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Coastal Surveillance Fore« 

.0 fi3t.i.'oli.4i  mu naintain control of the area bordering 

tut Lone ?30 «vivtr, ü.c liXollne of Saigon, was the prinary 

prtri>i«.ra facinu the Uniiud States and Vletnaacoe naval forces 

tlurlnc Harciu   Tlircc inciacnta in Fobruary »no JKareh involving 

mcrciumt alilpa transiting to Saigon cophasitod the precarious 

situation »1* theno unarncKi, unoocorted vuasels»    Shipping was 

subject to nuichine gun and recoilless rifle fir«« resulting in 

groundings and saipboard fires.   Viet Cong were able to take 

positions on the shore with relative safety, then flee into the 

protection of the nung Sat Special Zone« the region starting 

fifteen miles southeast of Saigon through which the long Tao 

winds its course. 

Viet Cong control of the Rung Sat Special 'ion*, approxi- 

oately three hundred square miles of mangrove swamp interlaced 

with myriad canals, was virtually unchallecgod«   Pro« her« they 

could operate freely, attacking ships then returning to hidden i 

havens, while their engineers fabricated mines, their cadres ^ 

trained rceruits, and hospitals treated their wounded.   To I 

eliminate the threat would require breaking this Viet Cong hold 

on the Rung Sat Special Zone. 

No frcahj<ater_and only liinited quantities o.f food are 

naturally .available in the kSSZ, and extensive infiltrrtion is 

required to support troops.   Known infiltration routes existed 

to the west, croaaing the Soirap River from Go Cong and Long An 

provinces; with another poasible route from the south, entering 
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At thtt L/onK Trunh Klvcr.    To counter thla a combined blockadt      • , ^ 

waa taubllahw!, with '•är.lr^*1 anl Coast Guard units diverted 

frmn lUlvKi.T I'liC' patrol to provio« the nucleus.   ICPLs« Junks 

from Coastal Oroup 33 •md Vietnauese Navy Sea Force ships were 

asaicnert at  vntorvala to assist. 

On 7 •iarch two Coast Guard ViPiis oconenciMl patrol of the 

southern reach of M>g.^>oiag't   UaCÜC POINT WHITE was the first to 

prove the merit of continuous patrol by radar equipped vessels in 

this area.    A raOar contact was picked up leaving the OQUtb of 

the Van Sat Hiver.   PoitfT WhlTL closed and illuainated the contact, 

a Junk with a number of men aboard*   The Junk opened fir« up« 

illumination and a brief engageiaent ensued*   POINT WilTk then moved 

ahead at full sposd to strike the Junk a glanoing blow« her wash 

partially swamping the Junk ana leaving it in a sinking condition. 

Then« with the assistance of Coastal Group 33« four Viet Cong «or« 

captured from the water« and four carbines« scoo equipment, 

amunition, and numerous docusants were recovered fro« the beat* 

POINT VflilTfc's success, experienced on her first day of 

patrol, dmonstrated the potential of bloekade aetioo«   It was 

decided to extend Ute patrol the entire length of the Soirap River 

to Kha Ue*   To provide complete radar coverage of the river, four 

areas were established*   WPUs were assigned patrols In areas one 

and three, and PCF in areas two and four*   Hiver orientation 

patrols and intelligence briefings were first conducted} and 

continuous blockade patrols ccomenced on IS March* 

■'   ^KJT-Tr ' '•"■MAL 
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Lite in Ihf «vniiii: of 18 March, UoCUC PUUTT PAKTKILOE clooed • 

radar contact near the mouth of the Solrap Uiver, drawing fir« fron 

the Junk.   Fiie v&a rcVorm-d and numerous hits wer« ooservad« but 

ehallow water pr^cludäd pursuit and «valuation. 

On 22 Horch POINT lAibSuN datoetud a auspicious contact with . 

twelve nan on boaru.   When POi:«T HUbSOM clocad, the Junk attCD^tad 

evasion.   Pül. T HIDSON opened firo and the occupant« aove into th« 

water.   An eotirated ten were killed.   During this aaa« period, 

IS March to 25 March, other patrol units drew harassing fire, but 

no «isnificant casualti«« resulted. 

Th« aouthern-Koat large scale «sployaent of United States 

ground troops in Vietnaa, Oporatloa JACK 31.'^, oameneert on 26 

Parch.   Conblned units of Task Group 7b* 5 «ud the Pirat Battalion, 

Fifth Marines, landed on the Long Thanh Peninsula at the seuthem 
» 

tip of the Rung Sat Special Zone, and established three beachheads, 

With the support of Ar.-j, Navy, Marine and Air Pen« pilot«, th* 

largest «nd dsapsst penetration of the Rung Sat Special Zone «as 

launched. 

As the ojieralion moved on, it evolved into an «nsreise «f 

eonained forces. Units of th« Fleet Cocnaari, River and Coastal 

Forces of tlw Vlttr.i.ioae Mavy, as well as two battalion« of 

VietnanQO« Harlnca eay action. United State« manned MttUs and 

ICPLs saw extcnotvo action} and HAHKET TIML units wer« «nployed in 

blockade patrols. 
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1. Tea« Cwipoaltioni 

PhyBictan» - U 

Nurse» - 3 

Technicians • 1 

Other» > 1 

2. PAtlcnt Care < 

Kumbor of Inpatlenta treated > 258 

Nunber of Outpatient eonsultationt - 171 (Clinieo) and 360 (ER) 

Oporatlve Procedures Perfomsdt 

Major War Caiualtle« • 30 Other - 77 

Minor War Casualties - 93 Other - 267 

liaorg<mqr - 297 

Ueotiv« » 170 

Post-Operative Deaths •> S 

3. Periodic short field trips have been eontinued. 
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lap.JTkUtkt.' a. the four boat Jolrap Kiver Patrol, WFUs and PCF* 

were integrated into «JACii STAi to counter any Viet Cong exflitra- 

tion or iivTiltration atteinpts, am to Interulet possible Viet Cong 

MoveLient within the i&&.    Kiiw WPüs and six PCFs were comitted to 

patrol tho major waten.ays, the Solrap, the long Tao, and the Uong 

Thrajih, with six WHis ana four PCFs on station at all tiaes.   A 

TF 115 cunmunicationo relay center was established aboard US» i£U£ 

CK//L (UiU-2), and TC lo.Sftf 115 UAlson establlohed aboard Ü3S 

PRINCSl'ON (LPIU5).   KAhKLT TlMt. units were asslgnad the secoolary 

mission of supporting ground operations,   On_ths.eTenlng of 25 

H(»reh the blockade units took up stations. 

