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iavy CV-10 "Bronco” aircraft provide fast and

poverful air support for Uperetion SEA LOHDS
Ahroughout the Mekong Delta.
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Operation Sea lords Summary

Operation Sea Lords, which began on 18 October 1968, is a cont inuous
overall effort which has several principal operational parts: Giant Sling- i
shot/Barrier Reef Zast (CIG 194.9), Tran Hung Dao/Barrier Reef West (C1G
194.4), Search Trun (CTG 194.3), Market Time Raiders (CIG 194. 5), Riverine
Strike Group {CTG 194.7), and Breezy Cove (CTG 194.2). Sea Lords main
objectives have been: (1) to interdict infiltration from Cambodis by
placing naval units along infiltration routes; {Z) to clear and open Delta
waterways; and (3) to penetrate long held enemy areas with raider operations.

Now, after nearly a year of Sea lords operations, naval forces have
succeeded, along with the Army and Air Force, in contributing to the inter-
diction of supplies coming into Vietnam from Cambodia and to the return to .
government control of the rivers in the lower Delta and various VC strong-
holds. To date, more than 3070 VC have been killed and 500 tons of munitions
ard supplies in caches found and d estroyed.

Pe;haps oven more important than these statistics are the intangible
results such &3 inhabitents along the waterwyas being able to move sbout
with greater freedem and safsty and the fact that areas once controlled by
the YC are now open to economic development. ¥aterways, once used with
impunity by the enemy, are now closed to him, backing up his supplies which
now take him longer to get through. This, in turn, has lessened the
frequency and duration of enemy "high points.”

The Mang Thit Campaign (CTG 194.6), which began on 18 July 1969, had as
its basic objective the pacification of the area adjacent to the canal in order
to stimulate the ressttlement of this area and the promotion of the governzent

image, This campaign terminated 20 September the initial objectives having
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been achieved. During the tensure of naval units, traffic on the Mang Thit/

tg A ee

Nicolai Canal doubled from approximately 1,000 units to 2,000 undts par month. P

s There also was a noticeable pacification improvement as evidenced by mumerous

wer e,

hootches being built in previously uninhabited aress, the enthusiastic response

of people along the canal bank to the PBR presence, and the increased response .ot
:; to medical ajd missions. During the first twenty days of the month, PBR's of
RIVDIV 535 made no significant contact with the enemy and were chopped to CTU
194.4 and relocated to YREM 20 in the vicinity of Chou Doc,

A= ar extension of Sea lords and in support of the Fourth CTZ pacifica- ;;

tion program, Operation Breezy Cove was activated on 25 September. The mis- l j“'

] sion is to irplesent USN Game Warden type PER Operations on the Song Ong Doe "
{ in An Juyen Province in order to prevent unexy infiltration, nov{ament, and !i
: resupply along the inland waterways in the Song Ong Doc area in order to en- ‘:;
hancs the govermment of Vietnam's pacification program. Active Vietnamese %

i Navy participation will begin during late October or November pending future :ii
| PER turnovers, g
} On 2, Septebor, the USS GARRETT COUNTY (IST 786) arrived in the vicimity %
! of the Sor ; Ong Doc from Rach Gia with AL 3, DET 6 exbarked to provide support N :
: for the off loading, positioning, and outfitting of the asei pomtoons that . g
§ were consolidated into an Advanced Tactical Support Dase (ATSB), RIVDIV 572 “
i g arrived f ron Birh Thuy on 26 Septesber and assumed designator CTU 194.2.1 ?f
;f coxmencing operations on 28 Septenber, They wers joined on the 30th by 2 - ;
? ASPB's, 3 ATC's, ard a Monitor which bscemo CTU 194.2.3. k%
i On 28 Septexber, the District Chief, Song Ong Doc, who had been in WEGP ‘!
position for several nights in order to observe tvo yound “adies who had re- ;

S_ cently moved into town tosst up shop, was forced to send theaz back to Ssigon. !i
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E apparently, these young ladies had heard in Saigon that the Navy was moving
‘i s -
s in (to Song Ong Doc) and wanted to be there firstest with the mastest, There
3 . ,
4 were no casualties reported on either side. Xinh loi!
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Giant Slingshot Campaign

With over 118 USN and VNN craft committed to the Giant Slingshot Cam-
paign along with U.S. and ARVN ground troops, this campaign continues to be
the most active and effective of the SEA LOiDS interdiction barriers. Con-
ducted on the Vam Co Dong and Vam Co Tay Rivers, Giant Slingshot forms a
natural barrier around the "Parrot's Beak" area of Cambodia which protrudes
into Vietnam and is an enemy sanctuary only 35 miles west of Saigon.

Intelligence reports continue to come in describing the difficulty
caused to the eneny by the constantly patrolling uni'ts not only in terms of
physically preventing his freedonm of movement » but also denying him adequate
Wweapons, foodstuffs, and medical supplies,

During the month, increased river bank activity and river crossing at-
tempts in the daylight hours suggests that certain areas of the Vam Co Dong
are so difficult to cross at night due to the constant pressure of RIVLIV
units that the Viet Cong prefer to sttempt crossing during the hours of
peak sampan traffic,

Compared to the previous months, Giant Slingshot in September was ex-
tremely quiet, Hostile fire incidents which had been averaging 130 per
month for the past six months, dropped to 56 in September, Enexmy KIA's
(BC and EST) correspondingly decreased from 363 in August to 146 this
month while friendly casualties decreased from 36 killed and 204 wounded
in August to 33 wounded in September,

At 2215 on 3 September, two PBR's of TU 194.9.1 inserted a company of
U.S. Army troops nine miles southwest of Ben Luc (XS 722 662). As one of the
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PBR*s was backing off the bteach, small ams fire was received from the north-
west and 2 sawpan with five occupants was detected pulling into the bank 20
meters away. &s the friendly units cpened fire, they received grenades and
small arms fire in return wounding two Army troops. Enemy casualties were
considerably greater since their losses were: five killed; one sampan des-
troyed; and two AK-47's, a K~59 pistol, and a large amount of medical sup-
Flies captured.

About mid-day on 5 September, while on a routine patrol on the Vam Co Tay
River 5} miles northwest of Tan An (XS 480 700), two PBRts of TU 194.9.2 werse
hailed by a water taxl because two men on the taxi desire to rally. Surren-
dering an M-l carbine and a 30 round magazine, they stated that thers were
other VC in the area who might also want to raily. The PER!s retumed to
base for loudspeakers, and one of the Hoi Charhs made a live broadcast in

the VC base area with negative results, Befors taking the Hoi .. .ihs to Tan

An Chieu Hoi Center, the PBR's pulled into the Hoi Chanhs® village so they
could talk to their families gnd friends. The PBit's received an enthusiastic
welcome from the villagers,

That afvernoon, on the Vam Co Dong River, PER!'s of CTU 194.9.3 on rou-
tine patrol two miles northwest of Tra Cu received from three to four rockets

and light automatic weapons fire from the east bank. The bulk of the fire was

directed at the cover boat which took a rocket hit on the port side of the

coxswain flat below the armor plating resulting in three USN and one VNN

wounded (boat captain seriously). The PER wert out of control and bsached

on the west tank as the other PER!'s returned fire and remained in the area

to support the beached boats. FPour to six VC were seen evading the sarea and

were taken under fire with unknown results., A Ssawolf and FAC both arrived
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o 3 on station and proceeded to place strikes in the contdct area whichwere
i followed by artillery. Thirty-seven minutes after the initial engagsment, |
-.-;;;: ; 3 PBE patrol and YNM ATC that had been scrambled arrived with a platoon of ;
'u‘ Army troops for insertion. The troops swept the contact area and found 1
',"'-‘ : ) fresh trails, azbush positions on the bank, and two bunkers which they des- ,
- : troyed. After a strike by an OV-10 that had arrived on the scene, plus l!: :
-f - :- additional strike by a second Seiwwolf, the VPN ATC pulled the beacked PBR j:
: clear. Enemy casualties for the engagement were 1 VC killed and 1 VC prob- ;
= ; ebly killed, j
; Two PBR's of the Upper Vam Co Tay Patrol Unit, acting on local intelli- ,
:-' gence, inserted, supported, and extracted 36 PRU troops on the Rach Bach Chan 4
;'g_-' 3 4 miles southwest. of Moc Hoa (WS G75 890) on the morning of 6 September. The
‘ troops located two arms caches containing 500 Chicom grenades, 4O B-40 rockets
and assorted =zall arms ammunition. 3
Acting on intelligence.that VC sappers were operating in the area, VNN ]
'::‘_:" E RAC of RAG 22 exbarked a battalion of AEVN troops and inserted them on the J
‘:::- ‘ Vaa Co Dong River 14 miles southwest of Saigon (XS 592 795) on the morning i
./'-_:_. of 9 Septezber. During the swesp, the troops located a cachs buried in tin
9.. boxes which consisted of: 6 boxes of TKT; 1.000 pounds of C-4; 22/ &0mm - ‘
~ 1 mortar rounds; 216 82mm mortar fuzes; 150 B-4O rockets; 100 B-40 boosters; ‘
31 mines of various types; 16 hand grenades; 10 AK-47%s; and 31 boxes of
= : ) AK-47 ammunition.
‘! ) All the material in the cache was in very good condition, and it is es-
- ‘ timated that the cache had been in place less than seven days. Thers was no
} ] enemy contact.
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Operati.z on SEAL intelligence, SEAL Team, DET GOLF, Golf plutooa, squad

BRAVOQ conducted interdiction of & reported special supply convoy on 14 Sep-

tember 3% miles south southeast of Ben luc (45 629 710). While in waterborme

_’f‘: ( } guardpost position, the SEAL's observed z large sanmpsn containing approxi- )
E . mately 12 men exit the canal. They allowed the craft to reach mid-stream be-

;:\ : fore infitiating contact. The sampan was sunk by direct M-79 hits, amd 25 y
5,3 3 kilos of personnel effscts and one kilo of documents ware recovered from the

f water. Enemy casualties wers 6 VC killed while thres SEAL®s were wounded.

E _ PER support amd artillery illumination was called for, and the PER's made

| } firing runs along the river bank and then cleared to the opposite bank. A

i SEAL platoon from Alpha squad was inserted at 22,5 and patrolled inland ob-
serving mumerous blood trails and fresh footprints on both sides of the canal,

but they failed to gain contact.
During the afternocon of 16 September, two RAID 71 units attached to TU

194.9.3 extracted a U.S. Army platoon directly across from Tra Cu (XS 479

oo
nmne b sees teas

R

986) ard roinserted them a mile downriver (XS 487 974) at the requast of

{1 : 3rd Brigade units., Once ashore, the troops swept inlamd toward an area

:-! i vhere a USA scout tesm hed made recent contact with 3 VG during which one

:.\ g Amy man was seriously wourded. The sweoping troops discovered 3 VC bod- )

i:;: ies, 3 NVA ponchos, assorted clothing, cooking utensils, and 50 wooden planks,

‘_..*p = on 17 Septea ber, while in night waterborne guardpost three xiles west of -

:‘“ : Ben Luc (XS 575 752), four PER's of TU 194.9.1 observed three VC in a sampan 5
- l exit a nearby canal, The sazpen was taken urder fire killing four VC and ; '

PEETS

ceptwring fowr AK-47!s, One USA trooper was wounded sericusly vhen hs wes hit
Ho was dusted off to the

in the left shoulder by zutozatic wespons fire.

- wastew e

i

3rd Fleld Hospital in Saigon,

2y
L M ]
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CONFIOERTIAL

Three days later, four different PBR!s from TU 194.9.1 were in night

L

waterborne guardpost positions four miles northwast of Ben Luc (AS 554 810)

KA

with a U.S. Amy company. Eight to twelve VC were spotted and taken under

PR RN T,

3 fire by the troops after which they weres extracted to allow the PBR's to

3 3 ) take the area under fire and a Black Pony air strike. The troops were then ::
;ST. 1 ) reinserted for a sweep which discovered 4 VC bodies, :
- ] Two Upper Vax Co Dong Patrol Unit PER's inserted U.S. Army troops eight 4
:S 3 miles south of Tsy Ninh (XT 244 353) prior to daylight or 22 September. After 1
§ -‘; only a few mimtes ashore, the troops reported seeing five lights and 15-20 s'
': % persons moving 200 yards to the northwest of their location (XT 242 355). \3}
t~ i Seawolves were scrazbled and were overhead in five minutes making H-60 and |
] ] 4Om firing runs. Afloat units remained in the area 28 a reaction force, %
:':: : and as they patrolled along the bank, they discovered a szall cache containing :j
E ; an AK-47, four B-40 rockets, and & small amount of AK-47 amzunition. Results );
;— of the action wers three VC killed and thres probably killed. There wers no i
:{:. : friendly casuzlties, :'j
. On the 28th of Ssptember, combined units of RAID 70, 71, and RAD 151, - g
g ; while in night waterborne guardpost position with a U.S. Army pletoon, ob- ;:
A ; served three VC on the riverbank opposite their position on the Vam Co Dong E
'~ 3 River seven niles southwest of Ben Luc (XS 723 660). The thres VNN craft %
§ opened fire and caught the VC in a crossfire while receivirg negative return :
__ ; fire., Artillery was then called in after which the units returned to the %
;‘ 3 area and spotted three bodies noar the water line., There were no friendly ‘:'
_\ ; casualties,
4 é In a turnsbout is fair play routine, ASPB units of 194.9 "peyopsed" :
E:i , one of the Viet Cong's newest psyops devices, These units were in waterborne E
T 5 J
S ;
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guardpost position 8 miles northwest of Tuyen Nhon on the Vam Co Tay River
(XS 187 843) on 29 September when they cbserved movenent on the river banks.
They broke position and found 2t by 2¢ floats with VC leaflets attached.
After close exsmination, the floats were picked up, and the area was reconned
by fire with negative results, Tho floats were returned to Tuyen Nhon where
the leaflets were removed and turned over to NILO, The favor was then re-
turned as US/VN leaflets were attached to the same floats which were thon re-
turned to the original position and released on the following night.

Two units from RAID 71 and RIVDIV 151 in support of a U.S. Army pla-
toon on 29 September discovered 225 pounds of TRT in 3 pound blocks packaged
in six crates, Th; condition of the crates and explosives indicated that
they had been cached f-or a considerable length of tims. The Army units
were led to the cache site 100 meters {roa the bank of the Ben Luc River
23 miles north of Ben Luc (XS 638 798) by a Kit Carson scout who had re-
~ently Chieu Hoid., The cache was located in the bottom of a bomd or artil-

lery crater.
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Border Interdiction Cimpaigm

Task Group 194.4 had an average of nearly 120 USH and VNN craft assigned

> At A vt

[ NRVIRPRY

during September. Interdiction operations were conducted in tne Tran Hung Das :

area of operations which included approximately Z2 JBGP's with 300 RF/PF troops

placed nightly increasing to 35 wBGP's at month®s end, the locations of the
sites being determinad by current intelligence, by recommen: “ions of locel
commanders, and by analysis of histarical intelligence to determine previous-
1y used infilt ration routes or areas. Ten PBi's and four to five HAC!s were
employed during the month to carry out interdiction operations on Barrier Reef
Hest.

In an effort to tighten the intexdiction barrier and because of the sea-
sonal flooding with its resultant water table that has inundated large areas
compounding interdiction problems, a new tactic for this particular area came
into use during September. Sampans were utilized by friendly troops to extend
the W5G front and tmus challenge the enexy at his own game, Under the present
rules a squad size, three sampan, independent WEBGP is positioned 3CO meters
from the PBR!s thus permitting a much wider dispersion of waterborne interdic-
tion forces. At the end of the mort-, coaventionsl WBGP tactics were further
altered by the use of single boat W33P's throughout the Tranr Hung Dao/Barrier
Reef TAOR, PCFts, VNN Junks, PBR's and RAC were assigned geographical sectors
in which they changed station randoaly. These assigned craft were complerented
by troops, sampans, air boats, and Xemner Sii Barges in order to achieve naxi-‘
muyr probability of detection and countering enemy infiltration,

In additional changes, on 13 Sertesber, tho USS HUNTZRDCN COUNTY (IST 838)
arrived off Ha Tiea to support RIVDIV 532 and provide other assistance as feas-
ibe for operations in Ha Tien TACR amd assumed designator TU 194.4.9 with TU

194.4.8.1, DET 3, embarked to provide air support in western Tran Hung Dao.
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CONFIDENTIAL

On 15 September, RAD 132 relieved RAD 131 in Operation Tran Hung Dao and

chopped to CIG 19L.4 as RAD 131 returned to Dong Tam., On 27 September,
HAL 3, DET 9, consisting of two UH-1B gunships arrived at YREM 21 (WS 392
895) and assumed CTE 194.4.5.1 and will operate primarily in support cf )

-1 _ Berrier Reef West.
r::“: ] Two PBR's of TU 194.4.4 were in WEGP on the Vinh Te Canal six miles .
E;E ] southwest of Chou Doc (WS 049 796) on 4 Septesder when they observed 50
51" ; or mors ensuy troops in 2 column of 20 to 25 ssmpans approaching from the
::Aijrb 'j east_moving west, The PER's opened fire amd requested artillery 1llumin-
. { ation, After forty-five mimtes, artillery illusiration had still not. been
; received, and Black Pony aircraft in ths area made illusination runs with
1 negative sightings, howsver, viaibility wes very poor due to rain., Enmy
g troops wers believed to have retreated across tho Cambodisn border one
: atle to the mortiwest.
( : Thres days later, a mile down the cemal (HS 035 787), two additional
;;Z::* : TU 194.L.4 P3R's were in WBCP whea thoy cbserved ome sazpsn croesing from
,.\ ! couth to north. The PE2 initiated fire exd destroyed the sazpen. Three
E‘”} enszy wers killed and two groasdes, an EVA unifoms, four panchos, a first 11
5%; i aid kit, amd soms erticles of clcthing were found 4n the senpan, 1
* Still ancther mile farther to the west on the Yinh Te Caral {KS 020 788), 5
t - TV 194.4.4 FER's in W3GP cbserved two VC in a sesnpan with two VC swimming i
:- ) ; alongside crosaing ths carml towards the zorth om 19 Septezdor. Whem the |
':”% ; VC saw the PER's, they attenrted to evade ard were taksn unier firs amd
J‘ were killed. At this time, the PER's receivod scsttercd eall arvs fire
}; . 1 fron unknown positiors to the south resulting in vory slight dazsge
:Q;: 3 to ons FBR, Eoscy casualties wers 4 VC killed, Thers were no friesdly A
::.-k casuslties, i
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VNN junks and a Coastal Group L4 reaction team in #BGP the following

4

23

night 13 miles northeast of Ha Tien on the Vin:, Te Camal (VS 600 634)

N AL T
A A

.I‘ .l " .l '11

3 &

2 - sighted approximately 20 persons to the north of f.heir position proceeding {S,

\ i south. When the reaction force opened fire, they received return automatic :E:J

1 i ) weapons fire as the enemy evaded north into Cambodia. A sweep conducted :i

:ﬁ ~ later by the reaction foree with Black Pony aircrafi orbiting to the south _‘
» of the canal produced negative results. Enemy casuilties were estimated :

L3
)

- -
€.
4

ht '.r‘.jf‘ y Tt

s S

as three VC killed while friendly casualties were oze VNN killed and one

VNN slightly wounded,

L j ¥While on Cambodian border patrol, umits of MINOIV 113 on 11 September g
A i .
3 sighted a funeral float drifting down the Mekong River 13} miles northeast :'.:-'f

of Chou Doc (WT 210 030). One unit followed the float until it was 17 miles ; : -.

east northeast of Chon Doc {WS 380 930) where it ran aground and was par— j

tially destroyed., The remains of the float were towed into the river and g

<4

. destroyed by M-T9 fire. o

H ez

> | ; Two ATC!s of RAD 132 were in waterborns guardpest position 153 miles o
- f T
s : northeast of Ha Tien on the Vinh Te Cenal (VS 645 635) on 19 September ; ]
;\ ! 5 whan two persons were obssrved in the vicinity of am abandoned hootch near ::-:-:1
“:: j their position. A sniper opened fire and shot one man through the head :;_'"'
::: 3 i ard is believed to have hit the other one. A sweep at first light revealed “;.:‘
E: : large amounts of blood on the ground near the hootch. There were no friendly ‘:::'3
2 ]
5 : casualties, Ny
. §
r_! ¢ 3 . PBR*s of RIVDIV 512 were in «BE positions in tke early morning of 24 "";
:-: i ‘ September on a small canal off the Vinh Te Canal 21 xiles southeast of Chou ’f:-' :
S : Doc (VS 870 560) when they spotted two groups of VC/AVA approximately 200 e
Py : e
.} yards apart. The first group, which was 200 yards from the PER's, evidently .
L . >
2 .
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CONF1nEWTIAL
] sighted the 512 units as they were observed setting up mortars, The PER's _ i
- initiated fire on the first group and received sporadic AK-L7 fire in return. :
A USN OV-10 was diverted and was overhead in five minutes, Placing multiple :
strikes in the contact area, it obtained one secondary explosion. The W-10

was relieved by an IHFT which also placed a strike in the area. A morning

v

AR

sweep by CIDG troops produced negative results with only miscellaneous equip-

¥
.

mert located, Enemy casualties were 10 KIA/KBA (Prob). There were no friendly

Farat )

LA

casualties,

In the early morning on 26 September, a VN outpost in the Tien Binh dis-

al’r
'y

trict 5% miles southwest of Chou Doc (WS 049 798) wes reported under attack

g Vg
ey

by 50 VC, An LHPT of HAL 3, DET 3, was scrambled and sent to the scene where
it searched the area with negative results, HMeanwhile, personnel manning an
] NCD approximately two miles away (WS 088 799) reported moving lights were seen *

about 13 miles southwest of their position (WS 075 782). The LHFT then made a ?
low level reconnaissance using its landing lights amd observed four or five

sampans with 10-15 peopls aboard. With cleartnce from the province ard con-

L e ]

currence from CTG 194.4, ths LHFT placed multiple machine gun and rocket
strikes in the area, Ensny losses were 5 VC killed (Prod) and 2 to §
1 : sazpans suni or demeged (Prob) while there wers no friendly casualties.

