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Cuastal Surveiilance Force

Yo est.ulial ana mzintain control of the area bordering
tic Loty T20 niver, the lifeline of Suigon, was the primary
peeoloem facing the United States and Vietnamese naval forces

during Marcii. Threc inciacnts in Feobruary ana March involving

merchant ships transiiving to Salgon emphasiced the precarious
situation of thene unarmed, uncscorted vuuuio. Shipping was:
subject to machine gun and recoilless rifle fire, resulting in
groundings and shipboard fires., Viet Cong were able to take
positlione on the shore with relative safety, then flese into the
protection of the _‘x}%‘_’:&}jpcehl Zone, the region starting
fiftcon miles southoast of Saigon through which the long Teo
winds its coursc.

Viot Cong control of the Rung Sat Spoocial Zone, approxi=-
mately three hundred ?qu.nro miles of mangrove swamp interlaced
with myriad canals, was virtually unchallenged. From here they

" could operate {reely, attucking ships then returning to hidden

T e e et e -

havens, while their engincers fcbricatod mines, their cadres
trained reeruits, and hospitals treated their wounded, To

eliminate the threat would require breaking this Viet Cong hold

on the Rung Sat Spocial Zone.

No fresh water and only limited quantities of food are
naturally available in the K552, and extensive infiltration is
required to support troops. Xnown infiltration routecs existed
to the west, crossing the Soirap River from Co Cong and long An

provinces; with another possible route from the south, entering
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at Lhe Lony Tranh Liver, To counter this a comuined blockade - Ve

————- - & ..
way catablishec, with "Selel® and Coast Cuard units diverted
from HAWGT TIil. patrol to proviue the nucleus, ICPLs, Junks ' . -
from Coastal Uroup 33 and Vietnauese Navy Sea Yorce shipd were :
assiyrned at wniervals to assist.
Un 7 darch two Uoast Guard WPLs cammenced patrol of the i
s Oo L

R

southern rcech of the Soirap, USCUC POINT WHITE was the first to

prove the mcrit of continuous patrol by radar equipped vessels in

this arca. A radar contact was picked up leaving the mouth of o
the Van Sat idver. PULLNT WHITL closed and illuainated the contast,

s Junk with a nunbor of men aboard, The Junk opened fire upon

{ilunination and a brief engagement ensued. POINT Whi1Th then moved .
ahead at full spesd to strike the junk a glansing blow, her wash |
partially swanmping tho Jjunk ana leaving it in [ li.nld.ng ocondition,

Then, with the a:zsistance of Coastal Group 33, four Viet Cong were : ot
captured from the water, and four cardinss, soms equipment,
amunition, and nurterous documonts were recovered from the boat.

POINT WIiITEL's success, axperienced on her first day of -
patrol, dcmonstrated the potential of blockade 'ut;i_on. It ws
decided to oxtend the patrol the entire length of the Soirsp Mv.or'
to Nha Be. To provide complete radar coverege of the river, four ,
areas wore established., WPUs were assigned patrols in areas one
and three, and PCF in areas two and four. River orientation
patrols ard intelligence briefings were first conducteds ami
continuous blockade patrols comenced on 15 March.
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Late 4in Lhe evendn: of 18 rxnrch,_lfcg_c__gqn{r_ymm closed a
radar contuct near the mouth of the Soirap hiver, drawing fire from
the Junk, Fi{g.ggpm;etugneq,_nnd nunerous hits were ouserved, Ext
shallow water precluded pursuit and evaluation.

On 22 !tarch PULNT KULSUN detootud a suspicious contact with
twelve nen on bourcu, When PULNT HULSON closed, the junk attempted
evasion, PUI.T HUDSUN openod firo and the occupants dove into the
_water. An estirated ten were idileds During this same periad,

15 March to 25 Harch, other patrol units drow harassing fire, but
no significant casualiivs resulted,
anaaw

The southern-most large scule ezployzent of United States
growd troops in Vietnaa, Opurstion JACK ST.Y, camenced on %6
¥arch, Comabined units of Tack Oroup 76.5 and the First Battalion,
PAfth Marines, larded on the leng Thanh Peninsula at whe seutharn
tip of the Rung Sat 3pacial Zons, and OCtahlhhod'thm beachheads,
With the support of Arzy, Navy, Marine and Alr Faree pilots, the
largest and dsapest prnetration of the Rung Sat Special Zone was
launched,