The Soirap atations saw throe ensageaents during the operation« 

the first on 26 March when PCF-31 opened fire on an evading Junk» 

which subsequently managed to reach shore.   Casualties were 

unknown.    In the eame location on the 27th, a suspicious Junk 

opened fire on PCF-31.    She returned the fire, cutting the Junk in 

half and killing five.    Later that evening, POINT I£ACUb picked up 

an abandoned sampan, possibly deserted during the PCF-31 incident, 

with two carbine», gren&aes, ensunitlon and supplies aboard*   Xa 

the third incident on 2 April, PCF-26 caae under fir« fros the 

shore while closing two sus^luleus saapaiM.   One ssapan was sunk 

before the PCF broke off contact. 

The northern mftch of ih« bong Trank Hiver was the scene of 

Ute moat intone« uaterborne action of the operation.   Here, en 

27 March, PUF-26 caae under ,50 cal, ana «30 cal. Machine gun 
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flro from bcüi umUti«   !U.»  iwpprotia««! Uio atlack with wkci.ln« i^m 

and saoitar fire, uut not before suffering two pertonael i«oundtxi 

and litVit material uumage. 

The rArrom diamiel in thav area provided an Ideal location for 

mininr,» nnd the «mcray mode their first attempt on 30 March.    PCF-JJ 

oxperionctid a ndn« «xplooion 10 yard* off her etarboard btau.    She 

iutaediately directod fire at both banks, and received brief fire in 

return.   On 2 April a second nlning was attempted when a nine 

exploded 20 yards to starboard of PCF-23. 

Three IKLs experioncod heavy shore fire in the seas area.   Un 

29 Harchf wt.ilo oupportiiig erbu^t tcjrj, they CAM under heavy fire 

on throe occtsiono.   Ench time crev alertness aad a higjK voluae of 

accurate return fire silenced the attacks.   No friendly casualties 

were experienoad. 

üti.er action involving MXiOOvT TliSfc. units Included two idAJKUJiP 

operations.   WPUs «cd PCFs combined to colleot forty-five Junks on 

the 3olrap Id vor on 1 April, and forty Junks on the Loos Too River 

on 4 April»   In tho first instance the Junks «ore turned over to 

VietncnsBe authorities for inspaction, and in the second to tho 

Vietnamase Navy.   Aleo, on 31 »larch, PCF>31 aad PCP-23 aortarod 

several auspnetsd Viet Cons positions. 

On 31 March a Joint United S^ates-Vlatnaiaase aaphiblou» 

operation was corductod, the f irot auch endeavor of the war.   With 

Monitors and FUKa of Vietnuoese Navy River Assault Croupe providinc 

a protective screen and nlnesweeplng escort for United States 

„..I- 
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v :'lri;.-.;i auuarkcc Li üdiuiif; cruft, the twenty-four 'oo»t convoy 

worked its »»«a »•'Ven -rile» uoun the narrow Vin 3»t Klver.   Vhit 

t»ie Ueepect penetration into üie Hung Sat Special Zone «mi the most 

fruitful, roealtinr. in U»« destruction of • isrge Viet Cong training, 

hospital ats) uuppl^ ooiaplex* 

The uucccsB of thu penetration into the RS3Z can be attributed 

to thi corioept of coupling Vletnonsae Mavy exptilence in riverine 

operations and itivor Assault Group capabilities with an integral 

bod}' of assault troops trained in amphibious «erfare»   U.S. 

advisors who were «ucperioneud in the Kwag Sat Special Zone area and 

were familiar with Vietnwosao Mavy opej ations bridged the nap 

between the Vietnamese and the Anarieaas. 

VieUianese Marines landed in the northern portion of the Rung 

Sat Special Zone on 1 April.   VicUuvaoae Haxy Fleet Conaand unite 

Joirsd MAlUfl-T TIKI-, vosuols on blockade patrol, and Vietnaoeee 

Coastal Farce *un5:3 patrollol the western section of the Zone 

during the early days of JACK tfTAl.   A£^in9 close liaison with U.3. 

advieore made possible the full integration of the Viatosneae unitt* 

A Navy, end Karine Corps Civie Action Tetn rouaded out the 

operation, visiting the four najor villages in the Rung Sat Special 

Zone i   Can Cio, ly Nohn, Dong Hoa and Quang Xtqren.   Medical and 

dental personnel treated appraximatoly two thouaaad eases, while 

soap, vitssiins, om toys were distributed*   The response of the 

villagers was onthusiostic. 

The major accompllahnent of «JACK SLKL was the discovery aod 

6 , •; ' I I"].' *.' ! ' ' 
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(instruction o: u iarge Viet Cong complex, anu the captur* of * larg« 

aruount oi" eno.^ weapon» ana supplifs.    The extent of these faoilitiet 

iniieaoeu th«;   wwr« uscU to support opcr .tions elsewhere lo the 

country as well ua in the Hung Sat Special Zone.   Their dastruetiea 

reduced vhu overall Viet Cuttg var-t&akine cspability» and greatly 

reduced the poUntial for dtWck» on river ahipplng. 