Junks of Coastal Group 42, while proceeding to WBGP on 27 Saptember on

the Vinh Te Canal about 13 miles northeast of Ha Tien (VS 572 640 to VS 585

635), received tvo B-40 rounds at an estimated range of 10 meters, The -

2 ahsmsnvm WA o

units returmed fire for 20 minutes, then one unit clearecd the area to
evacuate two wounded VM, At that time, the remaining unit received A/

{ ‘ fire., A few minutes later, un IHFT arrived on the scens to provide close
support., The LHFT made five firing runs and received A/N fire on all runs.
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The LHFT cleared the area as an LaFT arrived to provide support and 1-

RORRR

b
¢

lumination for a ground sweep, which showed that an estimated five men

TR Yl B T S 0 0N . TP b e ! 2 et e

T
R I RS

has been in ambush position approximately 200 meters to the north and

"

v
s s vy ca

" an estimated company sized unit had beaten down the undergrowth., I¢ is

believed that the ambush was planned as a diversion for an enemy crossing

]
3
PR LAY
.
A TR S S = Y

which had been prevented in the intended area. Inexy casualties are un-

I}
TRY:

known while friendly casualties wers two VNN wounded {one serious). p

] On the evening of 28 September, PBER's of RIVDIV 51/ sighted thres . i
1 sampans each carrying two persons 150 feet from their WBGP position 6 .
; miles west southwest of Chou Doc on the Vinh Te Canal (WS 037 790). The . :
e ; :
o

b PBR!s initiated fire with illumination provided by an IHFT with unknown i

Whes = W

results, Several minutos later, fire was once more initiated. A sweep

H s
discovered 2 VC bodies and one sampan. The two ensmy bodies appeared to . :
+ 2
- n
3 - : &
: be under sixteen. s
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Search Turn Campaiga

Task Croup 194.3 with an average of 30 PBR's and four Seawolves as-
signed continued routine sorties, waterborne guardposts, anmd in zrdiction
patrols in Xien Giang Province and the Gulf of Thailand, in addition to
supporting the 21st ARVN Division in the "Three Sisters® area. Commencing
on 12 September, the Search Turn A0 was broken down intc the following
areas of responsibility: (1) RIVDIV 554, TU 194.3.5, to patrol Kien Tan,
Kien Tanh, and Kinh Binh Districts out of Rach Soi; (2) RIVDIV 513, 10
19%.31., to patrol the Song Csi Lon, Kien An District, and the lower Qulf
out of Rach Soi; and (3) RIVDIV 553, TU 191;.3.2 to patrol Kien Son and Kien
Phung District including the upper Gulf out of Xien Son.

During September the enemy suffered 76 killed by Search Tura units which
is two more than the previous u;:nth. However, this was accomplished while re-
ducing friendly casualties from 4 killed and 10 wounded in August to 2 killed
ard four wounded in September. The following incident narrative are typical
of activity in the Search Turn A0,

On 6 Septesber, two PER's of RIVDIV 553 supporting 21st ARVH Division
operations siéhted ard took under fire three swizmers crossing from east to
west on the Luynh Quynh Canal 18 miles northwest of Rach Gia (V5 861 238).
Seswolves were diverted f£rom their patrol and placed air strikes while the
PE's provided illurination., The PER's and Seawolves both received return
fire fror the banks and rsturned and suppressed same., As the Seawolves
derarted station, Black Ponles arrived and placed sadditional air strikes, A
troop sweep at daylight turned up four VC bodies, a small axount of clothing,
ard some freshly used med‘cal dressings. Thers wers no friermdly casualties.
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3 On 11 September, two P3R's of RIVDIV 513 in W2GP on the Song Cai Be
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11 miles south southeast of-Rach Gia (WR 178 888) observed two sampans
approaching their position after curfew. The nuaber of occupant s could

1 not be detemineci due to the extreme darkness. The sampans were taken un-
der fire and a subsequent search of the area resulted in the capture of one
VC suspsct and one sampan. In addition, one VC was probably killed and a
ssupan destroyed while thers were no friendly gasualties. Also on the 11lth
in & typical Seawolf mission, two Seawolves on southern coastal patrol

1 were cleared by CTG 194.3 to strike targets of opportunity in a designated
target area 18 miles southwest of Rach Gia (VR 94C 810). The results were

seven structures destroyed and eight damaged, seven sampans de¢stroyed and

18 demaged, and four VC probably killed,

Two RIVDIV 553 PBR's were in WBGP positions on 14 Seplcember when they
sighted six unoccupied sampans floating toward their position on the Vam
Rey Canal 24 miles northwest of Rach Gia. Taking the sampans under fire

resulted in several secondary explosions. At the same time, sxmall arms
firs was received from the west bank, which was retumed and suppressed,

Seswolves ware scrambled ard arrived on the scens after the PER's had en-

oo Ouhburte s e o

gaged in a second firefight. Tho Ssawolves placed a strike which was fol-
lowed at daybreak by a troop swesp, A search of the ares and the sampan
wrecksgo produced ons VC body and indications that six more were probably
killed. In addition, threes AK~47%s, two cases of AK-47 axrunition, two
B-40 rockets, one M-16 rifls, ten M-16 magazines, and four pieces of web,
There wore no friendly casuslties,

An unfortunate occident cceurred on 15 Septecher whon Seawolf 302 of

TU 194.3.3 crached into the Gulf of Thailand during a scramble takeoff in

& rain squall. The two pilots wers wcunded (ons seriously) and the two

crewnen wWere killed,
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piti x R . 3 2 FAFM TR YK SRR
< SECEE IS S R AR W R A CATFIETRTFINTRTATE PR WA AR AT LY

| 9 o PP S i e Tt B o grait oV S AN D S -

T W T e W L o9 o B Subie g a Al DR

Gk " ab ¥ T b TR pacet Ldo bt aae t-S aila hir Tiaiiodd = Db Ry e ST Fotoopiet. S At et
N e (g ety DEET AT Aty =7
H -

et R
1
CUNFIUsl 1AL :
]
t
; : i
= PPRty 677 and 679 of RIVDIV 513 were in WBCP on the Cai Lon Aiver 20 i
; i
'—"11 miles south soutzeast of Zach Gia (VR 200 772) on 20 Septembur when the af- j
4 i
: ter gunner on one of the bxts was hit in the chest by an enemy grenade
which then fell on the boat's pump covers. The quick thinking gunner :
quickly retrieved the grenade hurling it back into the nippa plam bush
. from which it eminated. The grenade exploded probably killing one VC, ‘
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f Riverine Strike Group '
(Twak Group 1947) !
': -
’ The remmenta of the now defunct (ss of 25 August 1969) Xobile Riverine f
] Force consist of Biver Assault Divisions 13 snd 75 and continus opezational L
comuitments as the Riverine Strike Group (RSG) withix the Opsration SEA IARDS
organizationsl struotire as depicted in the following charts . ;
3
] OPERATIONAL ORIXNIZATION
:
TG 194.0 1
FIRST SEA LOKDS : i
J RADM FLANAGAN ' a
o
RIVAON 13 XIVEON 15 : i
CPR KIRFHY €23 HRMRY : 3
{ [ o I ), b " Y 1 M b
RIWDIV 131 RIVDIV 132 FNDIV 151 | RIDIV 152 | [AIVDIV 153 - ¥
: LT EAHN LT CONNOLLY| |IT BARTLETT| {LT SCARBRISE | LT LOPR2 . 3
. i = : i
: USS BREARH E(D TRM i
{ (73 35) LTJG ¥ELLS 1
4 ; ICDR SOLOYON }
-2 3 .;
! ?
£ ; :
5 : ‘
o : )
o ; :
3*::‘ Coptair Carvell Blair, formsrly Comynder Tmsk Porce 177 exd Bivar Flo- . K
‘i i #1122 0N, eesured primry dutles o th Sunlor Atvisor, Vistnemess Yavy da-
- f phiblous Task Forcs 20T with additionsd duties as Commandzs Tk @ormp 19447 - i
i <
» ; 20d on the staff of Commandes River Patrol Flotilla FIVE i charga of River ]
R - kspmat Craft mtters, }
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CONFIDENTIAL

limited opsrations by the Riverine Strike Group, as compared with
the large acale, extensive, and relentless offensive activity of the Mobile
- Riverine Force, continued during September, Riverine Assault Operations in
support of varicus PRU, ARVN, and RF troops were conducted in areas in-Kien
Hoa, Go Cong, and Dinli Tueng Provinces. These troop insertion and extraction
operations were conducted on request of the respective unit U.S. advisor and
usually developed on short lead time. Reconnaissance in force operations
in support of the 6/31 Infantry Battalion of the 3rd Brigade, U.S. Ninth
Infant:y Division in the Can Giuoc District of long An Province were carried
out. As began last month, RSG units contimued patrol and interdiction
operations on the Song Vam Co, Rach Cat, Rach Cac, and Song Mha Be. The
Cho Gao Cansl became a CTG 194.7 operating area on 1 September, and an :
average of six assault craft wers on patrol there. Emphasis in all areas
was given to inspection as 8448 persons and 25,565 persons were checked,

Cperations were in gensral routine, and contact with the enexy was
vary light or non-existent in all operating sreas except on the Cho Gao
Canxl. Five enexy ambushes were sprung on RAC along this waterway during
Septender whereas none are recorded for the other arsss, Casualties were
light again this Ronth - enemy casualties were listed as 9 Viet Cong
killed; friendly casualties were one USK Xdlled, and six USN and 4 VNN
were wunded.

Dispostion of RAC in the Giart Slingshot and other caxpaign areas
contimied as in previous months as shown in the accompanying table which
depicts the sitnation on the last day of Septeaber.
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¥ 3 Operation/ Assault (1) )
Mot K
F RAD
"! o Dong Tam ETE Y% 6 4(F) 2 1 2T
s, Tran Hug Dao 132 13 6 3(w® 1 1 1 25
SORE Giant Slingshot 151 2 6 4(m 1 1 24
h .
o : Ham Co River 152 13 6 3 1 1 1 25
"o Bmig Sat Special 153 16 16
= k Zona & Glant
¢ Slingshot _
-1 1 - - = - - -
E 3 Total 52 40 5 4 z n7
i"_:{ (1) P - flane thrower (2) Utility craft are MM

" g RiC vore axbushed on the Cho Geo Canal on %o sucoessive nights,
:‘ 4% 2050 on the 4th, RAD 132 orafi on patrol cszs across ssvoral sampans,
-,
" As soan as th2 arsa ws 11luminated the patrol reosived 5 B-40 rocksts and
¥ A/N £ire froa both banks at & poaition 5% xiles caat of ¥y Tho (I 595 438).
?- Fire was retirsed and suppressed with wnknown enesy casuslties. ATC-9 took
- ; 3 rocket hits and 3 Favyzan vere wounded in ths sction, Again, the next
i--ﬂ
:.':- night, RAC resedved rockot fire from both benks of the cansl 4 niles south-
o] east of Iy Tho {vicinity I3 569 432) as ATC 23 tock 3 hits and ZIPFO 2
f."ﬁ took ons hit. T8 patrol suppressed the f£ire snd the ZIPFO flamed the
& area, later invertipation revealed that 3 VC wers killed; cne Vietnenese
"“.1
- sailor ves slightly vounded,
\-1
-:g 4 U.3, Ravy=en vas killed at 0525 en 5 Ssplember vhon a single enexy
- portar romd »ede a direct hit on the flight dzck of ATC 22 (BAD 132) es it
5 wvas tie3 uwp %0 Pier Charlie at Dong Tam. Tho socurity wvateh wmoamortelly
lé wounded snd throe other eallers received wowmnds,
o
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3 At 2130 on the 17th, RAC were again asbushed on the Cho Gao Canal,
One B-40 rocket struok ZIPPO-1 resulting in minor damage and ne persounsl '
casualties, Just after miduight on the 24th, BAG cn the Cho Gao inter-
h diction patrol received 10 B-40's and A/M fire from a 300 meter long
1 ambush position on the south bank in the vicinity of IS 565 432, Two y
] ) RAC reoceived hiis resulting in light paterial damage and 3 U.S. and 3 .

Vietnamess sailors wounded, Subsequent reports indicated that 8 Vietoam-
% 630 civilians wers asrhyxiated as the ZIPF0O £lamed the sxbush area to
! suppross enexy fire, Another ambush erupted at 2300 ca 256 Septamber as
RAC on the Cho Gao Canal ressived B-40 and A/N fire 8 xiles northeast of
] My Tho (XS 637 472), Fire vas returnsd and supyressed and an embarked
reaction teans insertsd. Three USH wers wouwxied while ensay casualties
vere unknown,
RAC cf RAD 152 inserted 6/31 Infantry Batialicn troops along a camal

#ndimane

in Icng An Provines, During late morning of the 27th, the trocps, with

::-::. the aid of a Hoi Charh 3 xiles east of Can Glous (XS 879 720) discovered

& 450 pound cachs of explosives. BT persannsl destroyed the rusted and
detsriorated rockets and primers ia place,
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Market Time Raider Campaign

Enemy base aveas and fortifications along the navigable watemays of
the IIT and IV Coxps Tactical Zones were hit frequently by the coabined sea, -
ground, end air pmmch of the "Swift" boat river incursion operations, Em- -
ploying two or mcr= PCF's and supporte? by helicopter, V=10, and OV-6A
aircraft and USCSG WPB's, the III and IV Coastal Zone Raiders conducted 78

missions in suppor: of operations SEA LORDS and Sea Float during Septem-
ber, The "Swift™ teoats, in addition to conducting H and I fire and respond-
ing to requests fer urgent naval gunfire support and manning of waterborne

guardposts, inserted, extracted, and supported ground forces consisting of

Underwater Demoli*ion Teams, Explosive Ordnance Teams, SEALSs, PRUts, RF/PF

.
PP O T T Y e

troops, HSF and AXiY soldlers. Enexy initiated hostile fire incidents de~

cressed froa 43 in dugust to 25 during the month of September. These were y

N

suppressed on 211 cccasions except when nearness of friendly forces pre-

[N

vonted return fire in the area, There were no U.S, or VXN "Swift™ boats dam- : |

aged in the missiess while one Seawolf supporting the operations recedved

minor damage, 2nd =rven U.S, sailors were wounded during the month,

> ' Enemy persomn< losses by corbined allied forces increased over August |
@ ' with 109 Viet Cong killed (80 body count, 29 probable), 10 woundsd, and 22
1::: captured, There w2s a decrease in enemy meterial losses over the rrevious 1
::— rmonth with over 105 watercraft and 254 structures damaged and six craft -
[ captured,

e :
:-:',,: Although these operations continued to produce moxirmm damaze in secret
'i:?}' zones and enexy bazs areas, the primary emphasis continued to center on the
R
. pacification of the Ca Mau peninsula under operation Sea Float/Tran Dao III,
N .
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CONFIDENTIAL

A new tactic utilized by Market Time Raiders include a drifting
waterborne guardpost wherein two PCFTs drift downriver with the current i

to intorcept VC traffic. Ancther tactic is the utilizstion of the lesd

PETE e
e e ——— -

PCF of three or more PCF's as a decoy. When transiting the river, the lead
PCF proceeds out ahead at maximum speed steering & zig zag course, The :
rexaining boats stay in a column formation at a speed approximately 50C RPM's
less than the lead boat. Upon reaching a distance of approximately 2,000

yards ahead of the others, the lead PCF returns and then commences his run

again., The rationals is to lurs the enemy into thinking only one "Swift”

boat is on patrol. If shot at, all PCP's converge at a point on the

opposite bank and saturate the area with 8lma mortar fire. ;

On 3 Septezber, PCP's 54, 24, 28, and 59 and the P'f GREY (USCG #FB)

eobarked two companies of RF/FF troops (vicinity XR 521 643) about 50 miles
southeast of Can Tho. The units then proceeded to a small canal (XR 476 622)

Just south of the Kinh Quan Chanh Bon and after prepping the beach with .50 .

caliber machine gun firs, inserted the troops. The troops made light contact

with the enszy; however, the close proxieity or friendlles preclude the "Swirg”

boats from providing gunfire support. Shortly thereafter, the RF/FF {roops

wars extractod ard disembarked at XR 485 636.

e =

The units then exited the canal

without further incident. The Sea Lords mission resulted in eight sampans,

four structures, and two bunkers destroyed., There were no friemdly casualties

while four VC were killed and seven VC captured,

PP LI 1

The PT GREY (USCG WPB) and PT CAUTION (USCG WFB) comducted a Sea Lords

rzisaion on the afterncon of 4 Septesber about six miles southeast of Thanh

P (XR 76 95). Tho WPBts entcred the Kinh Eo Loi teking targets of oppor-

tunity under fire and firing at a VC machine chop.

ar n o e e S ——

During the engagenent,

sm2ll arms fire was received ard suppreased. The afternoon operation resulted

é
!
|
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in four bunkers, 21 structures, ~nd eight sampans destroyed and 13 structures
heavily damaged. In addition, several small fires were ignited. There were
no friendly casualties, and eneay casualties are unknown.

On the night of 4 and 5 Sertember, PCF's 63 and 64 inserted a Kien Hoa
] Province Kit Carson Scout platcon (KCS) on the Co Chien River in Base Area
: 490 about six miles north of Phu Vinh (XR 461 082). PFollowing the insertion,
the "Swift® Yoats stoodby to provide support as necessary. The scouts were
extracted at 0200, 5 September and returned to Ben Tre, The “Swift® boats
made no contact with the eneny, dbut the KCS captured four VC suspects and
destroyed 200 feet of trip wire and 200 galions of gasoline. There were
no friendly casualties.

At 0615 on the morning of 1, Sepiamber, six PCF's and the USS WINDHAK
COUNTY (LST 1170) got underway and proceeded to the Song Ong Doc (VG 805 985)
where 60 RF were ezbarked on the "Swift" boats, The troops were in;erted on
the south bank of the Song Ong Doc (VR 910 007) and swept east and then south

(to VQ 918 998) where contact was rade with a two squad size ensxy force, In

the ensuing firefight, seven VG were killed and two VC were captured along

anva s

with mumercus weapons, amzunition, and field gear. Continuing the sweep, one

4 medsrara

large rice mill and 200 kilos of rice were destroyed. Thres PCF's provided
mortar support for the troops while the other three "Swift" boats with UDT
exbarked destroyed river barricades in the vicinity in preparation for fu-

ture PER operations. During the operation; the IST provided H and I fire

while Seawolves providing alr ccver took targets of opportunity under firs.
The troops were extracted at 1530, and all units exited the river without
further incident. There wore nc friendly casualties while enewy losses

were 12 VC killed and thres captured, There were three structures destroyed

CONFIDENTIAL 2%
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and four heavily damaged. One 30 foot sampan loaded with cardboard boxes was ... &

»

ht'}
y °r

3

‘l
(Sl 300 }

L g destroyed. Jne of the detainees indicated that the VC were holding a meeting,

and the RF troops had surprised them, and two of the VC killed were hanmlet
levsl cadre.

2 »
L
fpntam a2l

(n the night of 22 September, three PCF*s proceeded up the Song Ong Doc

t0 2he northeast corner of the Xinh Ba Kheo (VR 889 002) where PCF 17 dropped

e

PR
L0
.
. * 1
RIORIRNT.
Juathad g

out of the formation amd inserted an RF company, UDT, and PF personnel to es-

L s bl
.

tatlish a night guardpost. PCFfs 103 and 25 continued up the river about 2,000 '—'-ﬁ

] meters to simulate a night patrol, then reversed course and along with PCF 17 _—_i
retumed to the Song Iong Doc to standby. The troops took a sampan under fire 4 ;

4 vien it did not respond to a call to stop for a search and wounded two civil- _. é
; lans. The "Swift” boats returned up the river, embarked the wounded, and reo- : :_:;1
tumed then to Song Ong Doc for treatment, One man was identified by ancther ‘ ,‘

detaines as a VC, The river traffic increased after the second trip by the :j.'. J

PCPts; apparently, the operators thought the troops had been extracted, One .:

samzan was called over for a search and at first slowly approached the troops

::, 1 tten attempted to evade to the opposite canal bank, It was taken under fire

:‘__ and cestroyed, and the four occupents were killed, During the night, 15 other

persons and their motorized sampen were detained, The troops were extracted

Ej at 2303150, and 211 units exited the river without further incident. There

were four VC killed ard one VC captured while sixteen civilians were detained

;: ! . as curfew violators., One saapan was destroyed. There were no friendly casu-

:- i alties,

_.! : On the night of 25 Sspteaber, PCF!s 63 and 54 inserted Kien Hos Province

PRU's off the Ham Luong River about 12 miles northeast of Phu Vish (X5 540 170).