As the operation moved on, it ewolved into an exsroise of
omolned forces, Units of the Pleet Comzand, River ard Coastal
Forecs of the Vietraavae lavy, 83 well as two battalions of
Vietnamose Marines cav action. United States mawied MSUs and
ICPLs saw extensive action; and MAIKET TIML units were employed in

blockade patrols.
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1. Tean Canposition: '
‘Physicians - 4
Nurses - 3
Techniclany = 1
CGthers - 1
2., Patient Care: .
Number of lnpatients treated ~ 258
Number of Outpatient consultations = 171 (Clinies) and 360 (ER)
Operative Procedures Performed:
Major War Casualties - 30 Other « 77
Minor War Cazualties - 93 Other = 267
fmorgency = 297
llective = 170
.Poat-Opcut.in Deaths =~ § .
3. Periodic short field trips have been contimued.
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OPERATION JACK STAY
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BLOCKADE PATROL STATIONS
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VC SAMPANS DLSTROYRD
MARINE LANDING SITLS
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bxponidng on the four boat Soirap Kiver Patrol, Wrls and PCFs
were integrated into JAUK STAY to counter any Viet Cong exfiltrae
tion or infiltration attempts, anu to interdict possible Viet Cung
novesient within the RSS2, Nine wPis and six PCFs were committed to
patrol the major watervays, the Soirap, the long Teo, and the Long
Thranh, with six WrSs ama four PCPs on station at all times. A
TF 115 communications relay center was established aboard USS u:lLlE
GRLVE (LSDL-2), and TG 70.5/TF 115 liaison estsblizhed aboard USS
PRINCETON (LlPH-5). MAKKLL TIM: units were aseigned the secondary
mission of supporting ground opsrations, On the evening of 25
March tho blockade units u;ok up stations,

The Soirap stations saw three engagexonts during the operstion,
the first on 25 Harch when PCF-31 opencd fire on an evading Junk,
which subsequently manuged to reach shore, Casualties were
unknown. In the same locatlion on the 27th, a suspicious Junk
opened fire on PCF=3l, She returnod the fire, mm in
half and killing five. Later that evening, POINT LEAGUE picked up
an abandoned sampan, possibly deserted during the PCF=31 incident,
with two carbincs, grensacs, armunition and suppn._u aboard, In
the third incident on 2 April, PCY=26 ceme under fire from the
shore while closing two sus;iulous sampans, One sampan wes m

before the PCF 'broko off contact.
The northem reach of ths bong Tranh River was the seene of

the moust intense wuterborne action of tiw operation. Here, on

27 March, PCF=26 cams under .50 cal. and ,JO cal. machine gun
s CONTT T

CORTINTRTIAY,
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fire frow beth manks, She suppressed tho atisck with wacidne pun
and nortar fire, vut not before suffering two personnel wounded
and light @terial aumage,

The rarrow chamnnel in thay arca provided an 1405.1 location for
nining, and the encny made their first attcmpt on 30 March. PCF=25
oxperionced a mine axplosion 10 yards off hor starbosrd beaws, She
Lmediutely directod fire at both banks, ard received brief fire in
return. On 2 April a second mining was attexpted when & mine
explodod 20 yards to starbcard of PCF-23, _

Three WCls experienced heavy shors fire in the sams area. Un
29 March, wilo supporting axbush tezms, they came under heavy fire
on three occasims. Lach tims crew alsrtncss and a high volune of
agcurate return tir‘ allmced the attacks. No friendly casualties
were oxperienced.

Uther action involving MAIKLT TD: units included two IWUNUUP
operations., VPis and PCFs combined to ocollest forty-five junks on
the Soirap itiver on 1 April, and forty Junks on the lLong Tao River
on 4 April, In the firat instance the Junits wore turned over to
Vistnzasse authorities for inspsction, and in the second to the
Vietnanese Navy. Aleo, on 31 March, PCF-31 and PCF-23 mortared .
soveral suspnotzd Viet Coag positions.

On 31 March a Joint United Suatcs-Vistnarmese amphibious
operation was corductod, the first such endeavar of the war, With
Monitors and FUMs of Vietn.aose Nuvy River Assault Groups providing
a proteotive screen and minesweeping escort for United States

5 (e
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‘rarines aavarsee Lo ocaniag eruft, the twenty-four boat convoy

worked Its way seven 7iles uown the narrow Vau dab Kiver. %his wus
the decpect penetr.tion into vhe Kung Sat Speciul Zone and the most
fruitful, resuitin; in Lie destruction of a large Viet Cong treining,
hoapital amxl supply complex.

The succeas of Lhe penotration into the RS3Z can be attributed
to the cunoept of coupling Vietnamese lavy experience in riverine
opcrations and dver Azsault Group capabilities with an integral
body of &szault trocps trained in amphibious warfare. U.S.
advisors who were experiunced in the lung Sat Special Zone ares and
were faniliar with Vietnumeso Navy opesations bridged the gap
between the Victnumese and the Amsricans.

Vietnansse Marines landed in the northern portion of the Rung
Sat Special Zone on 1 April. Vietnuucse llavy Flaet Command units
Joinsd MAIGT TIM. vesuocls on blockade patrol, and Vietnamese
Coastal Force ‘unks patrolled the western snoticn of the Zone
during ths early days of JACK STAY, Again, clcze ;..uhon wdth U.J.
advisors made possiile the full integration of the Vistnamese units,

A Navy. and Marine Corps Civiec Action Teza rowxied ot the
operation, visiting the four major villegss in the Rung Sat Speecial
Zonet Can Clo, Ly lchn, Dong Hoa and Quang Xuyen. Msdical and
dental porsonnel treztod approotimately two thousand cases, while
soap, vitanins, ar toys were distrituted. The response of the
villagers was enthusiustic,

The major accomplishiaent of JACK STAY was the discovery amd
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destruction of . large Viet Cong complex, anu the capture of & large
anount of enwa.y weaspond wnd supplies. The extent of these facilitlies
indicaied the, were uscd Lo support oper.tions elsewhere in the
country as well ws in the ltung Sat Special Zone, Their destruction
reduced the overa.l Viel Cung war-waking cepability, and greatly
reduced the poteniial for attacks on river shipping.