The vcr;. nature cf »aCK u.AX cave it aspects which aade it 

unique as th«. f ii-st l^rLe scale, coordinated operation involving 

United State« seventh Fleet and Vietnaaeae Navy and Marine Corps 

vnits.    a strung pnsce.'.ent ;'cr futor« operations was established* 

The anti-iiuiltrution patrol concepts developsd during ths 

previous taer.tha a&i« furliter application during March in Operation 

QKwwK liLAM 11.   Th« operation was cunducted in ths a rsa iamsdiaUly 

souUt of that of ISüüV.H OUh I, extending fro« Haa Thang villag« 

•outhwcst to Tl.v-a Bien.   Participating units included U38 KOlMbh 

CLLk 331), two »ris frca Coast Guard Division 103, »nd units fro» 

Coastal Group 31 at Kara Tun. 

The plMvüng conference was held st CSC Yung Tau on 12 March, 

•nd the evetdng of 13 »torch all units reported on station.   Pour 

patrol areas wer« ectablithed and assigned to ths WPBs.   K0IMk& 

waa to euUuQt a ra-ndoa patrol of ths objective area, with Coastal 

Croup 31 patrolling as required and standing by to take custody of 

suspect Junks. 

Boaroing operations were United by ssss up to seven foot 

^ 
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l).u\. royicid • JKT.'. tJ* vpin I.-A:   .icoau * rouuliia ovoluuio»,    boUi tiiQ 
■ 

"It;. .UK ui'Lta cou '.UM bo Luiit; J%t operations IUKI liatltou 

jnn.Ui|uiVi><ti '•.   .'iM'Ua ilionp 'ji due to »b« ountiitlons» cover»*".« 

was ILilvci1. to   ..i.\  M.ri>^ uidts on petrol at ell tiae»,   Vhie ihuuld 

not %J* tnr CUA« in future opb.ationa.   While the advent of the 

o<,uthwe3t Mcrneoon in i'aturo nonths io expected to brine inereeeed 

earcc and fishing traffic, more effective perticipetion bgr the 

araallor unite - tArtdcularXy PC? and Coastal Croup Junks * will bt 

possible. 

Operation SclTfil W1KD was conceived and executed in response to 

lnt*lUgenco informtion indlcatln( the possibility of seaborne 

Infiltration by uutaoarine in the vicinity of the Ca Hau Peninsula. 

Intelligence eourcee indicated a Chinese Cocnunist subasrlne would 

depart Conbodia on 19 March, and en 20 Maroh offload a earfo of 

weapons, mines and medical supplies in the vieinitgr of the Ong boo 

River.   The possibility of suboarine infiltration «as evaluated as 

unlikely* however the possibility of infiltration by other type oruft 

was considered feasible. 

Six UAIWr Tltt. units were diverted to ths area.   USS VANa 

(DtR 387) was designated 0IC| with POINT MAST, POINT QkAX, POUIT 

YOUNG and thro« PCFs rounding out the patrol.   VANCK also «as to 

provide logistic support for the UPB^CF and berth throe spare PCP. 

crews. 

9 . s'-in^!^' 
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VAUCL was a:iuir:n>xl „he outenaost putivl aru* Md w»t to 

mali.ta'.n passive 3na>r a'arv-'lliance until uutdiig contact.   Inshore 

of WUCL were U-»r«e InVüa, anu provialnc clMO-ln covorag« yfrm th« 

PCKs.    In adüii.lvjii, Ked {rack aerial ourveillance flifibta were 

adjuated lo provioo continuouo coverage of the area.   Pour Mark $4 

depth buzabs and eight pnraflares were loaded on each aircraft. 

All unita were en ntation the evening of 19 March.    SOJTh WIND 

continued for five» days, vith nuneroua eurfaoe contact» Mtarehedf 

none suspicious.   On 23 March U3S URlsmt relieved VANCt, and the 

morning of 24 March thu operation was terminated* 

AlthoJ^t the infiltration threat never «aterUllted, SOUTH VIMD 

illustrated the f eaeibUity of rapid deployoont of MJÜXLT TXMK unita 

to noet a potential infiltration threat»   AU unit« «are en etation 

«Aien requirodi and, again, the DER «as able to provide logistic 

support for units away froa their base, «ad provide for th« spar« 

PCP crews. 

* * « * • 

Operation TEE SHOT II was initiated in support of operation 

TLXA3 in Quang Ngai Province.   The operation «as estsblished to 

interdict any Viet Cong exfiltration attempt« and to prevent infil- 

tration of supporting units or supplies. 

TEE SHOT IX was conducted on a soaewhat «asallsr «oal« than TLS  * 

SHOT I.    U33 PEhSlSTEUr (MJO 491} awl USS WH1PP0CHWLL (MSC 20?) 

provided the outer barrier.   Inshore were two PCP«, vith reserve 

crew« berthed in Chu Lai, and units of Coastal Group« 1$ and 16.   . 

10 p < , r , i 
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Ihe operation ccracwncett on ^i» liarch. 

On 25 Kkrcr; rCF 2) provide« HGFJ for Coastal Group 16.   Th* 

operation procetxiod without further incident and was teralnated on 

27 March. 

Using a HSC: vice DtJK as supporting ship and OTC Imposed several 

limitations.   The Ha) lacks the berthing facilltlo» for spar* PCF 

crews.   This necessitated berthing the two spar« crew« In Chu lait 

and the PCF had to leave station to change crews.   Coordination with 

the Coastal Groups and intra task group comuunications wore 

seriously hampered by the lack of FM comunication» on the MJJO and 

MSC.   On one occasion PUUISILNT had to go alongside a Coastal Croup 

15 junk to borrow a PHC-10 radio in order to ooordinate MOPS. 