. The "Swifi" boats then waited to render support ss necessary. A short time

:“ later an emargency call for fire was recaived froa the Kien H oa PRU Advisor

g 2 CONFIDENTIAL

_e
N ] o
5 ; U
L o e e T S e e e T T e

- e P T P U P T e W PR S LI )
R R R
T D T S, W0 PR PEW. W, K NEE




Pria IR AT AR AR RS A A N RV P ) Bty ARV L ta W R R R d ) O § Sl DRl A S K A KR E AL SRR L A IS B S & g St at et Ead g Song Ao gt ICan I abar gx NV oV ioul 7‘:’!‘;‘.—«1
o T THTIVCS STIT T Y T AT paded arametaas con o p T O S A T T e e T O T Y vy Pem s ot Candatee o WY .q—ﬁ—}

P N TR T
'

CONFIDENTIAL

Py

¥’

whose forces were receiving heavy enexy Afd firs, The "Swifts" reacted

© e . smemewne o o

P

quickly, and the enemy attack was suppressed, The troops were extracted
at. 0300 the neottnornix;ghyPC? 63wlﬁloPCF5k£indHnndI in the area

ey
Sadvoio i L 13, v

evacuated by the troops. There wers no friendly casuslties while four VC

TP N S S
T SR

were killed and two VC captured. Ore field hospital was destroyed and

AT eSS
LA LTR

documents were captured.
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COASTAL SURVEILIANCE FORCE SUMMARY

Market Tixs had Stabls Deor forces contimne routine eperations
during Seplerber, lerket I4me units retained patrol responsibility
in thn Game Warden area of operaticns on the lover Bassac and Co
Chien rivers curing the entire month, detecting 5,388 untercraft,
inspecting 1,920 and boarding another 2,4{74. Thers were sevea craft
and 20 perscas dtained with ne reported incidents of evading oraft
in the rivers. Task Force 115 surveillanocs units detected 119,167
oraft in their patrol avess along the coast and in the harbors of
the Republic of Vietnam, This 4s more than 20,000 fewer detactions
than in Aupust; ‘rerse weathsr oonditions in the Pirat and Second
Coastal Zonos caassd the decreass, There wers a total of 33,180
inppeotions azd 18,693 boardings duwrins Sopialher, as a result of these
checks 2% crafl and 1354 persons were detainsd for possession of
contraband, viclation of resiriocted aveas, izpropsr persomnel or
oraft papcrs and other susploiocus activities., Thors wers 32 Viet
Cong suspests datainsd in addition te the above,

Enaay so¥ivily dusing ths eniirs month of Ssptezher rewained st
a generally low isvel as during the previons %wo months., Increases in

eney aotivity prodicted for the latter part of Ssptembsr failed to
materialise,

Cn 1 Sepisuber, ¥arket Time Berrier Aircraft reported a modiffed
SX~6 Can ¥cm class travlar in the Gulf of Thails~d at positien
09-25%, 103-37K about 100 niles west of Scng Ong Doo on seurse 320
dogrees true at a spsed of 8 knots, On ixitial sighting the trawler
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was obsarved to have a green hull, vhite decihouse and vhite canwas
sover astern and appeared te be heavily loaded, ZThe airarefd
coan33d covert murveillanss and rexdy alert aircraft were lawched
ts mintain the Merricr integrity. The sontist wis desigrated 1 71
by the Comzander Coastal Surveillance Foree., Shortly after the initial
detootion the travlsr clanged ocourse to s seutbiarly heading, spprexi-
matcly 100 miles e22 ite ecast until past Ca Kau Peninsula whea it
changsd course %7 a morticrly hsading towerd the Parecsl Islands,
Tue USS WILKES (ID 441), USS GIOR23 K. MACKESZIE (DD 825) and U3SGO
SPRCIR (WBIS 35) tenk statiom en {ae travler exd ns.am [}
ocaidmmia eovert srvaillanss., AV O31ALGH SEVETE Fleet Uaits
asgzad epveillancd respansibility azd all Baxist Tiro wzits rstzned
3 mornd gatral Cuties, On ho z2 62 6 Sopiaier e BaweR
Tzils et exatast vith the trovler vivs cio exdzred tho Rvasel
Ielazis in the vieinity ef limroln Ielemd, A poesitle inflltmatiem
atterpt was ahortzd,

Tack Feres 115 wxits essiioned €0 prevido pewal gxlire amd
dlocking forees In rppet of Slonily prond eperaticns aleag e
ocast and I8 439 rivecs ard e2mla, Burix? Sepdrsdor ens U9, Eavpe
z2n ard o2z U.3, Osaot Guard zon wers Klllcd ard 11 U.S, enilors wore
wownied, Extmy lezecs were 79 ossfirzsd Hlls sxd 39 prodally killed,
27 woraled end 18 eaptored,

4% 1250 en A Auguot vhile eoroute Lca An Thol to Fa Tiem,
K7 62 en a kendizng of 035 dzgreta xagnetie cronsed imte Combodian

CONFIDZNTIAL 32




- -
nmmm:
wmwmmm :
S I A g
a3l :
. R EREED :
mwmwm ......,L_
e § 2o H 2
< ¢ o
m;mmm R
B .
SERE
SRS E
giag ;¢
FEERE i
ﬁ.w.m‘wus
bl o © o
EERE R
EEREE

»

Aty oa e
AN 4
N

.-l-n . . + . " L . et u . . v v - .
-.a.\..\... .\. ST -...._-.‘ ....‘.\ e . m......\.-....»...-.....\n . 4
WISV, L LN e B T TR BT 2} b

T Y VTP P 4




?‘\':\'\ ANRARS AT A A e

PO
BN

1

.l‘_t

.
oA Wt
AR I AR

o ety anshe 03T Fhladnls

i
i
!

Lo R Y

(D R AR B

Lraai iy on

FIRST COASTAL ZONE

The first half of Sepiember found several of ths patrel siations
in aree % and 2 vacant dus to heavy weather and as a resuli there wers
13,475 detections of wvatercraft which was nearly 8,000 less then
during Augnst. Of thess caft, 4,991 were inspectsd and another 3,725
were bearded, There ware 32 oraft detained and 270 perscas detainsd
for curfew violations, improper pcrsonal or orafi papers and violatica

of resv.icted areas.

First Coastal Zons patrols participated in more tham 160 nawl
gunfire support xisaions during Septezber, Of these, 57 were SEA
TIG:R mlasfons or petrols with about half reporting no gunZirs damge
aspeseaont dos to baavy rein, darimess, heavy follags or so troops
avallable to swesp the area,

On the morning of 1 Septesber PCP's 65 axd 79 whilo ca a poreal
SEA TIGER patrol inserted s Vistnarass liavy- landing team ebout 15
riles southe=gt of Doneng and provided pocurity vhile tho team mode
a swesp to the east, Afier destroying turkers srd an ermo/moiicine
cache the tecnn was extractad and reinzerted in two groups absut three
miles to ths couthsast whers they swapt tovard ecch other exd then to
the east., Ths tesn detainsd tares Vietnemeas fexales anddstroyed
bunkers in the arca prior to axtraction ard ths FCP 65 tock several
structires under dostructive fir Ths xornicg operation resulted
in tho destruction of 10 tnmkors, four strustires erxd thrao saxpens,
Thers were no friendly casualties whils threo Vieiumase fenlos wers
detained and turned over to Coastal Group 14 (CG=14).
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On the morning of 5 September, PCF's 13 and 15 imserted an E
Undervater Demolition Team (UDT) and PCF's 39 and 75 inserted KE Lo
E troops off the Song Thu Bon for a combined sweep through coordinates ;
] P
] BT 143 535 and BT 153 535 about 15 miles southeast of Danang, While . {
j ) the "Swift" boats provided seourity the ground forces destroyed ) g
.:: “ . bunkers in the swesp area and observed four large secondary explosions, i
- E The troops were extracted at 1400 without incident, There were mo i
b " b
4 friendly casualties while one ¥C was probably killed, The swesp
=
resulted in 45 bunkers, three structures, two 105mn rounds and four
3
3 81mm rounds being destroyed, i

i

A SEA TIGER mission was conducted on 11 September to irplant
Duffel Bag sensors on Thuan Tinh Island in the Sorg Cua Dai (BT

g |

.,,;.
Kbl
v

o ¢
.

LR ) AR

187 553) about 16 miles southeast of Davang. The operation comsenced

u

with helo gunships prepping ths area with rockets end minigms, FPCFis

I N .l LT ¥ YUy vy

39 and 78 then inserted the E0D, UDT and Duffel Bag personnsl, while

AT KL . ML AP IR 5§59 1 MR P MR . .t

™
ﬂ‘.
ok
.

% - the helo gunships and "Swift" boats stocdby to provide sscurity,

;" ; Coxpleting a beach and mndervater recon the UDT corpenced Isplanting

s o sensor strings in the water wnile the Duffel Bag tean implanted

i?! § two sensor strings on Thuan Tinh Island. During the operation some

i AK~47 fire was received, but it vas imsdiately suppressed by the

* . FCF?s and helo gunshipss The semsor string wvas 1aid by 1130 and all :
2 ‘ personnol were extrooted without further insident. Thers were sevea i

- ! structures, tvo bunkers and one 1552 duel round destroyed and one
12 H
"~ AE~47 rifle captured, Thers were no friendly casvalties while four
K- i
; } : VC vere Xilled.
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At 2120 on 16 September, PCF 61 on a SEA TIGER patrol observed

[V

() n;

3
v, ) <,
- a0,

a large explosion on the Song Cua Dai (BT 207 568) about 17 sdles

)
Rk

e
v
¥
)

southeast of Dansng, Subssquent investigation revealsd two Cosstal

(ks
v
.

»

- rr s wmsrve A

Croup 14 junks were ccapletely destroyed, probably by a floating
xins, PCF's 61 and 78 provided illwmination and assisted in a search

S o A i

- vaames

TEYY
# Ty PR T
’ RO
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» te e b

for survivors, A HEDRVAC helo was called in to ewactate four wounded .

Loa e o ¢
o,

3 e aabud bo d Wl abaddd 4.

Vid while artillery fire was placed on the wost bank of the river.
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On 22 Septecber, the PT LOMAS (USCG WPB) while on normal Markat
Tims patrol dtected 11 sampans wdervay without rumning ights
(vicinity of I 772 375/ID 700 420) about €0 miles northwest of '
i | Dsnang. Eignt of the sampans were boarded and 9 Vietnaxeze without

i

[l 0 i) e TRV,

M LT Ve
N PRI
ST PO AP T
-

. : ‘ identitication were detained, Thres ssnpans ewaded and after they i
~ ; ignored varning shots were teken under fire with K-16's by sailers '
in the =211 tcats. Thers wore ro friendly casmalties vhile eight

VC wors killed. Tho nine detainees weres turrzd over to CG-12 far

further transfer to the Faval Intolligonos Lizison Officer (HILO) at

haat W )

[l

a b

3 A A

‘ PRI

fov e PR
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Eus for dispositien,

G

.
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On {he night of 22 September PCF'3 13 and 69 in a night water-

T
v
.

R PR ERAACH
N .4.‘.’.." .'... o

borne guardpost aighted a sampan with two occupents on board about
14 xiles gouth of Danang (BT 170 545). ¥ith clesrance from ths Quang

]

}_‘ Han Secter ths eanpen was taken under fire, resulting in two VO
"
- killed arnd ore sampandssiroyed, One boll of VC grea=des and one bag -

LiLs

[ 2
e v s PR

of medicins was recovered fron the wrecksgs. Thers were no friendly
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casualties,
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Intellipence sources reported undsrvater caves sbout 75 south~
sast of Danang (vicinity BS 792 858) as baing used by the Viet Cong.
A Seawolf conducted visual reconnaissance of the area on 23 September
40 &termine the feasibility of a jcint Army/¥avy operation to detect

e T e o4

e nan

P

and destroy the underwmter caves, Five W vere sighted emerging from
the wdervater caves and when thsy attespted to return were taken under
fire and killed, Further recomnaissancs of the area indicated a high
deneity of mines and booby ‘F.mps and based on this information
further operations in this area were reccemended,

On “he afternoon of 26 Septexber a helo gunship escorting two
PPRYs during a probe of the Truong Giang River received auntomatic
weapons fire from the vicinity of BT 168 497 about 18 miles southeast '
of Donang, The halo's gas tank was hit and it was forced to land,

PCFts 61 and 65 along with the two FBR!s retwnsd the fire imsediately
and effectively suppressod it. Ls the mits were closing the ares -
PCF 61 received one incoming .79 round vhich caused no dazage, There
were no friendly cazualiiea while ona bunker:, three atrustures, one
sexpan and tuvo £ish traps wero destroysd. Two structures were damaged
and one sampan captured. Xocuy casmlties are unimown,

At 0830 on 30 September on a SBL TIGRR mission, Coestal Group 14
and River Assault Group 32 mnits in ssrted threo VN sweep/secirity
teams followed by a FCF insertion of EOD and UDT personnal kﬁcinity
of BT 154 532) about 16 xdiles gontheest of Danang, CG-14, RaG-32,
tvo helo gunehips and an 0-1G (1izght obsarwation aircraft bird dog)
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g : providing vaterborns and air cover the VNN tear conducted s sweep
3 to the east of lang Dong Tsland while the (D and IDT teaxs oonducted
- E beach recon and bunker destruction along the south bank, All :
| personnel were extracted at 1330 without inoident. One VC was sighted .
‘ in the area and taken under fire Ly the helo gunships. The opermiion
3 vas terminated at 1430 with no £riendly casualties and ons VC killed. )
The ground forces destroyed 77 largs bunkers, five structures, one
; saxpan, cne 1, 000 lbs, bozb, cns 10%m round, ons 155a round and
; various quantities of fresh foods The awerage zize of the hunkers
i were 10X15 feet with the largest being 20330 feet,
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Second Coastal Zone

Weather throughout the Second Caostal Zone was generally good during
the month of Sectember although the mumber of detections was approximately
10,000 less than in August. There were 998 detections of watercraft with
16,511 of the craft inspected and 5,847 boarded. There were 42 craft and
281 persons detained for curfew or restricted zons violations, incorrect or
faulty manifests, possession of contraband, lack of or faulty identificatiom
parers c;r as sauspected draft dodgers.

Thers were 109 naval gunfire support missions reported in the Second

Coastal Zone ciring the month of Septezber with a minimm amount of gun

damage assesswsnt reported.
On the efternoon of 2 September, the USCGC SPRRCER (WHEC 36) conducted

a NGFS mission a3 requested and cleared by the Naval Gunfire Iizison Officer

(NGLO ) of t:e ARVN 68 miles north of Tuy Hoa (CR 027 526). The SPENCER

noutralized thras VC base carps, well covered 1,200 neters of infiltration

and supply rcates, and destroyed three atructures. In addition, six structures

were destrored, one massonry structure wss heavily dazsged, and four large

secondary fires wers ignited. Thers were no friendly casualties, ard enexy

.

casualties &re unknowmn.
On ths 2orming of 25 September, the USCGC SPENCER was agein requested

by the ARVE ¥oval Gunfire Iiaison Officer for a support mission about 70
miles north of Tuy Hoa (CR 026 548). The target was a VC base camp, and
it was nextzxlized by the Cutter's five inch guns. Ons wasonry structure
was destrored and tWo masonry structures and a cave heavily damsged and
3,000 meters of infiltration and supply routes well covered. There were

no friendly casualties, and ensny casuslties are unknown.

CONFIDENTIAL. A0

--'N-.-\i\--q--.- -
L "t e e~ TL.
N l\.‘._... »

s S M oy

LI TP

e L D B Lttt P L L L1

S e
el leliamd ady

LYWL B 0 e S (W




L T T T S R e A LT T N S AN ML Sy A )

:

1b B IVEVIVININI. ) WRLI ATl

- .‘.
: ’
N
; K
CURFIDENTIAL A
3 At 0200 on the morning of 27 September, two suspicious Nationalist ;
Chinese fishing vessels were spotted within the restricted zone by FCF 57 .’
- ~
SO about 25 miles south of Phan Bang (EN 88 39). The two vessels were closed; N
R 3 3 {
b= E however, heavy seas prevented boarding. The vessels then retrieved their - . b
K . . —_—
= } nets and departed the area escorted by PCF 57. ' _!
. . On the afternoon of 28 September, the USCGC TANEY (4HEC 37) conducted a i
: - gunfire support mission in support of the Capitol ROX Infariry Division about .i
. .
7’; 70 miles north of Tuy Hoa (CR 013 490). The mission was requested and spotted %
=2 1 ~
- J by the ROK Infantry Divisioa NGLO, The NGLO reported the target area well cov- B
> A > .;
: ered with 300 meters of assembly area and 4CO meters of infiltration route well ::j
k- ] S
E:. covered, one cave partially closed, and one secondary fire. There were no
(] i frierdly casualties while one VC was killed and thres VC were wounded. ®
N o
;:':: On the morning 5f 29 September, the TANET was called on again for a gun- -3
5 5 -'E
?}1‘ 1 1 fire support mission two miles to ths east of the previous dayts mission .3;'
E . : (CR 032 505). The Cutter's five inch guns destroyed five bunkers and damaged .:
3 al
o ‘ five more. On the morning of 29 September, PCF 49 patrolling in Harket Time ‘:’1
; ~

o,
Ay
SR Geler Ak o thm eemT e oo PPy oh

> area 3G was informed of a possible search and rescue mission about 1 miles
~ southeast of Qui Nhon (CR 205 035). An emergency beeper signal had been
5; picked up by an aircraft on patrol. Investigation by the "Swift” boat revealed

the emergency besper to be aboard a small Vietnamess fishing vessel, The
fishing vessel was then brought alongside the USCG TANEY (WHEC 37) for question~

Lt il an

ing of personnsl by the VNN liaison officer aboard the cutter. Interrogation

j revealed that the fishing boat had been in the srea since 281800H and a ap-

E proximately 290530H discovered the radio in the water and brought it aboard. ‘:
:‘ They further stated they had seen no aircraft crash or any indication that E-{I
E';‘: one had crashed. Two Vietimwese were detained and transferred to PCF 49 ;
Ei‘_’ _ 1 for transportation to Qui khon for further interrogation, !;
- 3
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Third Coastal Zone

In the Third Coastal Zone, the number of detections was about the same as
the preceding momth indicating no increase in indigenous coastal traffic dur-
ing September. Surveillance operations resulted in the detection of 6,381
watercraft. Patrol effectiveness remained high with 3,085 inspections and
1,943 boardings, There were no incidents of evading craft while 19 craft
and 83 persons were detained, In addition, "Swift®™ Loats patrolling the
lower Bassac and Co Chien Rivers detected 5,388 craft, and of those, 1,920
were inspected, and 2,474 were boarded resulting in four craft and 13 persons
being detained, There wers ro incidents of evading craft reported for either
the Bassac or Co Chien Rivers.

Thers ware 163 naval gunfire support missions comducted during September,
These nissions were in response to requests for urgert naval gunfire support,
targets of opportunity, H and I, or in preplanned river and canal incursions.

On the morning of 6 Septexber, the PT COMPORT (USCG WPB) observed three
people running across the beach about 35 miles nortilwest of 0ld Nam Can, They

were immediately taken under fire, after sector clearance had bsen obtained,

killing one VC end wourding two others. Two camouflaged sampans were also
taken under fire and destroyed.

The PT CQ4FORT (USCG WPB) while on normal Market Time patrol conducted
a NGFS mission on 7 September on a suspected VC weapons and food cache at the
mouth of the Co Chien River about 15 miles southeast of Phu Vinh (XR 6€0 875).
Firing at a range of from 600 to 2,000 yards with direct spotting, the WPB
destroyed six structures with her 8lmm mortars. ZThers were nofrisndly cas-
ualties, and enemy casualties are uninown.

On 7 September, PCF's 17 and 28 inserted PRU, Mational Police Field Forces,
and PF forces about 40 miles southeast of Can Tho on the Bassac River (XR 338 627)
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., _’ The "Swift™ boats then withdrew to provide a blocking force and gunfire sup- .1
E ) if port. “The ground forces led by Hoi Chanhs found an wbandoned VC prison caamp. ;'.f
p 3 Sweeping to the west, another POJ camp was found and six prisoners were lib- ‘
F 1 erated. The troops were then extracted, and on the return trip, PCF 17 con- ) ‘
: ducted o psyops mission. The ground forces killed two VC and captured 15 - \
’ : pounds of documents. As a result of the psyops broadcast, two Hoi Chanhs ral- :i
’ lied to the "Swift" boats. Thers were no friendly casualties, i \}:
The PT BANKS (USCG WPB) was conducting routine boardings and inspections jf
on the moming of 12 September w.hen one sampan failed to stop and evaded into _j
‘ 1 a treeline 1,000 yards down a canal bout 45 miles southeast of Can Tho (XR :—‘1
’ 1425 623). The WPE closed the position, and the sampan emsrged fram the canal 3
: ard came alongside. One Vietnamese male without identification was detained "jj;
: as a suspscted Viet Cong. Upon inspecting the sampen, 75 packs of cigarettes, %
; 600 pourds of rice, 40 gallons of gasoline, 10 pounds of sugar, 4O cans of LT;
; j American sardines, and one case of msdicine, all ummanifested, wers captured. :
; The damaged sanpan was delivered to (G-3% for further transfer to the NILO -E
: Soc Trang. There were no friendly casualties. E;
The PT PARTRIDGE (USCG wPB) fired a sector approved NGFS mission on the *
z afternoon of 13 Spetember about 62 miles southwestu of Can Tho (WQ 47 96). E:j
:: The WPB gunfire accounted for two structures and one sazpan destroyed and ._:_;
L} i another six structures heavily damaged. There were no friendly casualties, ?-%
) g Early on the morning of September, PCF 87 inserted 30 PP/RF troops N "
about 16 ziles scutheast of Can Tho (XR 07 93) and then stoodby as a block- i
: ' ing force. The mission was an attexpt to capture a Viet Cong Infratiructure ‘;‘
(VCI). The mission was aborted when the intelligence agent failed to show. —*
; 2 The PT CYFRESS (USCG WPB) was requested to provide support for = troop
f { insertion on 22 Septezber off *he Sorg My Than (XR 150 444} sbout 43 miles
3 e
i L
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!
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southeast of ¥y Tho, The iPB provided 8lm XFS and stoodby for .50 cal-.
iber support should the enemy come into the open. Enemy S/A fire was re-
ceived and quickly suppressed, The mission terzinated at 0830 with the
WPB having destroyed five bunkers. There were no friendly casualties
while enemy casualties are unknpown,

On the morning of 27 Sepiesber, the PT BAXS (UsCG WPB) conducted a
gunfire support mission in a VC area ahout sixteen miles southeast of Phu
Vinh (XR 757 864). The WPB spotted two people in a field who fled into
the treeline and two people in a structure and were taken urder fire with
8lrm and automstic weapons., There were no friecdly casualties while two
VC were killed and two VC wounded. One structure was destroyed and six
daznaged. )

On the afternoon of 29 Septesber, PCF 63 detained two VC suspects while
conducting routine board and search opesrations in the Co Chien River about
41 miles southeast of Vinh Long (XR 493 025), One suspect had three separ-
ate sets of 1D papers in his possession and 302 kilos of unmanifested rice.
When apprehended, the suspect cttewpted to bribe the crew mesbers. Under
initial interrogation by VEN erew members, the suspect admitted to being
a VC and had been acting as a courier for three months, The second suspect

had illegal medicine and blank draft deferment papers. He adnitted to being
a VC when interrogated at Coastal Group 36 Headguarters near Dong Phm. The
confiscated medicine, 300 kilos of rics, blark draft deferment pspers along
with one sampan were turned over to NILO Tra Virh for disposition.

At CB0O on 29 Septembar, PCF 95 rendezvoussd with the PT ELLIS (UG WPB)
and cownenced patrolling the Cua ¥y Thanh taking offensive bunkers under fire.

At 2000, a water taxi heavily loaded with cR/rgo wss stopped and searched. The
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taxi master had an altered ID card, no date entries in his boat log, no
travol.papers, and no military papers. The taxi wds detained until first
light when it was relessed to the taxd mastert's wife., During the night,
two other sampans were searched with negative resuits and rzleased after
strong warnings. The occupants stated that thereason for trasveling at
night was that during the day, aircraft would take them under fire., There
were seven bunkers destroyod and six otunkers heavily damaged along with
asgorted hammers, chisels, knives, and saws. There were no frisndly cas-

ualties, and one Vietnamese was detained,

CONFIDENTIAL 16

e

PP

fn s uw

ey o s agw

e




YT T T 7Y Erp BF s bt e adv i Gelito ) ¢ o Jadfhasihes WM SERBVASL LB B b e e e R TR R L R e L e kAL AL et e M A S L A AR A

A3

o
(g

s aeas St wear®d A AN

AL

VIS

]

|

3

W.. ~ SSTTH 199T3NEN ..3.&% / m

o 0

: &
B
8

CCNFIDENTIAL

{ JIS 62 = §6 40d P SITH Id  °f
d3s fi2 =~ €9 304 °I
dis L2 -~ sunvd Id  °H
d3s 22 - SSEN3X0 Id °D M
dis 9L = 18 3ad °d . (s rA
d98 €1 - IDAYIYVE Id ‘2 TIOR Nt quUOpIOUY HVATAIN/UVS ~ #
dig 2L~ Ssuwvg ld °a qUOPTAUT BOTCRAY/OJITH ©TV3I8cH ~ X
d38 L =~ A2 ® Lt 8,404 D a a3 Jojue) ROUETTTOAMMS Te3ee0) ~[]
dds L = JMOJHOO Id AQE ENITCE Ct
dds 9 = LHOJWOD Id

LA

L7

E VA A/

A0

.