The v;:x:-' nature of <aCR U.AY gave it aspects which made it
unique as the first lurpe scale, coorcinated operation involving
Unitod States Seventh i'icet and Vietnamese Navy anxd Marine Corps
units. A strung precelent Jor future opsrations was established,

[ 2 K X BN J

The anti-inliltration patrol concepts developed during the
previous worthas saw furtuer application during March in Operetion
DRUWN Al 11, The operation was curducted in the area immediately
south of that of DHUWN BEAK I; extending {rom Ham Thang vinq.
southwest Lo Thutn Bien. Participating units included USS KOIMeh !
(LER 331), two WPLs frea Coast Guard Division 103, and units from
Coastal Group 31 at Laa Tan.

The plunning couference was held at C3C Vung Tau on 12 March,
and the eveaing of 13 March all units reported on station, PFour
patrol arcas wers cctablithed and assigned to the WPBs, KOINER
was to cciidust a raadea patrol of the objective arsa, with Coastal
Croup 31 patrolling as roquired and standing by to teke custody of
suspect Jjunks,

Bourding operations were limited by seas up to seven feet
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that repicid . ment of ¥PUS L seceac 8 roullne evolution. Loth the
AJLCIN W s, ;.n..'.;'-n et Zuidie matliod were eaployed.

e LY wrlts cosa Steu W hang 3ab operations and liaitou
partlalpmtion . voantal troup 31 due to sca gunditions, coverage
wag 2Lttt Lo wal, thres walts on patrol at 4ll times. This should
not Ye tne caawe la future ope.uations, While the advent of the
Southweat dcnsoon in uturs nonths 4o expected to hring increased
cargo and fishing traffic, more sffcctive participation by the
snaller wiits = purticularly PCP and Coastal Croup junks = will Le

m“ibl.o

L K B I J

Operation SCUT WIND was conceived and executed in response to
intelligenco inforruation indicating the possibility eof seaborne
infiltration by submarine in the vicinity of the Ca Mau Peninsula.
Intelligence sources indicated & Chinese Communist sutmarine would
depart Canbodis on 19 March, and on 20 March offlcad a cargo of
weapons, mines and medical supplies in the vicinity of the Ong les
River. The possihility of sutmarine infiltration was evaluated as
wmlikely, however the possibility of infiltration by other type eruft
was concidered feasilble. .

Six MARKFT TLE. units were diverted to the area, USS VANCE
(DXER 387) was designated OTC; with POINT MAST, PUINT GIAY, POINT
YOUNG ami three PCFs rounding out the patrol., VANCE also was to
provide logistic support for the WPB/FCF ami berth three spare PCP.
orews.
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VALCL was assizned Lhie outermost putnil arca and was to
maintaln p'a:;sivc ‘soncr survelllance until muidig contact. Inshore
of VAs(L were Liree wilis, anu proviaing close-in coverage were the
PC¥s. In addition, iled frack aerial surveillance flights were
a)djusted to proviac continusus coverage of the area. Four Mark 54
depth buibs and elght paraflares were loaded on each alrcraft,

All unity werce on station the evening of 19 March, SWTH WIND
cortinued for fiwe days, with numerous surface contacts svarched,
none suspicious. On 23 March USS HRISTER relieved VANCE, and the
morning of 2 March the operation was teminated,

Althoagh the infiltration threat nover materialised, SOUTH WIND
illustrated the feasibility of rapid deploymant of MAIKLT TIME units
to most a potential infiltration threat. All units were on station
when requirod; and, again, the DER was able to provide logistic
support for units awuy from their base, and provide for t.hn spare
PCF crews,

EEXY

Operation TEE SHUT II was initiated in support of operation
TEXAS in Quang Ngai Province, The operation wae oqtsblhbod to
interdict any Viet Cong exfiltration attempts and to prevent infil<
tration of supporting units or supplies. _ |

TEE $i0T II was conductod on a scmevhat sxaller scale than TiE
SHOT I. USS PEASISTENT (MSU 491) and USS WHIPPOCKWILL (MSC 207)
provided the outer barrier.. Inshore were two PCls, with reserve
crews berthed in Chu lai, and units of Coastal Groups 15 and 16, .
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ihe operation commenced on 24 Harch,

On 25 Murcr PCF 2) nroviderd NGF3 for Coastal Group 16. The
operation proceedai without further incident and was terminated on
27 March.