Coordination with Coastal Croup« 1$ and 16 woo poor or noo- 

«xiatent.    (This was aggrevated by event« at both tho«o Coastal Croup«« 

covered Liter under Coastal Group aotivitie«.)   Pronulgation of 

Coastal Croup patrol schedule« and patrol area« to the U8M unit« would 

have helped alleviate this situation.   In addition, tho «««lenent by 

Vietnamese Navy Headquarter« of specific unit and area r««ponsibiliti«« 

would enhance future operations* 

phHSIiflLNT found that PCF« presented • poor radar pieturs «t 

range« in excess of thre« niles.   Both PCF unit« w«ro loaned radar 

re lector« to nount on their flag staff s^ and radar return wo« 

«ignifleantly Improved.    PCF unit« also lacked Viotn—s«o liai«ao 

personnel. 

« • • « « '  , 
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.-.■-]    ;.       .: .i:-      .<     ..,   •• . v  , vi.»..M viUüther coiultiwi» LnjToveci utd 

:•... i..'- t   ..■.•..•]■.,   >;•   i.-i.i.n-«. cw.tacts wai» po33ii>lc,    un lo ii*rcli 

'; ■,    .    i li.   «uvxU o.ic suel hulluu carjjo bout« pitvxouoly 

u-.   ...» .••.   -.d^iouu, into Vving Tau for aearch by VletnuoeM 

..a*: V/LM- >.    '1 »■ i.j    ;.,w<'i  rolonawi,    othcn.-lse the operation 

■pT%:e-rri*v «lij.aal inci«'-rA until 17 i'wirch, \d)cn a otaixlKiowi fro» 

;. c •u'^.T.t v r, ü:*m ••♦•; vo permit WUFS by l)5J FÜiffj.HflllÜ, 

C»;i»tal Oroup 31 ;.A(t rtiiorted a concentration of enengr ground 

foins in -r.«' vicinity »».-.»wi on local Intelligence •OUTCM*   Prior 

tc clMnrirsg tUo tir^a^ ^uWT ..lilTt fired twanty-olx rounls of 81m 

nortar an'1 Yxiu     Uii>ty-five rounds of thro« inch fifty calibar. 

■'jivi a'jconciary cx^doaiun wxs otiaerved.   Püiü'hKFli.U} then conaeoeed 

tcr mi«8ion. 

.'...(iit.lo li-.j  U<t.o'ilicence reports frca Coastal Group 31 indi* 

c .tori u poHslblr Viet Gone rcsupply by Junk the evening of 17 Maroht 

a.vl llu'.Vrt iy-.Ah 11 units \.<.T« rejjooitloncd to conduct intonalio, 

cioar-ln sr.uch.   No ri-nutiply ws detected and on the evening of 

18 March IW.li 'li'.-'M 11 wn» reactivated. 

'        T.rubiiout II »■ ojKraMon the a'ofloce of the fishing fleet MM 

a nct'.ble factor, th«lr activity probably- limltod by eoa conditions. 

hoartint: Uiyu t curci, op'.-naioiia were continued without incident 

«»it 11 Ux" trfOmJU«; >r .'7 March, \.hcn the operation was teraioatod 

•\r<r. ;nV.9 r turrn/l to normal patrol. 

1 '. Ill-atitui of tt«« Ul K "tioU.t»r al.ip" concept wan lioitad as 

C''3 uirt nut juirvici-tuic in the operation.   However, KüÜfiJt reported 

d 



An incrtas'xi t*aapu of Pi>V opcratioiio wuu noted during the muitht 

In addition to ccrxir.uea IJA.diLl TIM«, patrol», PCF units wer« involved 

it; tun incidents, experiencing their heatieet action since arrival In 

coimt.ry.   Ihoy »ilon t'ij-ou nine gunfire eupport aiesiona. 

five Iftrueet ehkrv oi" tuln activity waa experienced by the newest 

division.   Di vision 103 completed tralninc and area indoctrination        < 

durlnp the early weeks of the month« and couuneed patrols.   The 

division slntnrth wu» iticr^tiard with Ute arrival of PCF 31 and PCF 92 

in Cat Lo on 7 Karcl'..   ioca after activation they wer« playing an 

Important role in the bo imp River patrols, and later wer« integrated 

into Opemtion JACK CTtf.    Durinc JACK STAX they maintained tour 

boats or. pat -ol at all times in spite of battle damage and personnel 

casualties.   The crews respond«! well under firs« «stafaliahing a 

good precedent for future operations« 

The lessons learned fron the sinking of PCP i* last month saw 

application during Haroh.   The Viet Cong, hoping for additional 

success, continued to enploy probable booty traps against the SWIRS* 

Five appartnt booby traps wore reported in arsa aims» as wall as two 

unsuccessful minin£s in t)ie long Too River*   With th« inereasiag 

tempo of SWIFT operations, a continuing increass la th« use of mines 

and booby traps is anticipated. 

Cotmunier'.t.iortf problosa continue to plague th« PGP.   Replace»    • 

ment UUC/S8 sots are not yet available, with a IT-mouth delay time 

forecast for delivery.   This neeessitates the boat to boat transfer 

of operative Dots in the event of casualties.   PRC 12$ sets are Mt 



yet available, forcing the use of PKC 25 and PhC 10 for interla KM 

coDnutiications • 

• • « • • 

During March« Coast Guard WPlia of the Coastal Surveillance Force 

experienced their highest IOTOI of action since becasing part of the 

MAKKtT TIME patrols.   UPUa participated in the Seirap River blookad« 

patrola, and operations JACK STAX, BROWN UUK II« aid Ü0UTH WUU).   As 

with the PCFs, the WPBe of Division 13 operating in the Sung Sat 

waters saw most of the action« 

using their fifty caliber machine guns to good advantage» Coast 

Guard units accounted for forty-cne Viet Cong killed« wounded or 

captured« in addition to the capture of «eapona« aisaunition and 

supplies.   Their eighty-one «illinater sortars fired aix gunfire 

support nissions« all but one by Division U in tho Gulf of 

Thailand«   The cutters nortared Viet Cong troop eonoontrat'ions« 

csaps and staging areas« and fired several aissiana in support sf 

ground operations«   The. WPBs of Division 13 used to good advantage 

their surface search capability and firs power in ••arching out and 

destroying arosd Viet Cong Juaia. 