- ¥

RSl

R A

o

RS
PR ) 25D itk

Ao AL AR

-

. Ly

INOZ AVISVOD GulHI FHLI NI SNOILVYIIO

A

PR ATYUNALMA

AT R RAN
o

> "

e

NN
R dad

ANTCTS Y e * LA et T R Y PRO congt s o smenne n e .-
W. m. s_‘(«n.‘h;”.a,«w (ahiN Liad S S g ¥ 2N - v - TN rew e meeny ——— . A Y § S N A Aty TAA A S e SR RV l... J.‘Vf.
x soary s R . . bt bl et and
a, . y
.
. | .
o ¢ kot . . .
3 vy S oty A 3 eetails 0 vl datdaeT e 2o P Ao 5 2 s 5 N \ . x
T R e ey hLe e s v . - Yot S N )
. N . . RS M RN P Y e e
- tag " Ak . . R DRRPORIE A

L T AN I G |



| SR 3 e Tt R
A A A A e AN A o s ST S e A e A i e e e - v
e R R - TN O e s T S
T SRR Ty " oo i N S A T s e
by raniOi p4a TR Gy T = Lt 44
- - t o -
AT ﬂ' b oy 3 XY
e
. e i

0 TION MARKET T

H
*
1
;
i
H
H

Thers were 541 mawval gunfirn support, SEA LORDS, SEL FLOAT
and SEA TIGER missions conduoted during Septesber, approximately
27 less than In Suguat., Gun damgs assesensnt on thess xissions
was 34.9 parcent, with the following results being attaineds ) .

118 Viet Cong killed (79 body count, 39 probable)
27 Viet Cong wunded
18 Viet Cong captured
131 Junks/Sewpsns destroyed ]
. 8 Junks/Sexpans heavily damaged |J
3 212 Strustures/Bunkers Reavily damaged : q

Thors wera 20 fnsidenta of ewsding oraft end psrseznsl reportsd ) ]
ard takon wmisr fire resulting ia 15 watsrcraft destroyad and 28
Viet Cong Killed, (24 body comt, 4 probable), 3 VO wowded and

L P r

2% capt‘ured.

DAy .k SRR

Survaillanss eperations reerlicd im ths detaction 2 59,255
vateroraft, Of thess 27,247 wre innpscted and anothsr 14,400 were
boarded, Dstsctions of atsel Iulled veseels in Markei Tiwe aress
totalled 656 with 466 boing inspsotsd and anothar 24 bourded sand all
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- 15yA£%" boats ecrduoting Operations SEA LORDS and SBA FLOAT

rivor asd canal insursicos (skat Time Batders) ia the IIX evd IV
Corps Tactiocal “mes sornduated 78 mlti-craft rlssicns éaring
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September. The results of the missions were not as impressive as in

"::. 3 previous months as the eneny avoided contast whanever possible.
',':j: ; During the nonth the "Swift* boats in the IV Corps Tactioal Zone
- vhen not engaged 4n SEA LARDS missions were involved iz the SKA

FLOAT/TRAN HUKG DAC XIT PSYOPS Campaign in the lower Cai Man
Peninsala, These opsrations are disoussad under Yarket Time Raiders

in the Operation SEA 1O0RDS sumsary and Operation SEA FLOAT sumary.

LYW

SEAL mnits attached to Tazk Force 115 continusd routine epsrations’

¥ T RN e N g Y
. A » B A
. LR
’

during Septerber in the IV Corps Taotical Zons in support of Opera-
‘ tion SEL FIDAT, A tsotic which prowsd wery suocesaful in the IRAL
i i
i opsrations ard will be used again was a felse extraction by helicopter
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- Tz Markot Tims P-3 air potrol berrier res:ins the poinoiple
- * doterrest ani detoction of infiltraticn from sea. On 1 Septesber,
> 3

dus o & cuiback in funds, the mmbsr of sirbarrier f1ishts vas
reducsd froa 159 £lighis per muth to 125 flights par month, By

o OK

Y
Rl e et s

-

*-\ i conosntrating the majority of thess fiights during those porieds

2 ! uhich ers more favorabls to travler fnfiltratiocn and by rezdcaising
e |

F:“ {the reanining fligats, e protebility of detestion of a 20-knot mone !

(o | intell{ganos travler has rexained at 605 or above, The periods

» H consfdared zost probable for trawvier infiliraticn are duriag the dark

5‘. of the moon, éduring the houra of darkness, during periocds ef high

:::" f tidcs {Palts areas), duriag periods of adverse westhar conditions, and

- i

. during truos or holidey periods,
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A. tactic which proved successful occurred when Market Time inshore

patrol mits combined with larger offshore wnits (MSU/MSC) in

& follew on of the wolf pack technigue, wharein the cossmnd and
control platform (¥SO/MSC) maintainad a plot of all contacts and
vectiors tho perticipating FCP's, WiB's, or sximmers to investigate
tae surface contacts in the area, The cczmnd and contrel platform
by mintensros of a plot vas able to detest any unit within the aree
attempting to evade bearding and ssarch,

& 1 Septenber tve U3, Kavy hydrofeil patrol grmboats tke USS
FIAGSTAFP (PGH 1) and the U3S TUCTEXARI (PG 2) arrived 4in Vietnea
for an exterded ccmbat tost and evalmtica. o two craft were
zsaigned to tho Pirst Coastzl Zoxo umder £5e eparatioral eontrol ef
Ceazzandor Task Group 115¢1 and will bs based at Domnng, The PXits
veporbed ready in el respscts to arcurs peicel cutles en 15 Sopten-
bowe Tio croft will paks rorlem petrels alsss pro-esicblichod tracks
both day and nigh$ 2% spceds In ecsass of 40 krota,

FCP-10 Sirkiag

FOF 10 arrived alergside USS HIEDSAY GOTZTY (LST 11790) at
13031 on 6 Septenbor ard zoored alosgsids to sterdesrd, Thovs Jus
a woolarly vind, 20 to 25 knots with gasts 0 40 kuots and thezes
vazs oix to elght faet Soa e wost, At 1730 K7 10 bepan tokiag
waler intorzally and tho darage ocntrol F2riy vas called swvay and
*1z003 portsble pzwps, The FOP ecuasnaod iy vater ovar Y9 stam
faster {tan the poens oonld ressva it. 4% 20C3T a suilen sqaal)
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3 "1 ocourred which negated all efforts to save the boat and it sank at i
SO gy 2015H 4n about 25 feet of water at Vi6870. A1l classified material, o
- ' f small arms and personal effects were removed prior to the sinking. s
g “l i FCP 10 was deuntered and afloat at 23150(H ; aalvage operations :
N ’ baving been delayed by heavy weather, It was intended to tow the : !
g . "Swift" boat to Vung Tau; hovever, after inspection she vas found to i
l'_ :
L be totelly unseaworthy for two and was loaded on board the USS 3
b2 * o
1 : WVHETSTONE (LSD 27) and 1ifted %o Cat Lo for repairs on 25 September, 4
a 3
- ! '
- ] The USS NOXURES (AOG 56) was anchored at the POL buoy at the
- {
. Faval Support ictivity Dstaciment, Cua, Viet (YD 3670) on the morning 4
e -; .:
g i of 8 Septewber whsn a whits object and two swizwars were sighted and ) :,
::; : tskan wmdsr fire with smaliarxs and grenades, EUD divers inspectad !
- : 2
= ; the haull for aines with negative results azd then the NOXUBEE moved Z
::,' , approxizately five miles offshors and enchored for the night, At \
L»,! ) 0501568 tho EOITEES recoived & mire explosicn an the port side fore- ;
S
. i : ward causing a thres tc five degree lisd to pari., Inspection of the g
N { :
& ; : daraged eres ghoved pagnzine A-206-M flooded, port bellast tank X
>~ H . {
.. i 4-310-¥ opan to sea and £1ooded, a thres %o five foot hole below the L
( ; u
-": : vaterline hetwean framss 21 and 32, and a 15~inch hole in deck cargo )
. : hold A-204-4, end split seenms along the deck in cargo hold. Flooding &
. ; . wvas wnder contzol at 0203, Cargo was offltedsd 4o raias the hole 4_
-f' '4 3 ebove the waterliro and the EOXUBEE procesdsd to Danang whers the _!
r- 3 3
- ! USS G.APPLE {iRS 7) assisted in applying a 6I8 foot, 3/8 inch steel !
‘ plate over ths hols, Tecporary remirs wers cozpleted on 13 Septea~ ’
bor and the USS KOXUSER vas 2tis to perform ber assigrsnta, j
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A E z
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: CG 43/44/43 BASE 1
- !
i :
i A. SEAL's - 3 SEP ‘ :
i B. SEAl's - 5 SEP
3 i C. SEAL's - 12 SEP
i D. SEAL's - 16 SEP /
i . SEA FLCAT - 19 SE? !
: 7. SEAL's - 20 SEP ‘
' i G. SEAL's - 22 SEP ‘
4 3 H. SEA FLOAT/SEAL's - 2l SEP f
: I. SEA FLOAT/SEiL's - 26 SEP
P : J. SEA FLCAT - 29 SEP
41 ! X. SEA FICAT - 30 SEP X ;
i
- ? . .:.
& i SCALY: g
e H 1
K ! 0 v
% . RAUTICAL MILES CG 41 _pano ,
23! : BaSE “opi :
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CORFILENT] AL

Market Time Units

Fatrol aircraft detachments from four Navy patrol squadrons manned
the ¥arket Time Air Barrier during September. Patrol Squadron SIX (VP-6)
operated out of U-Tapao, Thailand. Detachments from VP-17, VP-9, ard VP-46
operated from Cam Ranh Bay.

The inshore patrol which consist3s of 54 stations now has 20 stations
mannsZ by the Vistnimese Navy, Two Market Time aress are now patrolled by
coastzl groups. Coastal Group 21 coameenced patrolling area 3 Echo on
L Juiy 1959 and Coastal Group 26 and 27 have split area 4 Golf and commenced

patrciiing on 8 Septenber.,
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: ' Market Tipe Assets
- ‘ ———
. 3 - }
29 - . i
b7 > .
. K The folloxing 13 a 1ist of Market Time assets: :

$ 4 U,S, Coastal Surveillsnce Centers 1 Roya) Thai Navy PG (wWT12) :
1 VNN Coastal Surveillance Center I HECPts

P

X1 1 Commard Operations Center CRB 8 L5 foot Picket Boats
b 4 Harbor Defense Units 25 18 foot Skimmars
2k ' 82 PCFs 2 188

; 23 WFBts . 2438

5 Coastal Divisions R

; 3 PG's '

s ; 5
| 2 155Cts :
1150
i 3 WHEC's
. i 2 X301
o8 i 2 PGty
| z 1 Radar Site (Con Son Island)
i

24 ) 12 Amml Pontoons (MATSB) -

T
»

— T
.

N H 1 Helo Refueler

S i L ATCYs

.- . . 1 Zippo Recharger
A H

i { 1 LCPL (armored)

1 )
ol : 18 ICPL, K II .
- ¢ '

{ 1 Pisr Complex (CG-14 ~ Cua Dai)

‘.-_7[. ;

LRI T R LSRN X Py o

B - - .

TR T R Y R S e TN B -

T S e A O S P T N SRS AR RN . « e

PRV S IR AL S LI S S T LT E L R T WA PSR S S A R e IO
. re " ), S W




Nl
EMC )

L i
’

| &) -
‘l
1S
g,
Puiczs T o T e T TP O D T S o e Yy
«

TR S M N T S A A e T T W R -~
St e TR TS R TS Y W T WY TN Y YN -.‘_’u"\-'_’h‘.r)"u"‘i'r‘l‘ﬂ_}’_\“_E"f_v'}"&'ﬂjfvﬁ}'?;?‘_‘;,‘jmv Cff 224

TV "W IR W YR TR TR )

-y "T‘r :
t
. L
p
3
3
b
5
E
o
,

b
3

CONFIDENTIAL

The following SEVENTH Fleet Ships operated in Market Time during the momnth

of Septenmber:

USS GALLANT (MSO LB9)
USCGC TANEY (WHEC 37)
USCGC SPENCER (WHEC 36)
USS WIDGEON (MSC 208)
USS WOCDPECKER (MSC 209)
USS PHOEBE (MSC 199)
USS LOYALTY (MSO L57)
USS FIRM (MSO Llh)
USCGC MENDOTA (WHEC 69)
USCGC KLAMATH (WHEC 66)
USCGC SEBAGO (WHEC 42)
USS WHINDHAM CITY (LST 1170)
USS GALLUP (PC 85)

USS ASHEVILLE (PG 8Y4)
USS CROCKET (PG 86)

CGIFIDENTIAL

7th Fleet Ships

1-31
1 -3, 27 -3t
5-26

1-12
13 - 19
20 - 30

1-0

5-30
1-17, 27 - 30
18 - 30
1-26

1-30

1-10

1 - 13-

0 - 30
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PCF13 ASSIGNED T0 COASTAL DIVISIONS:

ELEVEN TWELVE THIRTEEN FOURTEEN FIFTEEN i
AN THOL DANANG CAT 10 CAH RANH BAY QUL NH !

13 17 42 1n
21 TN 23 :
24 47 49

B L

. et Tl

‘o AL N P
> | JU
PR )

3

12 25 48 €7 i
18 57 % ey
22 58 89 Rt
27 58 91 Sk,

73 100
8s
90

15

20
39
61
65
59

31 70
75
78
€0 97
€1
9
101

VIFTIBVRUEIWR

55 98
72 103

(23) (%) (19) (11) (08)
#5 PCFtas ASSIGNED TO CHU LAL DETACHMENT TOTAL ASSIGNED PCFts (75)

NON-ASSIGNED PCF's '

VN PCF_TRALNMING  LCCATION :
(T8 SATGON BOAT SCHOOL

PCP?3s IN OVERHAUL

PCP LOCATION COMRACTD ETC EST LENGTH
(23 Cez Ranh Bay 340349 09 OCT 69 57 days :

56 Cex Ranh Bay 08 SE? 69 27 OCT 69 49 days
79 Cam Ranh Bay 19 SEP 69 07 NOV 69 19 days
92 Cat Lo 12 AUS 69 10 OCT 69 59 deys
7 Cat Lo 19 AUG 69 01 NOV 69 73 days

)
P
St

e

k.

NOTE: PCF-10 AT CAT LO UNDERGUING DAMAGE EVALUATION

| S RIPRPRY

TOTAL NON-ASSIGED PGP (O7) =

a
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: Average mmber U.S. ships/craft oo patrol during monthe
; :
5 S0 MG WPB ¥ IST PG dHEC
: M 2 1 1 L2 1l i 2 P
Average mumber VNN ships/junks exployed during month. ‘E =
" 1
; SEA FONCE RIVER FGCB COASTAL FORCE s :
TomL 38 252 187 :
U.S. Activitys ' ;
TOTAL DETZCTED WOD - IAY 20155  NIGHT 30100 i
59,815 3
STEEL- fAY 3%  NIGHT 324 ;
T0TAL THSPECTED  WOMD - DAY 11488 NIGHT 15761 _ X
4 27’715 3 E
i STERL- IRY 248  NIGAT 218 o 5
¢
i TOTAL BOARDED WOOD - 147 10293  HIGHT 407 ; b
ki 14,424 .- 2
1 STERL- DAY 20  NIGHT 4 :
i P
! VNN Activity:
! JUNKS SEARCHED 77273  JUNKS DRUIEED 134
i PERSONS SEARCHED 257517  PERSOHNS DELAINED 509
T.S. Activitys
JUNKS DRTAINED 2%
PERSONS DETAINED 855
i Stable Door Statistics:
: WRMBER OF JGNKS DETECTED 59,257
NUMBER OF INSPECTIONS 5,467 4
)
1 NIMBER OF BOARUINGS 4,259 :
3
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L ‘ Operation Sea Float/Tren Fung Pao IXI

- 3

i

During Septesber, Sea Float/fran Hung Dao III enjoyed the saxe

.": success a8 during July and August, There wers over 50 Sea Floet and

;'! SEAL missions conducted during Septesmber utilizing from two to six

\“ "Swift" boats and supported by & PG, threo RAG ACT's, a sippo, SEAL,

ED and DT Teans, Seawolves, Slicks,.and OV-10 aircraft, In sddd-

:“3 ‘ tion, Vietnaness Kavy 1SM's, 1CFLSs, I1SIL's, Coastal Group 41 Yabuta ]
o ’ Junks and FRU's, RF troops, VAH Special Porces, and Kiet Carson %
8 : - Sconts participated actively in these missions, The Sea Float '
E' | rissions were decigned to maxi=ixs dawags to knovn or suspected

‘ ‘ 5 extortion stationg, VC Iase areas, and sccret sones. Tae forces 2
; l corducted day and night psyops patrols along the rivers and camals 1

of the Sza F.oat operating area. Airborne mnits contimued psyops
riggicns in {ho area inacceseablo to the eraft, Tho "Swift® boats

o

inserted SEAL!s, 50D , WY, FRU', KT exd ".J special forces, provided

gunfire suproct, waterborns geerdzosts, blocidng forces and escort
sarvico for logistis cxrafi along the Bo De axd Cua Ion Riwers and
adjaccnt camla, Tho eigat te twclve ICF's al=o pordicipated in SMA
LORDS pigeions in areas adjacent to ths Sea Float 40, ALl afioat units
and the lobile Advance Tactiecal Swpport Daso cordusied nightly B end I
fire during tho nmonth of Seplesiaxr into knovn YO bass carps and

[ D P Y
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extortion areas.
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Bridenos of tha sucoess of ths eperation is a sign located in

014 kxa Cen which reads, “Serpen ¥oior Bapair Shop Open For Business.”
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4 The Sea Float Annex was manned by Vietnamess forces during the ,
;_‘.‘ entire month of September and consisted of a variocus mix of the :
o ‘ following ships and support forcess LSIL, LSK(E), POLIAR Team, VNN

Reaution forces, Coastel Group 41 ¥abuta Junks and Kit Carson Scouts.

The following floating assets are assigned to Sea Float: 8-12

i R
,
.

FCF's, 1 G, 1 LSIL, 1 LSM(H), 1 ICPL (Armored), 2 1SSCts, 5 iabute

v‘ Junks, 3 ASFB's, 3 ATC's, and'l 2ippos

st

”! On 3 September, the Chgirmen of the Joint General Staff, Genersl

E : Cao Van Vien; Commander U.S, Navel Porces, Vietnam, VADM E. R.

- Zucwalt, J=,, USN; CG, DMAC, MGEN Roderfck Wotherill, USA, and the

Vietuamees Chief of Fawal Operations, Comodors Tran Van Chon visited

‘ ! Sea Float ard received a briefing end tour and cbserved a fire power 5
3 §

dexmonsitzration,

T

T 1 s
e
- paen A

Cn 4 Ssptesbor, 228 MSF troops were transportsd by CH-47 from

g ! Sea Float to Ca }au for further transfer to %ha Trange s
I g
Cn 4 Septerber, the USS GUHSTON BALL (ISD 5) with tag MICHAEL :
! ;
Li arTived et Sea Floet vith a new holo and Lelo refueler srxxis, The
3 tug and tow wors escorted by "Swif$" boats to the MATSB without %
;f:: ; incident. %
i:_ On 6 Saptezbor, a 100-zan VEY Spocial Forsea arrived at Sea Float i
¢ i H
AT via LSM HG403 for duty and establisked a cswp ou the norih shore of the }
(- " Cua Lon River in the vicinity of 014 Zaa Can, ;
. 1‘
',:-: : )
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b The District Chief and the District Senior Advis r of Ham Can,
= “ E viaited the Sea Float Annex and werelriefed and received a tour. )
< o They were favaorably impressed with the progress in the vicinity of
{ | - the Sea Float Annsx,
b 1 Cn 11 September, PCF's 17, 25, and 13 departed Cat Lo for Ses
' } ' Float %o augsent existing forces and to provids a patrol capability cm
] ' the Song Ong Doe.
:’.- ‘ Captain J, R, Faulk, USN, CTF 116 and Father Hoa of Ha Tien Cistrict
=k viaited Sea Float on 16 Septecber and mceived briefings and tours,
. f Ca 16 Septecber, CCR T, R, Bssry, USN, Commander Task Group 115.7
\:' ' w28 incapacitatsd due to a leg injury and wvas relieved by ICDR C, L,
’ ¥iller, (SN, Commseder Task Uait 115.7.7, On 17 Septezber CDR J. C.

‘ f | Fatrick, USH, Chief Staff Officer of CTF 115 arrived at Sea Float and i
— i
0 i aseumsd the duties of Ceczander Tasck Gromp 115.7, Ssa Float, !
,::: ‘ An FB’ Hews Team srrived at Sea Float 17 Septeabor and received :
N 4 tricfings and a tour of the Sea Float Axmex and departed on the 16th i
E . : .
- i via Slick helo for Can Tho, :
B~ H
K- ¢ i T Provincial Sentor Advisor of An Xuyen Provincs and the
;:' : Agricultural Advisor visited Ssa Float on 21 September and discussed ,,
[ :
! thexovement of RF troops to Sea Float and the develorzent of agriculture ?
< a% tho Sea Float Amex, ;
i :
o 3 Regional Foras troops arrived at Sea Float on 22 Seplesber and X
-!_' esiablishad a bass camp and perimeter on the nort: shore of the Scng E
- )
ok ; 63 CCNFIDENTIAL .
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Cua Lon. PRU's arrived the sawe day via Slick helos and ocamenced

- operatious on 23 September. 3
2 On 24 Septezber, the USS WHETSTONE (SO 8) discharged 2 AIC's
i 7 for Sea Float, 2 ATC!a for further transfer to Breeszy Cove, ons sippo - : '
[ ; and one zippo recharger for Sea Float, ;
S CUR Minh, the VAN staff POLUR Officer, visited Sea Floet on
2 ; [~ L
1 27 September for abriefing and a tour, .

