23 individual 

weapons, 660 pounds of TNT and one portable generator.    Concur- 

rently, from the 17th to the 19th, RAGs 23, 26, 31 and 32 conducted 

Operation LONG PHI 9/139 with units of the ARVN NINTH Division, 

eight miles west of Operation CUU LONG 69/SD and 16 miles north- 

west of Vlnh Long.    The govemosnt forces, capitalising on the 

blocking forces of the larger operation to the east, killed 47 

Viet Cong, captured five others, and seised over six tons of as- 

sorted aoBunition, 62 individual weapons and 40 mines,    ARVN for- 

ces again received all the casualties; one killed and 36 wounded. 

In the final major operation of the month, 41 craft from RAG« 

21 and 33 and LSSL 231, under the control of the commander of RAG 

21, supported the ARVN SEVENTH Division operation, CUU LONG 70/67« 

in the Thanh Phu Secret Zone, between the mouths of the Co Chien 

and Ham Luong rivers.    The RAG craft transported the troops from 
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their camp» at Cal Be and f^r Tho to the Co Chlen River side of the 

operation area and then proceeded around the seaward side of the 

secret tone to the Ham Luong River where they provided a blockade 

and fire support, and transportation to return the troops to their 

camps after the operation.    Five Viet Cong were killed, 10 were 

captured and 36 suspects were detained.    Additionally, 10 individ- 

ual weapons and one nachlne gun, 31 cases of ammunition, and 380 

pounds of medicine were seised and 21 houses, six bunkers, seven 

indoctrination centers and 1,800 pounds of rice were destroyed. 

This was the first operation, in recent years, where a Fleet Com- 

mand ship was integrated into an amphibious force and where large- 

sise trooplif ts were made over a significant distance. 

Logistics 

In Novenber the  Vietnamese Navy conducted 17 logistical sup- 

port missions, transporting 3,095 personnel «r.i 2,840 tons of 

cargo.    The tank landing ships (LSTs) lifted   ',000 personnel and 

931 tons of cargo; medium landing ships (LSMs) lifted 575 personnel 

and 1,296 tons of cargo; and utility landing craft (LCDs) lifted 

520 personnel and 613 tons of cargo. 

On 12 November, LST 501 was driven aground in the harbor of 

Aprs, Guam after breaking loose from its moorings at the U. S. 

Naval Repair Facility.    After being refloated on the Uth, six 

minor holes wars teaporarily patched; permanent repairs will be 
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SEARCHES AND DETENTIONS 
BY VIETNAMESE NAVY SEA, COASTAi. AND RIVERINE FORCES 
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made during the drydock portion of the overhaul*    On the 18th, LST 

500 returned to Saigon after completing a three-month overhaul at 

the Guam facility and, on the 29th, LSIL 328 returned to Saigon 

after a six-month orerhaul. 

During the month the VNN's Supply Center had a gross effec- 

tiveness of 74*3 percent on a total of 9,248 requests for Item«, 

and a net effectiveness of 84.7 percent on 8,113 requests for items 

normally carried in the supply system. 

On 5 November, the floating workshop (RT-24) arrived in Sai- 

gon.    The barge, on loan by the U. S. Navy as part of the upgrading 

of VNN repair capabilities, will be placed in service at the Naval 

Shipyard with the dual mission of training Vietnamese sailors and 

relieving the shipyard of many smaller repair Jobs.   The IE-24 is 

manned by a 38-member U. S. Navy advisory unit and approximately 

81 VNN personnel. 

Vietnamese Naw Statistical Suamanr 

November 1967 

Searched Detained 
Coastal Force 

I NZ 
II NZ 

III NZ 
IT NZ 

Junks 
11,2^4 
8,308 
8,355 
2,962 

People 
3M75 
26,649 
32,528 
9,336 

Junks 
2 
2 
0 
0 

136 
3 
0 

Sub-totals 30,889 104,988 4 267 

Fleet Command 
Patrol Shioe 1,121 4,734 0 2 
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Rlvrin« A£g| 
Craft 5,878 15,898 2 26 

Totals 37,888 125,620 6 295 

VI£TNAM£S£ MARINE CORPS 

In Navenber th« sev«n battalions of the Vietmuss« Marina 

Corps operated in the II,  III and  IV Corps Tactical Zones and the 

Capital Military District.    During the month, the six infantry 

battalions were committed to operations 97 percent of the tine 

while the three batteries of the artillery battalion were conadt- 

ted 70 percent of the tins. 