Repair facilities essrged as a problea during tho wnUu 

Although acat ainsr repairs can be aecoaplished at tho Iscai rapair 

facilities at Da Hoi*, Cat Lo« and aboard USS XRISUHA« those invol» 

ving drydooking liepose a problea.   The only presently availabla 

ln-oomtry drydocks« those at Saigon Maval Shipyard« ar« backlogged 

with repairs to Vietnamese Havy ships.   With Vlatasaeae Mavy 
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cooperation it has oaen possible to achedule th« needed r«palrs# but 

only with aomfe interruption of the Vietnaoase repair schedule.   More 

adequate arrangement» are required for both emergency *od routine 

repairs. 

A one hundred ton floating drydock has been towed to Ua Nangt 

and auditional floating dryuocka ore scheduled for Cafci Kanh bay and 

Nha Be.    The possibility of leasit\g one of two private dryuock» In 

the Saigon area as an iiiteriu euergency repair facility is under 

consideration.   In addition TM accotoodating U.a. boats» It could be 

used to relieve some of the backlog at the Navy Snipyard.   Providing 

security at the propoued location at present appears the taajor 

problem«   Another pooslbillty under study Is utlllsation of out of 

country faciiilics in Ihallünd.   Facilities «r« alto available la 

Subic Uuyf but truuib tin» la u Halting factor* 

♦ * » # » 

Continuing their aerial aurvelllanee of coastal traffic, 

IIAKKLT TIME aircraft this month flew a total of 732 hour«. Fifteen 

additional hours vent into special flights, one In support of on 

Incident and th« other on supply runs to Can Ranh Boy« In addition, 

forty-two "Gold Oust*1 drops were made, supplying MAUXLT TXMb ships 

with nowspaperu and iaagaalnes. 

3P2h aircraft from Ton Son Nhut airfield at Saigon, ÖP3A fron ' 

NA3 Sangley PoLtt, and dP$M from the ssadrou at Can Ranh .Bay 

proviued continuous aerial ourvoillanc«. Red Track flights cover 

the orva south of Vung Tau, and Bluu Truck flights the northern 
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tireas.    U.5S IVALUnIiii*' jt-Ul«; nrovicicci th« an&droiM at Ccua Rarüi üüJ- 

durinf, March. 

Additior-.al aoriil nuiwoillHnce wis provided by Army Mohawk 

aircraft carrying Side-looking Airborne Radar (SLAH)«    This radar is 

higlily useful In detecting moving eurface targets, providing instant 

Interpretation.    SUH flights over coastal regions are now being 

conducted, with Coast»1 Survelllnnco Centers relaying information 

from th»? aircraft to MAKKKT TlMl units on patrol. 

« * * • • 

Although thn long Tao River has long been used as the main 

ship channel to Salmon, recent events have emphasised the dangers 

inherent in depending solely on this waterway for wartime shipping, 

At itn best It is a narrow channel, winding throu^i an area highly 

advantageoua to an enemy seeking to disrupt shipping*   This ha» lad 

to the consideration of an alternate channel« 

Nine miles to the west of the Long Tao River entrance« the 

Scirap River starts its way to Nha Be,   Its channel is four ailes 

shorter than the Long Tao, and, in aloiost all scotion«* wider*    It 

fojlowo a coujfn« altfoot directly north with only two bends.   On« of 

these is in a relatively secure area.   The other provides the only 

good location for Viet Cong harrnsoraent, yet this could ba controlled 

more easily than th« many bends of the Long Tao*   The Soirap at neaA 

high water will be able to aeeomodate vessels with draft of 29 fast. 

During March the Lighthouse Division of the Vietnaaeae 

Directorate of Navigation established the first .leries of buoys on 
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this ^oirap lliver.    liuoy ono, thw entrance buoy, is llgtitea.    It is 

follower by a aerie» ol five unlighted buoys, extending at» far north 

aa the Vaico idver.   Additloaal buoya and beacons are proposed ao 

far north as Nha Ho, 

During I-iarci. the initial steps were taken in production of 

bilingual, hngliah-Vietnameae, navigational charts«   The first such 

chart, bordered üy Vung Tau on the north and the Cua Dai Klver on the 

south, was produced frou Victnouotte survey data«   Future charts will 

be simplified by elimination of the arbitrary VietnaMS« meter grid« 

retaining only the UTM and geographic grids« 
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Assigned th« mission of preventing Viet Cong novmasnt« 

infiltration, and r«aupply on th« watonajs of th« M«kon£ DolU« 

the reut» «atutri«» kvü in th« Vuxm Sat Special Zone, Or«rfc'.Jon 

GAHc. ^J&i; pro^r»6»odi v.ith the arrival of it« firft new patrol 

units»   Th« firet eleven HBhA arrived in country 21 March. 

Itilialng USS lu.I.Lc. CK0»E (ISP 2} as an iniarln Ins»ore Support 

Ship, and the partially completed facilities at Cat I.of the boat« 

undervont ohakcdown cruises • 

Sixultanooua crew training and tret indoctrination Mar« 

conducted in the waterways adjacent to Vung Tau*    It is axp^nted 

UAt this first incrcrant will be operational in early April. 

Nirte aiditional I'll s arrived in country 30 March.    However, four 

of these boats wore daa&god during shlpsent, one beyond in>oountry 

repair. 

Kumerous boat alterations are under consideration and experi- 

mentation.   Ar.oat; theso are several being effected V CDWS in 

country»    araor 1* being modified on th« twin fifty caliber nount 

to inprov« gimnor visibility| ussunition feed nechanlsm difficulties 

are being rettificdj and towing bridles are being fabric*.ted for 

emergency use in case of grounding. 