3

The FRU's vhich hava been operating with Sea Float since early &

Tyey—— Y
DEae
DRCER L DS DS P N

4 August were released and retmmed to Ca Msu on 28 Ssptember. IThe

X
13
I3
.

Dsputy, Cords IV Corps, PSA 4n Inuysn and Azbassador Colby's deputy

.
-~ A
"

- for pacification vieited Sea Float for briefinzs and a tour on the 28th, ¥
- i 3
E:. Mr, Ton Buckley, a correspondent, arrived at Sea Float on : fi%
3 3

29 Septenber via Slick helo for a briefing and a tour of the Sea Float
Annax and departed that afternoon for Ca Hau,

'f'"
-

} g oo
LR
LA

Corzander Task Force 76 and party visited Sea Float for btriefings
and tours on 30 Jeptewber,

T
)
ol !

™
R Vorwr v

A2 80400

':':‘! e 7
LS S

; A% 1915 on 3 Septezber SEAL Toam Det GOLF with two Kit Carsem «
:: Scouts (KCS) departsd Sea Float aboard sn ICVC to interdict water ) i
traffic in an attezpt to gain intelligence on & possible VG umiticn ¥
:i j factory as reported by a POW. The Bach Cai Choa Canal vas entersd axd : "*
- the SFAL's wers inserted about 11 miles southeast of Sea Float (¥Q 134
664). Thay patrolled 200 metars to the morth whers an interiieticn post r
A : o
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wvas established, At 21258 an unlighted sempan with four occupants
vas hailed by the ECS, searched and all persons were detained. Ten
mimites later two unmlighted sampans with five occupants were hailed,
but the occupants imredistely went over the side and were taken under
fire, At 221CH the 1CFL extracted the detainees and conducted a
false extraction of the SEAL Team, At 0115H personnel movemeni vas
observed on the opposite tank; however, there was no further contact
with the enemy and the SZiL!s md KCS were extracted at 06008 and
returned to Sea Float, ZThsre were no friendly casualties while four
VC were killed and four detainees were retwrned to Sea Float, ITwo
of the detainees indicated a willingnesa to take the SEAL?!s into
their hamlet where 20 YO are roported,

4 SEAL mission was sondusted on 5 Ssptexber with the objective
of liberating the femdly of a H oif Chanh who had rallied to Seca Float
forces the previous day. Ths Fol Chanh had indicated he had been the
security chief of a sze2ll hexlet five gnd one half kilometer south-
aoutheast of Sea Float {#Q 003 561) and that the hamlet contained
33 families, The SZAL teem and five Kit Carson Scouts were inseried
by Slick helos with Seawolves providing cover, PFPr.trolling toward the

objective a smell benlet containing 9 hootches was discovered, Pive
males were observed rumning away but {hey could notbe taken under
fire due to the close jroxizity of wonen and children, The patrol
contimiad via sampan to tie edgs of the harlet, As the hamlet was
entered, four malss were taken under fire resulting in one person
killed who wvas later identified as a W hamlet guorrilla, The wife
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- “ and five children of the Eol Charh departed with the patrol to the
y y

N ; extraction point via sampans. At the extraction aite, the KCS
A 3 discovered and rondered safe six CHICOM trip-wire booby traps. The

SEAL'a, KC5, and Hoi Chanh vith family were extracted by Slicks and
returned to Sea Float with Seawolves providing cover, Thers wers

- 1o friendly casualties, Seven kilos of doouments and 11 VC flags ’
were captured while 400 kilos of salt were destroyed.  Ths Hoi . ,:::

Chanh's information proved very reliable and extraxely helpful im

e A DAl it

pointing out booby traps.

Oa the xorning of 12 September, two Seawolves with SEiL's enbarked
departed Sea Float o make a fales SEAL iveertion vicinity WQ 00 55
sbout two niles south of the MATSB vwhere the SEALs hed mede contact
vith the esany the previous day. Upoa approaching the landing some, 1ight
mchizs gwa fire vas rscoived and quickly cuppressed with rockets and

B AW 10 50 i it kY s W 4 A Nia s €

; pachine gan firve by ths Seawolves, About an hour latsr vhile the

HIIO was =aking a vigeal recconcissance of tds area ths bolos received o

a hsavy volms of AN £irs vhick was suupracsed by Scawolf strikes.

At 2043, the xission wae sbortod vhen oms Ssawolf develsped a
3 ; hydrealis failure and presesded te Fai Yen for repairs, OV-10 (Black L
‘ Pony) aireraft vers requested to hit the encmy positioms and plaesd
: : rockst and rachins gz strikes ea a VC baes camp mtil all ordrance ‘
i vas experdsd., The morming afr strikes resulted in ihres sirvcturss o
% ) s axd three unkers destroyed end fowr structures axd two bunkers dowaged !
:‘; along with ihres raching gums and poeiticns destroyod. Thars wers 2o ‘
5; 'i frisndly casmlties while ssven W were [robatly killed,
:: i CCIFIIRTIAL 66 ,-
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On the night of 16 September, a SEAL tean ezbarked in six
sazpans with Kit Carson Scouts disguised 2z VC transited canals to
a Xnown VO hanmlet (NQ 128 852) 15 miles northeast of Sea Float.
Upon approaching the hamlet, five VU were cbserved fleeing from
a hootch and were taken under fire. At ths sane time, sniper fire
was received from the opposite bavk and was quickly suppressed. The
troops then returned to Sea Float having Xilled one V€ and captured
two otiners. .In'berrogaﬁ.cn of the two prissnera indicated thsy wsre
attending a bamlet military mesting and thot the VC killed vas a
hanlet seowrity leader, Thers were no frisndly casmalties.

Six FCF's were underway at 0700 on 19 Septenber as part of a
combined opcration utilizing USN, VNN, RF, ARVH, and VEAF persomnel
to conduct a search and cloar mission in an area betweon the Seng
Cng Boo and T-Minh forest and to resupply ire city of Song Ong Doe
by river convoy., Sixty RF troops were inseried on the north bank °
and secured a landing zone in ebout fiftsea adnutss for a fire bass
et 01d Song Ong Doo (VR 975 025), Am soon as the area was secursd
CB-47's dbrought in a pair of 10%m howitzaers, & crew and smmmition,
At 0925, RAG 25 with RF {roops exzbarked arrived from Ca Hau essorting
the RF boat company (9ICVP's) with enpplies for Song Ong Doc. The
ARVN troops were inserted by Slicks at VR 935 078/VR 919 669/VR
904 066 ard following aeveral alr strikss coeorenced s search and
clear sweep toward the Song Ong Dos. Ths *Swift” boats with troops
enberksd provided a blocking force along tha river moving several
tinss during the day to provide maxizum blocking coverage, During
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the afterncon the ARVN made 1ight contact with the enemy resulting in ’ *
‘ i
five VC killed. A% 1650 the "Swift® boats exited the river without
incident, A4ll the troops were extracted by Slicks and the fire base ﬁ
. ) ;-;
by CH-47 at 1700 while RAG 25 continued to Ca Mau escorting the ICVP?s. ]
One large bunker ocomplex was destroyed and several small arms and
ammunition were saptured, There vare no friendly casualties vhile six - '
VC were killed and ons VC captured.
N : Early on the morning of 20 Septezber SEAL Team Det GOLF with
0 Kit Carson Scouts esteblished an interdiction post along the Rach Cat
S Hgay at the mouth of the Ong Don Cangl (WQ 178 T77) about eight miles
a northeast of Sea Float, Two large zmotorized sampans spproached their
s\ ] positicn end wben hailed started to evade and were then taken under |
:::::' ' ; £ire, 7Tueo saupans were pushed artaore snd one female snd o children !
b { :' were detained. A search of the sampans ravealed a large anxowat of rios,
P~ - Vi Hquor and fusl. The SEAL's were extracted by 1SSC at 0745 and
\:"-' i i
b ! returned to Sea Floet, There were nofriecdly casusltien vhile five i
- ; )
o 3 V¢ were killed and one fexale and two childrea were dstainad, Two 3
;! ? largs sampans, feur motora, 2,000 pounds of rice vere destroyed along
o ; with the VI liquor and fusl, Ths femsle detainee vhea interrogated
s i atatod that she bed been captured by the VG that the man behind ber in
: 7 5 the sanpan was carrylng a pistol :
L@
= Reacting to intelligence that a hanlet looated 15 Klloneters
;::-_"-‘f , northesst of 014 Jisn Can WQ 097 775 was occupled by 10 VO and trat a
- : 57 a3d 75m recoilless rifles were kept there, SZAL's, 8 PRU's and
" - ‘ . _
t_,! an (D tean dsparted Sca Float via alick on the afternoon of 22 Ssptew- :
:-:‘:: ber for the objective. Ths troops were inserted and swept west along
o
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; the Ong Don Canal and captured two males in a sampan, Sniper fire i

‘: i :j was recoived and supressed from the treeline east of t.e banlet and

: then Seawolves in the area placed air strikes on the enexzy position.

% 3 A?tar a search of ihe hamlet with nogative rosults the SEAL's called

3 E for a false extraction and set up an interdiction post. Three males

‘ J ) returning to the hexlet from rice paddies were taken under fire when they

EZ k attempted to evade, A Seawolf sighted five males in a sampan heading

§ ‘ south in the Cal Keo Canal and vhen they fired at the hslo the fire i
;' . was returned killing all five VC and destroying the sampan., The SEAL's

; wore then extracted by Slick at 1445, At the same time Seawolf sighted ; 4
- X another sampan and retwrned the enexmy fire killing two VC. An alr { !]
‘ strike vas then put on the lamlet, The operation resulted in nine VC ! %

X111ed and three walss and one Pfemale detained. There weres fowr

structices snd two ssupans destroyed, There wers no friepdly casualties.

Beacting to an intelligenco report, a patrol comsisting of

o vans b oke bRe et b Bane AW E Msubebns s

8 SEAL's, 4 ECD, 10 FEU's, 7 KCS ard one civilian guide departed Sea -

Flcat the =orning of 24 Septexber to destroy a W hoepdtal about

7 Xilcosters east-southsast of Sea Float (WNQ 146 662), The patrol wes li

fnserted in two elements and located the hospital cozplex edjacent to 3

& =11 eanal; however, 1t bad bosn atandonsd for 3 or 4 days. 4

. a1l anownt of medicins was discovered and dsotroysd slong with the *:
3 ‘ hospital. The element eweeping couth located a hootoh ocazplex and :i_
3 ’ thres ssxpans, ons loaded with wood and the other two with food supplies. i
. ; The tuo elements contimmed their patrol wntil they joimed end then swept B
1 - 300 psters to the south in an attampt to liberate the guide's fanily; ‘
: .
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however, they weren't at home, The patrols wares then axtracted and
returned to Sea Float, Ons KCS was slightly womnded vhen he stepped
in a punji pit, The patrol destroyed 11 siructures, six sampans,

800 pounds of rice, 600 pounds of sweel potatoes, 200 pounds of sugar,
40 cartons of cigarettes, 8 cases of 1iquor and a small quantity of
medicine. There were thres males detained and initial interrogation
revealsd they had been captured by two ¥C the previous day.

On 26 September eight SEAL's, 10 PRU's, seven KCS's and 4 ED
were inserted at Kiem Iax (WQ 016 584) by Slick helos with Seawolves
providing cover, The first element patrolled soumth while the second
element patrolled north and set up en interdiction post. Shortly,
six arwed males in a sumpen were obgerved proceeding up the canale
When the EGCS halled the sampan the occupents immediately went over the
side end were taken wader fire, Four Y wers killed and two wounded
which manged to evado. The first elezemt cawe upon a barlet containing
seven hootches and after searching snd regoving documents hiddsn under
floorboards the hamlet was taken under fire by CV-10's, The patrols
continued mtil the aftermoon without further contact when all wnits
vere extracted by Slick and returned to Sea Float, There wears nmo
friendly casualties while four VO vers killed and o wounded, Thers
vere 11 structures, fivs bunkers, six sewpens, ome generator and one

VG base camp with all contents dsstroysd.

Early on the morning of 29 September PCP's 93 and 5 while in a
waterborne guardpost cboul thres miles from the mouth of the Bo De
River (WQ 219 686) observed a 65-foot oceen-going junk (MI594 NTDC)
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proceeding slowly up the Bo Ds River from sea. The "Swift' boata got ; R
undervay, illuminated the junk and proceeded alongside. Six males on -:'__ -:j
the bow of the junk threw a small box over the side and were frantically j'_'._:'_:
trying to cut froe a fishing net hanging over the side, The FCF orew- : d

man boarded the junk and seized all males before they could out the

- net. The extrems weight of the net precluded bringing it on deck and
also precluded towing the junk dus to its drag. The net was then cut
and sank with its contents. The junk was then towed to Sea Float and
vhile enroute cne detaines offered a PCF VNN iraimes 3,000 piasters %o
release them, The six detainnes were turned over to Sea Float for -

interrogation.

About midnight on 30 September PCF!s 62 and 72 while enrouts to

set up a waterborns grardpost observed taree sampans procedding east -_.‘-_'::

ard north on the Song Cua Lon about seven »iles southwest of Sea Float
{VQ 879 605). As the "Swift" boats closed the sampsna two headed
tovard the north bank and ore to the south benk, People wers obasrved
Juaping from the sampans and thoy were taken under fire, When no
return fire was received the "Swift® boats proceeded to search the
zampans and area, The sampans were 25 to 30-foot in leagih with two
long shaft motors each and each contained an estimated cne ton of
oysters and 500 pounds of rice. While rigging the sampuns for tow,
two badly shot up sampens begsn to sink and two detainses andas much

gear as possible were teken off as the sazpans sank rapidly. The
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Operaticn Stable Door

During Septerber, all Stable Door harbor defense units maintained active
patrols in their areas of responsibility with no mining incidents or swimmer/
sapper activity reported. Patrol units continued to support ground operations
Surveillance results

with blocking forces and landing reconnaissance patrols.
- led to the detection of 59,257 craft. Of these, 5,467 were inspected and an-
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§ other 4,269 wers boarded. Description of the four harbor defense units
follow:
Unit One -~ Vung Tau
i
! During September a total of five persons were detained for curfew
3 violation, being in a restricted zone, or invalid identification cards.
; On 7 September, Harbor Entrance Control Post (HECP) received a call from
i the ¥STS BATTIE GEAR which reported that an airborne object had landed in
} the water. The object floated with a four finned tail section protruding out
of the water. Picket 29 and LCPL 33 were dispatched to investigate, and the
H
EOD Tezm determined that the object was a large jettisonable aircraft fuel
i
% tank and sank it.
i
H ¥nile conducting routine concussion grenade drops on 14 September, one
i .
i : pound THT block exploded immediately after being armed aboard Picket 27.
5 The boat captain and two crew members received minor shrapnel wounds., The
i
eraft received one six-inch hole in the engine hatch cover. Picket 27 pro-
i ceeded to the MSTS pier ard transferred the wourded persons to the 36th
; MEDETAC Hospital. The men were treated amd released. Subsequent investigation
5 : determmined the cause of the accident to be pereonnel error.
- : :
b ' H H
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On 15 Septesber, a call was received from the USKS FIZX1NGUA regaurding

a ses " . Y3l passed out and experiened muscle spasas and partial paralysis.

LCPL _, with an Army Corpsman from the 36th MEDEVAC Hospital transported

Lhe seaman to the Delong Pier for transfer to the hospital,

Unit Tws -~ Cam Ranh Bay

During the month, 23 persons were detained by Unit Tw» personnel for
being in a restricted zone and invalid/altered identification cards.

On 19 September, the Harbor Entrance Control Post received a report
from the harbor master that the LAEAINA VICTORY transiting out of the harbor
observed an explosion approximately 500 meters off her starboard guarter
causing a 65 foot water geyser, The ship was held in the outer harbor until
Stable Doer EOD personnel could invectigate. The investigation revealed no
marks, dents, scratches or marks of any kind usually found after an under-
water explosion was discovered, All artillery mortar wnits in the area
wore querried and claimed no lost rounds, and there was no known lost ord-
nance by units operating from the Cam Ranh Airbase, . )

LCPL 43 sighted a jJunk moving east from the inner harbor to the outer
harbor on 26 September. The 8th ROK Company was notified and when advised
of no friendlies in the area, the RK compa-+ fired for over an hour into
the area of lights on the Cam Tho Peninsula with unkrnown results.

On 27 Septezber while going alongside a junk, Skimmer 30 observed an
object being thrown over the side. The personnel and Junk were detained
and taken to Picket 51 for questioning. The detainee had been stopped

four times since L July for curlew ~10lations, resiricted zone violation,

and running without lights.
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Unit Three - (ui ¥hon

N awman

Newrany

A total of i persons were detained by Unit Three during September for

TETTETTERY

¥ _l,r'i'
PP
~

,,.
DA 2 A
Sy i
.

presence in a restri:tled zone, curfew violations, ard invalid/altered identi-

fication cards.
While on patrol in the outer harbor on 1 September, LCPL 41 noticed a

E: - Vietnsmese cargo vessel, 1.. UNG KY, had entered the outer harbor and anchored

::3 Just west of the channel entrance instead of anchoring in an assigned area.

:‘ i 1CPL 41 instructed the ship to move from the high risk area to a more secure

::.' 4 ‘ area; however the ship'!s master refused to move and refused protection, ﬂ

The ship was bound from Saigon to Qui Nhon with a cargo of cement.
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On 4 September while on patrol in the area bounding the inner harbor of

U T

[T

Qui Nhon, Sea Cobras discovered five Xilos cf documents, one large bag of med-

jcal supplies, »..° rucksack with personal gear, photos and diary, and 2,000 i

rounds of mixed small arms ammunition. A1l material was turned over to the

Intelligence Officer at Binh Dinh. On 5 Ssptember, Sez Cobras destroyed

POPT .

three large well built bunkers and one unexploded 155mm round.
On 15 September, fifty pourds of new and used clothing was distributed

to Saint Paul's Charity Orphanage of Qui ¥hon. The clothing was donited to

a nmexber of Unit Three by the Saint Augustinels Alter Society of Oak Harbor,

VAT S cogmas 4 s

|

!

!
i i
3 ] Washington.
- i ]
A § i :
;:: i Unit Four - ¥ha Trang -
| ] '.'
‘:‘ f : Unit Four detained 94 persons during Septerber for invalid/altered i
E:. identification cards, curfew violation, and for being in a restricted zone. :':
" ' . On 6 September, ICPL 44 boarded and searched a fishing craft detaining p
f“. 14 persons. Ten femalas had been aboard the Pansmanien ship POLARIS and had f
- )
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‘f in their possession a paper with numes and amounts of money. Detainees ~
} were held for being in a restricted zone amd suspected black market :
activity and were tumed over to the Vietnamese National Pclice for dispositica. .
k On 26 Septexber while on routine patrsl, LCPL L4 spotted a Junk along-
) side the Panamanian ship POLARIS. Investigation revealed no personnel aboard ‘
’ the POLAKIS from the junk or no personnel on the jun. The junk was taken -
in tow, and an investigation revealed no papers, explosives, or propulsion .
of any type. Due to adverse weather, the Junk broke loose, was causing a
3 hazard to navigation, and was sunk, ".'-'_ '.::
'.; LCPL 58, while on a routine patrol, boarded and searched a fishing craft :
p_". -
-l on 29 September. One hundred pounds of unmanifested rice was discovered. : o
I ; Two detainees were held -s suspacted black marketers and turned over to the i o
. i |
> 3 : >
i i Vietnamese National Police for disposition. ; C
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Two five inch rockets are fired from the "Rocket Boat" into a known Viet
Cong staging area in the lMekong Delta. This unusual craft represents
another ane of the varied mathods used to interdict VC infiltration into

the area.
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3 and -opulation control dzcreased considerably during the month of H

v

September as the tempo increased in other operational zreas. unly

[y

4,839 two-hoat P33l natrols were conducted while 19,36l inspections

and 29,036 boardings were recorded for the month. .n average of

re mase Cramn o

206 P2R's were assigned to the various operations during the month,

o .

¢ Of these 151 were actively engaged in Sza LUiDS campaigns, 20 with

™

Clearwater, and the remainder in Game Jarden operations. at the

"ol ;

5"‘ ] close of the month, tne afloat bases supporting the boats were lo-
=

- F cated as follows: USS GARRETT CUUNTY (LST-786) near Song Ong Doc
. F

3 (VR-750010); USS HARNETT COUNTY (LS?-821) serving the Rach Gia and

Search Turn areas (V¥S-775091); USS HUNTERDON COUNTY (LST 838) on

the Vinh Thuy canal (VS-368408); TYBM 16 Southeast of Chau Doc

’
IR
r

TR
[

on the Bassac River (i/S-142845); YRSM 21 serving the upper Mekong

L S e e i 4
.

(95-392895); USS KRISHNA (ARL-3R) near long Xuyen on the Bassac

(X5-415420) ; Mobile Base II on the Vam Co Tay at Tan .in; and USS

et dbma bt 2 n sy it hm by dwamh  Aveites fe ki e

E:I;.l' BilE4AH (APB 35) near the mouth of the Vam Co River (S-820570)

b:: airborne assets of Task Force 116 totalled 29 UH-1B heli-

h ' copters and thirteen (13) 0Y-10 Sroncos which were deployed as

;;'! ' follews: HA(L)-3, Det 1 (2 helos) aboard the WINDOH COUNTY; Det 2
:l_- (4 helos) at ¥ha Be; Det 3 (2 helos) aboard the HUKTERIDUN COUNTY;

) Det 4 (2 helos) at Ben Luc; Det 5 (2 helos) aboard YRR 16; Det 6
i;_ 1 } _ (2 h2los) aboard the GaRRBTT COUNTY; Det 7 (2 helos) at Tay Ninh;
“ Det 8 (2 helos) aboard the HARKETT COUNTY; Det 9 (2 helos) aboard
:'-"' ‘ the YR®#-21; and a maintainance pool of 9 helos at Ben Thuy. VAL 4,
gj_-': Det a ( 5 UV-10A's) was operating out of the VNAP base at Ben Thuy,
;! Det 3 (5 07-10A's) was at Vung Tau; and a maintainance pool of 3
pL‘ , 79 CCIFDET
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Black Ponies were at inh Thuy.

although none of the thirtcen aircraft assigned to 7al-L units
were actually assigned under the operational control of Sin LUtDS
units, they responded to numerous calls for overhead cover and emer-
gency support of daily operations throughout the entire 3rd and 4th
CTZ. TF 116 aircraft accumulated over 1840 flight hours which rep-
resented 8,5 combat missions as well as daily surveillance patrols.
A breakdown of the combat missions follows:

(Game Warden/ Sez Lords Operations)

Pre-planned rteaction Targets of Support
Strikes Strikes Opportunity Missions
Ult-1Bs 139 91 171 197
OV-10As 13 31 130 3

On 6 September 1569, Commander M.S. SCHUMAN, USN relieved Com-
nander G.L. #INANS, USN as Commanding Officer of VAL-4 at Binh Thuy,

Also on 6 September, LY T.W. FRENZINGER, USN relieved LT C.Pe
MSTZLER, USN as Coxzmander, River Division 553; LT T.d. LOPEZ, USH
relieved LT F.J. SMITH, I1I, USN as Commander, River Division 153;
and LCDR /.B. LESTZR,Jr., USN relieved LCDR D.W. STREY, USK as
officer in Charge, HA{L)-3, Detachment 8,

On 29 September, LT R.J. CARLSON,USN relived LT N.T. CaMP, USN
as Commander, River Division 511.