Using a MSCG vice Dkh as supporting ship and OTC imposed several
limitations. The MSU lacks the berthing facilities for spare PCF
crews, This necessitated berthing the two spare crews in Chu lai,
and the PCF had to leave station to chah;o crews, Coordination with
the Coastal Groups and intra task group communications were
seriously hampered by the lack of FM cammunications on the Mi0 and
MSC. On one occasion PLRGISTENT had to go alongside & Coastal Group
15 Junk to borrow a PRC~10 radio in order to coordinate MGFS.

Coordination with Coastal Groups 15 and 16 was poer or none
existent., (This was aggrevated by events at both these Coastal Groups,
cavered later under Coastel Group activities.) Promulgation of
Coastal Group patrol schedules and patrol areas to the USN wmits would
have helped alleviate this situation. In addition, the assigment by
Vietnamese Navy Hezdquarters of specific unit and area responsibilities
would enhance future operations,

PLRSISTENT found that PCFs presented & poor radar picture ot
ranges in excess of three miles. DBoth PCF units were loaned radar
relectors to mount on their flag staffs, and redar retwm was
significantly improved. FPCF units 8le0 lacked Vietnamese liaison

personnel.
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Rl el e Cwv g wbeen weather couitiovng Lnjruved wud
Be D ety G ol Cuntucts was possibles  Un 10 idarch
o s tuwd cov steel hullea cargo boat, previously
chan o ae b inlous, date Ving Tau for search by Vietnasese
eatiolitica, U owas nler reloased,  Uthenddse the operation
prorrset wtLot dncldent until 17 March, when a stand-down from
30T bl Crg e ;;) permdt IGFS by USS POITINFLLLD,
= Crz7tad Grour 31 had revorted a concentration of enemy ground
foreus in ihe .v;cini‘.,}- v.sed on local intelligence sources. Prior
Lo elepring the urea, ¢UllT WHITE firod twenty-six rourds of 8lma
mortar an' YCii o thirty=five rounds of three inch fifty caliber,
“me gecondary oxplosion wus ovderved, PUTERFILLD then commenced
rcr nission,

MiGitiow) Lneili ence reports from Coastal Group 31 indie
c.tod a rossible Viet Cong resupply by junk the evening of 17 Mareh,
aid ilitie iGAL 1 units were repositioned to conduct intensive,
close-in scarch, No resunply wes detocted and on the cvening of
18 Mayeh Al 0200 11 was reactivated,
! Threwhiout the operation the abacnce of the fishing flest was
a netable factor, thwir activity probably limited by sea conditions.
Boapiing wi. £ carch onemtions were continued without ineident
wit 4l the wamby of 07 March, when the operation was terminated
e atye rturned to normal matmel.

Ftili-atian of tie W ™mwother 3ip* concept wan limited as

LF3 ddd not pmmic! wte in the ommration, However, XULNLR reported
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Aan dncreasod tumpu of PUF operations wus noted during the muith,
In acdition Lo continued IANLT TIMN. patrols, PCF units werc involved
in ten incidents, vxpericncing their heaviest action since arrival in
country. 1hay alon tired nine gunfire support xdssions.

The largest shere of tinds activity was experivnced by the newsst
division., Uivision 103 comploted training and urea indoctrimation
during the early weeks of the month, amd camencod patrols, The
divistion streasth wus Lucrenoed with the arrival of PCF 31 and PCF 32
in Cat lo on 7 Harch. 3oca after activation they were playing an’
important role in the Soirnp River patrols, and later were integrated
into Operation JiCk STAY. During JACK STAY they maintained four
Loats on patiol st all timos in spite of battle damage and persocanel
casualties, Tre erews resporded well under fire, establishing a
good precedent for future operations.

The lessons learnsd from the sinking of PCF 4 last month saw
application during March, The Viet Cong, hoping for additimal
success, continucd to employ probable booly traps against the WIFTS,
Five apparent tooby traps ware roported in area nine, as well as tw
unsuccessful minings in the long Tao River. With the inervasing
tn;;o of SWIFT oporations, a continuing increase in the use of mines
and booty traps is anticipated. '

Cormunicntions prodlems contimuo to plague the PCP, Repluce-
ment UlC/58 sots aro not yet available, vith & 19-mouth delay time
forecust for delivery. This necessitates the boat to boat transfer
of opontiv‘e sete in the event of casualties. PRC 125 gets are not
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yet available, forcing the use of PRC 25 and PRC 10 for interim FM o

-ant
ot

camunications,
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During Harch, Coast Guard WPUs of the Coastal Survelllance Force i
experienced their highest level of aotion since beoaaing part of the
MARKLT TLME patrols. WPBs participated in the Soirap kiver blockade
patrols, and operations JACK STAY, BROWN BEAR IX, and SOUTH WIND., A ==
with the PCFs, the WPbe of Division 13 operating in the Rung Sat
waters saw most of the action,

Using their fifty caliber machine guns to good advantage, Coast -
Guard units ac;:ounted _tor forty-one Viet Cong killed, wounded or |
captured, in addition to the capture of woapons, ammnition and e
supplies, Their eizhty-one millirater rortars fired eix guntire -
support missions, all but one by Division 1l in the Gulf of
Thailand, The cutters mortared Viet Cong troop conoentrations,
cazps ard staging arcas, and fired several missions in support ef
greund operstions. The, WBs of Divisdon 13 used to good advantage
their surface search capablility and fire power in searching out and
destroying arced Vist Cong junis.