Idver Squadron Five was estAbilshed on 15 March, assuming 

administrativ« control over the newly arriving üAMt V.'AKDF.*: writs. 

COKrJVIiüK FlVc. has teen assigned the hotte jjort of San Diego. 
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Amy Uii-lli l.rili-cpter plöois aciiitlulud vo participate in oAhL 

W.\ni/rN roceiveu u.cir initial iimoctrioatioa in ahipboanl launch 

und Innaiiig prococurec.    U^y ana iiijtt operations were practiced 

from ÜSa ittiii. IJAUT priur to JACK SIAX.   On 2$ March a detachoent 

of Uh-IH noveC uüoacc! IILUL öitüVL.   7h« following duy they started 

participfetiftt* i<. J*CK öl«,;, roivd^riitg ii.poi-uiut Bup;«rt Uurinf 

th« op^ratlor.ii« • 

A  •> .-, -.  .» 

'iU arrival oi" tru lour UMLU of :UU dataduaent Alfa from 

Da Noiig nariau the «.ntiy of Ijidttd StaU* units into river mine« 

jwotpliiK wporavioiiu«   THM u>^ts «arlvod in Vung Tau on 10 Murch 

ana prococacu  to t<ha Bo to ccAuianc«. tralnii;^.    Ihrco unite conducted 

their first operations in buppurt of «äWK STAY starting on 26 Hareh» 

and have continuuu Vmo uaiiy »wwiu^a of tli« u>ng Tao Klvcr.    With 

the .'titi units jwocping their aoorod gear, a»; the Vietnamese Navy 

HLK3 units streaming uotUMa dra^s, a luure ouuplate eoverAg« of the 

ship channel is posaible.   The fourtli IME la being used in tests 

on an experinuaj. aint hunting sonar« 

The tuba art operating frm the teai^orary facilities at Nha 

0«.    Crews arc housed ia teats and fuel is stored in plastic 

bladders.   Pemantsnt faciUtlbo are unuer construetion« 

Austere, interin ü/Jt WAiuaü4 Use facilities have been 

eoRpleted at Nha lie, wuile, in audition, the partially completed 

porcunent baoe at Cat Lo is. being utilised«    Several eouitraints 

lo- fONliDPiliAi 
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must (>« ovcrcvoe to penslt punctual coapletion of intcriu I'aciliLlt» 

at oUit-r iwaea. 

Land U,\a been acquired on four of tlte eight permanent base 

site».   Three oi' the rojaaiuing four have received local approval 

ajxl are awaiting; f inai approval*   Only at Vinh Long l>aa the 

desired acquisition been completely rejected t necessitating 

investigation and prccui «aent of an alternate site*   Six of the 

eitfit perasnent sites will i'oquire dredge fill*   The dredge has 

arrived In country and Nha Be will receive first priority. 
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Uk'JM A^VIUUtf UiüUP 

A alow but continuirtK pro{;r«t>8 in Vletnanast Navy operations and 

effectiveness wu evident during karch. 

I vent» iixlicaved increasing aggressiveneaa in Vietnanese Navy 

tea patrol units.    PCM 613 provided two encouraging «xamples duilng 

the month.    Un 15 March, while on a routine patrol in the Third 

Coastal Zone, a Viet Con«; Junk surrendered to the PCM.   Seven Viet • 

Cong gave thcuselvcs up, bringing with them five Russian rifles and 
I 

amunition.   On 23 Harch PGM 613 and Coastal Group 36, both with . 

advisors «barked, staged a Joint aobush.   Three Viet Cong Junks 
i 

were brought under fire close to the shore.   The Junks nanaged to 
i 

beach, and casual tic o were unknotm. 

However, critical areas continue to exist, particularly-those 

of naintcnanoe and of porconnel.   Overall ship nalntenanee during 

the month was not oonaidered oatisfactory on Fleet Connand ships« <\ 

However there was a oecldcd laprover-ant in procedures and directives 

promulgated uy the Flsot CoBmnnd llaterial Officer*   It is felt that 

with continued advisory effort directod at shipboard naintenanoe and   . 

training, overall idterial condition should Improve. 

As in the past, leadership during Karch was generally regarded 

as unsatisfactory.   The perforoanee of a number of oomanding 

officers was outstanding, but many continued to perform in an , 

unsatisfactory manner.   A similar problem continued to exist at 

the Junior of fie or and NCO level.   Many are very good, but the 
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a Jorltj »ho» littxL or no liusiic 'M bwcono ^ood iMdan* 

During: .turd, the roUitdoa of ainj 0.3. officer« l«ft 

ships withuut adviboro un.. rxaiy coastal croups with «n insuffi~ 

citnt noubor.    Lods of experienced »joraonnel in the forthecKing 

ucnths will continue,    Xhia Situation tend« to break lb« ooor 

tinuity of do advisory effort.   Nowly arriving adviaory 

personnel on occ&oion do not have the opportunity to IMTO froa 

their predecessor's experience, as In ooiao coses om advisors ar« 

Msignüd after their jirodccaätori have departed* 

Incidents involving the Coastal Croups and their advisors 

were numerous during March.   Several of these portray an inoraased 

sgeressivsnass, and others excellent ooopemtion between the 

Coastal Groups ami HAhXLT T1ML units. 

On 13 Kardi» Coastal Group 37 spotted four junks offleadilng 

at a beach neu* the mouth of the Bai Lai Kivsr»   The watsr In that 

location was too sUllcw to pansit the two 1ABUTAS of 0G 37 to 

approach to invoatic-te, and a ea&ll laadinc party was put ashoro 

upstreaa.   As the lasting party approached the jvnks they reeeived 

hostile fire and were forced to pull back«   The Juoks fro« OG 3? 

maintained fire to attenpt to prevent the offlMdinf of the beached 

junks.   Aa the tide cane in one of the junks aenagod to escape 

around a bend in the ooast.   Then, at high tide« the Coastal Group 

units were at>le to move in to investigate.   The remaining junks 
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hail been unioatl«^ wf all JL^iifieanl careo«   'I've of the J\nk» were 

lowed back to Ut« .jute. 