On 30 September, LCDR J.T. HOCK, USN, relieved LCDR E.J. DENNIS,
USN, as (ommander, River Squadron 51; ICDR J.A. BUTTZHFIELD, USN,
relieved LCDR D.J. FLUiKO, USHN as 0-in-C, VAL-4, Det B at Ving Tau;

and ICDR R.H. BALLARD, USN relieved LCDR A.D. SCHaUnR, USN as O-in-C
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B 3 3 VAL-4, Det A at Zinh Thuy. : ]

E ; P

o F AT1 Robert J. AiNULD, USK, and ATN3 Stephen a. JUHWNSUN, USH of : ¢
a5 ! “

& | ¥ HA(L)~3 Detachment 8 on board USS HARNSIT CUUNTY, were drowned when g
r . . . :

- b, ] .
: 9 j the helicopter on which they were crewmen flew into the water on a i
3 | ]
:~ : ; . night takeoff on 15 September 1969, '
L. 3 On 20 September, ENC George 4. SL#&R, Jr., USK, and ENFN i
> ¢ 3 ' g
, E #illiam Y. FLYNN, USN, of River Division 543 drowned when they were 1
1 [ ; thrown into the water of Cua Viet harbor when the Boston shaler in E::

] which they were riding went oul of control, 3
7 .j
! 3 3
e ] GAME WARDEN OPERATIUNS Q
n : d
E{ 1 The important objectives of the river patrol forces are to con- ) u
. duct river patrols, enforce curfews, inshore surveillance, visit and .;
b search to prevent enemy infiltration, movement and resupply efforts o
A 3 T
SO \ within the Game Jarden tactical area of responsibility. These ob- {
\: 3 i ‘3
", Jectives have been ridgidly pursued without adverse affects to the Rk
; . K
& i transition and Vietnamization programs. A significant decrease in the 3
2 W
:.! nunber of merchant ship attacks has been noted since intensified ]
-~ Joint force operations were instituted. The level of joint USH/VNN/ 5
) ARVN/EP/PF small units operations in the BSSZ have been steadily in- ":
= creased and the results are gratifying, Seawolf and Bl&ck Pony re- l

[ 5
- sponse to emergency support throughout the 3rd and Ath Coastal Bones !
:_ has permitted PER units to quickly reduce sizable odds when un~ 5
F';:" f expectedly ambushed on patrol by VC parties employing automatic and "
- .‘3
T : recoilless weapons. The strategic locatim of units of helicontere i
- and OV-10s permit reaction within five minutes asi these aircraft :
.‘h' y ‘,
i A have established an enviable record of enmy killed, structures i
i 81 CCHFIDENTIAL 3‘
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destroyed, and eney wWotercrzft in close combat support of P3i's

and friendly troons. The following incident reports illustrate

the combat operation and the tighly effective teouwork employed

by the elesients of Task Torce [16. .

:1 -
] Shortly after noon on the first day of September, slack Ponies

U

3 1C6 and 113 were engayed in catrolling # sector sbout five miles

.
v et 1t

noctheast of Phong Hiep ((R-37788L) where, less than an hLour before,
acproximately 80 VC were sifgited, Several VC were spotted attempting

to take cover in the treelina but the Broncos attacked and killed

VINPRPIL e

s
L.

fifteen of the enemy. Although licht =mall arms fire was returned

from the ground, no injuries or damage was su .ained by the air- .

.”
2L

e vbre o tmn ad s oo s
. .
P ER RS I PN,

craft. In addition to the x3ils one airstrike accounted for one

>

structure destroyed and a second badly damaged,

In the afternoon of 3 Ssptember, a pair of Seawolves were
cleared to strike a group of VC observed in the process of crossing

a canal 2bout ten miles soutZeast of Can Tho (WR-895996). aitomatic

LAWY

weapons fire was received ani suppressed as the gunships attacked,

RPN
D
PR

destroting five sampzns and Xlling ten VC,

P RPN O S A M |

: o
E:‘ ; On the Saigon Wiver abait 20 wiles northwest of Phu Cuong in »
. Jinh Muong Province {XT-553332), P™R's 752 and 843 were in water-
3 borne guardpost position the night of § September, when 20-30 . i
: 3 <1
;» swinmners were spotted attemsiing a crossing within 100 meters of _~
f the boats, Aafter closing tre distance, the PER's engaged the eneny. !7
>, : 1
s ! The action resulted in 5 VC XA (body count), 3 VC KIA (probable), :
;- '
i ! and 2 CHICH grenades, 750 1¥s of rice, one US .45 caliber pistol, P
h : o
e i . . "
i i 1 1b. of documents, medical supplies, 2 M-26 grenades, 2 flash- i
N i
" ! . . IR
< i lights, web gear, and various personal gear captured, after setting : -:
_?;: ; CEIrIINTIAL 6e R
} ' i ) :
i .
3 3 B
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waterborne guardpost again, shortly after midnight and just below :

]
oy,

\k Ol a 'y
»

0
)

the previous location (AT-545352) , seven more enemy swimmers were
:1 discovered and killed before they could escape.

i i Two Broncos wers scrambled on 9 September to place a strike
in support of ground troops in the vicinity of Sa Dec (WS-894400). }
A ground sweep following the alr strike disclosed & 20 bed hospital,

three bunkers, and a large conference room destroyed and 6 VC killed, !
Again on 9 September, a peir of Black Pony {0V-10) were cleared

PAarh = TR

. . O Bl Sl R

KRN P AR
— : MRS

T

B "

+

to strike in support of troops ambushed in the area about 18 miles
southwest ¢ Chau Doc (VS~903584). Light autoustic fire was received

sterile cotten, two green fatigue undferns, ons package of peni-

e

- : .
:; i and suppressed by the aircraft who were later credited with 10 VC ‘I,
b ‘ At 1150 on 9 September , two PER's patrolling the Long Tau 3
f,'::.' é River just southeast of Xhe Bs (X3-930780), stopped and sezrched 5
: : a Vietnazese junk and discoverinéd the following: 30 hypo syringes, 'i
.:,- L5 hypo needles, 15 hospital coats, 15 sterile dreecings, 1 Bag of -j
s
!

cillin tablets, 1 bettery charger, one complete inventory listing

]
1.8

v
¢
P

of FX items available at Tuy Hoa AFB, 2 X~ray filus, and § bag

13

= i

:_- 3 of unimown type powder, The jJurk snd six Vistnamzse males were
3_—' r detained and turned over to VE authorities, ;
f 5 During early svening hours on 15 Septembor, a group of eight :l
'E : PBER's ware transiting the Thi Tinh River about five miles porth of 15
“. ; _ Pim Cuong (X?-758242), enroute to extrect a cczmany of 82nd aire j
:: : borne troops when an enexy sempan was sighted evading into a small i
'\: . sids canal, The two lead PER's pursued a short distance only to ;
;::' discover that the sampsn hod been vacated, The PEA's imsodiately j
¢ 8 CONFIDENTIAL
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‘.: came ander heavy sulonstic weapon fire fronm the shoreline and sus— :
o ¥ :
s tained numerous bullet holes and shrapnel damage before they were 5
- ;
able to withdraw, The ;"3i's returned fire, reconned the shoreline 3

and continued on their mission, successfully extracting the troops. .

M. 2 A ha 2 einA

- enawa iy

SRR B R o)

18]

1 VEX and 1 YHN were seriously 'sunded tiuo USN and one VRN slightly

’

' . - ‘ ’
O b ]

.

NPT T TR LT R h |

wounded during the firefight, One 7 was killed as he attempted

e s i o
)

:_ 3 ’ to =scape,

r-! “ About mid-day on 16 Jeptember, foilowing a ground sweep, a i
E". 3 E tean of :E'E,QLS/FRU'S revealed 1& bunkers, 12 structures destroyed, :
: _‘ one 5l{-type CH1CJi curbine, 12 CHICX: grenades, 1 US.45 cal.pistol
L} two typewriters, 26 3-50 explosives charges, 1 saupan, 1 medical r ‘
__g ; kit, 2 electrical firing assembiies, 100 feet of firing wire, two b !
g 3 kilos of documents and five kilos of clothing captured. Following },

the ground sweep, additional Mavy IHFT relieved their fellow airmen

T
s

on station and sighted a group of eneny evading. They were taken under

Vo o ~ ) SN0 SN,

'.‘:f: 2 : fire,one wounded, two killed by aircraft fire, and three VC were listed

::i: ‘ as probable kills. Regional Forces inserted by PBR's then commenced U
A : ;
r‘ B a broad sweep to the northeast as Navy Seawolves continued to pro- i ;
{'.! ; vide overhead cover. .fter obtaining negative results on the sweep, ¢ i
_- g; the S.AL/PRU teams ere extracted by whaler and the RP by PBR's ‘?
"' , as ad-.liti..onal strikes were laid in by Navy Black Ponies, Two bunkers - 1
E-; { ‘ Were Jamaged and 3 bunkers plus 7 miscellaneousstructures were des-
E ! : troyed with no friendly casualties.
E:- ~g2in on 16 Leptember, a pair of Seawolves were cleared to strike :
:::' 1 an estimeled company of VC spotted along a canal just north of the a
f:q : entrance to the rassac Aiver (At-375650). One strike was placed along .

. 3 :
;::' H the canal during which 6 sampans were badly damaged. Two more strikes <
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placed in the surrounding area accounted for the destruction of 48
structures, and 14 ¥C killed (4 body countj.

On a seramble three to aid ground troops heavily engaged in the
southwest sector of Xien Giang Province (VR-502797) late in the after-
noon of 20 September, Navy Bronecos 106 and 113 met with heavy auto-
matic weapons fire from the ground., As strikes were placed on two
evading sampans, one Black Pony sustained a .30 caliber hit in the
nose section, slightly dameging his hydraulic system, The saxzpans were
destroyed, killing five VC, and eight structurés were destroyed and
6 more damaged before the Black Pordes returned to base,

During a two boat PER waterborne guardpost watch shortly after
midnight on 22 September, 25 VC swizzmers were spotted about 8 miles
southeast of Dau Tieng (XT-554351) on the Saigon River, The PER's
closed and opsned fire as light sutomatic weegon fire was returned
froa the river banks, All 25 swirewars wers killed and 14 bags of clot-
ing, ! 1b. of docuzents, 1 CHICG{ grensde, 1 ¥-25 grenads, 1 AK<4?
with magazine, gssorted medical supplies, and & small quantity of
food was captured, )

The follewing evening at almost the saws location (XT-553352)
two PER's transiting to night WBG® sighted five more VC sximmers Iin
the water, They were takon under fire &xd killed, Thres other PRR's
a short distance bshind provided assistance and reconned the river
barks recovering four packs, ithin an hour ths three PER's cleared
the arsa while the original PER patrol set 123 just east of where
the sxdrsors had beon killed, MNine more swimmers were soon delected
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F T and iilled. .fter recorning Lhe banks with additional fire, the ; a

t-: 3 ’ final tally showed 14 VC k.lled in action (body count; ani a ‘

ﬁ:: 3 guantity of £r3d ard weipons captured. ¢

; 3 i thirc mdjor swimmer incident occured on the evenins of 22 . : i

) ‘ jeptember about 5 miles southeast of Us :au Tieng {XT-535362) when

;. tkree P3i's sighted 17 VC eporoxinat:ly 35 meters from their bosts ) \:

2 ; R )

. 3 in the water. the P3i's broke guard post and took tie ssi-mers q

;e! under fire killing ail 17. They then proceeded to carture 7 packs,” !

- t

N ] 1201%s of rice, sssorted clothing, and a smzll quantity of medical 4

- supplies,

g ! 3

j GAMS InRDsi! Spnl JPiataTLONS . i

5:: : It is well recognized that the element of surprise can be used :’

"’_* against the enemy with inordinate success. Through the vsce of well iy

}' trained 34,15 employed in many covert onerations throughcut the Game -

3 darden xJ, immeasurable success has Leen experienczed in collection !

of intelligence and restriction of the establishment of peraanent VC

! headguarters positions. ‘The fiexability of SiaL team insertion op- -j:

rations, permits quickly nlanned ond quickly executed missions i

which disrupt unknown numbers of enewyy operations. 35.aLS frequently g

react to intelligence data collected by other sources anc conduct -

routine scouting and familiarization patrols as well. The following ’ K

incidents portray the SEALS in action: i

J ' =

3 ‘hile enroute from Quang .uyen to Iha Be b Jhaler Garing the : "

afternoon of 8 Jeptember, 3 Se.ls and one LUNN were fires on by 3 ! >

YC in 8 saupan transiting east on Moung Iong Canal (XS 937738) ¥
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& toward the 5oi wao dver. The ..uls returned their firce but failed

to kiil the YC. fFrvever, one wus captured and turned over to the RSSZ

C et e

; Frovincial xecon Unit, .
E t
i . Acting on inteiligence collected by PAU persommel, six lavy :

SZALs and 12 PRUs departed Mha Se by LSSN/hzler on the morning
of 16 September. Threy were inserted at YS 154776 about 15 miles

east of Kbha Be ord patrolled stopoing ‘us* cutside a VC camp. Tncn

hearing a number of msle and female voices, the patrol changed their :.' e
position ard cailed in Seawolves to place strikes on the camp. The _:
patrol then proceeded into the camp sti.l receiving light automatic ' -4
wezpons fire, They pursued the fleeing VC and returned their fire. ; _______.1
: ©pon & search of .he sres, 18 punkers and 12 structures were dis- ? - ﬂ
covered, The base camp wzs beleived to be the political head- ‘ .-’;j
é guarters of the Viet Cong sapper organization. The team was extracted " E
; o

by iSSC and returned to #ha Be at 1700 that evening. Four VC were

reported killed by aireraft, and a leter report by a captured VC

P e en s cbese

prisoner idicated that one female medic and another unidentified

3 maie were wounded as the SiaLs closed ir on the camp. One SKS

. carbine , one .45 caliber (U>; pistol, 12 CHIG(# grenades, 26
3-50 explosive charges , and miscellaneous documents and equip-

ment were captured.

On 23 September, 6 $34Ls, 11 PRUs and one Y¥oi Chanh departed

#ra Be by Slick and inserted about 12 rriles east of Nha Be Naval Base.

whe M e N

“hey patrolled to the northeast with part of the tean dropping off
to occupy a Pagoda rains. he remainder of the element continued

: on about 200 meters to the east toward suspected enemy activity.

At about 1635, a number of YC entered the pagoda and were irmed-
£7 CT.FDaTIAL
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g jately taken under fire by the awvaiting otals. The VC fled to the g :q
B H K
3 8 north into thick wrods but Havy ILHFTs and O¥-10s were caliled in to : @
- 3 : : 4
3 3 olace striles in the srea. Following tle air strikes, a sweep was : 3;1
. £
_ made by the 534L/FRUs; one prisoner ‘szs taken captive along with two . ; i
3 e ¢ ]
3 n¥=47 ~eapons, ond nunerous »lvod trails were found, Total enemy 3
L -
.casualties were 6 YC killed (1 body count), 1 YC wounded and one : 3
. e
" captured. There were no friendly casualties. j
»
- NN HailtasSILaNT /ATTACKS ON MiHCHANT SHIPPING %
- 3
\:' i There was only one attack recorded for the month of Sevtember ;;
- ; &
- { on merchant shipping. On 5 September the USS TitaNSCULuradV was S
3 4
»! : attacked with six B-40 rockets while transiting the Long Tau River Q
L - g : - .
~. toward Saigon just below Wha Be (XS 987782). a Vietnamese LSSL : _g
. ‘ 4
-, . reconned the surrounding area with fire until a sweep could be
. H 4
. 3
".‘ : nade but results proved negative. Kine of the rockets hit the ;j
> i
g i vessal and nd> danage was sustained. g
‘ . &
~ i
I ‘ Tadit_FORCE CLenJATIR -!
,
{ Tyrhoen DRIS moved up the coast of South Vietnam and went inland

n=ar the DiZ at about 1130 on 2 September 1569, Patrols on the Per-
fume and Cua 7iet Rivers were secured when weather deteriorated to

an unsafe level for patrol boats. Llogistic traffic in the rivers

W) EPalh N R LAY
-'Ar[‘-'.'o'p’.'.',

stopped also, MSB-1 at Tan My drazged it's mooring to within 100

SVLDLPLPT ) L WA IOURIIN £ BN IIYS

>

» feet of the UK barge cenmplex. One AMX barge broke loose and scrap-

- : i

\ € . ped a PGS moored to !MSB-1. Four PBRs received minor hull damage {

; i 3
. i . . H

" : while roored but all remained operational and later resumed regular i j.;

- ) ; ]

- { patrols in the Hue area. Fatrol boats at Cua Viet were berthed in : 3
. : a newly dredged lagoon and escaped hull dagage. une huil was : 4
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cracked hefore movin: into the lagoon +nd two radomes were carried
away by hi-h winds. .xtensive danage was caused to other water
craft in the storm area and Naval Support activity .anang. Cua

Yiet suffere! wminor wind and water da-ase, .1l Hue itiver Security

Group and Pt patrols were back to nor=al operations within 48 hours.

s peed ogn s ez 4 et

Various MICAP and ifinl MuoCAP -issions were accomplished

< %

L

PR

throughout the Hue and Dong Ha River locales during oeptember by

R

PoR crews supervised by USN Corpsmen and Sa Medics with highly

I

>y,
A,

favorable results, un one visit to in Gia Mamlet, 75 medical patients

2

(41
",
PR TPV I I

were treated, hygiene leaflets were distributed along with 75 bars of

L soap, and two Jietnanese civilians were Medivaced to Dong Ha civilian

-
rmmat v arnt o n %

3 hospital by the crew.

: ] On the morning of 20 September, tkree PEH's from kiver :Jivision

i i 543 were rzlzased froa Clearwater control at Cua Viet to participste

§ ! in a tavigational Probe of the Cua Dai/oi An River complex under -

3 1

{ ; the operational control of GIG 115.1. The operation is expected

4 i

to be comnleted about 4 October,

i :

. { ¢

: :
l-- :
l'.\ r g
:;:' ., i '
h;\ 3 1
) :

& CCiDITTAL




'{I’A TWRATRATAIA DI IO DR ORTRIRIA S TG Al d AL L TV e LKL . W WE AL g
. R P . S PR I P LIS R T RN SEN, QU AL B S0 SUER W LS4 Sl a8 S Te10 A0 PRl Sl B3 W Ty W ¥ s Vo N 52

i bt ) e el g 3 _
TR TR N TR PP SR A
N - ‘ LA o kel

CONF10KTi.L ( when filled in)

UsH STERISTICAL SUMIIAIY

DN Qeipity e
BAGATCIEI —

N
s" E Z
; % : MARKET T1Mi GuMe JAHDEN :
by > ¢
mE i Detections 59,911 109,364 .
3 : Inspections . 2,113 30,991
583 E Boardings 14,424 23,036
Lk Craft Detained 236 13 -, .
L E g Fersons Detained 1364, 125 .
< ¥ § ‘Jiet Cong Suspects 32 1 !
Ay ; Hostile Fire Incidents 18
-t 4 Enemy Casualties
£ § a. Killed 118(79 8C 39 Prob) 77 BC 116 Prob
<k ; b. founded 27 FA X
SR : c. Captured 18 1 ;
< 8 ] USN Casualties . § ‘
. | ; a. Killed 2( 1 USN 1 USCG) 0 i
‘B3 1 - b. .Jounded 11 6 ¢
= | 3 ¢. Captured 0 0 g
3 E 3 d. lMissing 0 0 !
\ Enemy Material Losses P
- a. Destroyed O
-} 1 (1) Junks or Sampans N 29 i
- 4 (2) Structures 333 131 .
B b. Csptured: . PR
" (1) Junks or Sampans * 3 FOE
Pk, (2) :leapons # 127 i #
- F . (3) frmunition (rounds) * 252 : L
A 1. (4) Rice (tonsj * 1.3 FRRY
- b : . c. Damaged: . ¢ M
Yk | {1) Junks or Sampans 8 9 PoE
: (2) Structures 212 76 v R
- USN Material Losses: §
- . a. Destroyed: 14
o X (1) Surface Craft 9 0 -
r (2) Helicopters 0 o
- 3 b, Danaged: -
;1 S . (1) Surface Craft 6 *
L (2) Helicopters 1 * .
E 5AR Missions 2 #* .
X Remarks: !
) N |
b} 1 # Information not available or not applicable |
3 3 t
) 3 {
i: GROUP & Enclosure 2 Py
3 fowngraded at 3 year intervals N
3 Declasaified after 12 years e CUNFIDENTIAL i S
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FLERT COMMAKD

Thare wvers ninetsen Market Iime stations patrolled dy Fleet :
Coomand wnits (inelnding PCP's/dPB!s) in September. Search and }
i

. N RN
PO BT TR TR CTAL W TN AR A4 Wl

;’ detainmcnt figures fell to the pre-dugnst level with 4099 Juks
% 3 and 12,114 people searched and two pecple detained, . ) i
3 .
.. ) Flest Command mnits fired a total of 41 NGPS aiscions &uring

3

the month, Since the majority of these wre harazmment and interdiction
operations, tae gm damage sssesmment s genarally wmknown, How-
ever, a direst call for fire was received by LSIL 329 on the evening

Mgt o APL 1
g

- E .
3 3 of 9 Septamber, An cizarvation post near Ten Chau en the Tpper :
-‘ ;

Kekong River spotted tizaty Tounds of 3-1nsh/50 inte the suspected
3 < VC locatisus (¥S185945 and WS125990). Tae mission was ocasldered ‘
very sadosseful as ths YO were routed,’

3 Einegwsepers of FAG 91 recovared tea feet of electrieal wire
g i at the end of oos patrol of the Dong Fal Pivwr (X3295695 to YI020020).

