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Space Power for War Fighters

T HE SUMMER 200 issue of A (i I Command) reflect a turbulent organizational
Sace Powr Journal (ASPJ), which fo- climate, but one can conceive of even more dras-
cused on space power, was so well re- tic space realignments. Just as the terrorist at-
ceived that Air War College, Air Corn- tacks of 11 September 2001 influenced creation

ma-d and Staff College, and other organizations of the Department of Homeland Security, so
asked for extra copies. Because we still receive inight a "space Pearl Harbor"-a possibility raised
such requests, we decided to publish an encore by the Runsfeld Commission report of 2001-
issue to update the professional dialogue. Sev- prompt a reorganization of miiry space. Noth-
era] interrelated questions imolving the theory, ing guarantees that the civilian space program
organization, and force structure of the fist- uncde the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
evolving topic of space power seem prominent ministration would remain distinct from military
in today's Air Force. spae acti.ities. Recent events such as the response

Like their airpower cohorts, some advocates to Hurricane Katrin in 2005 are leading to re-
of space power still seek atn overarching theory appraisals of traiditiona civibmilitary relation-

to expain the fundamental concepts that gov- ships within the government.
ern operations in their domain of choice. Theo etica and orgaizational questions
Whether such a theory is truly necessary remains cause one to won(der about which space force
an open question since pragmatically minded structure to build. The high cost of spce opera-
space operators hve achieved quite remarkable tions means that we need to n-ke judicious
things without ay broaly atccepted theory. Sev- choices about the capabilities we develop. Excit-
eral fundaental questions riised by space pro- ing possibilities loom on the horizon, but experts
fessionals invol e space po wer's proper role vis-i- disgree about how to prioritize alternative sys-

vis other fo ices. Should space merely support tens. Vhich launch systems should we develop?
air, land, sea, and cyberspace forces, or should it Should we field space -e-pon-y? If sp-e power's
have a more independent role, perhaps includ- proper function is to support i; 1and, sea, and
ing space combat? Can other forces support cyberspace operitios, then the current force
space forces? These unresolved conceptual ques- structure resembles t e need. Conversely, if
tions lead directly to more inquiries about how space becomes a iilitry operating medium on
best to organize military space forces. pa with othe enir nnents, then we need mjor

Organizational possibilities run the gamut chages. However, such ilterations might prove
from those designed to improve liaison with expesiveatatime when al military services find
other foices to those intended to establish an in- themselves competing for scarce resources.
dependent space service. Creation of the direc- Determiinimg how space power can best con-
tor of space forces (DIRSPACEFOR) position, a tribute to national defense will be a long-term
recent effort to integrate space operations more process -ith very high stakes. Careful thought
closely ih those of other forces, marks a rela- and a. lysis ight make the diffeirence between
tively sIll organizational change. Establish- national success acd f-ilure in space. The Air
ment .m independent space force does not Force phys the le.ding role in US miitry opera
appear imminent, but how should one organize tions in space and bosts a world-css c adre of
spate frces if space combat becomes a reality? spae professionals capble of engaging these

C onstat realignients of space-related mini- matters intellectuilly. A SPJ, the professional
tar-y agencies such as IS Space Command (es- journal of the Air Force, dedicates this issue to
ta',ished in 1985, disbanded in 2002) and US adv ncing the professional dialogue about space
Stritegic Command (which absorbed US Space powe.E
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