From 1 to 3 November Task Fore« A, consisting of a headquar- 

ters, the 4th, 5th, and 6th Battalions and Battery B of the Artil- 

lery Battalion, continued its road security and search and destroy 

missions in Operation SONG THAN 702-67 in the western part of the 

Capital Military District.    On the 2nd, a platoon fro« the 5th 

Battalion, in an outpost 10 alles southwest of Saigon, was attacked 

by a Viet Cong platoon armed with 60-mm mortars and automatic weap- 

ons.    The Marines repulsed the eneoqr attack but suffered five asn 

wounded from mortar rounds whic . landed in their perimeter; con- 

currently, two men in the 4th Battalion ware wounded in a similar 

attack on an outpost four miles north of the city. 

On 8 November, the Task Force A headquarters and the 4th 
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BatUlion cl«'loy«d to the Bong Song aro» of the II Corp» Tacti- 

cal Zone are   relieved the Task Pore« B headquarters and the 1st 

Battalion.    The Task Force, now consisting of the headquarters, 

the 3rd anl 4th Battalions and Battery C of the Artillery Bat- 

Ulion began Operation SONG THAN 711-67« a continuation of Task 

Force B's Operation SONG THAN 14.    On the evening of the 9th, 

the Viet Cong successfully sabotaged three bridges in the 4th 

Battalion's area of responsibility.    A company of the 3rd Bat- 

talion detained 18 Viet Cong suspects in a sweep on the 17th, 

while 4th Battalion coapany-sised sweeps detained 39 and 45 sus- 

pects on the 18th and 20th, respectively.    Meanwhile, on the 

21st, an element of the 4th Battalion located a cache on an 

enesy coono-llaison route, detaining one suspect and seizing 

22 pounds of Viet Cong newspapers, 200 personal letters, three 

anti-personnel Bines and 700 rounds of aamnition.    On the 

29th, one Hoi Chanh rallied to the 3rd Battalion. 

Task Force B, consistii« of a headquarters, the 1st and 

3rd Battalions and Battery C of the Artillery Battalion, op- 

erated south of Bong Song conducting Operation SONS THAN 14 

through the 9th.    The operations, which began on 26 July, end- 

ed with the relieving of the Task Pore« headquarters and the 

1st Battalion by the Task Pore« A headquarters and the 4th 

Battalion.    On 12 Noveaber the Task Pore« B headquarters, now 
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eoananding th« lat and 2nd Battalions and Battariat A and B of tha 

Artillery Battalion, m» doalgnatad tha raady raaetlon forea for 

tha III Corpa Tactical Zone with tha lat Battalion and Battary A 

(aftar 20 November) deployed to southern Tan Binh district, four 

miles west of Saigon.    The 2nd Battalion, assigned to tha ready 

reaction force on the 3rd, raaainad in base camp at Thu Due, north- 

east of the Capital.    The ready reaction force made no contact with 

the enemy during the month. 

The 5th Battalion, which deployed on the 6th for duty aa tha 

third maneuver battalion of the Mobile Riverine Force, «as commit- 

ted to contact in Operation CORONA00 II on the 9th.    Landed from 

craft of tha NRF, into an area five miles wast of Dong Tarn, tha 

Marines captured one Viet Cong, detained 22 suspects (two of whom 

were determined to be Viet Cong) and destroyed one Viet Cong 

grenade factory in the three-day operation.    TNO Marinas were 

wounded.    On the Ll»th, the Battalion made a one-day sweep of tha 

area Just west of Dong Tarn, detaining 27 suspects of whom one was 

identified as a squad leader in tha Viet Cong 514th Local Forea 

Battalion.    Six other persons ware held under civil charges and 

the remainder were released aa innocent civilians. 