_ RIVZ2 PATROL GROTPFS 51 ARD 52
e b ‘ Routine day and might petrols of the long Teu shipping chemmels
Yk and oparaticna in the ESSZ vare contiwned 1a Septeber by the VEN
5

! : PER's of RYG 51 and 52. The gemaral cemntry vide Irll wes apparext
i ; in the PER opersticos as the VEN reported enly one izeident in whish
E oy inflicted casurliies on the emawy. There were me VXU or 0S8
advisor eamumlties as a result of IR operations, Feowvever, e

i
-
Mdalate

SR TAR

& ] 7 Saptexber ene aulisied sdviser to KPG 51 was killed and eme wmas
A
i ] 9 CONPIDENTIAL
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seriously wounded when they were anbushed as they traveled south on -
the road to Cat lai (£29209/0). Shortly after twrning off the Bien .

L R T e SO g Y o)

Hoa highway onto the Cat lai road the jeep and its two ocoupants were
shovered by the shrapnel of a detonated ¢laymore mine. The ons man,
IC1 J. 4. Sampers, USN, was knocked out of the jeep and illed.

L 1o S

Another fifty meters down the road the jeep was hit by two B~41

.
i S s
el adisiianig:

rockots and subsequently knocked off the road into a upside down.

g position in a rice paddy. After amall arms fire directed at the jeep
:1 had stopped, the wounded and unarmed driver, EN3 A. R. Joslin, USN ,
began to ook for his fellow advisor. He was soon overtaken and '
1 shot twice at closs rangs by three VC who advanced towards him, !

After the VC had stripped hin of his valuables and left him for dead, :
EN3 Joslin, seriously wounded, crawled to a VN aid staticn about

500 meters from the wrecked and burning jesp, An immsdiate swesp of
the general area by VH rangers failed to locate the evading VC,

L£e

Three VEN PER?'s of RPG 51 were patrolling the Dong Xei River

A

ten niles east of Salgon (¥5056920) on the morning of 21 Ssptember

J vhen thesy halled two suspicious looking sawpans, Ignoring the

' commnd the sampans evadsd into the Rach Nuoc Trong. The PER sailers
requested air support and then proceeded after the sarpens. During

K the action that followed two VC were captured, three VC wers killed
(two by the Long Binh air support), and two eampans were gutted.

B e an,

COASTAL JURK FORCES

At the end of the month there wers 226 junks assigned to the . !
; Coastal Junk Groups of all fouwr Coastal Zones. During the month an |
I .;1."._'-.‘" \_-.*—_-.\~‘- et -fn'-‘:'-'_,?.‘ '.'-"-,' ',"‘,‘_:“C“‘::':‘f:g,\:@-:;{:’_;\\ LA 7
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average of 169.5 units were opsrational and 165.5 were ewployed,
¥hile performing surveillancs operations the junks searched 59,626
Junks and 190,094 people. They detained 127 junks and 516 people.
The ssarch figures ware ocomparable to July and August but the
detaineant statistics wers lower partiocularly in the Second Coastal

© A seas OF Aere bt

R L

Zotns,
- First Coastal Zone
Just prior to midnight on 4 Septeader VNN personmuel in a night
1 obsarmation post oza and one half xiles cast of Hoi An (BT167533)
3
1 detectod and fired upon a lone VG sazran. Three VC were killed

) Analuding & ferale VO officiel of Xuyea Lang Bsfuzes Village.

Yerious VC and BVN psyops pepers and nirs grezades were also
cozfipsatids The captured sampan and fishing equipment vere presented
40 the loecel village, The particular stretch of the Cua Dei river,
whors the sazpen was sighted has besa reported ¢o gontain a ¥C ocano-
1iaison route that crossed the river,

P VY

Ioexy vaits ¢elivared a deadly blew on the evening of 16 Sspleme
ber when o Intula Juks of CGl4 wers xined end sunk near the mouth
of tho Cus Dat Rivcr (BT206553)s Tks two Yabuta junks were lashed
togotiue bocauss of engins fuallure ef cus of the crafi, They were
prooseding at a vary slov spoed whm a aingle dstomation occurred
] . bykeeen the slerms of the two vosesls. The fores of the sxplesion
! ecal tho tiro jmiks to the bottan of tha rive?, killed three sallers,
: : and wounded four others. Two days later, om 18 Septasber, Vietannsse

-4 ! : CONFLUENT. \L
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fishernen recovered a £ifty pound pressure influence mine in the
same vicinity (BT193552)e This was the first instance of a pressure

influence mine-on the Cua Dai River, This occurrence coupled with

the suscesaful mining of the two Yabula junks lent credence to the

seversl low level intelligence reports of water sapper mmits in the

"area. On 19 September CGl) personnel discovered two more VC mines

CMme ey At ek,

couposed of eight inch and three inch projectiles, and one ]..05-

projectile.

Sscond Coastal Zone

Eaeny action in the Second Coastal Zons was very limited with

the rmajority of the coasial group operations emphasizing the PSYORS
effort. Tour -<*ie< up the coast from FPhan Thiet (BN122196) on

PP RSN

45 Septembar one platoon and thres junks of CG28 and one local RF

ou b axpiTa

company cerried out a cordon and eszrch operation that resuited in

the destruction of five shelters, two wvells, one pimjl ateks f£ield,

and one nine field,

Eighiy miles north of Cam Renh Pay (CRO18645-CRO55626-CROTO543)
CG21 units and one ROK coxpany jJoined forces to ccnduct Operation

KT HOA 21/108/69 on 9-10 Ssptexher. Although the Korean statiatics

of darage and enexy casualties were unimown, the VEN raported that
they bad destroysd two ensry junks end thres eneay shelters,

Tdird Coastal Zone

The employuent of the coastal groups on the major rivers in the
Third Coastal Zons continued to rsrresent the bulk of the VEN contaot

CONFIDENTIAL
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H
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H
H
H

with the enexy ia their respective areas of operation, The Dung
Igland complex situsted at the mouth of the lower Mekong River was
the soene of the most significant incidents in terms of damage

inflicted upon the ensny by the YEN,

1 P8 1 L S S B

Tuwcamd ¥y

D

Cne sxcepiio to the [revious statement wes the recovery of a
330 porad floatizg mine by CG35 uxnits that were in blocking peaitions
tireo xiles esst of Tra Vizh on the Co Chisn Biver on 7 September
(XR532982 to IRS50970 ).

On the rorning of 16 Seplesdsr a VC medic Chisu Holed ¢o CG3%
wmits at the porihern end of the Ixmg Island oomplex and approxie
mately twenty five riles southeast of Can Tho (3R193773). The ¥
msdic stated that disillusionzest with the ¥C was the reeson e
turaed himsslf over fo the CG35 wnits. Iwo days later another VG
guerTilla rellisd to tho VAN at tha CG36 base (XR2007.0). The YO
guezerilia eald (=t ho was afraid of the YO operations.

Coastal Gromp 36 mits 4n night positions adjacent to the sowth
western gido of Dimg Islend, thirly ziles southeast of Can Tho em
17-18 Septeaber detectod ons saxpan crosszing the Hakong River from
vest o east (X23675), When the supan attexpted to evade, it
vas taken mder fire, In ths acticu that folloved cme VC vas killed
and one VG , oms sexpan, four carbinss, and one hundred rownds of
soemmition were captured,

CONFIDENTIAL .
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Pourth Coastal Zone
The 57 junks assigned to the forr Coastal Groups in Septesber
condusted Market Time and river patrols, logistic 1ifts, andbase
defenss operations from SEA FLOAT at 01d Mam Can, Ha Tien, Rach Gia,
An Thoi, and Hon Tre Island, Two junks and sixteen raider troops of
CG44 participated in Operation NHAT TAO 44/04/69 eleven miles north-
east of Ha Tien (VS600635) on the Rach Glang Thanh on 20-21 Septem-

" o T e
PR TRV DS VOIS UIITY SRR T

ber, Enenxy countact was established vhich resulted in three W killed
and one wounded, One VNN was killed, cns VNN was vounded, and one
»30 cal, machine gun was damaged, Ilater information obtained from

the people of Giang Thanh indicated that the VC had thirteen killed
and four womnded but they were all carried into Cambodia, (See
discussion of Border Interdiction Campeign within Opsration SEA

LORDS Summary and discussion of SEL FLOAT in Coastal Surveillanse

P ARG VTR L R ] 4 e R 10

Yoros Sumary for further details,)

Third and Fourth Riverine River Assault Groups
The 164 riverine craft assigned to the River Assault Groups
(RiG?s) condusted a total of 2135 river patrols and 1075 amphibious
asseults in the Third and FPourth Riverine areas. In eddition to the
river patrols and the amphibicus assaults the RAG eraft were exployed
in logistic 1ifts, escort duiles, PSYOPS and Civic Action operati-ms.

Riverins craft of RAG 24 were patrolling a ssction of the Upper
Seigon River minetesn miles north-northwest of Saigon from 8 to
10 September {from XT670276 to XT676230). About an hour before mid-

night on 8 September noise of aprroaching persomnal was detectsd by
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CONF1DENTIAL

the guards. The VEN boats sprayed tha suspected srea of the enexy
aovements with .30 and .50 cal. machine gun fire, A day 1ight swept
of the same area revealed blood trails, two Chinese rifles, forty-
four rounds of asunition, cne carbine, ono £l mortar rownd, and

ons knife, later in the day the patrol recovered one sampan and one
U.S. Selxet and destroyed cne eneuy bunker. At spproximately 0100

on the morning of 10 Septauber the security wmits sighted four Yo
nearing the RAG bcats (XT685224). The VNN opened fire with machine
guns, killing one VG and probably vounding another. With the errival
of 1ight the Vil transited to Phu Cucsg vithout incident,

After receiving orders from the Iong An sector, tho main force
of RAG 22 moved on 18 Soptmbertomwhnﬁnﬁha southeast
of Ben Lua on the Van Co Dong (X5665675) in order to provide opera-
tional and logisiical support for units of the 25th ARVN Division
located in the area. Rharpatrolathracmnﬁstmsmﬂhmdaonﬁ
of An mt Tan wers also included in their responsitilities,

The enexy was soon to volce his displeasure tovard the arrinl
of the RAG's, Early on the morning of 20 Septexber the ARV conporad
and BAG 22 boats at An Fhut Tan were attacked by an estinsted VO
squad vhich was armed vith B-40 rockets and 8lxm orters. The ARV
and RAG forces returped fire for spproxirately fifteen mirutes, At
dawn the force tncoversd five dead VO and several blood trails, Near
thoeﬂotﬁamﬁaﬂ&ptnbumanmumm
&wring a supply rm for Ben Ius to An Fhat Tan (35626733)s The fire
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was retwrned with unknown results and RAG casumalties were limited -

AR T TR 38 A e e o

'"3 %o cne VEN womnded.
9 E
] In the Fourth Riverine Area RAG 23/31 boats vers patrolling :
the Mang Thit Caml enronte to Mang Thit oo 3 Septezber vhen they
vere fired upon from the south bank (XS 200190) by an estimated VO . t
: platoon equipped with B~40 rockets, smmall arms and autoratic weapons. o
F ': At the initlation of the ambush the VC found their mark on the VNN
: ] nonitor with two B-40 rockets that killed one sailor and wounded
: two otheras, The convoy of BAG craft answered the VC challenge
s with 8lmm morter, 20mm and 4C0em, and .30 cal, and ,50 cal, amsuni-
3 I tion, The RAG 31 advisor requested helo gymship but they were unable .
to cox=d to the assistanss because of the inclement weather conditions,
- Howover, Black Pony aircraft and artillery suppart was received :
1 2ifteen xdnutes after the contact was broken off,
i Iator in the month RAG 21/33 was supporiing elemsnts of the
N 10th ARVH Division sontheast of Ben Tre, On the afternocn of 14 Septem-
; ber seven RAG 21/33 units had extracted four ARVN companies and were
*E: é returning to the H am luong ferry landing, Sesven rdles south of Bea
i Tro (15550190 to XS520220) the convoy began ressiving automatis ]
l 1 veapons fire, B-40 rockets, and recoilless rifls fire, The fire was
}* returned and artillery was spotted into the enesy poaitlons. Arriving .
X at the ferry landing Just southwest of Ben Tre (IS480301), RAG 21/33
gv' : ‘ had pustained B-40 Tocket end 57m recoilless rifle hits to one ' I
: ICVP, cne FCOM, and ons ICU, Ho personrsl casnlties wers reported, |
CONFIDENTIAL % :
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CULF1LENTIAL

During the night of 18-19 September a small sampan approached
the RAG 25/29 units beached at Ca Man (WR168135). The sampan was
warnsd away by small arms fire. 3ased on intelligence reports
received from the commanding officer of the 11th RF Boat Company
and the suspicious movements of the sampan, the VAN boat officer

B A R TR et et e

had the RAG boats move to the 1lth BF Boat Company pier., The next

e

’ morning a diver searched the gereral area =nd recovered a fifty
pound mine under a tridgs that was set to be detonated arownd 1800

3 that day. The NILO at Ca Man indicated thet the mine was probebly

intended for the RAG units in view of the smll size and the locatdon

of the mine bstween tuo bridge plers,

River Aszault snd Interdiction Pivisions 70-75
Although the VKN RAID's had operzted with elements of the VNMC

eum e e e emsw

in the past, 1t was not uniil 1 Sepitezber that the Amphibions Task

! Force 211 (ATF 211) was reorganized to officially include both VEN

t RAID and VMG forces, The initial irtent of the Joint General Staff
(JGS) was to exploy all the elemants of the ATF ir tha I V Corps

Bt L g g G &

(YT TSR,
A

Tactical Zone nnder' the opsrational control of the 2lst ARVN Divialon,.
However, if this proposzl had been cacrried cut, RAID?'s 70 and 71 '

PEVRTTONPR

would have vacated their assignments in the Glant Slingshot operation.
It was finally doided that RAID's 70 and 71 (194.9.7.0 and 194.7.1 .

e s

respoctively and also ATG 211,1 waterborne wnit) would contine to

participate in Giant Slingskot operatlons from the beses at Tra Cu,

mare A e MrAd tred vt v

Ben Luc, and Tan An. The VG Third Infantry Battalion which had
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b;en ths landing force of ATG 211.1 stationed at Ben Luc was
dotached from the ATG on 8 Septexber and proceeded to Vi Thanb
(WB535827) for operations with ATG 211,3 in the Twin Rivers Area.
(See discussion of Glant Slingshot in SEA LOPDS Summery for further

Mot W ¢ A S, Sy ST ARNLR DA B S YOS B 8 0 2 B

b details of RAID's 70 and 71.) .
3 With the reorganization of the ATF on 8 September, the opera- o
’ tional units were assigned as follows:
7 Under the Opera-
3 Zogk Growp BRADD Klemony  Jeqding Eleont  Ylonal Control of
1 176 211,1  RaID 70,71 CTG 194,9
(Bsn o) (30 boats)
ATG 21,2 RAID 73 VNG 5th Battalion  2lst ARWN
_ {(Dong Tam) (18 boats) ;
SN ! N
- : ATG 211,2  RAID 72,%4,75 VG 1st, 3d 7th ARVE :
o ! (Tong Tam) (52 boats) Battelion (efter 10 Sep) _
3 ;
. The ATG 211.2 wvas assigned to carry out riverine assault opsrs-
> i tions in Fien Hoa Provincs (vicinity of Ben Tre, Dong Tam, ¥y Tho). :
;;:'_; [ i Tzite of the USH RAS 13 provided sn sdditfonsl 1ift capsbility for
(- ; the merines and VEY ISIL 226 wvas awilabls for XGPS, RAID 73 X
*; ! scpported the merines, condusted river patrols, and carried out base
180 . ’
“ [ 3 defenzs opsrations for the rexainder of the xonth without signifiesnt
Ny 3 action, (Ses dlscuselon of the VIMC 5th Battalion in the VMG
.:::: 3 ! Swrary for further details of ATG 211,2 operations,) )
o :
ol { Tho ATG 2113 arrived at Vi Thash (WR535827) on 10 Septesber
;'::: and begzn helo/riverine a asault opsrations in the Twin Rivers Ares )
S 3 of Ctmong Thien Provincs the following &y. Enawy resistance to the ;
s 5 . f
= | i
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arrival of the ATG vas evidenced throughout the month, The RAID

wnits vers axbushed six times and mined once suffering one VEK
ki1led, eixtesn wounded, and two mizsing in action and presumed
dead, The VNN were credited with at least fourtesn VC killed,
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A 3 The mining incident took place on 27 September just scuthwest of i

»- ; Dong HBoa {VR986764). The BAID 74 monitor HQ6529 was cruising the ’ ;
¢ ‘ Can Gao Canal when it vas struck in the stern by a vater mine of ,
‘-j 3 about 500 poundss The boat was izmediately beached with the ald of :
: b ] two ATCYs but 4t st11l sank to the bottom with about 80% of the :
2 8 hoat mder water, The force of the blast wounded five VEH and
p :
| | 7 killed on3 eivilian who was in a ssmpan nearby when the explosion :
p ‘ 5 cccurred, The VAW boat captein and enginecy were mot found, (See

r dleouscion of the VEMC 1st and 3rd Battalions in the VMG Swssary L
(| for further detalls of ATG 211.3.) L
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launching ceremonies for the prototyps araft of the first
60-Loet ferro-cemsnt jimk wsre held om 12 Septesber at the Vietmanses
Eavel Shipyard in Saigon. %he idea of using ferze-cement for mwl
ecustruotion was first tried 1n Burope durisg the atd ainetesntd
omtury. It wvas intredunssd to.tho Tietnanese Favy just four months
ags and ocozstrustien began alnost immediataly.

e sctual prescdure involved the pouring ef & mixture of
Portland oement, possolan, sand and water tirough a mesh of inmter-
wovea chicken wire which was anockored te a water-pipe framework,
he oczoat waa s2ooiled ovsr en both siéss of ths hull and them dap
cwred Zar tiros wecks, The work od tho Imll was finigh: ith twe
spplicaticns of cpoxy reain, Aftcr fitting out ths interior, and
$opoilds spacss, the eatire craft wms painted amd resdied for duty.

Ths zaw juek 1s smch stronger thaa ths ol4 models and repair
work in tha event of daxags vill be much essisc, EHandling has besm
inproved and enging vitration rvednsed, The 1ife cxpectansy of the
ferTo-csaent boat is rmeh lsngor et its earlier Sen weoden constar-
parte The wood iz sudjsct te warping, rotting end insect detericra~
tion tut s fszro-cenent is izparvicus te those elements,

¥hile adiing seven foel to the length and a4 feot to tae deam,
9 jwk wvas built in a tares moalh period wvith an overell saviage
of $5,000, Zxere was a sevings of §1,850 ia tho ferc-oement hall
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is presently under production at the Seigon VN shipysrd,
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In addition to the new junk, a £

alose, A reduction of 4,631 man-bours was realised in oonstructiem

tine over the Yabute junk.
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VIETIAHESE MARTHE GORPS

While operating exclusively in the Third and Fourth Corps

- Tactical Zones in September, the Vietnamese Marine Corps and their
. ’ U.S. Marine Corps advisors emoountered light to moderate fighting
vhich was highlighted by a Third Battalion action on 17-18 Septem-
ber which resulted in 37 VG killed and two VC captured. During the
entire month six infantry battalions were committed as followss

3 combat operations 57%, seourity operations 37%, and reserve status 9%.
'} The Vietnamese casualties wero oomparable to those of August with

. t

! . 29 marines killed (15 in August) and 102 marines wounded (79 in

( ; Avgust)s Enemy losses increased from 23 VC killed and 18 captured

] i in August %o 96 VO killed and 17 Vo captured in September, In the

past sovaral zonths the VXU have operated with VRN units, speoifically

the newly forzed RAID's, However, it was not wntil 1 September that
the Anphibious Task Force 211 (ATF 211) was formally aotivated and
placed under the operational control of the Joint Genaral Staff, The
opsratioral cxposition of ATF 211 at itfs inception was the followings

Tm [PRPVRPN VP YT P el iad

] ATF 211 Joint Staff: located at Dong Tam
ATG 211,1: VAN RAID 70 and 71 and the VEMC
Third Infantry Battalions located at Bea Ius

) ATG 211,2: VN RAID's 72 and 73, and the VRMC Fifth Infantry

t}
. i,
—

i Battalion, lccated at Dong Tam.

{ . ATG 211.3: VNN RAID's 74 and 75, and the VMM Pirst Infantry

EJ i Battalion, located at Long Xuysn,
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Organization and maintenance affairs of the ATF vere effected
through 7 September. The following day the First Battalion traveled
from long Xuysn to Can Tho in preparation for a further move to V1 .
Thanh (WR535827). The Third Infantry Battalion procssded directly ;

! 10 V4 Tharth on 8 September. Utilising BAID and helo transportaticn, )
: ;Z;I:j \ the First Battalion edvanced into the Tvin Rivers area, 8 miles south-
:‘*;4 west of V4 Thanh (WR355691) on 11 September, Signifioant contact

o 3 was establishod on 13 September, As the Marines were moving tovard

a treeline 12 xiles ssuth-seuthwest of Vi Thanh (WR397628), they

caxe under heavy machiae gun fire, Two marines were killed and
sight vomr3cd, Daxage to the soemy was not known, 2Iwo days later )
and five xiles to the ecast of the 13 Septezder inaident (WR308542)

the marirss engaged in a firefight wilh an enzy foroe of wmknown

sise vhich exded with the capturs of six VG, exs ocsrbine, and one

E54 pistol, Exaxy casusltiss were three VO killsd including the

agpistant oc==ander of a VG regicnel bass eexp. Fowr mors VO vere

‘ killed an2 one captursd on 17 September nizs end cxe-balf miles

= southvest of Vi Taerh (W428662). Five marines vere slightly weunded

' duwring this astiom,
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Waile traveraing a sectica of the RBach Nga Ba Dinh sixteen miles -
southwest of Vi Thanh (between WRILE630 and ¥R324603) om 23 Scptem~
ber EAID btoats vith marinss exberked came undar essay attack.
Sharsal from B-40 rockst hits killed two marirzes and womnied ansthar !
ainstesn, Alr and artiilery support was ussd extensively em

. e AR A e
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29 September when marine elements of the First Battalion made contact
vith a VC platoon armed with B~40 rockets and automatic weapons twsnty-

ATt A N TRt

tvo miles south-southuest of Rach Gia (VR924707). At the end of the
battle six VC and tuwo VNMC were dead and eight additional marines wers !
wounded,

The last day of the month sixteen Hoi Chanhs identified as
reserves for local enemy forces, surrendered to the marines at the
First Battalion command post (WR004781), The ocontinuing pressure of

ground, river, and air operations was oonsidered to be a contxributing

factor in their decision to rally.