Repair facllitios c=srgcd as a problem during the memth,
Although most aincr repairs can be accozplished at the lecal repair
facilities at Da Meng, Cat lo, and aboard USS KRISHMA, those invole ' X~
ving drydocking ixpoge & problem, The only presently available 3
in-couwntry drydocks, thooe at Saigon Naval SMW;N. are backlogged
with repairs to Vietnanese Navy ships. With Vistnamese Navy g
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cooperation it has been possivle to scheduls the needed repairs, but
only with some interruption of the Vietnamese repair schedulie, More
adoquate arrangements are required for bdth emergency and routine
repairs, )

A one hundred ton floating drydock has been towed to La Nang,
and auditionsl floating drycocks are scheduled for Cgu Ranh Lay and
Nha De. The posaibilivy of leasiig one of two private dryuocks in
the S:igen urca as an interda emergency repulr facility is under
consideration., In addition w accaumoduling U.3. boats, it could be

used to relicve some of the backlog at the Navy Sanipyard. Providing -

security at vhe proposed location at present appears the ma jor
problen, Another possibility under study is utilization of out of
country facilitice in Thalland, Facilities arv also available in
Subic Buy, but tranuit time 1s o Umiting fuctor.

LR 2N &K 2N J . .

Continuing their aerial surveillance of coastal t.ruttic,
MARILT TIHE aireraft this month flew a total of 732 hours. Pifteen
additional hours went into special rlights, one in support of an
inoident and the other on supply runs to Can Ranh Bay. In cddition;
forty=two "Cold Dust® drops were made, supplying MAKLT TIN. shipe
with nowapapery and magazines. .

P alreraft from Tan 3on Nt alrfield at Saigon, SP3A from
NAS Sangley Polnt, and SP5H from tho seadroms ab Cam Ranh Bay
proviued continuous asrial surveillance. Red Track flights cover
the arca south of Vung Tau, and Blue Track £f1ights the northern
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areas, U35 SALIGHGNY oubiw nrovidei the seadrome at Cwa Kanh Bay
during March,

Addit‘,ional aerial surveillrnce was provided by Army Mohawk
aireraft carrying Side-looking Airborne Radar (SIAR). This radar is
highly useful in detecting moving surface targets, providing instant
interpretation, SMAR {lichts over coastel regions are uow being
conducted, with Constal Surveillnnce Centers relaying information
from the aircraft to MAIKLET TIMI units on patrol. -

* % % %8 '

Although the long Tao River has long been used a3 the main
shin channel to Salpon, recent events have emphasised the dangers
inherent in depending solely on this waterway for wartime shipping,
At its best it is a narrow channel, winding through an area highly
advantageous to an enemy seeking to disrupt shipping. This has led
Lo the consideration of an alternate channel, ' .

Nine miles to the west of the long Tao River entrance, the
Scirap River starts its way to Nha Be, Ites chennel is four miles
shorter than the long Tso, and, in almost all sections, wider. It
follown u cowne Alront direatly north with only two bends, One of
these is in a rt')]atively sccure area. The other provides the only
good location for Viet Cong larrassment, yet this could be controlled
more easily than the many bends of the long Tso. The Soirep at mua..
high water will be able to accammodate vessels with draft of 29 feet.

During March the Lighthouse Dvision of the Vietnumse

Diractorate of Navigation established the first series of buoyl
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the Soirap River. UYuoy one, the entrance buoy, is lightea. It is

followed by a series of five unlighted buoys, extending as far north

aa the Vaico hiver., Additional buoys and beacons are proposed ao

far north as Nha Hu,

During liarch the initial steps were taken in prouuction of

bilingual, kuglish-Vietnamese, navigational charts,

chart, bordered by Vung Tau on the north und the Cua Dal River on tle
south, was produced fran Vistnauose survey data. Future charts will

be simplified by elimination of the arbitrary Vistnamese meter grid,

retaining only the UiM ard geographic grids.
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2sasigned the mission of ireventing Viet Corg movemsnt,
infilitration, and resupply on the waterways of the Mekong Delta,
the Jelits estiaries am in the Rung Sut Special 2ome, Upera'.jon
GG vAided progressod with the arrival of its firet new patrol
. unites, The first eleven ¥Rrhs arrived in country 21 March.
Ctilising WSS lulir Ghovi (ISD 2) ms an interim Instore Support
Ship, and the partially completed facilitiss at Cat lo, the boats
underwont shakcdown cruises,

Situltenocous crew training and ares indoetrimation were
conductod in the waterwzys adjacent to Vung Tau., It is expucted
that this first incremant will bs operational in early April,

Nine additivnal rlfs arrived in country 30 March., Howover, four
of these boata were damsged during shipment, one beyond in-country
repalir. .