From the 18th to tha 24th, the NRF and the Marinas operated 

in conjunction with the ARVN SEVENTH and NINTH Divisions' Opera- 

tion KIEN GIANG 9-1 in aastarn Kien Phong province.    Tha mission 
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of the operation «as to encircle and destroy the Viet Cong 261st 

and 267th Main Force Battalions.    The Marines aade the 32-adle 

transit aboard the assault craft and were landed in the south- 

eastern portion of the operation area at 0000 on the 18th while 

troops of the U. S. NINTH Division were landed on the northern 

perimeter of the area.    After returning to base camp on the 20th, 

the battalion rested and was re-committed to the operation In an 

area 15 miles west of Dong Tarn on the 23rd.    At 1300 the 3rd Com- 

pany uncovered an ensqy weapons cache ttiich contained 17 Chinese 

carbines and 1*0,000 rounds of ammunition.    The operation ended 

with the return of the 5th Battalion and the U. S. unite of the 

Mobile Riverine Force to Dong Tarn.    Three Marines were wounded 

during the six days while the Marines killed one Viet Cong» cap- 

tured three others and detained 13 enesy suspects. 

From the 28th through the 30th, the 5th Battalion took part 

in Operation SONG THAN 504-67» five miles northwest of Dong Tarn. 

Only scattered, light contacts were nmde with the en «ay and the 

Battalion returned to Dong Tarn on the afternoon of the 30th. 

The 6th Battalion waa deployed in the Blnh Chau district six 

miles west of Saigon as a security force for the Capital Military 

District.    The only enemy contact of the month was mi» on the 

29th when an enemy force attacked a Marine unit returning to the 

Battalion bivouac from an outpost; one Marine «as killed» two «ere 
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Mounded and one is missing* During the month the battalion eon- 

ducted 12 compsnjr-sited searches, 131 platoon-slssd searches and 

37k squad-sited night aabushes. 

On 30 Novoaber two platoons (four 75-mm howitsers) of Battery 

A of the Artillery Battalion were placed under the control of the 

VNN for employmsnt in th« RSSZ. 

Vietnamese Marine Corps Statistical Su—mtnr 
NoTeaber 1967 

VC/NVA 17 KIA 18 VCC   197 VCS   1 Chieu Hoi 

VNMC 2 KIA 1 MIA   29 WIA*  (Includes one by accidental 
discharge and two in a 
truck accident.) 

Captured Weaponst 
Rifle, U. S. Carbine 
Rifle, Mauser 
Rifle, AK-47 
Rifle, Chinese Carbine 

VNMC Weapons Lost; 
Rifle, M-16 
Grenade Launcher, M-79 

Captured or Destroyed Materials or Facilities! 
VC grenades        '"' 
M-26 grenades 
AP mines 
Claymore mines 
Bückst mines 
Rounds, machine-gun ammunition 
Rounds, carbine ammunition 
Meters, communications wire 
VC newspapers, kilograms 
VC Nail pouch 
VC letters 
Radio antenna 
Trench System 

2 
1 
1 

17 

3 
1 

64 
4 
2 
2 
1 

600 
100 
300 
10 
1 

200 
1 
2 
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Hand Grenade molds 200 
Duck Eggs 300 
Rounds, miscellaneous snail anas aranunition '♦0,083 
Documenta, kilograms 1 
Bandages, kilograms 6 
Hagaslnes, carbine 4 
Nagailnes, BAR 50 
Field pack 1 
Black pajamas, pair 2 
quantity of rice, medical supplies, miscellaneous supplies 

- 
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APPBiDIX I 

RSLIGIOUS ACTIVITDB 

In Nortraber,  the miniatry of the chaplains and thi lay 

leaders continued to expand to care for the needs of Navy person- 

nel.    The  Force Chaplain also conducted Mass In the Saigon Cathed- 

ral for the fengllsh speaking conuunity of the Capital.   On the 

other hand, Aray chaplains have assisted in services for Navy 

units operating In their areas and a Roman Catholic priest from 

a aonastary near the MCB 10 cantonasnt, 80 alles northwest of 

Oanang, celebrated Masses for the Seabees and nearby Harine units. 