The Third Infantry Battalfon uvhich arrived at Vi Thanh (WR535827)
on 8 Septexbsr was helo lifted into the Twin River area six miles
southweat of Vi Thanh and adjacent to the Rach Cai Ioa (WR455710).
Operating tuder the forsuard headquarters of the ATF located at Kien
Bung (WR202753) the Third Battalfon engaged in battle with eloments
of the 307 and 309 V0 Battalions in the avea betwesn the Bach Huoco
Trang and Bach Nga Ba Cal Tau (WR370590-430672-430595-398600) en

17 and 18 Septenber, During this action 37 VO and 8 VAMC were killed
and ten marines vere woundsd, Iwo VG wers captured along with three
rifles, tuyenty-one gas zmasks, thirty shovels, and some miscellaneous
field squinent,

A single mining incident which occurred sixteon xiles south-
southvest of Vi Thenh om 21 Septerber claimed the lives of nine
marines and inflicted wounds on another eight merines including the

CUNF1DENTIAL
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Third Battalion Cammander. The explosive device was beliewed to

have been a booby trapped 122mm rocket booster, During major actiom .
on 30 September, VN marines exchanged fire with an estimated VC squad ‘
fourteen miles south-southwest of Rach Gia (WR167798). There were B} f
no marine casualties and the VC suffered three killed and eight 2
captured, One rifle, 20 hand grenades, and some miscellaneous - §
coounents were also recovered,
The Fifth Battalion, the landing force of ATG 211,2, located
3 at Dong Tam, was placed under the control of the 7th ARVN Division 1
%j on 10 Septexber and begen operations of the Song Than Caxpeign in .
{ Kien Hoa Province (vicinity X5551316) on the following day. Battery N
*B* of the First Artillery Battalion and riverine craft froem VN q
§ RAID 73 and the U.S, FAS 13 provided the neceseary support sxd : .
1'} mobility for the marines. Seweral suspects uith mnaunthorized contrs- ‘ . !
- band were apprehended while the battalion carried out routine patrols, i f..
:E On 29 Septexber, operations nmoved 8 riles to the sonthwest meer Mo :
h_ Cay (XS467198). Mines and eniper fire wounded five marines dnring :
g the first day of patvolling, The operation carried over fxto October i
:: 4 vith no mjor action, : a
- ] The Second Infentry Battalion was in a reserve status for the . \
1] VAT Headquarters until 18 September when 1t relieved the Fourth =
3 Battelion of the one howr alert status for JGS and moved from the ‘ IC
Thu Duc base camp to Cuu lang (X5874935). While maintairing the alert ‘ :ZE;
L© ¢ 1 .
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. 5 : _ i
- status the Battallon conducted training in general military subjects. ’
1’ On 30 September the Second Battalion traveled to the vicinity of z
- 3 Long Binh (TT038125) where it replaced the Sixth Battalion as the ’
f . ~ IIX CTZ rescrve foroe. Immeronr axbush patrols failed to produce }

: enexy contact, ) i

} The Pourth Battalion remained in a one hour standby status for .

; 35S in Saigon (X5874935) through 17 September. The following day the
' marines moved to the Pirst Battalion's base camp (XT895035) at Thu Duo
in order to train and assme a six-hour standby alert for JGS. This
posture and operatioral status was maintained the remainder of the

month,

Jamwawar

b From 3~30 September, the Sixth Battalion was assigned to the
III CTZ as a reserve wnii, With their heedquarters established east
' of Long Birh (YT038125) the battelion operated to the northeast and j

. e s

\"'_‘_ 3 south of tho Dong Fal Eiver (vioinity YI090180). Contact with VC |
.‘. 1 units on 10 Septezber accounted for 13 VG killed and the capture of :
[:i : : several weepons and scma riscellanecus equipent. One VO disguised 1
2- . mmmwommhnedbyanu:mahpau-olnearthebngm (
.‘E Airport in the early morning hours of 30 Septexber, :
=i ) Battary "A" of ths Pirst Artillery Battalion was located in Dong
;“ - ) Tan (XS409448) vith the ATF 211 for the entire wonth, Battery "C* |
} ’ _ of the Firat Artillery Bettalion provided direct support from positions
: J at Cat Iai (X3960891) under the control of the CMD. The Third platoon
-~ + 4 .
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was stationed at the Thu Duc base camp, Battalion "E" of the Second
Axrtillery Battalion was in a reserve status to JGS at the Tim Pus
base camp the entire month, Battery "A" of the Second Artillery
Battalion, vhich provided direct fire support for opsrations in the
RSSZ, vas the target of a sappor attack on 30 September, Six marines
weres vounded by & B-40 rooket and a grenads that penetrated the
artillery position at the Tam Hiep villags (YS065700), The close
proximity of civiligns prevented ths marines from returning the fire.
However, a subsequent swesp bY IP troops with the village Chief of
Pollcs and VXL perscunel in company yielded two persons who
indentified themselves as VC guerrillas £rom Tam Hiep Villages
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2 VNN/VNMC_STATISTICAL SUMMARY i
=il 1 . VIETNAMESE NAVY: :
ol : Daily Average Searched Detained ‘
o 3 Oper  Empl  Junks Poople Junks Feople
b, | P CCASTAL FORCE —
-y | . T 1 39.2 381 18,889 70,435 39 214

I )12.6 ko.y 24,152 71,107 1 95
Ig 21:7‘25 !;g.g g,’ég 2g,g1g 7!'{ 179
E : 0. . 22,83
3 . Sub-totals: 59,6286 150.09 17 413

SFLEET COMMAND
“PATROL SHIPS 17.3 6.3 1,59 5,740 4]
PCF'a/WFB's 18.k 1.3 1,600 6,37 0

[SYYOR)

TR Y

eeyy
alade

(A ety 7 ”
LT "'.' .f.T.’.r:'.:

1 ,
3 ] !
. ; RIVERTNE AREA 3
3 3D RA R2G W7.7 u7.2 2,221 6,703 0 0 :

: ! LTH RA RAG  70.L4 69.1 3,084 23,800 0 o i
3 5 ATP 88.6 68.8 2,901 7,798 g 0 i
9 H

37 1

v CETRAL TASK 76.0 69.s 6,103 17,257
1 77,034

1 FORCE TOTALS: 237,
] % VIETNAMESE MARTNE CORPS: ’
S*:.. VC/NVA: KIA__ 95 Ceptured_ 17 Suspscts detained_ 30 j
y j g KIA 29 WIA 102  um 0 '
e L ; :

* Provided___ M1 gunfire support missions.

2 e
a 1‘1!-Tr,
g

P 1Ot 3 3 X, P Y MENys ety ie ;o oommen oo - o

A

o | # Includes RAG 27, RAG 32, RiG 51, RPG 52
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X Downgraded at 3 year intervals -
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3 PSYCHOLOGICAT, OPERATIONS AKD CIVIC ACTION SIMMAAR ¢
¢
: There were twelve VC who rallied to USN and VNN forces in i
Ssptesber. This figure vas comparabls to the August total of i
3 ¢1fteen but still below the record high of 208 Hoi Gharh that was ‘
j : recorded in July. Personal bardship, faxily separation and lack ;
of food wvers the most common reasons vhy the VO said they surrendered. '
; OneﬂoichanhvhoranhdtoﬂwmhoapﬁalshipatS&Fwﬂ
J poovided extensive intelligence about VO sctivities and led a SHL
4 teanm on an operation.
During the two day period 25-26 Septesber U.S. Naval forces l
) joinsd the Vietpamese in celetrating Tot Trung Thu, the mid-autiam
3
1 Zestivel. The PER sailors of RIVFATFIOT FIVE alone reported that :
7 i
f thoy had oontacted an estimated 12,000 people and won the hearts of t
= " 10,000 children. Special festival kits and other articles including '
rubber toys, ballocons, canly, EUG, jce eream, chocolate brounies
and zoon cakes were distrituted to the people,
- In the RSSZ elections were held in the two resaining refugee
e pamlete without slectsd local govermument, Seabss wnits contimued
/
e . to vork on coxxmity construotion projects with particular expbasis
7
. on improverent of the standard of living of the F®/IF dependents,
! : During an aerial PSYOPS misaion on 12 Septexber 28,000 Safe Conduct
i
4 passes, 60,000 Chieu Eoi loaflets, and 60,000 land Bsfors phanlets
mdroppodonvﬂhguinﬂxemsz.
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Lg 3 There were spproximataly 25,000 Vietnamess people who were the :

< 3 recipients of USN/VNN MEDCAFS and DENTCAES during the month, On

é a 17 Septecber as part of a weekly MEDCAP series two U.S. FBR's of
‘ M : River Division 521 accompenied by a Navy corpmman treated 100 " ,
‘ ] Vietnenese 1iving in a emall village just southeas: f Hus (YD )

982185). While sssisting the corpswan and providing security, the

o
e P

b
LI | FER setlors distributed 200 bars of soap, 700 Ngay Fay nevspaper

X~ ; '

voE and 24 Huong Que magasines, Under the superviszion of one hospital ' 1
r : : corpsman from HNSAD, Cua Viet, U.S. perscnnel attached to the Dong

Ha Security Group including VN ACTOV sailors treated 60 patiects
and distributed 150 hygiene leaflets ard 100 bars of sosp dwring a
nini-}EDGAP held in the Xvan Thanh hanlet southwest of Quang Tri
‘ ] (1D237645) on 30 Septexber. Ons Vietnamese with a knse dujury was ‘

nadeTansd to Dong H a.

AN AT AARY ..

At SEA FLOAT near 0}d Fan Can City (VQ392673) tho first sherp- ;

axe cap was initiated on 4 September, Prior to this time ths locel 5 _

; 3 woodoutters and sarpans owners were having difficulty sharpening -
| » their tools and sanpan cutboard motor screvs. The hand operated © A
L\\ 1 grindstone vas used contimwualy during its first day of cperation. B
L Oa 6 Septasber & 100-zan VAN reacticn force arrived at SEA FLOAT .
:? " ) end Joinad the operating mnits that wvere reacting to intelligemoe ' ".-
* ; ; Teports and providing the security for the civilian populaticm. ’ A
11 : ‘1 A sampan yoter repeir shop was opaned on 12 Septexber and the first _ ;;
~ ok ¥an Can ontiouss vas constructed on 19 Ssptembsr, Word has it tbat o
;’! ‘ ) it 1s also used a3 & shover...but presumably not at the seme time. : i
S X :
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During the middle of the month the second birth of a Vietnamese

baby was recorded, The father, vho hadlsen treated by the VNN
aboard the ISM(H) the previcus week for wounds incurred vhea he

atepped on a VC booby trap, named the new born child after the VNN
1sM(Bj,.

The coxrumity in the no fire sone has continued to>row by
leaps and bounds, In coxperison to the first population census that
was taken on 30 August, the population has increased 310% as of
24 Septezber, At the ext of the month the total number of people
who had recelved PSYOPS indostrination was 24,616 (15,345 peopls at
the end of Angust).- The mmber of people who had visited SEA FLOAT
for the first tixs was 4,350, Nine hundred and nineteen families
have indicated g desire to resettle in Hax Can and 702 people hawve
actuzlly resetiled,

The econcadce lucrativeness of the area was indicated by one
voodcutter vho eaid that any woodcutter with an average sfsed sampan
could earn a zet profit of about 30,000 VE$ per month. Increasingly
larger sampens have been transiting to 0ld Ham Can. At the beglmming
of the wonth a fifty ton capaeity junk arrived and at the end of the
month a 35 ton capacity Junk visited the coxznmity,
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USY CIVIC ACTICN STATISTICAL SUMMARY

. 26 July - 25 August 1969

H

L L PR T

FE RN

TOTAL NUMBER OF MAN-DAYS (10 HR DAYS) PERS C‘\NEL OF INITS ENGAGED
TN CIiVIC ACTION PROJECTS: Lhtlh

S ——————STT— .

COST OF SUPFLIES CGHTRIBITED BY MILITARY RESGURCES FOR CIVIC
ACTION PROJECTS : NS 3,362,159

EXPENDITURES FROM THE US/FWMAF CIVIC ACTICS: PSYVAR FUND: VNS 1,067,020

T o Y PO R S

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTICNS: - s __ 73,136

: PERCENTAGE OF U, S. MILITARY CIVIC ACTIO! ACTIVITIES CCNDUCTED
b : JOINTLY WITH:

k Percent
R Y

. Cther FWMAF 64

3 RVNAF 174

U. S. Civilian Voluntary Agencies §E 3
Average percent of self-help by Vii civilians -
i a. Self-help labor 748

3 b. Materials furnished by the people 1% 4

-

. ST

¥an Days Expenditures (VN$)
Economic Development t9 217,160 .
3 Education €07 1 057 305 :
Social Welfare 2,L10 2,590,130 ;
Transportation _356 527,034 :
- Refugee 370 505,908 :

e g INSTITUTES ASSISTED: . .
=~ 2
;'-: r Number ‘
E:: . : Schools n
- Hospitals/Dispensaries 13 . (
E Crphanages 30 ]
i " Others &7 3
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! ACTCV trainee Nguyen-Thanh Hung requests idemification
fron a Vinh Te Canal boatman who has been storped at a
. PBR checkpoint.
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S’AT:D TURNOVER

The Coast Guard Cutter POINT CIEAR WPB 82115 vhich had the
desigaation SCATTCR 3 (Swall Craft Assets, Traiaing, and Turnever
of Resources Progran) was turned over to the Vietnamess Navy during
& brief oeremony at the Vietaomess Navy tase at Cat Le en 15 Septem--
ber, Captain Balph W, Nieaz, Commander, Coast Guard Activiiles im
Vietnam, represcated the United States and pressnted the WFB te
Cemzander Eri Cuu Vien, the Third Coastel Zone Commander, This
occanion marksd the third twemover of & WFB wnder the SCATIRR
Program. The new WFB under VEN ocxzzand rejoined the operating
forces at the Cat 1o tase and retaraad 40 Market Tims opsraticns in
the Third and Feurth Coastal Zczes, Presently there are cix WIB's
partdoirating 4n the SCATIGR Program (SCATIOR's 4 through 9) frem
tho WFB baess at Danang, Cat Io, and An Thol and they are scheduled
for twrnover prior to 1 Janumary 1970,

At the end of the manth appredmtﬂyllw FER and 35 ICF TSN
szilors had boca relieved by VEN enilers, CRAIVPATYIOT FIVE
reported that ACTOV toairing has besm entisfactory, Problems stilld
rerained with ths VNN poy and clotking, The .50 eal. ecckisg deviee
that {sbeing ewalunted by RIVROF 59 kao improved the ViN traimees
ability t» cock the firfng mechaniema. Eswever, the trainses have
still expsrienced difficulties with the forward .50 cal, machine gua.
Beoaugo of the tespo of SIA LOEDS intrx=diction epsrations, the mmber
of opportunitiea for training of the VX F3R sailors has beca 1ess
than desired. In opdze te alleviats this sitwaticn RIVDIV oormanders
wars instruoled to devote i equivalent of a single bout sartis
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ing at Cat Lo where the WFB 82315 was presented
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CUNFLDEKTIAL
(12 bours) pec day to ACTOV training in a comparatively non~hostile
enviroment,
Oa 1 and 2 September tw U.S. PCF's with coupletely VNN crevs
from COSDIV 15 visited the VKN training center at Canm Ranh Bay.
" During the two day period approximately 200 VEN training center )
studenta recsived PCF orientations £rom the yroject START trainees,
Tha groups visiiting the PCFis consiated of approximately fifteen
students and each group recaived a ons balf hour tour of the boat
and & one Lalf hour undorvay demonstration. Regular monthly visits
%o the VENIC at Can Ranh Bay by the COSDIV 14 project START PCFls ;
bave been schoduled and arrangsments have beea made for veekly patrol s
indootriratizn rides for four outstanding students, Ezoh Sunday ‘
morning two FCFts will piok up two studenta per boat, teke them on :
their Farket =3 patrol, snd retwrn the Mantl to the VEFIC on ‘
the aexs evexing,
In s STIET Progran 25 boatswain's mstes and 45 gumer's mates :
N froa PCF Clazs 4 have reported to their respestive divisions, With
L thls input 211 persomnel schedulsd for the first turnover en .
31 October beve commenced cn-tho-job training, As of 25 Septem-
- ber 115 traises vere wdergoing FOF training inoluding 26 arevs
& vho havo besa conduoting Market Time cosstal and river patrols
w; aboard ninsteen PCF's in preparation fer tae first turnover. On ‘
% } 5 Septomber CT¥ 115 prosented thirtesn VI sallors with OJT eertificates .
::} 2 ; that signifisd succesaful ocmpletion of %he training pregram. 4 :
S ;
;Sa." CONFIDENTIAL 120
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B 5 program to fly ensigns of both the 0.5, and GVK on PCFts with
) Joint USH/VNN crews has besn instituted. The markéd increase of
1 pﬂdommmwmmmnngmderﬂaenmmgia
- encowraging. Disoiplinary problens havs contimed to be & barrier :
] %o the couplete suocess of START. Unauthorized sbsenteen have :

] comprised the major problea. In combating this obstacle utilization
3 of VNN 1iaison officers and close coordinatination with local ;¢
authorities on all disciplirary cases have shown the b est progress.

On 30 September six of the 33 bases sxpected to be bullt unler
the ACTOV logistiocs (ACTOVIOG) Program were wder construction,
The recaining bases programmed are in various stages of design., A
total of 1,579 VNN persomal (29.5% of programaed input) were in
craft maintepance trainingat the several repsir faoilities, This

LRV

incindes 617 personmal assignad to VNN repair facilitles which are
being incorporated into the ACTOVIOG bases, There were S0 VHN person-
nel (20.8% of prograrmed input) unlergoing bass xaintenanse training
and 100 VI persomnel (235 of programmed input) undergoing supply .
"A® schools ’
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GICSSARY OF ABBREVIATIONS
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: The following abbreviations and terms are commonly used in the combat

:‘ zone by all agencies and are listad here in amplification of those used

- ’ in the text:

A . ABF Attack by fire

3 : AMMT PONTOON A mlti-purpose barge, standard size is twenty- |
] eight feet by ninety feet i
A ARVN Arny of the Republic of Vietnam ’
: ASPB Assault Support Patrol Boat

: 3 ATC Armored Troop Carrier l ‘J
S a
3 ATSB Advance Tactical Support Base

N avemoam mesiens s

) : A/ Automatic Weapmns . i *

Black Pony/Bronco 0V-10 Twin Engine Turboprop Comterinsurgency ' ]
L ] cca Comrand and Commmications Boat P
' | cG Coastal Group (VNN) C

3 ,; CHICOM Chinese Communist .

G i cIG Civilian Irregular Defeise Group - mercenaries ]

-;\.:\' 3 of Vietnamese, Laotian, Cambodian descent who )

}:\ { Light primarily around their own villages

> ;

L

:

ol ; Civilian Reconnaissance Intelligence Platoon
cs Tear Gas Grenades

Carps Tactical Zone

3

[ e liend i NN

L Sl S At
.

;. cz Coastal Zane &
-~ H T
IV i |
_ A Delta Hawk Mohawk OV-10 aircraft 5
@ .
b ° o N
b Dustotr ¥dical evacuation by helicopter 3
o » . 3
- 3 \
b~ ] . '
o , ENIFF nemy initiated firefight N
- . i -
2 § i
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,‘_‘ Fire Support Base
4 FRUP Free World Military Assistance Forces
4 :
2 3 GDA Gun Damage Assesment
S o Government of Vietnam }
- B E
3 3 B Harassment and Interdiction Fire Support * 3
3 s i
2 3 . %S Joint General Staff
KIA Killed in Acticn
E Kit Carson Scouts " Former Viet Cong who have come over to the side
3 5 of the Saigm government and serve with allied
3 . military units
E
4 A 1aAFT Light Attack Fire Tean (OV-10's)
§ 3 ‘
] 3 1aw Light Anti-tank Weapon j
{
: IcPL larnding Craft, Personnel, Large ;
F 1
1DNN Vietnamess equivalent of USN underwater demol-~ §
i ition team - i
: '
: i 1HFT Light Helo Fire Team '
g Lon 0H-6 Light Observation Helicopter "

S H
:%.. ] 1RRP Long Range Recamaissance Patrol 1
5 :

E:\ ﬂ YACY ) Military Assistance Cormmand, Vietnam
A {
s } MATSB Mobile idvanced Tactical Support Base :

q : ]
| : MEDCAP Medical Civic Action Program : |
-‘é’ E ]

- ‘ i MONITOR Heavily armored 1CM-6 (LOmm cannon or 105mm how- 1
S ] itzer) N :
- 1B Mobile Riverine Base )
_i £ ¥SB Mineswesper, Boat i ;
=~ 3 |
- § %D Minssweeper, Drons ) i )
}__: i ¥SF Mobile Strike Force - mercenaries who deploy i ;
& g and go anywhere i ;
:'. ; . - 2 0
L. : NGFS Naval Gunfire Support 3 E
@ P
E:\ 3 § CONFIDENTIAL 12 L
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NILO Naval Intelligence Liaison Officer
NOD Night Observation Device
NVA North Vietnamese Army
- PR Patrol Boat, River
RCF " Patrol Craft, Fast (SWIFT Boat)

7
i
s
3
+
P
5
LW
N
b
K
1
- 14
E
Al
A
L

G Patrol Gunkcat T
PRU Provincial Reconmaissance Unit !

PRTIFIRS T

PSA Provincial Sector Advisor

PSYOPS Psychological Operations

E

River Assault Divisiom i

RAG River Assault Group (VNN)

RV PUS 1N

RATD River Assgult and Interdiction Divisiom i
- ' RAS _ River Assault Squadron '
é_; i RF/PF Regional Forces/Popular Forces i
g ] RFG Rocket Propelled Grenade i
ff : RSSZ Rung Sat Special Zone ;

SAR Search and Rescus

§ SEAWOLF UH-1B Helo, heavily armed, USN operated

—T— SHADOW C-119 aircraft '
b SKIMMER 20* fiberglass rowboat

[}
-
oy

3
I.I

. SLICK UH-1B Helo

T T,y

T

SPOOKY C-L47 aircraft
Swimner support boat (skimmer)

B R T L T T TP Yoy

o
I

g

s
STAB SEAL Team Assault Boat :
¥

' ' TAOR Tactical Area of Responsibility
:‘ USARV United States Arny, Vietnam : o ~
* . ORCTASSIFIED
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Vietnamese Marine Corps
Vietnamsse Navy

Waterborne Guardpost

Vietnamese for "Sorry about that!®

Flame thrower equipped ATC or MONITOR
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