On 71 Kaiuti, rjvu a^uin on 23 March, Coastal Group 30 unit« en 

patrol caae uik.er iieavy shore fire.   In uoth Incidents US3 WPIJ.CU, 

on patrol in thu suoe area, «AS called i>y Coastal Group 30 advisors 

to rcrUcr support.   With adviaora en the Coastal Group Junks 

serving as spoUers, LKrUQlT suppressed the «ncay fir« with her 

flftv caliber aadiine guns and forty nilUt&stsr gin.   In the first 

incident secondary explosions were obeenred in the vicinity of the 

enoiny positions.    In addition, after the first incident, IMPUCH 

treated two wounded Vietnoatoae junknen.   Close liaison between 

CoastuI Group 30 advisors snd the XMPIICIt resulted la ths arrival 

of assistance and ttte favorable result» aehieved. 

Security of remote Coastal Croup bases «till Is considered 

marclnal.   Two incidents during March accentuated this situation* 

On the nomine o* 23 March, Coastal Crcup U wa» mdar aortar 

attack at 0100.   The attack continued IntemitUatljr for three 

hours, when the Viet Cong* estimated at two ecspsnies, began SB 

intensified nortar and autcsatie weapons attack.   Me final mh 

on th« base was attenpted. 

Coastal Croup 15 was sabotaged fron within oa 26 Kareh* 

Five booby trap grvnsdes were employed, four placed aeroas th« 

door to ths eomanding officer's and advisor*« houses, «ad th« 

fifth in the path of the roving sentry«   Th« w—iriing effioer 
22 cnwirifNiiA! 
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was fataHj' wouiuvct.   Ti-.c auvlsora wero not »t Ui« bhM At the tia*« 

7)t« cTBnuleo hud be«n suppliud bj- a Ceeerter froa CoMtal Group XL 

und a f«aale Viet Cun^ «are, and vrcre pine«! by thro« jvnkaoa £rcn 

CG 15. 

DiingQr« Liiiervnt in clou« inahor« Junk patrols wnro tragically 

onpltaaiKod U.i» naiUit   Jn i.5 H&roh, on a routina patroli Coastal 

Group 16 unllo cuae under heavj autcratle wsapoaa tira about two 

hundred jarda fron the ahore.   During the ensulaaj «^»csecent the 

mbartod ad>iaor waa fatally wounded toy 4 heavy «allbar taollat* 

Peraonnol am oaintcnance probleao eontinuod to placu« tha 

Coastal 7orca,   The m&nniivs It^cl of th« Co&atal Qroupa rcoaload 

below allowance during March.   Tho ne:d for trainod •nsLnauni 

continuad to be critical.   3ona icpxoteatat vat noted» but aoTC 

trainTd paople are neoded. 

Th« now policy of asaigüns sore erpciienced eoTp.MVilng offleirt 

to th« coastal group* led to % uorlaad Irprovcr.-^at la loadarahlp 

durirg th« »onth*   Uver fifty percent of th« ccztondlng offioora arc 

now regarded Uy their adviesro as capobl« officur»« 

Mctor/sail Janks contiin» to irposa a »ozious naiatanaaoa 

eonstraiat en repair facility parse»»!*   Miry hulls are la a tasd 

state of ceterioration» and engine nlfUncticas are becciBlng asre 

and oore frequent«   Survny of approadrately fifty percent of these 

boats haa been rcsc-r^vaicd.   This would provids an sngiiM pool for 

replaecnant phrts.   The contimed addition of aov TxaUtAs will taka 

up th« alack* 

e 
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River Asanuit Uroups participated In fiftaen aa&U seftle, 

combliwic1. 3WJ'4p opai-Mlons 'luring the month. They continued to 

demonatrato & hi^i capability for this type of operation« 

Such an optratio'i waa auccoosfully ooniuctod by HAß 23 on 13 

March in Pinh Liinh province.   Farticipatins unit» included eifht 

bo-it» of JUG 23, Vivtiujaoas Hav> Li2L 227, two Regional fore« 

platoons and two Popular Force platocno.   The troops were eab&rksd 

during the early nomine hours end transported to the •cam of tho 

oporation, the Cu Lao aroa of Yung Lion eub-oector.   Late in the 

monting the troops usr«. put ashore to start a four hour sweep of 

the area*   This pimse resulted in five Viet Cong killed ant thro« 

weapons captured, with no friendly casualties»   The RAG units 

provided a blocking fores.   Three platoons were again «barked in 

the boats, the fourth left behind to set an actauh.   Lat« la the 

aftamoea the aibush yielded results and the rast of tho forces 

returned to assist the az'aish tcia.   Kieven Viet Coag «ere killed 

and four weapons captured.   Kz-in there were no friendly «aaualtiee, 

LSSL 227 wts brought in for ruppert vhen the foroe eaas under ehore 

fire while rettuming to doba^k the troops.   The entire operation 

was planned and executed fcy the ctr-'t-'linj officer of RAO 23* 

In oonptrijon to Ute large seals eearoh and destroy operations, 

these cnall scale sweeps have several sdvuntagee«   They can be 

quickly planned and executed thereby preventing Mourity leaks sad 

giving alaost imnadiate reaction to Intelligence data (in this 

particular sector t.here is good intelligence).   The HAG groups also 

have the capability to lift troops to the scene with relatively 
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food opcecl .«rtl accrue;-, Xhtth »uppurt then* 

The liaitinft rector ui this typo ef Operation is »valJUbllity of 

troops.    The :iAG coaswiDuer mvut rely on ülatriet or province head- 

quarters Tor Asoignntnt of troops.   Thi Vietnamese Navy has proposed 

integration of troops into the K&Us to alleviat« this situation, but 

to date« VietnuMtse authorities have not sesa tit to grant thos this 

etpability. 