The following tabulation is a statistical suaoary of the 

religious services conducted dtrlng Noveaber: 

1.    Relijtious Services; 

a.    Divine Services: 
(1) U. S. Naval Forces, Vietma Installations 

Sunday 
Nunber of Services 159 
Attendance 6,21*1 
Conmuned 2,100 

(3) Civilian Churches 

Nunber of Services 
Attendance 
Coamned 

2,800 
1,280 

m 
1,724 

889 

(2) Other Military Installations 
Suedar Weekly 

Niufcer of Services               U2 45 
Attendance                            825 302 
Comuned                             473 210 

0 
0 

Tbtal 
"3^5 
8,165 
2,989 

1,127 
683 

Sunday      Weekly      Tbtal 

2,800 
1,280 
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b.    Religious 8«rvlc«8 conducted by IMJ leaders and chaplains 

other than those attached to NAVFORV: 

Dswmination Chaplains i*Z. Lsaders 
fea Atfnd, SSx Attend. 

Catholic 51 2,307 0 0 
Protestant 13 605 2 34 
Jewish 4 20 0 0 
L.O.S. 4 25 4 52 
Al-Islaa 0 0 90 210 

c.    Other services in which chaplains participated: 

Type of Service Nuaiaer Attendance 

Manorial services 1 85 
Thanksgiving 6 256 
Dsvotional lesder 1 11 
VN Protestant service 1 47 
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ANGLICO 

AR VN 

CG 

CIDG 

CHI£U HOI 

CORDS 

COSURVFOR 

COSVN 

CTZ 

APPBMDU II 

GLOSSARY 

Air-Naval Ounfirt Liaiaon Company (U. S.), 

Army of tha Rapublic of Vietnam. 

Coastal Group (VNN) - A coastal patrol coamand con- 

sisting of six to tan Junks with ths rasponsibilitjr 

of patrolling fro« 30 to 60 milas of coastline. 

Civilian Irregular Defense Group (VN) - Para- 

■ilitary troops used in their local area for lim- 

ited area operations. 

"Open ArMtt (VN) - Ths Republic of Vietnam•s am- 

nesty program of rehabilitation and re-location of 

Viet Cong «ho roluntarily return to goTernment 

control. 

Civil Operations for Revolutionary Development 

Support. 

Coastal Surveillance Pores (USN) TP 115 - The U. S. 

forces participating in Operations MARKST TINS and 

STABLE DOOR. 

Central Office for South Viet.^m - The highest Vist 

Cong headquarters in South Vietnam. 

Corpe Tactical Zone - The sajor divisions of South 

Vietnam into military regions. 
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DIA DOAN KÜT 

GAME WARDEN 

HEAT 

HHPT 

HOI CHANH 

IUWU 

IWCS 

LDNN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

National Reconciliation Program - Prograa which is 

aimed at helping qualified returnees find eiaploy- 

ment coraroensurate with their prerious  training and 

experience. 

The operation performed bj U. S. Navy forces to 

interdict Viet Cong raoveasnt on the eajor water- 

ways of the Mekong Delta and the RSSZ.    The force 

is composed of River Patrol Boats,  Minesweepers, 

helicopter fire teams and SEAL teams. 

High Explosive Anti-Tknk - A shaped-charge projec- 

tile with high armor penetration capability nor- 

mally used in 57-mm or 75-nm recoilless riflss. 

Heavy Helicopter Fire Team (U. S.) - A helicopter 

fire team with three or more gunshipe used in sup- 

port of ground and water-borne units.    The use of 

three helicopters allows continuous firing on the 

target. 

"Returnee to the Just Cause" (VN) - An individual 

(Viet Cong) who returns under the Chieu Hoi program. 

Inshore Undersea Warfare Unit (U. S.) - The U. S. 

forces coiHucting Operation STABLE DOOR. 

Integrated Wideband Comunication System. 

Lien Doc Nguoi Nhia (VNN) - Literally "soldiers 
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LHFT 

LRRP 

MARKET TINE 

MEDCAP 

HG 

MILPHAP 

MRF 

who fight under the sea."    UDT force of the VNN. 

Light Helicopter Fire Tee» (U. S.) - A helicopter 

fire tees composed of two gnnehipe ueed in support 

of ground and waterbome units. 

Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol. 

The operation conducted by U. S. and Vietnamese 

naval forces to interdict Viet Cong infiltration 

of men and supplies from the sea. 

Medical Civic Action Program. 