Nunerous boat alterstions are wder consideration amd experi- 5
mentation. Arong theze are several being effacted by crows in
countryt araor is being modified on the twin fifty caliber mount ‘ . .
to improve gunner visibility; erczundtion feed nechaniam d1fficultlies .
are being rectiried; and towing bridles ere being fabricrted for
erorytney use in case of grounding.

2 River Squadron Five was estabilshed on 15 March, assuming !
sdainistrative control over the newvly arriving GAM: 2FDEY urits,

COMRIVEON F1VE has teon assigned the home port of San Diego, | -
17 MONEHENT
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Amy Ui.=1is Lheldcepter piiols acheduiud Lo participate in Gahk
WA X pocelvea tniir iniclal dndostrimetion in shipdoard launch
‘ ‘wnd lanaing procudures. Uay wna udght opcravions were practiced
f=am USS hbidd GiGVT. prior to JACK STAY, On 25 March a detachment
of Uli=1R moved aucard icblad GitUVL. The following duy they started
participaticn 6 Jdack Siat, ronduering Lupostant sup;ort durlng
the opurativrie 5

[ S O T

“he arrival ol tac four Luats of (WU detacliment Alfa from
Da hang raraic the entiy of United Stutes units into river mine-
awoeping vnerationts The Louls arrived in VYung Tau on 0 Murch
anxd procucawd to hha Bo Lo cumaence ‘radnliig. lhree unite comducted !
their first operutions an suppurt of Jall STAY sturting om 26 Mareh,
and have continued two ually swueps of the Long Teo niver. With
the G wnits sweeping their woorud gear, an. the Vietnanese Navy
NI®3 unite otreuning vottcy diayd, @ rere couplete coveraps of the
ship chunnel is posaidle. The fourth liiE is being usod in tests
on an experimentul wine hunting sonar,

The MsLs arc opersting frou the temporary facilities at kha
De. Crews wre housed Lla tents and fuel is stored ia plastic
bladders, Permanent fucilitics are unuer coustrustion.

EERE )

Austere, interim GAIL wAlui.d Lase fucilities huve been
cuzpleteu at Mha be, while, in aidition, the partially ccmpleted
pomanent bage at (at lw is Leing utiliscd. Several conatraints
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COWLE - TTAT,

.
8 Lt o om - o A e —— - - ...4..-‘

o,



W (AR S RSN
must e overcwaue to pernait punctuizl campletion of interiw facilities

at other vases,

iand has been :;cquh‘(d on four of the ecight permanent Lase
sites, Tirce of the remuining four have recoived local approval
and are awaiting final approval. Unly at Vinh long Las the
desired acquisition been campletely rejected, necessitating
investigation and precwasent of an alternate site. Six of the
eight permancnt sites will require dredge £iil. The dredge has
arrived in country and N Be will receive first priority.
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A 3low Lut conlinuing, progreus in Vietnamese Navy operations and
effectivenass wig cvident curing March,

J.vents indicaled increasing aggressiveness in Vietnanese Navy
sea patrol units. PGM 613 provided two encouraging examples during
the month. Un 15 March, while on & routine patrol in the Third
Coastal 2one, a V.et Cong junk surrendered to the PGM. Seven Viet
Cong gave tueuselves up, bringing with them five Russian rifles and
amunition, On 23 Harch PGM 613 and Coastal Group 36, both with
advisors exbarked, staged a Joint ambush. Three Vist Cong junks
were brought under fire close Lo the shore. The Junks managed to
beach, and casualtics were unknowvm,

Howeover, eritical areas continue to exist, pirt.lcuhrly-ﬂwu
of maintenance and of porconnel, Overall ship maintensnce quring
the month was not considered satisfactory on Fléet Cozmand ships.
However there was a uecided improverent in procedures and directives
promulgated uy the Flsot Commend Material Officer. It is felt that
with continued advisory offort directod at shipbosrd maintenance and
training, overall miterial condition 'lhould mpmn;

As in the past, leadership during March vas generally regarded
ss unsatisfactory, The perfommance of a nunbsr of comanding
officers was outstanding, but many continued to perform in an '
unsatisfactory monner, A similar problom continued to exist at
the Junior officer and NCU level. Many are very good, but the
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a Jority show littuc or no desize Lo becamo good lesders.

During iarch the rotution of many U.G. officers left soms
shijs without advisors un. wuy coastal groups with an insuffi-
cient nuwzber., ilous of experienced jcrsonnel in the farthcaming
months will continue, <his situation tends to bresk the con~
tinuity of tuie advisory effort. Nowly arriving advisory
personnel on occasion do not have the opportunity to lsarn from
their predecessor's exparicnce, 83 in aowe cases new advisors are
assignod after thalr predocsssors have departed,

L 2K 2K 3K N )

lncidents involving the Coastal Groups and their advisors
were punerous during March. Sovoral of these portray an increased
aggresslvenass, and others excellent cooperution bestweem the
Coastal Groups and MARXET TIM: units.