Task Force Alpha, coaposed of th« Second and Third Vietosasss 

Marine Battalions, with their sdvioon., and eleacnts ef th« 

Amphibious Support Dattalion, SSM extunoive action in March» 

During taost of the nonth they were under the operational control of 

the ARVN 22 Infantry Division in Dirt» Oinh Province.   Contact with 

the encsy was oade on nuneroua oooasi^ns» 

On 6 March, Task Force Alpha was attacked by an estinated 

Viet Cong Battalion, resulting in thirty enoqr kUled and seventeen 

weapons and a quantity of armunition captured*   Reports indicated 

that additional eneey bodies had been carried away»   Three friaadly 

troops were killed in action* 

The rmalnder of the conth was tpent in search and destroy 

operstions, seas of thess in ooabinallon with ARVM units*   On 2? 

March the aost significant contact wns snds whoa Task Force Alpha 

engaged a North Vietnesose eoocpaay*   During the engsgSBeat tea 

'' / Vietnamese Marines wars killed *   uns North VistMuaoss first 

lieutenant was oenfirmed killed* 

On 19 March a 10$ nilliaster oussle burst accidently killed two 
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Vietnaaese Marinos arvi the U.a. Mariio Artillery Battalion »avisor. 

The firut »mi iuurth Vietnaacsi H«riiw Battalionu, 

co.-istitutiiic iiiak Force bravo« vrero tsaigitea to Ut« Capital Hilitary 

i\e( ion Uurin^, t:»; Xirol tlurc« vfooUs of Maroh.   H«ro thoy eonduoUA 

two seardt una ucstroy operutions.   un 22 March thoy rolievad Task 

Force Alp*« in Uinh binh Province. 

The fifth battalion resaainud tinder the control of the CHh 

until 7 Kerch.   Following relief by Ute first battalion on 6 March, 

they board«! two USA» for an oporat:Lon in the Rung Sat Speolal 2OM« 

Search and dear oporations were ooaductcd until ID Manh with no 

entsay contact.   On 23 Karch a »ocrch and destroy epention MSS 

conducted in the Vinh Loc sector of the CllR, with no contact.   The 

remainder of the month was »pent in static security in the CHR. 

• • • • • 

The Vietnamese Maty Poyoholofiieal Uarfar« Bureau sad their 

advieors, vorkinfl in conjunction wi.th Vietnomass Uayy units and 

advieore in the fiald, csntinuod tiieir olTie action activities 

durinf Kerch.   Ovsr cichty-four Was of civic action aaterials wars 

received frea CAPi-, U3A1Ü, and Cuttiollo Ralief Orcanisation for 

further distribution to Coastal Surveillaaae Centers and advisors In 

the field.   Final distribution «as by KAhKLT TIME units and 

Vietnc&cae Navy units.   Ha&vainss and posters wer« also provided far 

distribution. 

On 1 Karch a cmbimd Hcdicid/pDyWar Tea« proceeded to Tuy 

Hoa and Song Cau to ad:ünlater to refugees sad Coastal Qroup 24 
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personnel ana ^«.-[.«nuiciitts,    iwo (IAVS w.^re spent at each location« 

Approxlmatöly I^JKI people received rawiical troatment during the 

lour da:.- period.   In addition, work on the refuge« vülage coomunlty 

toilet and acnool was continued, and a »econrt village well neared 

completion,   iiurinf! a four day follow-up visit on 15 Karcli, an 

•dditir.nal 1,10» pioplc wore ideated« and one and one quarter tons 

of welfare outerial were distributed. 

The PSYWAti Bureau also workee in support of Bung Sat Special 

Zone oper.-tions.   Un 8 Harch a PSYViAtt mobile teaa broadcasted the 

new security and curfew regulation» on the Long Tao River froa 

boats of HAG 22.   They aloo eonduci'.od an airdrop of leaflets 

promulgating the new regulations.    Simultaneous with the initial 

landings in the hung Sat Special Zone on 26 March, the VMM P3XWAR 

Bureau coordinated aerial broadcasts into the Zone.   They also 

provided 120,000 lafe Conduct Pasase during the operation. 

OtJior «vents saw olftit trms it welfare naterial distributed 

to employees of the Eastern !le;-«lr Facility und their fsstilies and 

six successful cleftlip operations perfomed«   The Viet&aues« Navy 

h'-'.irital ship reaainod in overhaul due to a flooded engineroon, 

however a missiun is being p\ann«d for the ship starting in aid-April« 

Coastal Croup 16, on 13 March« conüueted a Joint P3XWAR 

operation with the district chief and Popular Forces in the area* 

Coordination was assisted fay U.S. Angr and Navy advisors. 

Lntertainuent was provided and Paj-War materials were distributed.   A 

new speaker system was utilised to broadcast messages tie Lao Cut Lea 

2?        „- r.n^iiinfK'ii/.i 



lolfltu« a Viet Cent: strong.old iu tl^o D&iiuao klvor. 

Tvo iiiiya lutoi', on li H&rch, uoven Ulileu Hoi halllers fron 

the laland turned thcaoelvea In to Coaot-il Croup 36»   Thoy brought 

vdth thorn thro« itussion rilloo and 130 rsuula of amaunition» 

AiaonR the Uaiilft-fl were two Viet Cone platoon leaders, one 

aecrotury, ami lour Kuorlllas»   On 22 March four additional 

Uallinra turned thensolvea in.   This is the second suoh Incident 

at Coastal Croup 36, tho first oeeuring in February, and serve« 

to illustrato the value of the intenaivi, continuing PqyVfar effort 

by the Coastal Force personnel and advliiors at that base. 
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