Machine Gun - An automatic, crew-served weapon 

adaptable to many Mountings.    The four types cur- 

rently used by USN and VNN forces are the M-60, 

the .30 caliber light machine gun, the  .50 caliber 

heavy machine gun, and the 7.62-mm mini-gun. 

Military Provincial Health Assistance Program - 

MILPHAP teams, normally staffed by three doctors, 

a Medical Service Corps officer and 12 corpsmsn, 

work with Vietnam's Ministry of Health at the 

province hospital level to improve health servicee 

available to Vietnamese civilians. 

Mobile Riverine Force (U. S.) - A force made up of 

Navy craft and Army units designed and trained for 

amphibious assaults in the Mekong Delta and the RSSZ. 
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NGFS 

NILO 

NLF 

NUOC MM 

NVA 

PRÜ 

RAF 

RAG 

Naval Gunflr« Support (USN-VNN) - Naval gunflr« usad 

to assist operations ashora; oftan spotted and cor- 

rected bj spotter aircraft or forward obsarvars. 

Naval intelligence Liaison Officer. 

National  Liberation Front - Actually tha  "National 

Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam."   A 

Cominiat political-front used to give the appear- 

ance of popular non-Conmuniflt support to their 

insurgency actxvitiaa in South Vlatn&n. 

(VN) A fermented fish sauce served with almost any 

dish.    A national delicacy. 

North  Vietnamese Army. 

Provincial Reconnaissance Unit (VN) - Para-military 

personnel itiose principal mission includes clandes- 

tine operations designed to destroy the Viet Cong 

infrastructure,    üach unit consists of one or more 

teams of 18 to 20 civilians who have had prior 

military service. 

Riverina Assault Force (USN) - The U. S. Navy 

contingent of the MRF. 

River Assault Group (VN) - An amphibious warfare 

comnand with the capability to transport and sup- 

port a battalion of infantry.    Similar to a boat 

. 
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RED HAZE 

RF 

RIVPATFOR 

RPG 

RSSZ 

. 

RVNAF 

SEAL 

i 

SECRET ZONE 

SLAR 

division in the RAF. 

Infra R«d DeUctor (U. S.) - Sensitiv« heat detec- 

tors used as an airborne locator of personnel, 

equipment and  miliUry sites. 

Regional Force (VN) - Forces under ARVN control 

which operate within their hoae province. 

River Patrol Force (USN) TF 116 - The forces used 

in conducting Operation OANE WARDEN. 

Rocket Propelled Grenade - A Soviet or Chinese 

Conminist-aanufactured, fin-stabilised, anti-tank 

grenade.    RPG-2 (B-40).    RPG-7 (B-U). 

Rung Sat Special Zone - Literally "forest of 

assasins.1*    A special military area located about 

21 miles southeast of Saigon in Gia Dinh Province 

and composed of Can Gio and Quang Xuyen districts. 

Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces - Consists of the 

Arny,  Navy, kit Pore; Marine Corp« and RF/PF. 

Sea, Air, Land.    (USN) - Special duty personnel 

qualified as underwater demolition, paratroop 

and Jungle warfare specialists. 

A Viet Cong-dominated area utilised as a bass, 

training camp and logistic resupply area. 

Side-Looking Airborne Radar (U. S.) - An accurate 
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STABLE DOOR 

STAR LIGHT 

UDT 

USAID 

USSF 

VIKT CONG 

VNAP 

VNMC 

VNN 

alrborn« radar for d«t«cting swll, aovlog objects. 

Th« U. S. Navy operation conducted to pro rid« har- 

bor def«ns«. 

Aabient light «qulpaant (USN) - A portabl« systaa 

to enhance vision under conditions of starlight or 

aoonllght. 

Underwater Denolition Team (USN) - Specially trained 

swlMers used for underwater work In the Navy. 

United States Agency for International Developnent. 

United States Special Forces (USA) - Amy personnel 

specially trained for use as advisors to Indigenous 

personnsl. 

Vietnamese citizens under the control and leadership 

of North Vietnam.    These persons nay be local syapa- 

thlsers, guerrillas, or herd-core, full-time workers 

for the Coamninist domination of South Vietnam. 

Vietnamese Air Force. 

Vietnamese Marine Corps. 

Vietnamese Navy. 
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