On 13 March, Ccastal Group 37 spotted four Junks offlosiing
at a beach near the mouth of the Bal Lai lidver. 7The water in that
location was too slzllow to parmit the two YABUTAS of CG 37 to
approach to investigate, and a enall landing party was put ashore
upstrean. As the luuling party epproached the Junks they received
hostile fire and were forced to pull backs The junks from CG 37
mintained fire to attampt to prevent the offloading of the beached
Junks. As the tide came in one of the Junks menaged to escape
arowd & bend in the oosst. Them, at high tide, the Coastal Growp
wnits were able to move in to investigate. The remaining junks
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had been unicaded ! ull uignificant cargo. ‘iwo of the junks were
towed back to the .ase,

On 21 Narch, asad again on 23 March, Coastal Group 30 units on
patrol caze ws.er icavy shore fire. In both incidents US3 IMPLICIT,
on patrol in thu same arca, was called Ly Coastal Group 30 advisors
Lo render support.  With advisora an the Coastal Group Jjunks
serving as spoiters, IMPLICIT suppressed the encyy fire with her
£ifty caliber machine guns and forty millimster gun. In the first
incident secondary explosions wore cbeerved in the vicinity of the
enany positions. In addition, aftcr the first incident, IMPLICIT
treated two wounded Vietnaacse junk:en. Close liaison between
Coastul Group 30 advisors and tho DPLICIT resulied in the arrival
of assistance and the faverable rosults achiewed,

Security of reuote Coastal Group bases still is considered
marginal, Two incidents during March accentuated this situation.

On the morning of 23 March, Coastel Croup I came wnder mortar
attack at 0100, The attack contimed intemittently for thres
hours, when the Viet Cong, estimated at two oczpanies, began an
intensified mortar and autcmatic weapons attack, No final rush '

-

on the Lace was attcapted. . ‘

Coastal Croup 15 was sabotaged from within ca 26 March, P =
Five booby trap gruniies were euployed, four placed aeress the
door to the commanding officer's and advisor's houses, and the
£ifth in the path of the roving sentry. The camending officer
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was fatally wowxied. T auvisors wers not at thie buge at the time,
The grenaces hud been supplicd by a ceserter from Coastal Group 1Ll
and a female Viet Lung caare, and were placed by three junimen Srom
CG 15.

Dangers inhercnt in cloue inshiore jJunk patrols were tragically
enphasized this mauthie Jn 25 Horch, on a routine patrol, Coastal
Group 16 unito cumoe waier heavy autcmatic wiapons fire about two
hundred yars from the shore. During the ensuing ehzcgement the
enbarked advisor was fatally wouwed Ly & heuvy calibsr bullet,

‘Personnsl and mainteonunce problenms eontinuved to plague the
Constal Porce. The manning levcl of the Coastal Groups remained
below allewance during March. Tho nesd for trainod enginemen
continued to be critical, Scm9 irprovexeat was noted, bt more
trainad people are necded. K

The now poliqy of assisning more experionced ecxanding officers
t.o the coastal groups led to & marind irprovinizat in leadership
durirg the month., Uver fifty percent of the ccamiing officers are
now regarded Ly their adviesss s ecopable offiqurs,

Nctor/eadl Junls contiinia to irpose & soricus maintenance
constraint on repair facility porscansl. Meny hulls are in a bod
state of aeterioration, and engins malfuncticas are becoming mere
and more frequert, Survoy of spproxirately fifty purceat of these
bosts has been reccizleds This would provide an engine poel for
replacemont purts. The continued addition of rmew YARUTAs ut.u.ub
up the sleck,
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River Assasult Uroups participated in fifteen maall scale,
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conbinal swop opeiations juring the month, ;!‘hay continued to
denonstrate a high cupablility for this type of operation.

Such an operation way :meceuafuib conducted Ly RAG 23 on 13
March in Binh Linh province. Participating units inclixded eight
bouts of IAG 23, Vietnecoae Mavy L33L 227, two Roglonal Force
platoons and two Popular Force platocna., The troops were embirked
during the early morning hours end transparted to the scens of the
oporation, the Cu Lzo aroa of Vung Lirm subessctor. late in the
morning the trocps wer. put sshore to start a four hour sweep of
the arca, This piase resultod in five Viet Cong killed and three
weapons captured, with no friendly cesualtiss, The RAG unite
provided a blocking force., Thres platocns were again eabarked in
the boats, the fourth left behind to set an amtush. Late in the
afternoca the arthush yiclded results and the rost of the forces
returned to sasist the ar'ush team, Eleven Viet Cong were killed
and four weapons capturcd. Azrin there were no friendly sasualties.
L3SL 227 was brouzlhit in for cupport vhen the force came under shore
fire while returning to dobaik the trocps. The entire opontiol;
wvas planned and executed by the :::,*.:di.ns officer of RAG 23, _

In ocomparison to tlie largs seals ecarch and destroy operations,
these cmall scale swecps have several sdvintages. They can be
quickly planned and exocuted thoub,y preventing sssurity leaks and
giving almost imnsdiate reaction to intelligence data (in this
particular sector there is good intelligence). The RAG groups alse
have the capability to lift troops to the scene with relatively
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rood speod and scerecy, thed ‘suppurt them.

The limiting fictor un this typo ¢f opuration is availability of
troops. The 1\G comusnuer must rely on district or province head-
quarters for assignment of troops. Thy Vietnamese Navy has proposed
integration of troops into the RAGs to alleviate this situation, but
to date, Vietnanese authorities have not seen fit to grant thea this

capabilivy.

snenae

Task Force Alphe, couposed of the Seocond and Third Vietnamese
Marine Battalions, with their advisort, and elexents of the
Amphibious Support Baitalion, suw exteinsive action in March.

During mwost of the month they were umier the operational coatrol of
the ARVN 22 Infantry Division in Binh Dinh Province, Contact with
the entzy was zade on nunerous ocecasinng,

On 8 March, Task Force Alpha was attacked by an estimated
Viet Cong Battalion, resulting in thirty enczy idlled and seventeen
weapons and a quantity of armuniticn eaptured, Reports indicated
that additional ¢ney bodies had been carried away. Three friendly
troops were killed in action,

The remainder of the month was tpent in search and destroy
operations, soe of these in combinatdon with ARVN units, On 23
March the most significant contact wis made when Task Poroe Alpha
engaged & sorth Vietnezose coxpany. During the engagemint ten
Vietnamese Harines wore xilled. OUne North Vietnamose first
lieutenant wvas confirmed killed,

On 19 March a 105 xillimeter mussle burst accidently killed two
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Vietnanese Marines ana tiie U.b. Mariae Artillery bBattalion advisor.

The firet ami trowth Vietnamess Marine Battalions, |
coastitutang fask Force Lravo, were sssigued to the Capital Military
he, fon durdny the firot three woeke of March, lHere they conducted
twvo search anu uestroy operations, un 22 March they relieved Task
Force Alpha in Binh Linh Province.

The fifth battalion remained under the control of the QMR
until 7 March, Pollowing relief by the first vattalion on 8 March,
they boarded two Lilis for an oporstiion in the Rung Sat 3pecial Zone,
Search and clear oporations were coxducted until 10 Marh with no
onzny contacte On 23 March a secrch and destroy operttion was
conducted in the Vinh loc sector of the CR, with no contact. The
reamainder of the month was spent in static security in the CMR,

L R ) ; *

The Vietnamese Navy Poychological Warfare Bureau um their
«ivisors, working in conjunstion wi.th Vietnamese Navy units and
tdvicors in the fiaeld, c::.xunued their civio action activities
during March, Ovar eichty=four toas of civic action materials were
recedved frex CARL, USAID, and Catnolie Relief Organisation for
further distributicn to Ccastal Jurveillanse Certers and advigors in
the field. Firal distribution was by MAKKET TIME units and )
Vietnrzcse lavy units. Hagasines and posters were alse provided for
dievributica.

Un 1 March & cawincd Medicil/Foywar Team procesded to Tuy
Hoa and Song Cau to adainister to refugess and Coastal Group 24
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personnel and Jvl<ndents. lwo days were spent at each location.
Approximately 1,000 people received meuical treatment during the
four day periud. I1n addition, work on the refugee. village community :
toilet and acrocl was continued, and a seconi viliage well neared .
cunpletion, luring a four day follow-up visit on 15 March, an
additicnal 1,100 prople were tirented, and one and one quarter tons
of welfare aauterial were distributed,
The PSIWAIL Bureau also workec, in support of Rung Sat Special .
Zone operrtions, On 8 March a PSYWARR mobile team broadcasted Lhe '
new security and curfew mgulat.ionu'on the long Tao River {rom
boats of HAG 22, They also conductod an airdrop of leaflets _
premulgating the new regulations. Simultansous with the initial
lardings in the Rung Sat Spceial Zone on 26 March, the VNN PSYWAR
Buroau coordinated aerial broadcasis into the Zone. They also .,_,
provided 120,000 Safe Conduct Pasass during the Opemtior.l. |
Othar events saw oizht tons >f wellfare naterial distributed
to employves of the Eastern llepadr Pacility and their families aid . _“
six successful cleftlip operations performed, The Vietasaese Navy
besital ship remainod in overhaul due to a flooded engineroonm,
however a mission 48 betn'g plannad for the ship starting in mid-April,
Coastal Group 36, on 13 March, coniucted a Joint PSYWAR
operation with the district chief and Popuwlar Forces in the area,
Coordination was assisted by U.S. Army and Navy advisors.
Entertainuent was provided and PsyWar materials were distributed, A

aew speaker systena was utilised to broadoast ulugu to lao Cua los
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Islamy, a Vier Cong stronghold in the Vaussac River,

Two Cays luter, on 15 March, soven Chieu Hol hulllers from
the isiand turned thcaselves in to Coastal Group 36, They brought
with them throe lussian rifles and 130 rowwds of amaunition.
Annonp, the Huillers were th;: Viet Cong platoon leaders, one : __

secretury, and four puerillas, On 22 March four additional

Ralliers turned themsclves in. This is the second such incident
at Coastsl Croup 36, the first occuring in Pebruary, and serves i
to illustrate the valus of the intenaive:;, continuing PsyWar effort

by tho Coastal Force personnel and advitors at that base.
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